Bacunb BbikoB

COTHUKOB

OHM UM JIECOM N0 IIIyXOM, 3aHECEHHOM CHEroM Jopore, Ha KOTOPOH YyXe HEe OCTajoCh U
cjie/la OT JIOIIAINHBIX KOIIBIT, I0JI03bEB WM HOT YesloBeKa. TYT, HABEpHO, U JIETOM HEMHOTO €3I,
a Terepb, Mocie J0Arux (eBpaIbCKUX MeTelel, BCe 3apOBHSIIO CHETOM, U, €Clii Obl He JieC — eNu
BIIEPEMEKKY C OJIBIIAHMKOM, KOTOPBIM HEPOBHO paccTynajics B 00€ CTOPOHBI, 00pa3ys TYCKJIO
Oenerouuii B HOUM KOPUAOpP, — OBLIO OBl TPYIAHO M IMOHATH, YTO 3TO Jopora. M Bce ke oHM He
omunoauch. BrsiipiBasich CKBO3b TOJIBIM, 3aTSHYTHI CymMepKaMH KycCTapHUK, Pbibak Bce Oosnblie
y3HaBaJl €lle C OCECHU 3allOMHUBLIMECS €My MecTa. Torna oH M ele 4eTBepo u3 rpynmnsl CMoisikoBa
KaK-TO TIOJ] Be4ep TOXke MpoOMpanuch 3TOM AOPOroi Ha XyTOp U TOXKE C HAMEPEHHEM Pa3KUThCS
KaKUMHU-HUOYIb MpoayKTaMHu. BOH Kak pa3 M 3HaKOMBIA OBpakeK, Ha Kpar KOTOPOTO OHU CHUJIEIH
BTPOEM U KyPHWJIU, JOKUJASACh, MIOKA JBOE, YIIEIIINE BIEPE, TOAayT CUTHAI UATH BceM. Teneps,
OJIHAKO, B OBPArl HE CYHYThCs: C Kpas €ro CBUCAJl HAMETCHHBIN BbIOTOM KAPHU3, a TOJIbIC IEpEBLIA HA
CKJIOHE 110 CaMbl€ BEPXYIIKH YTONIAIU B CHETY.

Psimom, Han BepIIMHAMH eJied, JIETOHBKO CKOJb3WJIa B HeOe cTepTas MOJOBHHKA Mecdla,
KOTOPBIM MMOYTH HE CBETWJI — JIMIIb CJ1a00 MoOJIecKrBajl B XOJIOAHOM MepuaHuu 3Be3q. Ho ¢ Hum
ObUI0O HE TaK OJMHOKO B HOYM — Ka3aJoCh, BPOAE KTO-TO JKMUBOW M JOOpBI HEHaBA3YMBO
COIPOBOXKJIaeT UX B 3ToM IyTH. [looganp B jiecy ObUIO MpauHOBAaTO OT TEMHOW MEUIAHUHBI €JIEH,
MOJJIECKA, KAKUX-TO HESICHBIX TEHEH, OeCHOpPsI0UHOIO CIJIETEHUS CTHUIBIX BETBEH; BOIM3U XKe, HA
YUCTOM Oenu3He cHera, Jopora mpocMarpuBaiack 0e3 Tpyaa. To, 4To oHa mpojerana 37ech IO0
HETPOHYTOH LIEJIMHE, XOTSA U 3aTPYIHSUIO XOAbOY, 3aTO CTPAaxoBaJIO OT HEOKUAAaHHOCTEH, 1 Pribak
JlyMaJjl, 4TO Bpsi/l JIM KTO CTaHET MOJCTeperars ux B 3Tod mrymu. Ho Bce e nmpuxoausaoch ObITh
HacToOpoXxe, 0coO0eHHO Mocie [TMHAH, BO3/Ie KOTOPBIX OHU yaca JBa Ha3aJl €lBa He HalloOpOJIUCh Ha
HemieB. K cuacTelo, Ha OKOJIMIIE JEPEBHU MOBCTpEHANICA JsbKa C APOBAMH, OH Hpeaynpenni oo
OIaCHOCTH, U OHU MOBEPHYJIH B JIEC, [JI€ TOT0 MPOILTYyTAIHU B 3apOCIIAX, IOKAa HE BHIOPAINCH HA ATY
J0pOorYy.

Bripouem, ciyvaifHas CTbIYKA B JeCy WM B IOJIe HE OYeHb cTpammia Peibaka: y HUX ObLIO
opyxue. [IpaBna, ManoBaTo HaOpasOCh MAaTPOHOB, HO TYT HUYETO HE MOJENAeIlIb: T€, YTO OCTAIUCh
Ha ['operom 6osoTe, OTIAIM UM YTO MOIIM M3 CBOMX TOXKe OoJjiee yeM CKyIHBIX 3amacoB. Temeps,
KpoMe TSITH IITYK B KapaOuHe, y PriOaka mo3BsikuBaiu emie Tpu 000iMbl B KapMaHax MOITyLIyOKa,
cTonbko ke Obu1o u 'y CorHukosa. JKanb, He MPUXBAaTWIM PAHAT, HO, MOXKET, TPAHATHI €Il U He
MOHa005TCs, a K yTpy 00a oHu OynyT B jarepe. 1o kpaiineit mepe, 1omkHbI ObITh. [IpaBna, Pribak
YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO I[IOCJI€ HEylaud B [JHMHSAHAX OHM HEMHOIO 3ala3/bIBalOT, HaJIo ObLIO
IIOTOPAIUIMBATHCS, HO TIOJIBO/IMII HAlIaPHHUK.

Bce Bpems, moka oHU UM JiecoM, PpIOak cibliai 3a CIIMHOM €ro IIyXOBaTbli, MPOCTYIHBIN
KallleJIb, pa3aBaBIINNCS WHOTIA ONMKe, HHOTAA fAanbine. Ho BOT OH coBepiieHHO 3aTuX, U Pridak,
cOaBHUB 11ar, OIVISTHYJICS — U3PSAAHO OTcTaB, COTHUKOB €/1Ba TAaIllWIICA B HOYHOM cyMmpake. [lonasmnss
HeTeprieHue, Ppi0ak MHHYTY DIsifiesl, Kak TOT ycTajo rpeOercs Mo CHEry B CBOUX HEYKIIOKHUX,
CTONTAaHHBIX OypKax, KaK-TO HE3HAKOMO OIyCTHB TIOJIOBY B IIyOOKO HaJBMHYTOM Ha YIIH
KpacHOapMeucKkor nmuioTke. Enie u3ganu B MOPO3HOM HOYHOM THUIIMHE MOCIBIIIAIOCH €r0 4acToe,
3aTPyJHEHHOE JblXaHHWe, ¢ KOTOppIM (COTHMKOB, JaXe¢ OCTaHOBMBILUCH, BCE €IIE HE MOr
CIPABUTHCSI.

— Hy xax? Tepnumo?

— A! — Heorpe1eJIeHHO BbIIaBUJI TOT U MONPABUJI Ha IJleye BUHTOBKY. — Jlanexko eme?

[Ipexne uyem OTBeTUTH, PbIOak mNOMENIMI, HUCHBITYIONIE BIIAIBIBASCH B TOILYIO, TYIO
MOJIOACAHHYIO IO KOPOTKOH IMHenu Qurypy HamapHuka. OH y)ke 3HaJl, 4TO TOT HE MpPHU3HAETCs,
XOTSl U 3aHEMOT, OyzeT 00ApUThCs: MOJI, 000iIeTCs, — 4TOOBI U30€XKaTh Uy>KOTO Y4aCTHs, UTO JIU?



V5K 4ero Jpyroro, a caMmoiro0us u ynpsiMctBa y 3toro CoTHHKOBa XBaTuio Obl Ha Tpoux. OH U Ha
3aJjaHUe TIOMajl OTYACTH M3-3a CBOET0 Camoiro0us — OOJIbHOM, a HE 3aX0Tesl cKa3arb 00 ITOM
KOMaHJIUpy, KOorja TOT y KocTpa noaoupan Peibaky HanmapHuka. CHavana ObUTH BBI3BAaHBI JIBOE —
Brosenr u I'mymenko, Ho BrmoBerr Tonmpko 4TO pa3oOpai W MPUHSICA YUCTUTH CBOM IyJeMET, a
I'mymeHko cociancst Ha MOKpPbIE€ HOTH: XOAMJI 3a BOJOW M IO KOJIEHO MPOBajWiIcs B TpsCUHY. Torna
KoMaHAup Ha3Bajd COTHUKOBA, M TOT Moi4a nofHsuics. Korna onu yxe O0buti B myTH 1 COTHHUKOBa
Hayasl JIOHMMaThb Kaliedb, PpiOak chpocui, moueMy OH CMoNYall, TOrjJa Kak JBO€ JPYyTux
oTkazanuch, Ha 4yro CoTHuMkOB oTBeTWI: «[loTOMy M He OTKaszajucs, YTO Ipyrue OTKa3alHChy.
Pri6aky 3T0 OBIJIO HE COBCEM MOHSATHO, HO MOTOJS OH MOAyMaJl, 4TO B 00IIeM OECHOKOUTHCS HE O
YeM: YeJIOBEK Ha HOrax, CIOMT JIM oOpalaTh BHUMAaHHUE Ha KaKOH-TO TaM Kallelb, OT MPOCTYIbl Ha
BOIfHE He ymupaloT. Jlolaer 1o *uibs, o0orpeercs, MoecT ropsyeil KapTolku, U BCIO XBOPbh Kak
PYKOH CHUMET.

— Huuero, temepp yxe Onusko, — oOofpstonie ckasan Ppibak U MOBepHYJCS, YTOOBI
MPOAOJKUTH IYTh.

Ho ne ycnen caenars u mara, kak COTHUKOB €331 OISITh IONIEPXHYJICS U 3allelCs B JOJITOM
HyTpsiHOM Kaiie. CTapasch cliep:KaThCsl, COTHYICS, 3a)Kajl PyKaBOM pOT, HO Kallellb OTTOTO TOJIbKO
YCHIIMJICSL.

— A 151 cHera! CHera Bo3bpMH, OH nepeduBaet! — mojckaszain Pridak.

bopsich ¢ npucTynoM pasauparoniero rpyap kanuisi, COTHUKOB 3a4€pIHyJI IPUTOPIIHEN CHEra,
rococall, ¥ Kallieib B CaMOM JIeJie IOHEMHOTY YHSUICS.

— Yeprt! [Ipussxercs, XoTb pa3opBHCH!

Pri6ak BnepBbie 03a004€HHO HAXMYPHJICS, HO TPOMOJIYAJ, U OHH MOIUIN JaJIbIIe.

W3 oBpara Ha 10opory BelOekana poBHas IIETIOYKa Ciiefa, MPUINISACBIINCH K KoTopoMy Pribak
MOHSUI, YTO HEJJABHO 3[1€Ch MPOXOAUI BOJIK (TOXKE, HABEPHO, TSHET K YEJIOBEYECKOMY KHJIbIO — HE
CIIQJIKO Ha TaKOM Mopo3e B jiecy). O06a OHM B3sJIM HECKOJIBKO B CTOPOHY U JAJIbIIE YK€ HE CXOAWIH
C ATOro cieja, KOTOpPhl B MPUTYMAHEHHOM CEpOCTHM HOYM HE TOJBKO O0O3Ha4asl JOpory, HO U
yKa3bIBaJ, /1€ MEHBIIIE CHEra: BOJK 3TO OINpeness 6e30mmbouHo. Brpouem, ux myTh MOIXOAMT K
KOHILy, BOT-BOT JOJDKEH OB MOKa3aThCsl XyTOp, M ATO HacTpauBasio Pribaka Ha HOBBIN, Oosee
PagOCTHBIN J1aJ.

— JIroOka Tam, BOT OTOHB JIeBKa! — HETPOMKO CKa3all OH, He 000PaunBasICh.

— Yro? — He pacciubiman COTHUKOB.

— JleBKa, TOBOPIO, HA XyTOpPE. YBUUIIIH, BCIO XBOPH 3a0y/ICIIIb.

— V¥ Tebs emie neBku Ha yme?

C 3ameTHBIM ycuiaueMm Bosiodach c3aau, COTHMKOB YPOHWJI TOJIOBY M emie OoJblie
ccytyauics. [lo-BuauMomy, Bce ero BHUMaHHUE Tenepb ObLIO COCPEAOTOUCHO JIMIIb Ha TOM, YTOOBI
He cOUTBCS C 111ara, He OTePsITh MOCUIbHBINA €My TEMII.

— A uto xk! IToecTp ObI TOJBKO. ..

Ho m ynomumHaHue o ene HHMKak He NoaercTBoBasio Ha COTHMKOBA, KOTOPBIM OIATH Hadall
OTCTaBaTh, U PpIOak, 3aMeJIUB 111ar, OIVISTHYJICS.

— 3Haemb, BYepa B3ApEeMHYN Ha Oonore — xJed npucHwica. Teras OyxaHKa 3a Ma3yXou.
IIpocHyncs, a 310 0T KOocTpa npurpeno. Takas focaza...

— He nuBo, npucHutcs, — mryxo coracwics CoTHUKOB. — Henento Ha mapeHoi pxu. ..

— Jla yx ¥ mapeHka KoHuMJach. Buepa I'poHckuil octarku posman, — ckaszan Peibak u
3aMoJIyal, cTapasch He 3aBOJIUTH Pa3roBopa O TOM, YTO B ATOT pa3 ACHCTBUTEIHLHO 3aHUMAJIO €TO.

K TOoMy e CTaHOBWJIOCH HE /10 pa3roBOPOB: KOHYAJICA JIEC, 1OpOra BbIXoAwia B noise. [anee
[0 OJIHYy CTOPOHY IYTH TSHYJCS MEJIKMM KyCTapHHK, 3apOC]IM JIO3HsSKa Mo Oo0JoTy, Aopora OT
KOTOPOT'0 KpPyTO CBOpaunBasa Ha MPUropok. PeiOak »/1ai, 4To u3-3a OJbIIaHUKa BOT-BOT IMOKAKETCS
JBIpsiBasi Kpblllla MyHbKH, a TaM, 32 U3TOpPOJbI0 OyJIeT U JOM C capasMH M 3aJpaHHBIM >KypaBiieM
HaJ KojozueM. Eciu )KypaBib TOPYUT KOHLIOM BBEPX — 3HAYMT, BCE B MOPSAJIKE, MOKHO 3aXOAUTh;
€CJIM K€ 3allellyIeH KPIOKOM B KOJIOJIE3HOM cpyOe, TO MoBOopaunBail 00paTHO — B JoMe uyxkue. Tak,
0 KpaifHell Mepe, Korja-To yCIOBUIIMCH ¢ IbKoit PomanoM. IIpaBna, To ObIJI0 JaBHO, C OCEHU OHU
Clola He 3ansiJblBaIi — KPYXWIM B JPYyTUX MecTaX, MO Ty CTOPOHY IIOCCE, TMOKa Toyoi U



’KaHJapMbl OMSITh HE 3arHAIM UX TyAa, OTKyJa MECSIL Ha3aJ BbITHAJIM.

CxopsiM 1m1arom Peibak mornen mo u3ruba JOporw U CBEpHYJ Ha MpUTOpOK. Bomuuii cien Ha
CHEeTy TaK)Xe MOBOpaYMBAI B CTOPOHY XyTopa. OUYeBUAHO YYBCTBYS OJIM30CTh JKHIIbS, BOJIK
OCTOPOKHO U HEIIUPOKO CTyHasl 0OOYMHOM, TECHO MPMXKUMasCh K KycTapHHKY. Bnpouem, Pribax
yKe mepecTtai CIeIUTh 3a JOPOroil — Bce ero BHUMaHUE Tenepb ObLII0 YCTPEMJICHO BIEepen, Ty/a,
e KOHYaJICs KyCTapHUK.

HakoHell OH TOpPOTUTHBO B300paics MO CKJIOHY Ha BepX MPUTOPKA U TYT K€ MOTyMal, 4To, Mo-
BUJIUMOMY, OIINOCS — HAaBEPHO, XyTOPCKUE MOCTPOUKH ObLIM HECKOJBKO Aaiblie. Tak Hepeako
CIIy4aeTcsi Ha MaJIO3HaKOMOM JOpOTre, YTO HEKOTOPhIE YYaCTKH €€ MCUE3al0T U3 MaMATH, U TOTAa
BeCh MyTh C/AETCs KOpoue, 4YeM Ha caMoM jene. Poibak erie yCKOpul CBOM IIar, HO OMSITh Hadal
orcraBaTh CorHukoB. Brpouem, Ha CorHukoBa Pribak yke mepecran oOpamiarh BHUMaHUE —
HEOXXKHUJIAHHO M Kak OyznTo 0e3 BCAKOM MPUUYMHBI MM 3aBJIajiesia TPEBOTa.

[TyHbKH BCe elie He ObUTO B HOYHOU CEPOCTH, KaK He OBLIO BIIEPEIU U APYTHX MOCTPOEK, 3aTO
HECKOJILKO TIOPBIBOB BETpa OTTY/A JIOHECNIH /0 MyTHUKOB FOPHKOBATO-€AKUN cMpaja rapu. Peibax
CHayaJla IojlymMall, 4To 3TO €My IO0Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO HECET OTKYAA-TO U3 jeca. OH NpoIIeN elle COTHIO
11aroB, CHWJISICh YBUJETh CKBO3b 3apOCIU NPUBBIYHO OCHEKEHHBbIE KPBIHU ycaapObl. OnHAKO ero
OXXHMJaHHe He COBUIOCH — XyTopa He ObLJI0. 3aTO ellle MOTSHYJIO Tapblo — HE CBEXEH, C OTHEM WM
JILIMOM, a TIPOTUBHBIM CMPAJIOM JaBHO, OCTBHIBIIMX yIvied W meruta. [loHsB, 4ro He ommubaeTcs,
Pribak Bronronoca BeIpyTrajics U MOYTH OETOM MPUITYCTHII CEPEAMHOMN TOPOTH, MOKA HE HATKHYIICS
Ha U3ropojib.

W3ropoas Oblila Ha MECTe — HECKOJIBKO J1ap MEPeBsI3aHHBIX JI030M KOJBEB C KEPASIMHU KPUBO
TOopyaiu B cHery. TYT, 3a mOJOCKON KapTOQUISIHMILA, U CTOsAJIA KOTJIa-TO Ta caMas IyHbKa, Ha MECTe
KOTOpO ceiiyac BO3BHIIIAJICS OCNbIii CHErOBOM XOMIMUK. MecTaMu TaM BBITUPAIo, OYTPHIIOCH YTO-
TO TEMHOE — HEJIOTOPEBIIINE TOJOBEIIKH, YTO Js1? HeMHOTO B OTHaeHUH, Y MOJIOAON SOJIOHEBOM
MOCAJKU, TAe OBLTM TOCTPOWKH, TOXKE TPOMO3IWINCH 3aHECEHHbIE CHETOM Oyrpel C
MOJypa3pyLICHHOW, HEJIENO OrOJIE€HHOM mneubto nmocepeauHe. Ha MecTtax ke capaeB — HE MOHATH
ObLTO — HaBEpHO, HE OCTAJIOCH U TOJIOBEIIEK.

Munyty Ppi0ak cTOsT BO3JIe M3TOPOAM BCE C TEM KE HEYMOJKABIIMM PyraTesibCTBOM B IyIIIE,
He cpaszy cooOpas3uB, 4TO 3/1eCh ciaydwioch. Ilepeq ero miazamMu BO3HHMKIIA KapTHHA HEIAaBHETO
YeJIOBEUYECKOT0 KWJIbSI C HEMYAPEHBIM KPECThSIHCKUM YIOTOM: XaToOM, CEHSIMH, OOJbIION
3aKOMYEHHOW IeYbl0, BO3JIE KOTOpOH Xjomotana 0abka Menanpss — mexnia apaHukd. [1moTHO
3aKyCUB C JOpOTM, OHM CHJEIM Torga Oe3 camor Ha JIeKaHKEe M CMEIIMIM XOXOTyHbIO JIr0OKYy,
YTOINABIINYIO MX JICCHBIMU OpexamMu. Teneph nepe HUM ObLIO MOXKapHIIIe.

— Cgonoun!

[IpeomoneB MUHYTHOE OIleTIeHeHHe, PpIOak mepemarnyin >kep/ib U MOA0MIIeN K MeUd, YKPBITOM
mankoil cBexero cHera. CoBepUIEHHO HENENbIM BBIMIAAEN HAa HEH 3TOT CHET, IJIOTHBIM IUIACTOM
JISKABIIIMK Ha 3aTHETKE U JJaKe 3allevaTaBIInil ycThe neuu. TpyObl HaBepXy yxKe He ObLII0, HaBEpPHO,
oOBanmiIach BO BpeMsl Mokapa M ceiliyac BMECTe C roJOBEUIKaMu HEpOBHOM Kydeil Oyrpuiach mop
CHETOM.

Czanu tem BpemeHeM nputanimics COTHUKOB, KOTOPBIN MOT4a MOCTOST HEMHOTO Y U3TOPOAH
U 0 YUCTOMY CHETy IOJBOpbsl OTOIIeN K KoionesHoMmy cpyOy. Komomer, kaxkercs, OblT TYT
€IMHCTBEHHBIM, YTO HE MOCTpajalo B HelaBHeM pasrpome. Llenm okasancs u Kypasib. Bricoko
3aJIpaHHbII €r0 KPIOK THUXO PacKayMBaliCs Ha XOJIOMHOM BeTpy. PpiOak B cepalax MHYyN carnorom
IyCcTOE ABIPSIBOE BEAPO, 0OOIIEN pa3IOMaHHbIN, 0e3 KoJec, SIUK MOIy3aMEeTEHHOW CHETOM TeJeTH.
Bonbie TyT HedeM ObLIO MOKUBHUTHCS — TO, YTO HE COXpal OrOHb, HABEPHO, JaBHO PaCTAIWIH
monn. Ycaapba cropernia, ¥ HUKOTO Ha HEW yxke He Obuto. Jlake HE COXpaHUIIOCH YETOBEYECKUX
CJIEJIOB, JIMILIb BOJTYbH METISIIN 32 U3TOPO/IbI0 — HABEPHO, BOJIK TOXKE UMEJI KAKME-TO CBOU BHJIBI Ha
ATOT 3JI0CYACTHBIN XyTOP.

— IMonpy6anu HazbiBaeTcs! — Opocuin Peibak, yHBITO BO3BpaIasch K KOJTO/ILY.

— Brigan kro-1o, — cumio oro3Bancsi COTHUKOB.

bokoM mpucioHUBIIKCH — K cpyOy, OH 3aMETHO MOSKHUBAIICSA OT CTYXH, H, KOT/Ia TIepecTaBal
KallJISITh, CIBIIIHO OBUIO, KaK B €r0 TPYAH THUXOHBKO TMOXPHUIBIBAIO, CIOBHO B HEUCIPABHOMN



rapMoHHU. Ppi0ak, 3amycTUB B KapMaH PyKy, cOOpasl TaM MEXIy MaTpOHOB TOPCTh MapeHON KU —
OCTaTOK €r0 CETOHSAIIHEN HOPMBI.

— Xouemp?

be3 ocob6oii rotoBHocTH COTHHMKOB MpPOTSHYN PYKY, B KOTOpylo PpiOak oTchiman u3 cBOei
ropct. O6a NPUHSIMCH MOJTYA JKEBAaTh MATKHUE XOJIOAHBIE 3epHA.

[Toxxanyii, UM HaYMHAJIO BCEPbE3 HE Be3TH, U PhIOak moxymal, 4To 3TO HEBE3E€HUE MEpecTaeT
OBITh CIIy4alfHOCTBIO: Ka)KeTCsl, HEMIIbI 3aKUMall OTps Kak ciemyeT. M He Tak BaxHO OBLIO, YTO
BIIBOEM OHH OCTAJIUCh TOJOIHBIMHU, — OOJIBIIIE TPEBOXKHIIA MBICITH O TE€X, KOTOPBIE MEP3JIH TeTeph
Ha Oonote. 3a Heneno 60eB U OETOTHHU IO JiecaM JIFOIM U3MOTANINCh, OTOIIAIN Ha OJHON KapTOLIKe,
0e3 xJyie0a, K TOMY K€ YeTBEepO ObLIO paHEHO, IBOMX HECTH C COO0M HAa HOCHIIKAX. A TYT MOJIUIIAN 1
KaHJIapMepus: OOJOXKUIM Tak, YTO, MOXKalyl, HUTAEC He BbICYHyThcs. Iloka mpoOupanuck jecom,
Peibak mymai, 4To, MOXKET, 3Ta CTOpOHA 0OJIOTA ellle He 3aKphITa U yAACTCs MPONTH B JIEPEBHIO, HA
XyHIoW KoHeI[ TyT OblT XyTop. HO BOT Hajekaa Ha XyTOp pyXHyJa, a Aalbllle, B TPEX KHUIOMETpax,
OBUTO MECTEYKO, B HEM TOJIMIEHCKIIA TapHU30H, a BOKPYT TOJNS W Oe3leche — Tyaa MyTh UM
3aKa3aH.

JloxeBbiBast poxb, Peibak 03a00ueHHO noBepHycs K COTHUKOBY.

— Hy 751 kak? Ecnu miox, Tonaid Ha3aa. A s, MOXET, KyJla B IEPEBHIO TOACKOTY.

— Onun?

— OpnuH, a yto? He Bo3BpaIarhes xe ¢ MyCThIMU pyKaMHu.

CoTHUKOB 350KO0 MOApParuBajl OT XOJIOAA: Ha BETPY Hauaj JIFOTO TpoOuparh Mopo3. UToObI Kak-
TO COXpaHUTh OCTaTKM TEIUIa, OH BCe DIIyOXe 3acoBbIBal 0340IIME PyKHM B HIMPOKHE pyKaBa
[IMHEJTH.

— Yro THI IIANIKK KaKoil He pocTan? Pa3ge aTa corpeer? — ¢ ynpekom ckasai Peroak.

— [llanku ke B JieCy HE pacTyT.

— 3aT0 B IepeBHE y KaXI0T0 MYy>KHKa IIarKa.

COTHHKOB OTBETHJI HE Cpasy.

— Y0 %Ke, C My>KUKa CHUMATh?

— He o0s3arensHO cHUMATh. MOXKHO U €l11e Kak.

— JlagHo, naBait moronanu, — o0opBal pa3roBop COTHUKOB.

OHu mepenesnu 4epe3 U3ropoAb M cpazy okazaiuch B mnosie. COTHHKOB Bpa3 CCyTYJWJICS,
n1y0ke BTSHYJI B BOPOTHHK MaJICHBKYIO B IMTHJIOTKE TOJIOBY, HOPOBSI HA XOJly OTBEpHYTHCS OT BETpA.
Pri0ak oTKy#a-TO M3-3a Ma3yxH BBITALIWI 3aMyCOJIEHHOE, OyITO MOPTSIHKA, BaesbHOE MOJIOTEHIIE
U, CTPSIXHYB €r0, MOBEPHYJICS K HATApHUKY.

— Ha, oOGmoraii mero. Bee Teruteit Oymer.

— Jla mangHo...

— Ha, Ha! A To, m1si11, COBCEM OKOUYPHIIIBCSI.

COTHUKOB HEXOTS OCTAHOBWJICS, 3a)all MEXIy KOJIEHEH BHUHTOBKY M CKpPIOYEHHBIMHU,
HETHYITUMHUCS TAJIBIIAMH KO€-KaK 3aKyTaJl TIOJOTECHIIEM IIIETO.

— Hy Bo! — ynoBnerBopeHHO cka3an Peibak. — A Teneps naBaii ppanem B ['y3aku. Tyt nmapa
KHJIOMETPOB, He OonbIiie. YTo-HUOYIb paccTapaemcsi, HE MOXKET OBITh. ..
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B mone Obuio eme xoimofgHee, YyeM B JIeCy, HAaBCTpeUy MyJ YIpPYTUd, HE CHIIbHBINA, HO
00KHUTaIOIIEe-MOPO3HBIN BETEP, OT HETO J0 0O0JIM 3aXOIUIUCh OKOUEHEBITNE 03 MepyaToK PyKu: KakK
COTHHMKOB HM IIpsSITaJl UX TO B KapMaHbl, TO B pPyKaBa, TO 3a Ma3yXy — BCE PaBHO Mep3iu. Tyt
HEZ0ATO OBLTO OOMOPO3UTH JUII0 M OCOOCHHO yIIH, KOTopble COTHHUKOB, MOPIIACh OT 0OJH, TO M
JIEJIO Tep CYKOHHBIM PyKaBOM IIIMHEIH. 32 HOTH OH HE Olacajcs: HOTU B xoab0e rpenuck. [Ipasna,
Ha TMPaBOH OTHSUIUCh, MOTEPSB YYBCTBUTEIHHOCTh, JIBA TIOMOPOXKEHHBIX TMayblla, HO OHH
OTHUMAJIUCh BCCraa Ha MOpPO3€ U OGBI‘-IHO Ha4YMWHaJIUu 6OH€TL B Teme. Ho Ha X0JIoA€ MYYUTCIILHO
HBIJIO BCE €ro OONBHOE MPOCTYKEHHOE TEJI0, KOTOPOE CETOIHS BIOOABOK KO BCEMY HAUayo CIle H
JINXOPaUTh.



WM erie mMoBe370 — CHET B MOJIe OBLT IOCTATOYHO TBEP/I UM HE CIHIIKOM ITTyOOK, OHU MOYTH
BCIOAY JEPXKAJIUCh TMOBEPXY, JIMIIb MECTAaMH MPOBAIMBAACH TO OJHOW, TO JPYrol HOTOM,
MIPOJIAaMBIBAs 3aTBEPAEBIIUI OT MOpo3a HacT. Tenepp TN BAOJIb TPUBKH OyphsiHA MO CKJIOHY BHU3.
B mone OpuT0 HEMHOTO CBeTiee, YeM B JIECy, CEphIi MPU3PAYHBIA CYMpPaK BOKPYT Pa3IBUHYIICS
Mpe, BHU3Y Ha CHETY MENBTCIIMIN OT BeTpa cyxue crebnu OypbsHa. CmycTs 4eTBepTh 4aca
BIIEPEN 3aTEMHEJNICS KaKOW-TO KyCTapHUK — CITyTaHHBIC 3apOCIH JIO3HSKA WM OJbIIIAaHWKA HaJl
PEUYKOH, M OHU HE CIelIa MOILLIN K TUM 3apOCIISIM.

COTHUKOB 4yBCTBOBAJI ce0s BCE Xy)Ke: KPYKHJIaCh TOJI0OBA, BpEMEHAMU B CO3HAHUU YTO-TO KaK
OyATO MPOBaIUBAIOCH, MCYE3a]0 M3 MaMATH, U TOTJAa Ha KOPOTKOE BpeMsl OH Jake 3a0bIBalj, T
HaxOJWUTCS U KTO ¢ HUM. HaBepHo, B caMoM Jiesie Hasio ObUIO BOPOTHTHCS HIJIM BOBCE HE TPOTATHCA
U3 Jieca B TAKOM COCTOSIHMM, HO OH MPOCTO HE JOIMYCKaT MBICTH, YTO MOXET Bcephe3 3aboners. He
XBaTajo enle 00JIeTh Ha BoMHe. HUKTO M3 HUX He 00JIell Tak, YTOOBl OCBOOOXK AN OT 3aJaHui, Ja
€Ile TaKMX MYCTSIKOBBIX, KaK 3T0. Kauuisiau, npocTyKUBajlIuCh MHOTHE, HO MIPOCTY/Ia HE CYUTAIAch
B Jiecy Oone3Hbro. M korga Tam, y kocTpa Ha 00JI0Te, KOMaHIUp BbI3BaI ero 1mo ¢hamminnu, COTHUKOB
HE ToayMan o Oone3HH. A y3HaB, YTO NPEACTOUT CXOAUTh B CENO 3a MPOAYKTaMHU, Jaxe
00paoBaics, TOTOMY YTO BCE TH JHHU OBLI TOJIO/ICH, K TOMY K€ MPHUBJIEKaa BO3MOXHOCTh KaKOMU-
HUOYb Yac MOTPeThCs B JOMAIIIHEM TETLIe.

U Bot morpesncs.

B necy Bce-Taku ObLIO JieTde, a TYT, Ha BETPY, OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJ ce0si COBCEM TIIIOXO M Jake
UCITyTaJICS, YTO MOXKET YIACTh: TaK KPYKIJIACh TOJIOBA, M OT CJIA00CTH BEJIO U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.

— Hy, kax Tb1?

OcraHoBHUBIINCH, PhiOak oOepHyICS, MOAOXKAAI, W OT 3TOTO €ro MPOCTOrO BOIpOCa, Ha
KOTOpBIM He 00s3aTenbHO ObUTO OTBeuarh, y COTHHKOBA MOTEIJIENO B ayiie. bombiie Bcero oH
0O0sIJICST M3 HAITApHUKA TIPEBPATUTHCS B 00y3y, XOTS M 3HAJ, YTO, €CIIU CIIYIUTCS HAUXY/IIee, BBIXO
JUTsE ce0st HaiiieT caMm, HUKOTO He oOpeMensis. Jlaxke u Pribaka, Ha KOTOpPOro Kak OyaTO MOXKHO OBLIO
noniokuThes. [locie HemaBHEro mepexoga IIOCCe, KOTa MM JBOMM BBIMAJIIO MPUKPBITH OTXO
OCTAaTKOB pa3OUTOrO OTpsa, OHU Kak-TO COMM3WINCH MEXAy co00il M BCe TOCIEAHHE THU
Jep>kaich BMecTe. HaBepHo, MOTOMY BMECTE MOTIAIM M Ha ATO 3aJaHHeE.

— Bor nomuny npotomnaem, a Tam 3a Oyrpom u nepeBHs. Hemanexo yxke, — mombaapuBai
Pr16ak, 3amenisist mar, 9To0bl UITH PSIIOM.

COTHHMKOB JTOTHAJ €r0, U OHM BMECTE IMOILIH 1Mo CKIoHy. CHer TyT cTall riy0Oke, ueM ObLT Ha
MIPUTOPKE, HOTH YaIlle MPOJaMbIBAIM TOHKOBATHIA HACT; MECSI] TETepb OJIECTEN 3a WX CIIMHAMH.
Betep cuiabHBIMEU OpBIBAMU Pa3fA0abHO TYJsI B CHEKHOM I10J1€, KOPOTKHE MOJbI ITUTIEIH XJIEeCTaln
1o 03s101mmM kosieHsiM CoTHuKoBa. PriOak BIpyr oOepHYIICS K TOBApPHUIILY:

— Bce cipocuth xouy: B apmuu Thl KeM Obu1? HaBepHO, HE psAAOBEIM, a?

— Kombatom.

— B nexore?

— B aprwimepun.

— Hy toraa sicHoe n1eno0: Masio Xoui. A sl BOT B IIEXOTE BCIO JOPOTY TOMAro.

— W nanexo nporonan? — cnpocus COTHUKOB, BCIIOMUHAs CBOIl IyTh Ha BOCTOK.

Ho Pr16ax 310 moHs1 nHaye.

— Jla BOT kak Buauib. OT CTapUIMHBI 1O PAIOBOTO JOLIEN. A Thl KaApOBBIN?

— He coBcem. [lo TpuanaTh 1eBATOTO B IIKOJIE paboTall.

— YT0, NHCTUTYT OKOHYMJI?

— YuuTenbCKuil. JIByXroqu4HbIN.

— A s, 3Haems, IATh KJ1accoB Bcero... M To...

Pribak He MOTOBOPHI — BAPYT MPOBAIWICS 0OEMMHU HOTAMH, HETPOMKO BBIPYTaJCS U B3SUI
HECKOJIBKO B CTOPOHY. TYT y»e HauMHAJICSI KyCTapHUK, 3apOCIH JI03bI, KaAMBIIIIa, CHET CTaJl phIXJiee
Y TIOYTH HE JeprKal HaBepXy; MOJl HOraMHu, KaxkeTcs, Obl10 60510T0. COTHHKOB B HEPEIIUTEILHOCTH
OCTaHOBUJICS, BEIOMpAs, Ky/la CTYTIUTh.

— 3a MHOH, 3a MHO# nepxu. [lo cnenam, Tak nerue, — u3ganu ckaszan Peibak, HanpaBmsisch B
KyCTapHUK.



OnHM po1ro mpoOHpanTuch MO LIMPOKOM MOWMEHHOH JOIIMHE, MOKa BBUIC3TH U3 3apociei
MEp3JI0r0 TPOCTHHKA, OTYASHHO HIEIECTEBUIET0 BOKPYT, MEPELUTH 3aChIMTaHHY0 CHETOM PEUYIIKY U
CHOBA TIOILIH JIyTOM, pa3rpedas HoraMu phIXJiblid, ITyOokuil cHer. COTHUKOB COBEPIIEHHO H3HEMOT,
TSOKENIO JbIIall M eABa JO0XKJAaJCs, KOorla KOHYMTCA 3Ta OOJOTHCTash HU3MHA M HAuyHEeTCs TOJIe.
HakoHen KycTapHUK OcTajcs 10331y, epe]l HUMU I0JI0T0 MOAHUMAJICS CKIIOH, CHETa 3€Ch CTajo
MeHbiie. Ho uaru BBepx okxazanoch He Jjierdye. CoTHUKOBAa Bce OoJble OfiofieBaja yCTaloOCTh,
MOSIBUJIOCH KaKOe-TO CTpaHHOE Oe3pasinyuue Ko BCeMy Ha cBeTe. B ymiax Tsryde, co 3BOHOM T'yIelo
— OT BeTpa WIHM, MOXET, OT YCTaJOCTH, U OH OTPOMHBIM YCHJIMEM BOJHM MPHUHYXAad cels
JIBUTAThCS, YTOOBI HE YHACTh.

Ha cepenune IIMHHOTO CKJIOHA CTajl0 U BOBCE IUIOXO: MOJKAIIMBAINCH HOTH. XOPOILIO elle,
YTO CHEry TyT OBLIO Majo, a MECTaMH €ro M BOBCE IOCIYBajoO BETPOM, M Torna moja Oypkamu
MPOCTYNalu NbUIbHBIE IIMHUCTHIE IUICHIMHBI. PhiOak BbIpBasics [JajeKko BIEpe] — HaBEPHO,
CTapaJicsi JOCTUYb BEpIIMHBI XOJIMA, YTOOBI OINIAJETHCS, — KaXeTCs, yXKe CKOpO JOJDKHA Oblia
nosiBUThCsl JiepeBHs. Ho emie He AoWas A0 BepliMHBL, OH OcTaHOBWIICS. COTHUKOBY IMOKa3alloCh
U3aJM, YTO OH TaM YTO-TO YBHJIEJN, MO OTCIOAA €My IIJI0XO OBLJIO BHUIHO, YTO UMEHHO. CHEroBOM
XOJIM TOJIOTO TOJAHHMMAJICA K 3BE3IHOMY HeOy U TZe-TO PacTBOPSUICA TaM, Ucue3ash B TYCKJIOM
MapeBe HouM. [lo3anu ke MIMPOKO M MPOCTOPHO PAacKUHYJAach cepasl, MPUTYMaHEHHas paBHUHA C
MPEPHIBUCTON TMOJOCON KyCTapHUKA, CJIa0bIMU OYEPTAHUSMU KaKHX-TO MSATEH, PaCIUIBIBUATBIX
TEHEH, a elle Jaibllle, IOYTH HE MPOCMAaTpPUBAsCh OTCIOZA, 3aTaWICS] B TEMEHU IOKMHYTBIM UMU JIEC.
OH ObL1 1aJIeKO, TOT JIEC, @ BOKPYT CTHIJIO HA MOPO3€ HOUHOE T0JI€ — €CJIA YTO CIYUYUTCS, TOMOIIN
JKIATh HEOTKy/A.

Pribak Bce emie CTOsI, OTBEpPHYBUIMCH OT BeTpa, Korga COTHHKOB KOe-KakK NPHUBOJIOKCS K
Hemy. OH y)Xe He NpUIEepKHUBAJICS €ro ciena — CTyHall Kyjaa Momnajo, JUIb Obl He ymacTb. U,
MOJIOM/ 151, HEOXKUJITAHHO YBUEI: O] HOTaMH Obljia 10pora.

OHu HUYETo HE CKazajau ApYT JIPYry, BCIYLIAINCh, BUIAAEINCH U MEAJIEHHO MOLUIN BBEPX —
OJIMH TI0 MPaBOMH, a APYroi Mo JIEBOM KojessM Aopord. Jlopora, HaBepHO, Bela B IEPEBHIO — 3HAYUT,
MOJKET, €lle yAacTcs IOWTU TyJda, HE CBAJUTbCA B IyTH. BOKpyr mpocTHpancsi BCE TOT K€
IIPU3PAYHbIl HOYHOM MPOCTOP

— cepoe MoJIe, CHET, CYMpPAaK CO MHO)KECTBOM HEYJIOBUMBIX TEHEBBIX NE€PEXOAOB, IATEH. 1
HUT/IE He ObLIO BUIHO HU OTOHBKA, HU JIBUYKEHHS] — CMOJIKJIA, 3aTHXJIa, IPUTAUIIACH 3€MIISL.

— Croit!

COTHHMKOB IIAarHyJl WU 3aMep, KOPOTKO CKPHUIHYJ W 3aTHX MojJ ero Oypkamu cHer. Psgom
HEMO/BWXHO 3acThlll Pribak. OTKyaa-To ¢ TOi CTOPOHBI, KyAa YXOIWJIa J0pora, HEBHATHO JOHECCS
roJIoc, OOpBIBOK KAaKOro-TO OKpHKa BBIPBAJCS B MOpPO3HYIO HOYb M mpomai. OHU TpPEeBOXKHO
BIVISIJICJIMCH B HOUb — HENAJIEKO BIEPEAH, B JIOKOMHKE, ITOXO0XKe, Oblila IepeBHS: HEpOBHas Mojoca
Yero-To T'POMO3JKOTO MSTKO cepelia B cympake. Ho HU4Yero orpeneneHHOro TaMm Hesb3sl ObLIO
pa3o0paTth.

3amepeB Ha Jjopore, 00a BCMaTpuBallCh, He Oylyud B COCTOSIHUU MOHSTh, NEHCTBUTENBLHO JIN
3TO OBUT KPHK WJIM, MOXET, UM TOKa3ajaoch. BOKpYr ¢ MpHCBUCTOM UIypliasl B OypbsHE BeTep W
Jexana HeMass MOpo3Hasi Houb. W BIpyr CHOBa, ropaszio yke SIBCTBEHHEH, 4eM MpexJe, TOHecCs
YeJI0BEUECKUM KPUK — KOMaH/a WIH, MOXET, pyrareiibCTBO, a 3aT€M, Pa3oM YHHUUTOXKas BCE UX
COMHEHHSI, Bl 0abaxHyJ U 3XOM ITPOKATUIICS TIO TIOJTIO BBICTPEIT.

Ppi0ak, 4TO-TO MOHSB, C 0OJer4YeHueM BBIOXHY, a COTHUKOB, HABEPHO, OTTOT0, YTO JIOJTO
CEepKUBAJI AbIXaHUE, BAPYT 3aKalUISICS.

MHUHYTY €ero HEOTBS3HO OMJI Kalllellb, KaK OH HU CTapajcs YHITh €ro, Bce MPUCIYIINBAsCh, HE
JIOHECYTCS JIi HOBBIE 3BYKU. [IpaBna, u 6€3 Toro yxe OblIO MOHATHO, Yel 3TO BBICTPEI: KTO K€ ellle,
KpOME HEMIIEB WM UX MPUCTYKHUKOB, MOT B TaKyl0 IOPY CTPEATh B JAepeBHE? 3HAYMT, U B TOM
HaMpaBJICHUH MyTh UM 3aKpPbIT, HAJI0 IOBOPAYUBATH OOPATHO.

BricTpenos, onHako, Oombilie HE ObLIO, pa3a JiBa BETEp JIOHEC YTO-TO MOXOXKee Ha roioc —
pasroBop WM OKpHK, HE pa3o0parh. Bepknas, PeiOak ckBO3b 3yObl 3710 CIUTFOHYI Ha CHET.

— Illypytor, cBonoun! [l Benukoit ['epmanun.

OHu e1ie NMOCTOSIN HENOJTO, MPUCTYLINBASCh K BETPEHOM THUIIH, 00ECIIOKOCHHBIE BOIPOCOM:



4yTO JenaTh Janblie, Kyda Mmojatbcsi? bByato eme Ha 4YTO-TO Hajesch, Ppibak mpomormkan
BIVISIABIBATHCSL B Ty CTOPOHY, Il BO Mpake ucyesana jgopora; COTHHUKOB K€, OTBEpHYBIIHUCH OT
BETpa, HAUMHAJ MEJIKO, IPOCTYIHO JIPOXKATh.

— 3HauuT, Tyga HEYero M coBarbecs, — pemmn Ppibak, 03agaueHHO MepeMHHasCh Ha
CKpHUITyueM cHery. — MoxeT, naBail j1oxOuHkoi mpoiiaem? TyT rme-To, HOMHHUTCS, €Ie JOJDKHA
OBITh IepeByLIKA.

— JlaBaii, — ogHOCIOKHO cornacuiicsi COTHUKOB M 3510K0 MepeiepHyI MIeuyaMH.

Emy Obuto Bce paBHO Kyda WATH, JUIIb Obl HE CTOATH HA 3TOM IPOHHU3BIBAIOIIEM BETDY.
YyBcTBa €ro IpeMOTHO TYTIENH, NO-NPEXKHEMY KpYXKHIach rojioBa. Bee ero ycuius tenepp yxoauin
TOJILKO Ha TO, YTOOBI HE CIOTKHYThCS, HE yNacTh, MO0 TOTJa OH, HABEPHOE, YK€ HE MOAHSICS ObI.

OHU CBEpHYNIU C AOPOTH U IO CHEXKHOM LIEIMHE HAlpPaBUWINCh TY[a, IAE€ MIMPOKUM ISATHOM
TEMHEJ Kakoi-To KycTrapHUK. CHer Ha CKJIOHE CHayana OblT MENKHH, MO LIUKOJIOTKY, HO
MIOCTENICHHO CTaHOBWIICA Bce IIyOike, ocoOeHHO B HHU3MHKe. K cyacThio, HM3MHKAa OKa3ajach
HEIIMPOKOH, OHU CKOPO MEPELUTH €€ U TOBEPHYIIH BJIOJb 3apOciiell MEJIKONeChs, OJU3KO0, OIHAKO, HE
noaxols K HUM. COTHHUKOB IUIOXO OPUEHTHPOBAJICS HAa 3TOM MECTHOCTU M BO BCEM IIOjarajics Ha
Pr16aka, KoTophIil 00Ia3mII 3CIIHAE MECTa €Ille OCEHBI0, IO YePHOM TpoIe, Korja UX HeOOIbIIOi
OTpSII TOJIBKO erie coOupain cuibl Ha Topenom 6osore. HauaB ¢ HeOONbIIONH TUBEpCUH Ha JI0pore,
ATOT OTPsi/ 3aTeM Iepeles K JejiaM MoBakHee — B30pBajl MOCT Ha McisHke, cker JbHO3aBOJ B
MECTEeYKe, HO Tocie YOMiicTBa Kakoro-T0 KpYIMHOTO HEMEIKOT0 YHHOBHUKA OKKYHaHTBI
BCIIOJIOIIMINCH. B KOHIle HOAOPSI TpH POTHI *KaHAapMoB, ouenuB [openoe 0om0TO, HauaIM 00JIaBYy,
U3 KOTOPOM OHU €71Ba BBIPBAJIUCH TOTA B COCENHMM bOpKoOBCKUiL Jiec.

COTHHKOB, OJTHAKO, B TO BpeMs ObLI JaJeKo OTCIola U €/Ba JIM MOMBILUIUT 0 napTtuzaHax. OH
JieNian TPeThIo MOMBITKY MPOOHUTHCSA uepe3 JIMHUIO (PPOHTAa M HE JIOMYCKall MBICIH, YTO MOXET
OKa3aThCsl BHE apMuU. J[BeHaduarh cyTok npoOupanack u3-noa CiloHMMa Ha BOCTOK HEOOMbIIast
rpynna apTUUIEPUCTOB — TEX, KTO YLENed M3 BCEro KOIAAa-TO MOIIHOTO KOPITyCHOIO
apTuiuiepuiickoro nosika. Ho Ha bepesnne Bo BpeMs nepenpaBbl TOYTH BCs OHA ObljIa paccTpelisiHa
U3 3acajbl, a KTO yIeJel WIN He MOLIEN KO JHY, OYYTWICS B IUIEHYy y HeMleB. B umucie 3tmx
MOCJIEIHUX, Ha cYacTbe WK Oeny, okazaicss 1 COTHUKOB.

Ha, 310 ObUIM OTIMYHBIE pedsATa, ero apTUWUIEPUCTHI, Pa3BEUUKHU, OTHEBHUKH M CBS3HCTHI.
Kpyrslii ro OH moiy4all ¢ HUMHU TOJIBKO MATEPKU M OJarolapHOCTU OT HA4YalbCTBa 3a OOEBYIO
MOATOTOBKY, MAacTEpPCTBO M METKYIO CTpeibOy Ha IOJIKOBBIX, apMEHCKUX M TOKA3HBIX YUCHHSIX.
Jymaioch, pa3pa3uTcs BOWHA, U UM OymyT oOecriedeHbl Onectsmas moodena, opaeHa, ra3eTHas
cllaBa U Bce Ipouee, K YeMy OHU ObUTM BIIOJIHE MOJATOTOBJICHBI U Y€ro, 0E3yCIOBHO, 3aCIyKHBAJIH.
ITo kpaiineit mepe, Ooble IPYTHX.

Ho na BoiiHe Bce monmyudmnock uHaue. CIOydusioch Tak, YTO B pacHoOpsDKEHHM OaTtapen
OCTaJIOCh HECKOJIbKO CYMTAHHBIX CEKYHJ, M HauOONbIIMM pe3yapTaT Jajld Te, KTO CKopee
COPUEHTHPOBAJICA, TIPOBOPHEE YCIIEN 3apsAauTh, KTO IMPOCTO OKAa3ajCs JOBYEE U HE pACTEPSJICS B
MOMEHT, KOTJ]a Y HET0 CaMOro 3a/IpOXKajiu PyKH.

Ppi0ak yBepeHHO mIarajg BIEpeId BAOJb OMyIIKU Jecka. COTHUKOB OMSTh MPHUOTCTAN, €ro
CYKOHHBIE pacTONTaHHble OypKH, HEJABHO JIOCTABLIMECS €My OT YOUTOro rnapTu3aHa U3 MECTHBIX,
POBHO IIOpXaJIH 10 CHEKHOU 3aMATH. VX MyTh Jekan BHU3, BETEp 3aX0AnI COOKY, MECSI] TYCKIIO U
poBHO Onecten ¢ HebockioHa. [lo-pexkHeMy ObUIO MOPO3HO M BETPEHO, OT cTykU y COTHUKOBa
BCE CKaJoCh, OJEpeBeHen0 BHYTpu. Kaszamoch, HMKOIZAa B JKM3HM OH HE MHCIBITBIBA] TaKOTO
cobaubero xojoja; Kak B 3Ty (eBpalibcKyl0 HOUb. OT yCTajJoCTH M OJHOOOPA3HOTO LIypIIAHUSA
BeTpa B OypbsHE TOJIOBa €ro MOJHWIACH T'YJIIOM W IyTaHUIEW HEBHATHBIX (pa3, pa3roBopos. B
TYCKJION CYMSITHLIE MBICJIEH MIOPOU IBCTBEHHO MPOITISABIBAIIO YTO-TO U3 €r0 MPOILIOTNO. ..

Hauxynmee u3 Bcero cocrosno aiast COTHHKOBa B TOM, YTO 3TO OBLI €ro HEpBbIM M €ro
nocieaHuit ¢GppoHTOBON 00#, K KOTOpOMYy KOMOAar roTOBHWJICS B TEUEHHE BCEM CBOEH CirykObl B
apmun. K coxxaneHuto, 3TOT 3710CHacTHBIN OO ellie pa3 3acBUAETEIbCTBOBA TOT HETIPENIOKHBIHM, HO
HEPEIKO UTHOPUPYEMBbIH (DAaKT, UTO B YCBOGHHHU OMbBITA MPEbIAYIIeH BOWHBI HE TOJBKO CHIIA, HO,
HaBepHOe, U cllabocTh apMuu. HaBepHO, xapakTep KaXIoW Cieyrolleil BOHHBI ciiaraercsi He
CTOJIbKO M3 THUIIMYECKUX 3aKOHOMEPHOCTEH MpebIayliel, CKOJIbKO W3 HE3aMEUEHHBIX WU



UTHOPUPOBAHHBIX €€ UCKIIOUYCHUN M HEOXKUJTaHHOCTEH, 4TO M (POPMUPYET Kak ee MmoOesibl, TaK U ee
nopaxenus. JKamp, yTo COTHUKOB MOHSUI 3TO CIMIIKOM JJIsi ce0sl MO3AHO, KOTZa YPOKH €ro
KOPOTKOH (pOHTOBON HayKH OBbLTM A1 HEro yxke Oecroies3Hbl, a Bcs ero OarapeiiHas MOILb
IIPEeBpaTHIIach B IPyay MOKOPEKEHHOIO MeTalljla Ha OyJablKHOM 1occe moj CIOHUMOM.

Bce 310 mpencTaBisuiocs Teneph Kak CTPAllHbIN, KOIIMAPHBIM COH, U, XOTS U IIOTOM Ha €ro
JIOJIIO BBIMIAJIO0 HEMAJO YyJAOBUIIHBIX MCHBITAHUH, TOT MEPBBIA 00N HHUKOIJa HE U3IVIAJAUTCA B €ro
MaMATH.

...UeTBepThIll J€Hb I'POXOUYIIAsl KOJOHHA MOJKAa TallWiach MO JIECHBIM H IPOCEIOYHBIM
JloporamM Ha 3amaj, IOTOM CBEpHYyJIa Ha IOI, HO HE IIpoexajga M JAECsATKa KWIOMETPOB, KaK ee
ITOBEPHYJIM Ha ceBep. TpakTopa CBOMM HEYMOJIYHBIM PEBOM OIVIYIIAJIX OKPECTHOCTh, OT IIEPErpeBa
KHUIIEJIa BOJa B painaTopax, MoT U MbUIb pa3beaau Juia 0oiinos. C paHHEro yTpa 10 TEMHOTHI Hall
HUMU BHCEJIa HEMEIKasi aBHUallusl, «IOHKEPChD) HEMPEPHIBHO OCHINAIN KOJIOHHY OombOamu. Bce Ha
Jopore ObLIO 3aBajieHO MECKOM U 3eMJIeH, CMpagHO TOpeiH TArayd, yleleBiine 0e30CTaHOBOYHO
o0be3Kalll UX: KOJIOHHAa HE MpeKkpaliaina JBUKEeHHA. oMbl co cTaHMH OecrnopsaoyHO MaWIH
BBEPX U3 BUHTOBOK, HO TOJIB3bI OT TaKOM MX cTpeiabObl Obl10 Majo. OHM J1a)e HEe MOIIM 3aCTaBUTh
CaMOJIEThI IOJHATHCA BBILIE, U T€ HOCUIIMCH HAJ| JOPOTOM, €/1Ba HE 3a/1eBast BEPXYLIKH ITOCAJIOK.

COTHHUKOB cuie] Ha TOJIOBHOM B OaTapee TpakTope M Kak U30aBJICHHs, KaK CaMOro OOJIbIIOTO
CUACThS kaXJajdl KOMaH/Abl CheXaTh C ATOM MPOKIIATOM JOPOrH M Pa3BEpHYThCS. YK OH Obl TOraa
BCTpeTu1 HemileB. OH Obl OOpYIIMII Ha UX TOJIOBBI TaKOE, YTO UM M HEe CHWIOCh. Ho He ObLI0 Jake
KOMAaH/JIbl OCTAaHOBUTBHCSA, IIOJIK BCE JBUTAICA W JBHUrajcCsi, W KaKJIbple JBa 4Yaca HaJ HUM
pasrpykajguch OOHAINIEBIINE KIOHKEPCHD U «XEHHKENIn», Iepe/l KOTOPBIMH BCS 3Ta OTHEBAsk MOIIb
ObL1a 6e33aIUTHOM.

Tak HacTynuIa MOCIEAHSS HOYb UX ONIY>KAaHUS 10 3aMaJHOOETIOPYCCKUM JIOPOTaM.

[Tonk ObLT yke JaleKo He TOT, YTO BHaYaJjie: HECKOJIBKO pacueToB Mormodio, B ero Oarapee
MOYTH IPSMBIM IOTIaJjaHueM O0MOBI pa3BOPOTHIIO Ha Jopore opynue. [Ipasaa, TpH elie ocTaBaluCh
WCIIPaBHBIMH, Pa3Be€ YTO CO BMATMHAMH Ha LIUTaX, C N30JAPAHHON I'yCMAaTUKOM KOJIEC U MHOKECTBOM
OCKOJIOYHBIX LIPAaMOB Ha CTBOJIAX M CTAaHMHAX. Y BTOPOTO OpYAUs MOTEK MPOOHUTHIM HAaKATHHK.
YerBephIx MOrudmmx OarapeiIpl Be3Nd, B MpHULIENIE Ha CHAPSAHBIX SAIIUKAX, CEMEPBIX PaHEHBIX
OTHpPaBWIM B ThUI. Brpouem, 310 ObulM emie HE camble OOJNbIIME MOTEpU — APYTHMM Oarapesim
JocTanoch Xxyxe. [lonkoBass KOJOHHA COKpAaTHIAch €Ba HE HAIOJIOBHMHY, HECKOJIBKO OpYIHH
0CTaJIOCh Ha JJOpPOre: MOBPEXICHHBIE TPAKTOPA HE MOIVIM MX TSHYTh, a 3allacHBIX He Obu1o. Tenepn
MOYTH BCIO HOYB JIBUTAJIMCh HA BOCTOK, M B 3ToM ObuT Tutoxout mpu3Hak: [THILI, 3akypuBmmit u3 ero
MayKy, HAMEKHYJI Ha OKpY>KEHHe, OHO U B CaMOM Jiesie OblIo Moxoke Ha To. BoiIpl He cnanu Bce
YEeTBEpO CYTOK, HEKOTOpbIE, CHJIi Ha CTAaHWHAX, HEMHOTO B3APEMHYIH MO/ YTPO — HOYb Oblia
caMOM CHOKOMHOM mopoH, eciau Obl HE 3Ta HEOINpeNeIeHHOCTh B OOCTaHOBKE, YEpHOW IIaxou
HaBHclIasg Haj mnosukoM. [lepex paccBeToMm caenaid KOPOTKYHO OCTAaHOBKY B KakKOM-TO JIEpEBHE,
HaBCTpeuy LM MEXOTUHIIBI; HeB/IaJIeKe, BUIHO OBLIO B HOUH, 3aKXKEHHOE aBUAIMEH, 4TO-TO TOPEIIo
SApKUM, Ha MOJHeOa, MiIaMeHeM — TOBOpPWIH, cTaHus. HUKTo uM He OOBSICHUI HUYEro, BUIHO,
KOMaHJIUPbI 3HAJIU He Oomble OOMIIOB, HO JIOAIM KaK-TO caMO COOOH Mepenaioch, YTO COBCEM
O0nmu3Ko HeHIpl. Bckope komanmup monka maiop [lapaxHeBHY MOBEpHYS KOJIOHHY Ha OOKOBYIO,
obcakeHHYI0 BepOamu jaopory. Iloexanu kyna-to Ha 1or. Houblo ObUTO criokoiiHee Ge3 aBHalu,
3aTO OHU OBUIM CIIETBl U IIYyXU: 3@ PEBOM TPAKTOPOB HUYETO HEBO3MOXXHO OBUIO YCIHBINIATH, & B
JIETHEW HOYHOM TEMHOTE He MHOTrO yBUaulllb. Ilepen cambiM paccBeToM COTHHUKOB HE BBIIAEPKAI U
TOJIBKO 3a/ipeMall Ha CUJEHbE, KaK I'POMOBOIl B3phIB Ha 00OYMHE BBIpBaJ €ro u3 cHa. KomOara
obnano 3emiiel U ropsiueil BOJIHOM B3pbIBa, OH TYT k€ BCKoumiI: «Komcomoren» CHIBHO ocenl Ha
IpaByIo ryceHuny. 1 Tyt Hauanocs. ..

Kak pa3 cBetaso, 3a BepbaMu SpKO CHHEN Kpail Heba M cepesio OBCSHOE TOJe, @ OTKYAa-TO
CIepenr, OT roJ0Bbl KOJOHHBI, MX HaYaldu paccTpennBarh TaHKH. He ycnen COTHUKOB COCKOYHTH C
TpaKToOpa, Kak pAJOM 3ambuial Tsrad TpeTbed Oaraped, NpoBajuiach B BOPOHKY TIayOwuIa.
OmnymieHHbI ONM3KUMU yapaMH B3pbIBOB, OH CKOMaHJOBajl Oarapee pa3BEpHYThCS BIPABO U
BJIEBO, HO HE TaK MPOCTO ObLIO BBIBEPHYTHCS C TPOMO3JIKUMHU OPYIUSMHU Ha y3Koi gopore. Bropoi
pacueT Opocuiicsi depe3 KaHaBy B OBEC M TYT K€ IOJNy4WsI JIBa CHapsja B TpakTop, rayouna



OIIPOKMHYJIACh, 33J]paB BBEPX KOJIECO. YTPO OCBETWIIOCH SPKUM IUIAMEHEM TOpSIUX TPaKTOpOB,
MOCAJIKH 3aCTJIAJI0 COISPOBBIM IBIMOM — TaHKH PAaCCTPETUBAIIH MOJIK Ha JOPOre.

OT0 OBUIO HaWXyALIEe, YTO MOIJIO CIYYHMTHCS, — OHM MOTHOAIH, a BCS MX OTHEBas MOIIb
OCTaBaJlach IOYTH HEUCIOJb30BaHHOW. [IOHSAB, YTO MM OTBEIEHO HECKOJIBKO CKYIBIX CEKYHI,
COTHHUKOB C pacueToM Koe-KaK pa3BepHyJ MPsSMO Ha JOPOre MOCIEIHIOK YIEIeBIIyl0 rayoumy u,
HE YKpeIUIssl CTaHWH, €/lBa YCIIEB COJpaTh YEXOJI CO CTBOJIA, BBICTPENIMJ TSXKEIbIM CHapsAOM.
ChHayana Henb3st ObUIO M pa3MIsiieTh, I7I€ T€ TAHKU: TOJIOBHBIE B KOJOHHE MAIMHBI TOPEIH,
yieneBimue OOHIBI ¢ HUX Oexanu Haszald, AbIM U IMOKOPEKEHHBIE TpaKTopa BIEPEId MeEIlaiu
npuennThes. Ho monMuHyTHI criycTs Mex 1y BepOaMu OH BCe K€ YBH/JIEI MEPBbI HEMELKUN TaHK,
KOTOPBI MEIJIEHHO IOJI3 3a KAHABOW M, CBEPHYB OPYAMMHBIA CTBOJ, raxajl M raxaj BBICTpEIaMHu
HANCKOCOK MO KojoHHe. COTHHMKOB OTTOJNKHYJ HaBoAuMKa (Opyaue OBbLIO YKe 3apsiKeHo),
JIPOXKALTUMU pyKaMH Koe-KaK TOBEpHYJI TOJICTEHHBIN rayOnYHBINA CTBOJ M HAKOHEI] MOMMaJ 3TO ele
TYCKJIO€ B YTPEHHEN JIBIMKE CTPAILMJIMILE Ha IEPEKPECTUE TAHOPAMBI.

BricTpen ero rpoxHys nogoOHO yaapy rpoMa, rayouIiia CUIBRHO cana Hasajl, O0JIbHO yaapuia
MaHOPaMOM B CKYIy; BHM3Y, M3-TI0J HE3aKPEIJICHHbIX COIIHHKOB, OpPBI3HYJIO MCKpPaMU OT KaMHEH,
OJlHa CTaHWHA MITyOOKO Bpe3ajach COLIHUKOM B OpOBKY KaHaBbl, BTOpas OCTajach Ha BeCy Ha
nopore. CKBO3b NbUIb, IOAHITYIO BBICTPEJIOM, OH €IlI€ HE yCIIEJ HUYETO PasmIsIeTh, HO yCIbIILAl,
KaK paJloCTHO 3aKpU4all HABOAYMK, U TOHSJ, YTO nonay. OH TyT e OMATh MPUIAJl K MaHOpaMe —
ellBa He 3aKpbIBasi cO00 Bce ee MoJe 3peHus, 3a JOPOroi ABUraics BTOpOil TaHK, KoMOaT BIEpHII
rayOM4HbI CTBOJ B €ro cepoe Jjluile — Tak ONM3KO TOT Kazajcsi B ONTUKE — M KPUKHYI:
«OroHs!» 3aMKOBBII OTpearnpoBaj BOBPEMs, BBICTPE OISATh ONIYIINI €10, HO B 3TOT pa3 OH yCIEll
YKJIOHUTBCS OT TMAHOpaMbl M 3a MbUIbIO TEpe CTBOJIOM YBHJEN, KaK TO, YTO 3a CEKYHIYy [0
BhICTpeJia OBUIO TAHKOM, XPSICTHYNO, Oy/ATO sIMUHAsi CKOPIIYIa, ¥ OT MOIIHOTO BHYTPEHHETO B3pbIBa
YJacTSAMHU pa3BaJIWIOCh B CTOpOHBI. HemoBopotiuBasi, Tsbkenasi, npeaHasHauYeHHast Ui CTPEiIbObl U3
JTAJIEKOTO ThlIa rayOuIia CBOMM MOIIHBIM CHAPSI0M pa3Heciia TaHK BApeOesry.

HeoxunanHo ux oxBaTtui azapT 00eBoil ynaun. Yke He oOpalias BHUMaHHs Ha MOTEpH, Ha
yOUTBIX M pPAaHEHBIX, YTO, MCTEKas KPOBbIO, KOPUMIUCH Ha MbUILHOM OyJIbDKHUKE, Ha OTOHB,
MOXKUPABIIUN WX TEXHUKY, U Tpaj Mydb OTTYAa, W3 TAHKOB, HECKOJBKO YIEJIEBIIMX PacdyeTOB
BCTYNIWJIM B HEpaBHBIH 00l ¢ TaHkamu. TeM BpeMEHEM paccBello, yXe CTallo BUIATh, Kyda
nenuTbesa. Heckoabko moxapoB ABIMHO MBUIAJH 32 I0POToil: HEMELKHE MalIiHbI TOPEH.

COTHHUKOB BBITYCTHJI IIECTh TSDKEJIBIX CHApSAZOB M pa3Hec BApeOe3ru emie aBa TaHka. Ho
KaKoe-TO TI0JICO3HATENbHOE, OOOCTPEHHOE OMAacHOCTHIO YYBCTBO IOJCKA3ajo €My, YTO yJada
KOHYAeTCsl, YTO CyAp00H MM cilydaeM OTIyIIEHHbIE CEKYHIbl MCIIOIb30BAHBI UM MOJIHOCTHIO, YTO
CJIEIYIOIINH, BTOPOM MM TPEeTU CHapsa W3 TaHKa OyneT ero. Bnepeau *KUBBIX, HAaBEPHOE, Y)Ke HE
0CTaj0Ch, MOCIEIHUM NPUTAILWICA OTTYyAAa M ynas, oOnMBas KpOBBIO CTaHWHY, KOMAaHAMDP MOJKa;
psAAOM B KaHaBe Oaxaiu M3 KapaOMHOB HECKOJIbKO OOMIIOB — METWJIM B TaHKOBbIE Iienu. Bozme
AIIMKOB YTKHYJICS TOJOBOM B 3eMilto 3apsbkaromiuii KorotkoB, c3aau HUKOro Oosblie He OBLIO.
Torna COTHUKOB Ha 4YeTBEPEHbKaX caMm OpoCWiCA K CHapsiiHOMY siuky. OIHaKko OH He ycmeln
JIOTIOJI3TH 1O HEro, KaK C3aJu ONIyILIAIoUIe IPOXHYJO, Tyras BOJHA B3pbIBa paciulacTaja €ro Ha
OyJBDKHUKE, U YEpHOE YIYILJIMBOE IOKPHIBAJIO HAa HECKOJBKO MOJTUX CEKYH]I 3aKpbUIO COOOM
JIopory. 3aJ0XHYBUIMCh OT 3€MJIM U TIBLIM, OH KPAeIIKOM CO3HAaHHUS BCE JK€ NIOYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO JKUB,
U TYT e TMOJ JIaBOM 3eMIISIHOM TpyXH, KOTOpas HU3pUHYJAach CBEpXy, pBaHyjics K opyauto. Ho
rayOouia y>xe HeMOIIHO CKOCOOOUMIIach Ha Kpal BOPOHKH, CTBOJI B3PHIBOM CBEPHYJO B CTOPOHY,
CMpaJIHO ropeja pe3uHa KojlecHoro oboma. M torma oH moHsul, 4ro 310 KoHel. OH IUIOXO ele
cooOpakasl, caMm yuejel HId HET, HO YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO OIVIOX: B3pBIBBI BOKPYI VIUIM 32
HENPOHUIAEMYIO TOJICTYIO CTEHY, JpyTHUe 3BYKH BCE Pa3oM MCYE3JIH, B TOJIOBE CTOSJ MPOTSHKHBIN
Oone3HeHHBIN 3BOH. VI3 HOCa MOKa3anach KpOBb, OH IPSI3HO pa3Masall ee 10 JIMIY U CIHOI3 C I0pOTH
B KaHaBy. Hanpotus, 3a Bepbamu, TSKeJO0 MepeBaJIBasCh Ha TyCEHUIIax, 111ejl, HAaBepHO, TOT CaMblH,
noAOuBIIMKA ero TaHK. CBEXHUH YTpPEHHUH BeTep CTJal YepHble KOCMBI JbIMa OT MbLIAIOIIETO
TpaKTopa, >KUPHO BOHSIO COJISIPKOIM M TPOTUIJIOM OT B3PBIBOB, JBIMHO TJIeJla THMHACTEpKa Ha Ijieyue
y’K€ HE)KMBOT'O KOMaH/AMpa MOoJIKa.

[ToTpsiceHHBI HEOXKUAAHHOCTHIO pa3rpoMa COTHHKOB MHUHYTY OCOJIOBEJIIO CMOTpENl Ha



MOJ3YIIME 32 JIOPOTOM HEMEIKMEe TaHKW, UX HOMepa M 4epHo-Oeible, BbIOMTHIE MO Tpadapery
KpecThl. M Torma KTO-TO HEpHYJ €ro 3a pyKaB, OH TIOBEPHYJ TOJIOBY — pSIOM IOSIBHIOCH
3araykaHHOE CaXe M KpPOBBIO JIMIIO CTAapUIMHBI OaTaped, KOTOPbI 4YTO-TO KpUYal eMmy H
MOKa3bIBaJl PyKOW B ThLJI, Ky/la IO KaHaBe Oekaau OOMIIbI.

OHM BCKOYMJIM M CKBO3b BOHIOUMH JbIM Haj JOpPOTOH, NMPUTHYBIIUCH, TaKXKe MOOekKaru

TyIa...

3

Pribak oOorien MBICOK MENKOJIEChsl M OCTaHOBWIICS. Briepean, Ha CKIIOHE MPUTOpPKA, B €1Ba
CEpEBIIIEM MPOCTPAHCTBE HOYM, TEMHEIHU KpailHME MOCTpOWMKH AepeBHH. Kak oHa BwInIsiaena
orciona, Peibak yke He MOMHWI: KOTJa-T0, B HaYaJe OCEHH, OHU MPOXOAMIN CTOPOHOU 1O J0pOre,
HO B JEpEeBHI0O He 3axoqwid. Bmpouem, ceifuac 3To ero mano 3a00TUIO — BakHEE OBLIO
OomnpeacinTb, HET JIU TaM HCMICB WUJIKU IMOJIUIACB, ‘ITOGBI HCHAPOKOM HC YIOAWTH B 3aIlaIHIO.

OH HemoNro MOCTOSUI BO3JIE KyCTapHUKA, MPUCTYLINBAasCh, HO HUYETO MOJO3PUTEIHHOTO B
JIEpEeBHE BpOJIe HE ObUIO CIBIIIHO. JIOHECTIOCh HECKOIBKO Pa3pO3HEHHBIX, MPUTITYIICHHBIX HOYBIO
3ByKOB JIGHMBO MpOTsBKaja cobaka. [lo-mpexxHemy ymnpyro W HAacTONMYMBO Iyl BETep, TUXO

MIOCBHUCTBIBASL PSIZIOM B MEP3JIBbIX BETBSIX, MaxXHYJIO JBIMOM — T/€-TO, HABEPHO, TONMIU. Tem
BpeMeHeM c3au nojorren COTHUKOB U, OCTAHOBHUBIINCH, TOXKE BCMOTPEJICS B CyMEPKH.
— Hy uro?

— Bpone tuxo, — Herpomko ckazan Peidak. — [lomuim momaiy.

beuto 661 ynoOHee M Kopoue CBEpHYTh K KpaifHell B 3ToW JepeBHE M30yIIKe, YTO TeMHeIa
HEBJIaJIeKe, TI0 caMbleé OKHAa YBSI3HYB B cyrpo0Oe, — TaMm HauuHajach yiauna. Ho Bozne kpaiiHei
BCerga OONBIIHIA PUCK HAMMOPOTHCS Ha HEMPUATHOCTH: B KOHIIE YAHUIBI OOBIYHO 3aKAHUYMBAIOT CBOM
MapuIpyT KapayJablIUKH U MATPYJIH, TaM K€ YCTpauBaeT 3acajibl noauuusa. M1 oH cBepHys MO CHETry B
CTOpOHY. Bnonb mpoBONOYHOW B JBE HUTKM Orpajbl OHM NEPElUId JIOIMHUHKY, HAMpaBissiCh K
HEJaJIeKUM MOCTPOHKaM, TECHO CTPYAMBIIUMCSI B KOHIIE OTOPOAOB Ha OTIIHOE. DTO OBLJIO T'YMHO.
Tam ere NOCTOSIIM MUHYTY 33 pacTPECKaBIIMMCS YIJIOM MYHbKHU WUJIM TOKA C MPOJPAHHOMN KPBIIIEH,
MpUCITyIIaNNCh, U Ppibak ¢ ommsiakod Beimien Ha npurymbe. OTcroga OBLIIO pyKOM IMOAaTh 10
HU3EHBKOH, CUPOTIIMBO MOKOCHUBIIEHCS M30YIIKH MPH OIHOM capaifuMke, Ky/la Bella yTONTaHHAas B
CHery TponuHka. Peibak caenman mo Hed ABa miara, HO TYT K€ COCTYINWJI B CHET — Ha TPOIIKE
MIPOH3UTEIBHO 3aCKPUIIEIIO MO/ CaroraMu. 3a HUM NMPUHI B cTOpoHYy COTHHKOB, U OHU TOILTH Tak,
1o 00€ CTOPOHBI CTEXKKH, K H30€.

OHHu ellle HE JOCTUIIM capallyuKa, KaK JI0 UX CiIyXa SIBCTBEHHO JIOHECCS CTYK — BO JIBOpE
KTO-TO pyOus npoBa, pyOmi Bpoze Obl ¢ HEOXOTOM, BIOJCHIBI. PriOak oOpagoBayics: eciu pyosT
JIpOBa — 3HAYUT, B JIEPEBHE, HABEPHO, BCE THXO, UyX uX HeT. K TOMy ke He HaJl0 cTy4arb B OKHO,
MIPOCUTHCS BIYCTUTh — 000 BCEM MOXHO OyneT paccmpocuTh ApoBoceka. [IpaBma, oH TyT ke
MoJlyMaJi, YTO HEOCTOPOXKHOCTHIO MOKHO CIYTHYTh YeJIOBEKa — 3aBUJIEB UYXKHX, 3alPETCs, TOT/Ia
monpoOy# ero BBITANTUTh U3 U30bl. M OH Kak MOKHO THIlle 00O0IIEN capaluuK, MEepeCcTynI yepes
KOHIIBI OpPOIIICHHBIX HA CHETY JKep/iel U BBIIIENT U3-32 yIJIa.

B TtemHOBaro-cepbIx CyMepKax JBOpa y Orpajabl KTO-TO BO3WJCA ¢ nojieHoM. OH He cpasy
MIOHST, YTO 3TO JKEHIMHA, KOTOpasi, 3aCIIbIIIaB C3a/I1 1IAry, BAPYT UCITyTaHHO BCKPUKHYJIA.

— Tuxo, mamama! — HerpoMKko ckazan PriOak.

PacrepsiBiinch, oHa 3amepia mepel HUM — HHU3CHBbKas MOXWIas TETKa B rpyOOM, TOJCTO
MOBSI3aHHOM Ha TOJIOBE IJIaTKe — U HE MOIJIa BBIMOJIBUTH clioBa. PhIOak U3 MpesocTOpokHOCTH
B3IISIHYJ Ha BEIYIIYIO0 B CEHU JBEPbh, Ta ObLIA 3aKphITa, OOJNBIIE BO JBOPE BPOJIE HUKOTO HE OBLIO.
BnpoueM, oH HEe OueHb M Omacajicsi — OH YK€ 3Hajl, 4YTO B ATOH JAEepeBHE CIOKOMHO. [lonwuiau,
MOKaJy#, 3aCeIu 32 CAMOT'OH, @ HEMIIbI BPSAJI JIU TYT MOSBIISTUCK.

— Of1, rocniogu 60xe, u Harryranach xxe! O, rocosu. ..

— JlanHo, xBaTtuT Kpectutbes. [lonuiaes B 1epeBHE MHOTO?

— A Het nonunaes. beut oauH, Tak B MeCTEUKO repedpaics. A OOJbIe HET.

— Tak, — Pp16ak npoiesncs 1o 1Bopy, BHIIVISIHY U3-3a yria. — JlepeBHs Kak Ha3bIBaeTCs?



— Jlacunbl. JIscHHBI JAEpeBHsS, — MOJHAs BHUMAHUA W €II€ HE MPOLISAIIEro HCIyra,
OTBEYaJIa TeTKa.

Ee Tomop mi1y0oko cuiesn B CyKOBaTOM €JIOBOM IIOJIEHE, KOTOpOE OHA, OYEBHMJHO, TIIETHO
MBITANIACh PACKOJIOTh MOTOJIAM.

Pribak yxe MPUKWHYJ, YTO HEIUIOXO Obl TYyT M OTOBAPHUTHCS: MOAXOMA-BBIXOJ] XOPOIIWH, Ha
IIyTH TYMHO, JIECOK — €CJIM 4TO, BCE 3TO MPUKPOET UX OT UYKOTI'0 IJ1a3a.

— Kro eme noma?

— Taxk ogHa x 51, — Oy/ATO yAMBUBLINCH UX HEOCBEOMJIEHHOCTH, OTBETUIIA KEHILMHA.

— U Gonpbiie HuKoro?

— Hukoro. OpmHa BOT XHUBY, — BApPYT MOXaJIOBAJIach OHA, BCE HE CBOAA C HErO
BBDKUAATEIbHO-TPEBOKHOTO B3MNIsAJA, HABEPHO CTapajach yrajarb TAaHYIO II€JIb MX HOYHOIO
BU3HTA.

Pri6aka, ogHako, Mao TPOHYI ATOT €€ JKaJOCTINBO-MTOKOPHBIN TOH, €My YK€ ObLIA 3HAKOMBI
9TH HAWBHBIE TOBAJKU JIEPEBEHCKUX TETOK, PazkajloOuTh e€ro Obuto TpyaHOo. Temeps OH W3ydan
00CTaHOBKY Ha JIBOpe — YBHJET PACKpPHIThIE BOPOTA B capail M 3ariiiHya B €T0 TIyXOW, MOJHBIH
HABO3HOTO 3araxa Mpax.

— Yro, mycTo?

— IlycTo, — ymaBHIMM roj0coM MOATBEpANa KEHIIWHA, HE OTXO/As OT Tornopa. — 3albpanu
BCE YHCTO.

— K0 3a6pan?

— Hy, u3BectHo kT0. Kak y kpacHoapmeiickoit marepu. UToO UM MOAaBUTHCS, Hpoaam!

TyT Ppibak ¢ MHMOJETHBIM COYYBCTBHEM B3IISHYJ Ha KEHIIMHY — €CJIHM Ta Iepeluia Ha
MPOKJISATHUS, 3HAUYUT HE BPET, MOXKHO BepUTh. VI OH mpo ceds HeTOBOIBHO UMBIXHYI, MOHSB, YTO U
3/1eCch, HABEPHO, HUYETO HE BBIMJIET, — HE JI0 HUTKH XK€ o0uparh ee, U 0e3 Toro 00oOpaHHYIO
HeMuamu. [Ipunercs uckarp ganblie.

COTHHKOB, CCYTYJISACh, YHBUIO OKHJIAJ 1OJI CTEHOU, M PbI0ak marHysm K KeHIIKUHE.

— Uro, He packosenib?

Terka moraganack, 4YTO OH MOMOXKET, U, 3aMETHO 00paJ0BaBIIUCh, KaK-TO cpa3y cOpocuia C
ceOs MMyNIMBYIO HACTOPOKEHHOCTD.

— Jla BOT, X0 Ha Hero, BOmIa — He Boizepy. C Beuepa ObIOCh, HU TyJla HU CIOfIA.

— A ny nai!

Ppibak 3akuHyn 3a COMHY KapaOWMH U 00€MMHU pyKaMH B3SJICS 3a TVIAJKOE CyXO€ TOIOPHIIIE.
XaKHyB, CWJIBHO YIapHJI IIOJIEHOM O KOJIOZY, TOTOM €LIe. YIapsil METKO, C YI0BOJIBCTBUEM, OLTyLIas
CHIIy B PyKax U MPUBBIYHYIO C JE€TCTBA CHOPOBKY, KOTJ[a TaK e BOT 3MMHHUMH BeYepaMM KOJOJI Ha
yTpo ApoBa. [ImiuTe He MOOMI, a KONOTh BCerna ObLT TOTOB C OXOTOM, HaXO/As KaK Obl M3BEYHOE
YIOBJIETBOPEHHUE B 3TOM TPY/IHOM, HE IMIIEHHONW MY>KCKOTO Y/1aJbCTBa paboTe.

Ha uerBeprom ymape TpemmHa KpuBO o0ekala CyK, M TMOJEHO pa3BaIuioch Haaoe. OH
PaCKOJIOIN elle U MOJTOBUHKH.

— Or cnacubo, ceiHOK. [lait Tebe Oor 3mopoBbHUYKA, — 0€3 TEHU HEAaBHEW CKOBAHHOCTH
Onmaromapuia TeTKa.

— CrnacuboMm He oTnenaenbes, Math. [IpoaykTsl uMeroTcs?

— Ilponyxte1? A kxakue nponyktel? bynbbouka ectb. Menkas, mpaBna. Ecnu uro, 3axoaure,
CBapIO 3aTUPKH.

— 910 yto! Ham ¢ co6oii Hajo. CKOTUHY KaKylo.

— 3, ckotuny. [ 1e ee B34Th Teneps...

— A TaMm KTO XuBeT? — PpI0aK mokaszan pykoi depe3 Ooropo, TJe 3a OCTPOBEPXUM THIHOM
Oenena CHeXHas Kphbllla coceiHedl mocTpoiiku. KakeTcs, TaM TONMIU: BeTep 3aHOCKI BO JBOP
3amax JIbIMa U 4Yero-To ChbECTHOTO.

— A Ilerpa Kauan. OH Tenepb cTapoCTOi TyT, — HPOCTOMYIIHO COOOITHIIA TETKA.

— Ja? 3nemnunii crapocra? Tel crnpimuinb? — Pribak nosepHyscst kK COTHUKOBY, KOTOPBIH,
MIPUCIIOHSCH K OpPEBHY, TEPIEINBO CTOSUI MOJ] CTEHOH.

— Hy. [locTaBmim cTapocToi.



— CBoqoun, ga?

— A He ckazarb. CBOM 4€I0BEK, TYTOIIHHM.

Pr10ak, momeuIuB, pemmi:

— Jlamno, monutn k ctapocte. OH-TO YK, HABEPHO, Toboraye Teos.

OHUM He cTany UCKaTh CTEXKKY, MOJUIE3NIM TOJA KE€pAb B M3TOPOAM, MEPEIUIN 3achblIaHHBIN
30510 U KapTo(enbHOW KOXKYypOH OropoJl M uepe3 Iblpy B CTApOM ThIHE MPOJIE3NU BO JBOP
CTapOCTBHI.

TyT nopsiaka OpL10 TOOONBIIIE, YEM HAa COCEIHEM JIBOPE, BO BCEM UyBCTBOBAIACh 3a00TIIMBas
pyka xo3simHa. C Tpex CTOpOH J1BOp 0OCTymaiu MoCTporku: u30a, capail, Ierkuil HaBecC; y KpblIbla
CTOSUIM CaHM C OCTAaTKaMU CEHa B PO3BaJbHAX — BEPHOE CBHJIETENBCTBO TOTO, YTO XO3AHUH
HaxoauTcs foma. [lon kpeiiei capast BeICWIICS JIaJAHBIH mTabeleK HaroTOBJIEHHBIX, HATMICHHBIX U
MTOKOJIOTBIX JIPOB.

Korma onum eme mepexoauin oropojl, Peidak mpumeTHna B 3aMep3IieM OKOIIKE TYCKIIbIe
OTOJIECKM CBETa — HABEPHO, OT KONTHJIKU — M TEHepb YBEPEHHO CTYIWJ Ha CKPUITydHEe JOCKH
KPBLIbLIA.

OH He cTy4an — /Bepb OblIa HE 3amepTa, CIIPaBUTHCS C HEW eMy, CEIbCKOMY >KUTENI0, ObLIO
IPUBBIYHO U MPOCTO: MOBEPHYJ HA YETBEpTh 000pOTa 3aBEPTKY, M JABEpPh, TUXO CKPUIIHYB, cama
pactBopwiack. OH Tpomien B TEMHBIE CEHHU, BAbIXas I0Jy3a0bIThle, TYCTO YCTOSIBLIMECS
KpPECTBSHCKHE 3allaxy, OCTOPOYKHO IOBEJ PyKOH IO cTeHe. Ilanplibl €ro HaTKHYIUCh Ha KakKyro-TO
3a;myOeHEBIIIYIO OT CTYKU OZEK[IY, 3aTeM Ha JIBEpHYIO IUIaHKy. Halrynas nojuie Hee mMpoKaJeHHYIO
MOPO30M 3aBeCy, OH JIETKO OTHICKaJ OJUHAKOBYIO BO BCEX JIEPEBEHCKHX JIoMax ckoOy. M 3Ta aBeph
OKa3ajach He3alepToil, OH MOTAHYJ €€ Ha ceds M MepecTyNHSl BBICOKOBATHIN MOpOT, mepenaBast
ckoOy B xoJoaHble pyku COTHUKOBA.

Ha onpoxuHyTO# mocpenu cTona MUCKe ropesia KONTHIIKA, OTOHEK €€ UCITyTaHHO BBITHYJICS OT
KIIy0a X0J101HOTO BO3ayxa. [10XKMII0#, ¢ KOPOTKO MOACTPHKEHHOM OOPOI0i YenoBeK, CHAEBIINM 3a
CTOJIOM B HaOpOIIEHHOM Ha IUIeYM TYJIyHuuKe, MOAHSI ceayr rojoBy. Ha ero mmpoxowm,
HEMPUBBIYHO OCBEIICHHOM CHHU3Y JIMIIE KOPOTKO OJIECHYN HEOBOJBHBIN B3NS, TYT XK€, OJHAKO, U
MOTYXUINH 1MO0J1 HU3KO ONMYIEHHBIMU CEABIMU OPOBSIMH.

— J1oOphlii Beuep, — €O cAepKAHHOM BEXIIMBOCTHIO 10310poBajics Pridak.

Koneuno, MoxHO Obl U 6€3 3TOr0 MPUBETCTBUS HEMELKOMY MPHUCIYKHUKY, HO Pbibaky He
XOTEJIOCh Cpa3y HauMHaTh HEMPUSATHBIN AJ1 HETO pa3roBop. CTapuk, OHAKO, HE OTBETUJI, JaXKe HE
TMOILIEBEIMIICS 32 CTOJIOM, TOJIBKO €IIE pa3, yke 0e3 BCSIKOTO JIF0OOMNBITCTBA, MOIIISIEN Ha HUX.

C3ann Bce Hecno xononoM — COTHHMKOB HEYMENO I'pOMBIXaJl JIBEPBIO, TIIETHO CTapasch
3axJIONHYTh ee. Ppibak oOepHysCs, ¢ MPUBBIYHBIM HPUCTYKOM 3aKpbUI JBEpPh. XO3SIMH HAKOHEI]
MEJJICHHO BBIIIPSIMUJICS 3@ CTOJIOM, HE MEHsIs, OJIHaKO, 0€3y4acTHOTO BBIpaKCHHS Ha JIHIEe, OyATO U
HE JI0TaJIbIBAJICS, KTO OHH, 3TH HEMIPOLICHbIE HOYHbIE TIPUIIEIIBIIBI.

— Tel 3gemHM crapocta? — oduUMaIbHO crpocusl Ppibak, Bpas3BajKy HampaBisisicCh K
ctoiy. B TpodeiiHbix ero canorax 0bIJ10 CKOJIB3KO € MOP03a, M OH HEBOJIHHO CAEP KHUBAJI IIar.

Crapuk B37OXHYJ M, HaBEpHO IIOHSAB, YTO NPEACTOMT Pa3roBOp, 3aKPbLI TOJICTYIO KHUIY,
KOTOPYIO Mepe/l TEM YUTaJ Y KOTITUIIKH.

— CrapocTa, Hy, — cKa3aJl OH pOBHbBIM, 03 TeHHU HCITyTa Wi 101000CTPaCcTHs TOJIOCOM.

B 1o Bpems B 3ameube MOCIHBIMIAICS KOPOTKUN HIOPOX, U M3-3a 3aHABECKH, IMOMpaBiss Ha
rOJIOBE IIJIATOK, MOSBUJIACH MAJIeHbKasl, Xy/lleHbKasi ¥, BUHO MO0 BCEMY, OUCHb MOJIBHKHAS KECHIIHHA
— HaBEpHO, X035iKa ATON U30bl. PpIOak CHsI ¢ Iyieya ¥ MPUCTaBWII K HOTaM KapaOuH.

— JloraapiBaembesi, KTO MbI?

— He cnenoi, Brky. Ho exun 3a Bogkoid, Tak HeTy. Bero 3abpanu.

Pri0ak co 3HaueHneM B3IIsIHYNI Ha COTHHKOBA: CTapblii MIEHb — HE MPUHUMAET JIM OH X 3a
nonuiaeB? Bmpouem, Tak, MOXeT, W Jydlle, MOAyMal OH M, COXpaHsis JOOPOLYLIHYIO
HEBO3MYTHMOCTb, CKa3al:

— Yo 3k, o0oiaeMcs 6e3 BOAKH.

Crapocra momonuan, OyITO pa3MbIIUIsAs HAJ 4YeM-TO, MOJABUHYJ Ha Kpail cTojda MHCKY C
KonTuiakoi. Ha momy crano cetiee.



— Ecnu Tak, cagutecs.

— Ara, caauTech, CaJuTeCh, JAETKH, — 00pajoBajach NMPUIIALICHUIO XO35SMHA >KEHIIMHA.
[TogxBaTuB OT CTONA CKaMEWKy, OHA IMOCTaBHUJIA €€ y MEeYKH, B KOTOPOH, BUAHO OBLIO, OTOpajIn Ha
HOYb IpoBa. — TyT OyaeT Teruiee, HaBepHO ke, 031011, Mopo3 Takow. ..

— MOXXHO U TpucecTb, — coracuics Peibak, HO cam He cenl — KuBHYJI COTHHUKOBY: —
Canuce, rpeics.

CoTHuKOBa He HaJ0 OBLJIO YyrOBapHBaTh — OH TOTYAC OMYCTHJICS HA JIABKY M MPHUCIOHUICS
CIHMHOMN K 1obereHHOMY OOKy rnedynr. BUHTOBKY Aepxall B pykax, OyATO onupaics Ha Hee, MUIOTKY
Ha TOJIOBE HE MOIpaBMJI Jake — KakK Oblja IIyOOKO HacyHyTa Ha MPUMOPOXKEHHBIE YIIH, TaK U
ocTanack. Ppibaky TeM BpeMEeHEM CTaHOBHJIOCH BCE TeIlIee, OH PacCTETHYN CBEpPXY MOJIYIHIYOOK U
CIIBUHYJ Ha 3aThUIOK HIAIKY. XO35IMH OCTABAJICS 3a CTOJIOM C HE3aBHCHMO-0ECCTPACTHBIM BHJIOM, a
X034MKa, CJI0KHUB Ha )KUBOTE PYKH, HACTOPOKEHHO U TPETIETHO CIIeANa 3a KaXIbIM UX JBUKCHHUEM,
«boutcs», — nogyman Peibak. Crnenyst cBoeil mapTH3aHCKOM NMPUBBIUKE, OH, MPEXKJE YeM CEeCTh,
npouiesncs mo u3be, OyITo HeB3HaUall 3aIVISIHYJI B TEMHBIN 3alleuek M OCTAHOBHJICS BO3JIE KPACHOTO
¢danepHoro mkaga, OTTOPaKUBABILETO Yrojl C KpOBaThiO. XO3siiKa yBaKUTENBHO OTCTYINWJIA B
CTOPOHY.

— Tam HMKOTO, JETKH, HUKOTO.

— Yro, os1HU KHBETE?

— Oxnu. BoT ¢ nenom Tak M KONTUM CBET, — € 3aMETHOM MEYallbl0 CKa3aja jkeHIuHa. U
BApPYr HE MpeayoXkuia, a Kak Obl 3ampocuia gaxe: — Moxkert, Bbl Obl moenu dero? Bepno ik,
rononHeie, a? KoneuHno, ¢ Mopo3a aa 6e3 ropsuero. ..

Pr16ak ynbIOHYICS ¥ TOBOJIBHO MOTEP 0301IHE PYKH.

— Moxet, u noequm. Kak nymaems? — ¢ JIeJaHHONW HEpELIMTEIbHOCThIO 00paTuics OH K
CotnuxoBy. — IloakpenuMmcs, €ciy aHu CTapOCTHXA YTOUIaeT. ..

— Bot u xopomo. f ceituac, — oOpagoBanachk xeHMHa. — Kamycrouka, HaBepHO, Terias
eme. U 31o... Moxert, Oynb00uku cBapUTH?

— Her, Baputh He Hajo. Hekorma, — pemmrenbHO Bo3pa3ui Peibak M Mckoca B3MISHYN Ha
CTapOCTY, KOTOPBIH, OOJIOKOTSICh Ha CTOJI, HETIOJIBUYKHO CUJIEIT B YTITY.

Han HuM, NOBsI3aHHBIE BBIIIMTHIMU MOJOTEHLIAMH, TEMHENIN TPU CTapUHHBIE MKOHBI. Pprdoax
TSDKEJIO MPOTOMAJl carnoraMyu K MPOCTEHKY U OCTaHOBMJICS mepes OOMbIIoi 3aCTeKIEHHON pamoi ¢
¢dotorpadpusmu. OH yMBIIIICHHO H30€raj npsiMo B3IISTHYTh Ha CTapOCTY, YyBCTBYsI, UTO TOT CaM, He
nepecTanasi, BTUXOMOJIKY HaOII01aeT 3a HUM.

— 3HauuT, HEMLIAM CITY>KHILb?

— IIpuxonurcs, — B310XHYJ cTapuk. — YUTo nonenaenms!

— W mHorO marsat?

Jlen He Mor He MOYYBCTBOBAThH SIBHOM W3J€BKH B 3TOM BONPOCE, HO OTBETHJI CIOKOHHO, C
JIOCTOMHCTBOM:

— He cnpamuBan u 31ate He xouy. CBouM, 000i11yCh.

«Opnnaxo! — 3amertni npo ceds Pridak. — BuaHo, ¢ xapakrepomy».

B Oepes3oBoii pame Ha CTeHe cpenu MOJAIKMHBI PAa3NUyHbIX (oTrorpaduil OH BBICMOTpEN
MOJIOJOTO, YEM-TO HEYJOBHUMBIM IIOXO)KETO HA JTOr0 Jela MapHs B T'MMHACTEPKE C
apTUWUIEPUICKUMH SMOJIeMaMy B METIMIAX U TpeMsl 3HaYKaMu Ha Tpyau. beiio B ero B3misiae uro-
TO OE3MATEKHO-CIIOKOMHOE U B TO K€ BpeMs I0-MOJIOIOMY HaWBHO yBepeHHOE B cele.

— Kt0 510? ChIH, MOXKET?

— CpIH, cbIH. TonuK Hall, — JJACKOBO NOATBEPAMIIA X0341Ka, OCTAaHABJIMUBASICH U UEPE3 IIIEHUO
Pri6axka 3arsaaeiBas Ha GOTO.

— A Teneps rae on? He B nonuumu cimydaitHo?

CrapocTta noJHsUII HAXMYPEHHOE JIHIIO.

— A HaMm otkyna 3Hath? Ha gpoHnTe ObLI. ..

— Oii, Ookeuka, Kak IOLIeN B TPUALATH JAEBIATOM, Tak Oonbine U He Buaenu. C camoro jeta
HU CIIyXy HU AyXy. XOTs Obl 3HaTh: )KUBOW WJIM, MOXKET, Y>K€ M KOCTOYKU CTHUJIU... — CTaBs Ha CTOJ
MHCKY CO IlIaMH, 3aTOBOpHUJIa CTapOCTHXA.



— Tak, Tak, — cka3ain Pb106ak, He OT3bIBasCh HA €€ JKAIOCTINBOE NpuuuTaHue. Beokaas, moka
OHa BBITOBOPUTCS, OH C HAXKUMOM 00BSBUI CTapuKy: — Oro30pui Thl cbiHa!

— A 10 Kak xe! U g1 )k eMy 0 TOM TBEP)KY JI€Hb U HOUb, — C >KapoOM IOJXBaTuja OT Ne4n
x034iKa. — Ono30puI1 U ChIHA U BCEX YHCTO. ..

D10 OBIO HECKOJIBKO HEOXKHIAHHO, TeM Ooiee 4YTO cTapocTHXa TOBOpHJA Bpojae Obl C
UCKpeHHel 0oibio B ronoce. CrapocTa, OllHaKOo, HUKaK HE OTO3BAaJICSl Ha €€ CJIO0Ba, HETOIBHYKHO
CHJIENI C TIOHUKIIUM BHJIOM, M PbIOaKy moka3anoch, YTO 3TOT Jie/ MPOCTO HEJOYMOK Kakoil-to. Ho
TOJILKO OH TOJyMaJl O TOM, KaK XMYpPO€ JIMIO CTApOCThl HAXMYPHIIOCH €l1ie OOJIbIIIe.

— bynert! He TBOE neno!

JKenimHa ToTyac yMOJIKiIa, OCTAHOBUBIIKUCH HA TOJIYCJIOBE, a CTAPOCTa BIEPUIT YKOPSIOLIUI
B3 B Pri0aka.

— A oH MeHs He ono3opwi? Hemiry, otnan — 3T10 He no3op?

— Taxk Bpinwto. He ero B ToM BuHa.

— A uba? Mos, MoxeT? — cTporo, 6€3 TEHH CTECHEHHs WJIH CTpaxa CIpPOCHUJ CTapUK W
MHOTO3HAYUTENIBHO MTOCTYyYall [0 cToNy: — Bama BuHa.

— JMa-a, — HeomnpenenenHo npousHec Poibak, He mozAepkaB MaJONPHUITHBIN JIJIs1 HETO U He
OYEHb IIPOCTOM pa3roBOp, KOTOPOMY, 3HaJ, I10 HBIHEIIHUM BPEMEHAM HETY KOHIIA.

Xo3siiika paccTenuia KOpOTEHbKYIO, Ha IOJICTONIa, CKaTepKy, MOCTaBHJa MHCKY CO IIIaMH,
MSICHOM 3amax oOT KOTOpPBIX BJIACTHO 3allylIMJ BCE €ro Jpyrue 4YyBCTBa, KpOME Bpas
o0ocTpHBILIErOCs YyBCTBa royiofia. Phi0ak He MCHBITHIBAJ K 3TOMY UYE€IOBEKY HHUKAKOTO MOYTEHHS,
ero oOuMe paccyXIeHUs M MPUYMHBI, TOYEMY OH CTal cTapocToi, Pribaka He MHTEpecoBalIn —
¢bakT cay)O0bl y HEMIEB ONPEIEIIs UIsl Hero Bce. Teneph, OJHAKO, OUE€Hb XOTEJIOCh €CcTh, U Pri0ak
peInI Ha BpeMs OTJIOKUTH JAaJIbHENIIIEE BHIICHEHNE B3aUMOOTHOLIEHUH CTapyKa C HEMIIAMHU.

— CsapTe, NOJKpenuTech HEMHOXKKO. BOT xJebyiika BaM, — C JIaCKOBOW MPUBETIMBOCTHIO
IIpUIIanana Xo3sika.

Pri0ak, He cHMMAJ IIAIKH, ITOJIE3 3a CTOJI.

— Jagaii noapy6aeM, — ckazai oH COTHHKOBY.

ToT BsJI0 MOBEPTEN TOJIOBOA:

— Emb. S He Oyny.

Ppibak BHMMAaTEIbHO IMOCMOTPEN HA TOBAPHINA, KOTOPBIM, MOKAILIMBas, CCYTYJIMJICS Ha
ckamelike. BpemeHamu OH Jake B3paruBaji, Kak B 03HOOe. Xo3sika, BUJHO Majio TOHHMAas
COCTOSIHME TOCTS, YIUBUJIACh:

— Ilouemy >xe He Oynere? Moxer, Opesryere HamM? MoxeT, erie 4ero 1aTh?

— Her, cmacu6o. Huuero He Hano, — pemuTenbHo cka3anl COTHUKOB, 350K0 Ipsiya B pyKaBa
TOHKHE KUCTH PYK.

X03511iKa YUCTOCEPIEYHO BCTPEBOKHIIACH.

— boxeuka, MoxeT, He forogwia yem? Tak U3BUHHUTE. ..

Pribak ynoOHO ycencst Ha HMIMPOKOM CKaMbe 3a CTOJIOM, 3a)Kajl MeX KoJeHel kapaOuH U He
3aMeTW, KaK B ITOJIHOM MOJIYaHUM ONOPOKHUI MHUCKY. CTapocTa BCE C TEM K€ YTPIOMBIM BHJIOM
HEIOJIBI)KHO CHJIeT B yIIy. XO3sAHKa CTOsJa HEBJAJEKe OT CTOJa C WCKPEHHEW TOTOBHOCTBIO
YCIIY>KUTb TOCTIO.

— Tak, xnebymko s mpubepy. OT0 Ha €ro Joiw0, — ckazajl Ppi0ak, KMBHYB B CTOPOHY
CoTHukoBa.

— bepure, Oepure, 1eTKH.

Crapocra, Ka3ajloCh, 4ero-To Mojya OXHJajl — KaKoro-HUOyIb CJIOBa WJIM, MOXET, Hayaia
pasroBopa o aene. Ero Oonpmive y3moBaThie pyKH CIIOKOWHO JIe)Kadd HA YEPHOU OOJIOKKE KHHTH.
3acoBbIBas OCTATOK XJjeba 3a maszyxy, Ppioak ckaszan ¢ HeoJoOpeHHeM:

— KHWXKM nounThIBaeib?

— Ur0 X, NOYUTATh HUKOTJIA HE BPEAMUT.

— CoBeTcKas WM HeMmeIkas?

— bubnwus.

— A ny, a nHy! IlepBbIit pa3 By Oubmnuto.



[TonBuHyBIIKCE 32 cTONOM, PBIOaK ¢ MOOOMBITCTBOM B35 B PyKH KHHUTY, OTBEPHYI OOJIOKKY.
TyT e OH, OJHAKO, MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO HE HAJ0 OBUIO JenaTh 3TOT0 — OOHApY)XUBATh CBOETO
MHTEpEca K 3TOH Uy>KOH, MOXKET, €Ill€ HEMIIaMH U3JaHHOU KHUTE.

— W nanpacuno. He memaino 6b1 ¥ TOYMTATh, — MPOBOPYAI CTAPOCTA.

Pr10ak pemmTenbHO 3aXI0MHY OUOIHIO.

— Hy, »To He TBOE aeno. He tebe Hac yunth. Thl HEMIIAM CITYXHIITb, TTO9TOMY HaM Bpar, —
ckazan PeiOak, omrymias TaifHOE yIOBIETBOPEHHE OT TOTO, YTO MOJABEPHYJICS MOBOI 000HTHCH Oe3
0J1aroIapHOCTH 3a YTOIIEHUE W TIEPEKITIOYNTHCS Ha 0oJiee OTBEYaBIIHi 00cTaHOBKEe TOH. OH BbLIE3
M3-3a CTOJIa Ha cepelrHy W30bl, MOMPaBUI HA MOMYIIyOKe HECKOIBKO TYrOBaThIi Temepb pPEMEHb.
MMeHHO 5TOT MOBOPOT B UX OTHOIIEHHUSAX JIaBaJl €My BO3MOXXHOCTH MEPEUTH OKe K JEIy, XOTs
caMm 1o cebe Tepexol U HyKJajics elle B HeKOTOpoi moarotoBke. — Thl Bpar. A ¢ Bparamu y Hac
3HaeNIb Kako pa3roBop?

— CmoTps KoMy Bpar, — OyATO He MOA03pEBasi BCE CEPhe3HOCTH CBOETO MOJOXKEHHSI, THXO,
HO TBEPJO BO3pa3UJ CTapHK.

— CBoumM. Pycckum.

— CBounM 1 He Bpar.

Crapocta ynpsMO He CoOINamiaincs, W 3TO HauuWHaio 31uTh Pribaka. He xBaramo eme
JIOKa3bIBaTh ITOMY MPHUCTY>KHUKY, ITOYEMY TOT, XOUET TOTO WJIM HET, sBiseTcs Bparom COBETCKOU
JIep>KaBbl. 3aBOJIUThH JONTUN pa3roBop ¢ HUM Phibak He MMeNn HUKAKOTO JKEJaHWs U CIPOCHUI C
IIJIOXO CKPBITOM M3IEBKOM:

— Yro, MoxeT, cuioit 3actaBunu? [Ipotus Boau?

— Her, 3aueM ke cHuIoii, — cKa3ay XO3sSHH.

— 3HA4HUT, caM.

— Kaxk cka3zare. Bpoge Tak.

«Torga Bce scHO, — mogyMan Peibak, — He O 4eM W pa3roBapuBaThy». HempusizHb K 3TOMY
YEeJIOBEKY B HEM BCE HapacTalia, OH YK€ MOXKaJieJl 0 BPEMEHH, IMTOTPAY€HHOM Ha ITyCTOM pa3roBop,
TOT/Ia KaK ¢ CaMOro Hayaia Bce OBLIO SICHO.

— Taxk! [Tommu! — kecTko nmpukazai oH.

BckunyB pyku, k Peibaky Opocunach ctapocTuxa.

— Oii, cpIHOUEK, Kyna e Thl? He Hamo, noxaneit nypaka. CTapuk OH, MO DIYIIOCTH CBOEH. ..

Crapocra, OgHaKo, HE 3acCTaBWJI MOBTOPSATh TMPUKA3 M C 3aBUAHBIM CaMOOOIaJaHHueM
HETOPOIUIMBO MOJHSJICS 3a CTOJIOM, HaJIeJl B pyKaBa TYJyIl. bbII OH COBCEM Ceoil M, HECMOTpPS Ha
roJibl, OOJBIION U MJIEUNCTHI — BCTaB, 3aCIIOHUI COOOM BECh yrojl ¢ UKOHAMH.

— 3amonun! — npukasan oH xxene. — Hy!

BunHo, crapocTrxa MpUBBIKIA K MOCTYIIAHWIO — BCXJIMIHYJIA HANOCJEIOK M MOAaiach 3a
3aHaBecky. CTapocTa OCTOPOXHO, OynTO 00sICh YTO-TO 3aJ€Th, BbUIE3 H3-3a CTOJIA.

— Hy uTto *x, Bons Bama. belite! He BbI, Tak apyrue.

BoH, — 0H KOPOTKO KUBHYJI Ha MPOCTEHOK, — CTABWJIN YK€, CTPEIISIIH.

Pri6ak HEBOJNIBHO B3IVISHYI, KyAa yKa3bIBaJl XO35WH; ACHCTBUTENHHO, HA OENON CTEHE Y OKHA
YEPHEJIO HECKOJIBKO JIBIP — MOX0XKE, OT MYJIb.

— Kro crpemnsin?

['oTOBBIN KO BCeMYy, XO35UH HETIOJABMKHO CTOSUT HA CEPEANHE H30bI.

— A Takue, KaK Bbl. Bogku TpeboBau.

Pr16ak BHyTpeHHE MepeIepHYIICS: OH HE XOTeN yMoaoOIsIThCsi KoMy-T0. CBOM HaMEpEeHHs! OH
CUMTAJ CIPaBEIMBBIMU, HO, OOHAPYKUB YbH-TO, MIOXOXKHE HA CBOM, BOCIPUHUMAJ COOCTBEHHBIC
y>K€ B HECKOJIBKO JpyroM cBeTe. M B TO Jke BpeMs He BEpUJIOCh, YTOOBI CTApOCTa €ro 0OMaHbIBaT —
TaKUM TOHOM HE€ BpPYT. TMXOHBKO BCXJIMIBIBAs, M3-3a 3aHABECKH BBINIsAbIBAJIa cTapocTthxa. Ha
CKaMeKe, CropOMBIIUCH, Kanuisul COTHUKOB, HO OH HU OJTHAM CJIOBOM HE BMEIIIAJICS B €T0 Pa3rOBOP
C XO3SIMHOM — Ka)KeTCsl, HallapHUKY OBLIO HE J0 TOTO.

— Tak. Koposa ectb?

— Ects. Iloka uto, — 6€30 BCSKOTO MHTEpPECa K HOBOMY O0OpOTY Jejia OTPEIIEHHO OTBETUI
cTapocra.



CrapocTuxa mnepecrajga BCXJIMIBIBaTh M 3aTUXJa, MPHUCIYIIMBAsACh K pa3roBopy. Pribak
pa3ayMbIBall: ObLIIO BecbMa COONIa3HUTENBHO MPUTHATh B JIEC KOPOBY, HO, MOXKaIyH, oTciofa Oyner
JIaJIeKO, MOJKHO HE YCIIETh 10 yTpa.

— Tak, mommmm!

OH 3aKuHyJ 3a MJIe4o KapaOuH, CTApOCTa MOKOPHO HAJeNl CHATYIO C TBO3JS INANKYy M MOJI4a
pacnaxHyn 1Bepb. Hampasinsscs 3a HuM, PeiOak kuBHYn1 COTHHKOBY:

— Te1 mogoxau.
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Kak Tonpko 1Beph 32 HUM 3aTBOPUIIACH, X03siKa OpocHiIach K OPOry.

— Oit, 6oxeuka! Kyna xe on ero? O, 3a urto xe on? Oii, rocrionu!

— Hazan! — xpumno BbigaBun COTHHKOB M, HE NMOAHUMASCh CO CKaMbH, BBITSHYJ HOTY,
nperpaxzaasi myTb K ABEPH.

XKenmmna ucnyraHHo octraHoBuiach. OHa TO BCXJIMIBIBaja, TO CMOJKalla, HAIMPSHKEHHO
MPUCITYLIUBAsACH K 3ByKaM K3BHE. COTHMKOB IJIOXO YJIOBUJI CMBICT HEJIABHETO 3/I€Ch pa3roBopa, HO
TO, YTO JIOIJIO JI0 €r0 3aTYMaHEHHOIO FOPSIUKOi CO3HaHMS, 1aBajo OCHOBaHHE AyMmarhb, yTo Pridak,
HaBEpPHOE, MPUCTPEITUT CTAPOCTY.

Ho mio Bpems, a BbicTpesna He ObL10. 3aKphIBasi pOT YTOJIKOM IJIaTKa, KEHIIMHA BCE OoXalla U
npuuutana, a COTHUKOB CHIEN HAa CKaAMbe M CTEper, 4TOObl OHAa HE BBICKOYMJIA BO JBOP — HE
nofHs1a Obl KpuK. UyBcTBOBan OH cels mioxo. [loHnMan kaiienb, o4eHb OoJiena rojioBa, BO3JE
ropsiueii meyu ero Gpocasno To B kKap, TO B XOJO/.

— CBIHOK, Aait ke s Beiday! Jlail mistHy, 4TO OHM TaM...

— Heuero msigers.

Kenmmna creno kujanach B HodyMpake U30bl, Bce MPUUNUTAs, HABEPHO, YTOOBI pazKaloOUTh
€ro s mpopsarbcs K ABepu. Ho HUYero He BBHIMAET, OH HE MOAJNACTCA Ha 3TU ee npuuyutanus. OH
OYEHb XOPOILIO TOMHUII, KaK MPOILIBIM JIETOM €ro Ype3MepHasi J0BEPUYUBOCTh K TAKOW YK€ BOT TETKE
ellBa He CTOWJIa eMy XH3HH. M Ta ¢ BUAy TOoXe cama MpocToTa, ¢ 0J1arooOpa3HbIM JTUIIOM, B OesToM
IJIATOYKE HAa TOJIOBE.

Brriins u3 necka, OH cpasy 3aMETHII €€ Cpeu CBEKOJIIbHOW OOTBBI Ha OTOPOAE U MOJyMall: BOT
xopomio! OHa yKaXkeT, Kak IOINacTh Ha Tpomy 4epe3 Oomoro YUepHwie Briropsl, xoTropoe, Kak
CKa3zajll eMy BYepa, MOXKHO TMEPEHTH, JIMIIL Pa3bICKaB €IWHCTBEHHYIO TPOIIKY, OEpYyIIyI0 Ha4ao
BOT OT 3TOM JIEPEBHM.

OH BBIOpaNCs W3 MOKPOTO KyCTapHUKA W BIOJNH IMOJOCKHA POCIONH KOHOILUTH, HUKEM HE
3aMEUeHHBIHN, OJIM3KO TOJOIIEN K HeM, COCPEIOTOYCHHO KOIYIaBIIeHCs B Tpsakax. Jlo cux mop ero
r1a3aM BUIWTCS €€ TOAOTKHYTas TeMHas [oOKa, Oeible, HEe3aropeBIIME WKPHI HOT M KaKas-TO
MOHOIIEHHAs KypTKa C 3arjiaTkoro Ha reue. JKeHuHa omana 00TBY U He cpa3y yBujena ero. OH
CAEPKaHHO MO37J0POBAJICS, U OHA, K YIMBICHUIO, HE UCITyTaJlach, TOIBKO MPUCTAIILHO BIJISAJIENACH B
HEro, CiIymiast ¥ OyJTO He TOHUMAs €ro TAKOW MPOCTOM MPOCHOBI.

[Torom OHa BCE OYE€Hb TOJKOBO OOBSICHHIIA — ¥ KaK TOIMACTh Ha TPOTMHKY U TIEPEUTH KIaJIKH,
U TI0 KaKyl0 PYKYy OCTaBUTb XBOMHBIN TPYyNOK, 4TOObI HE YyroauTh B TpsacuHy. OH moOnarogapui u
XOTEJ YK€ UJTHU Jajblie, Kak OHa, ONVISIHYBIIKCH, cKkazana: «lloroau, HaBepHOE K€, TOIOIHBIIY, —
TOPOILIMBO CIIOKMJIA B TIOJI0J1 OOTBY M TOBEJa €ro 1Mo Mexe Ha ycananOy. M Hamo ke ObuTo emy
cornacuthbesi! Ho OH U B caMoM Jieie, Kak BECEHHUH BOJK, OBbLI BBIMOPEH TOJOAOM M TIOKOPHO
TONIEN 3a HeW, paJIoCTHO MPEABKYIIAs CHITHBIN IEepPEBEHCKUIN 3aBTpaK.

[Toka oHM IIIJTH, OHA TaK € JIACKOBO 0OpaIanach K HEMy «ChIHOK» U €Ille, TOMHUJI, pasa JiBa
Ha3Bajia €ro «rOPOTHHYKOM» — OB OH HEOPUTHIN, KaK U ceidvac, HEyMbBIThIN, MOKPBIH 11O KOJICHH
OT POCHI ¥ BOOOIIIE BEChMa KaJKUi Ha BUA. PazroBapuBarh Mo-37CIIHEMY TOXE HE YMEN U CKPBITh
CBO€ SIBHO apMeHCKOe MPOMCXOKIEHHE HE MOT — cpa3y ObLIO BUJATh, KTO OH U OTKyna. Opyxus B
TO BpeMs y HETO0 HHUKAKOTO HE OBbLIO — Wb HaKaHyHE YyJOM YIAJIOCh M30€XKaTh CMEPTH, KOTaa
YK€ HE OCTaBaJIOCh MaJICHIlIe HAICK bl CITACTUCK. ..

CrapocTrxa TeM BpeMEHEM BCe HE MOTJIa YCIIOKOUTHCS, MeTalach 1Mo U30e U IiaKaa.



— ChpIHOUEK, Hy Kak e 3707 OH ke ero 3acTpesnT!

— Hago Obuio paHbplie 0 TOM JymaTh, — XOJNIOAHO cKkazanl COTHUKOB, CTapasch
IIPUCITYIIAThCS K 3ByKaM CO JIBOpA.

— A, &erouka, pa3Be s HE TOBOpHIIA, pa3Be Mano mpocuia! Ha kakoe ke nuxo eMmy OBLIO
Opartbcs? beun koTopsie momosnoxke. Ho xopoliime caMu He XOTeNH, a HeT0OpBIX TN OOSIIHCh.

— A ero He 0osrcs?

— Ilerpa? A, Tak €ro ke TyT BCE 3HAIOT, Mbl K€ TYT BECb BEK CBOI XMBEM, Hallell BOH
poauu noscena. OH ke cTapaeTcs KO BCEM MO-XOPOLIEMY.

— Tak yx u no-xopouemy!

— MoxeT, u He coBceM Tak. MOXeT, U MpaBia TBOSI, CBIHOK, — HE BBIXOJUT KO BCEM IIO-
xopomemy. Ero jke 3actaBisfior: TO xJed chaif, TO OIEXKY Kakyi cobepH, TO Ha JOpOry
MIPUKA3bIBAIOT BBITOHATH CHET YUCTUTh. A OH e IJie BO3bMET — JIIoAeH Ha/lo MpuHykaaTh. CBOUX
Ke 00MpaTh.

— A BbI Kak gymanu? Ha To U OKKynaHThl, YT0O rpaOuTh.

— I'pabar. A xak xe? Utod ux 6or orpadui! [Ipuexanu Ha MammHax, moOpaay CBUHEH. A y
Hac Tenky 3a0panu. [oBopat: ceiH B KpacHoit ApMun, Tak 4To0 BUHY CIIaguTh nepen [epmanueit.
Yrto0 oHa SICHBIM OTHEM cropena, Ta ux ['epmanus!

«IIpoknuHaii, HO He OYeHb s TNOBeplo Tebe», — COoHHO ayman COTHHKOB, He yOupas
BBITSAHYTOW HOrW. IloMHMTCS, Ta ToXe TroBopuia 4To-To Ipo I'epmanuio, moka coOupana emy Ha
cTon U pe3aina xyeb. Heckonbko pa3 BbiOerana B ceHa 3a cajloM M MOJIOKOM B KyBIIMHE, & OH CUJET
Ha CKaMbe y CTOJIa U, IVIOTas CIIOHY, AOKHIANCs, Oypak, yromeHus. llpaBma, ogHakasl eMy
MOCJIBIIIANIOCh, OYATO B CEHAX KTO-TO THMXO OTO3BAJICS, TOTOM JI0JIETEN KOPOTEHBKUM LIEHOT, HO TYT
K€ OH Y3HaJl B HEM COHHBIM rojoc pebeHka M ycrokowscs. Jla u Xo3siika BepHynach B U30y
CTIIOKOMHAsi U MO-TIPeKHEMY JIaCKOBas, HajJWia €My KpYXKKy MOJIOKa, Hapes3aja cajia, U €ro,
MIOMHHUTCS, MOYTH YTO pacTporaia 3Ta ee aodpora. IIoToM OH c *kaJHOCTBIO el XJied C cajom,
3aIlMBasi €ro MOJIOKOM, M TaK, HaBepHOE, Mpomnai Obl HU 3a YTO, €CJIU Obl KaKOM-TO MHCTUHKTHUBHBIH,
0e3 BUAMMON MPUYMHBI, UCIYT HE 3aCTAaBWJI €TO B3MIAHYTH B 3aCJIOHEHHOE L[BeTaMM OKHO. 1 oH
oOMep B pacTepsHHOCTH: IO yauIlle OBICTPO LUIM JBOE C BUHTOBKaMH, Ha UX pyKaBax Oemenu
MIOBSA3KH, a PAJIOM, OOBSICHAA YTO-TO, Oexkalla MaJIeHbKas, JIET BOCbMH JIEBOYKA.

Kanb, y Hero Torna OTHSJICS A3bIK M OH HUYETO HE CKa3all TOM JIACKOBOM TETKE, — OH TOJBKO
OTTOJIKHYJI €€ OT JBEepH M OelIeHO pBaHyJ Ha Oropoj, uyepe3 3a00p Ha BBITOH, B oBpar. C3aau
CTpEJISUIM, KpUYalld, pyrajluch. Y’e, HaBEpHO, B OBPAaXKKE OH PacCibIlIall CPeAH JPYTHMX rojI0COB
KPUKJIMBBIM, COBCEM HENOXOKUI Ha MPEKHUIN TOJIOC TOM JKEHIIMHBI — OHA MOKa3blBaja MOIULAsIM,
i€ OH CKPBUICS B KyCTapHHKE.

A Tenepb BOT U 3Ta — «CBIHOK», «IETOUKAY. ..

CrapocTuxa He ClbIIIa HUYero CTPaIIHOTO CO ABOPa, HEMHOTO YCIIOKOWJIACh U IIpUCeNa nepes
HUM Ha KOHEIl CKAMbH.

— Jletouka, 3T0 e HempaB/a, YTO OH IO CBOEH BoJje. Ero ke TyTomHue My>KUKH YIIPOCHIIH.
Omn, kak e oH He xoTen! A TyT Oymara u3 pailoHa NpHIlIa — CTapOCT Ha COBEIIAHHE BHI3bIBAIH. A
y Hac, B JIsgcuHax, eme HUKakoro crapoctsl HeTy. Hy, myxuku u roBopsat: «Manm T1, [letpo, TeI B
ieHy OblI». A OH M B3ampaBay B Ty, HUKOJIAEBCKYIO, /1Ba Tojla B IUIEHY ObLI, Y HemIla padortai.
«Tak,

— TOBOPSAT, — TeOe UX HOPOB 3HAKOM, MOTEPIU KaKUX Mapy MECALEB, [TOKa HAIlM BEPHYTCS.
A T10o bynuny noctaBsat — Oezbl He obepenibes». bynuna atot Toxe u3 Jlsicun, mioxoit — crpax. o
BOMHBI KaKMM-TO HauyaJbHUKOM paboTaj, Mo JAEPEeBHIM pa3be3kal — eIle TOIZla €ro MYKHUKU
6osutich. Tak OH Ternepp HallleJd MECTO B OJMHUIMH. Biie3 Kak CBUHbBS B JTyKY.

— Jloxxnercs myiu.

— U mycTh, uepT ObI Mo HeM Tuiakand... Tak ato Iletpa, mypaka, U yroBOpuiu, TOIIET B
MecTeuyko. Ha cBoe nmxo, Ha ropromiko cBoe. A Temepb pa3Be €My XOUETCS HEMELKUM XOJIyeM
ObITh? Kaxknbrit 1eHs O0XKHI TPO3ATCS, KpHUaT Ja €11e HaraHOM B JIOO TBIYYT, TO BOJKH TPEOYIOT, TO
eme yero. IlepexuBaer oH, He aail OOT.

COTHHMKOB cHeJ, MPUTPEBIIMCH BO3JE IEYH, W, MYUYHUTEIbHO HaNpsrasch, crapajics He



ycHyTh. [IpaBna, 60poThCs ¢ IPeMOTON eMy TTOMOTal Kalllellb, KOTOPBIM TO 0TCTaBall Ha MUHYTY, TO
HauMHAJI OWUTH TaK, YTO KOJ0J0 B MO3ry. CTapoCTHUXy OH CIIylIald W HE CIyIlaJl, BHUKAaTh B €€
JKamoObl y Hero He ObUTO OXOThl. OH HE MOT COYYBCTBOBaTh UEIOBEKY, KOTOPHIN COIIacHiCs Ha
ciryk0y y HEMIIEB U TaK WJIM WHA4Y€ MUCIOJHSI 3Ty ciyk0y. To, 4TO y HEro HaXOIWIUCh KaKHE-TO K
TOMY OIlpaBAaHusi, Majgo Tporaio COTHHKOBA, Y€ 3HABIIETO IIEHY TAaKOro poja onpaBaaHusM. B
XKECTOKOM OoprbOe c (amm3moM Henb3s ObUIO MPUHMMATh BO BHUMAaHHE HUKAKWE, JTAXKE CaMble
YBaOXHUTEIbHBIC, TPUUUHBI — TOOEIUTh MOKHO OBLIO JIMIIE BONPEKH BceM mpuunHam. OH MOHSI
ATO C CaMOro MEpBOro 0O M BCETaa MPHUACPKUBAICSA UMEHHO STOr0 yOeXJCHHUs, YTO, B CBOIO
oyepe]ib, BO MHOTOM TIOMOIJIO €My COXPaHUTh TBEPAOCTh CBOUX MO3ULIUNA BO BCEX CIOXKHOCTSIX 3TOM
BOMHEL.

CroxBaTHBIIKCH, YTO JipemiieT, COTHUKOB MOMBITAJICS TIOJHATHCS, HO €T0 TakK MOBEJNO 1o u30e,
YTO OH €7[Ba HE yIapwics O CTeHY. X03siKa, cama HCITyTaBIINCh, KOE-KaK IMOIepKaia ero, 1 OH
moo0pal ¢ mojxa BUHTOBKY.

— Dy, yepr!

— CBIHOK, Ja 4To ke 3T0 ¢ ToOou? [la Thl sxe OonpHOM! Ax Ookeuka! B xapy Bech! Tebe xe
nexarb Haslo. BoH kak xpunuT Bce B rpyau. [1ogoxkau, mocuau, s 3e7bsi CKOPEHBKO 3aBapio. ..

OHa ¢ MCKpeHHEN TOTOBHOCTBIO IMOMOYb, IOPKHYJIA B 3aleyek, 3alryMerna taM yeM-1o. M on
MoTyMaJt, YTO, HABEPHO, U BIPSIMb €TO JIETIO JIPSHB, €CITU TaK 3a0€CTIOKOMIACh 3Ta TeTKA.

— He OecnokoliTech, MHE HUYETO HE HAJO.

EMy u B camMmoMm nienie He XOTENOCh YK€ HU MUTh, HA €CTh U HUYEro He HYXKHO OBLIO0, KpoMe
TEIJia ¥ TOKOSI.

— Kaxk e He Hano, cbiHOK? ThI e XBOpbIi, pa3Be He BUAHO? S maBHO yxke npumedaro. Eciu,
MOJKET, HEKOTZIa, TO Ha MAaJMHKU CyXOW, MOXET, 3aBapHulllb TIJe-IN00, TMOmbemb. A 3TO BOT
3€JIbEUKO. . .

— Huuero He Hazno.

OHa coBaja €My 4TO-TO U3 MEIIOYKOB, KOTOPHIE JOCTaNa C M€Y, a OH HE XOTEJI HUYEro Oparh.
OH He enay 3TOi TEeTKE XOPOILIEro U MOTOMY HE MOT COINIACUTHCS HA €€ COUYBCTBUE U €€ TTOMOIIb.
B 510 Bpems B ceHsX 3acTydasiu, mocisimaics roioc Peibaka, u B 30y 3amistHYI CTapoCTa.

— W nure, ToBapuIll 30BET.

OH BcTal W C TYJOM B TOJIOBE, IIATasCh OT CJIA0OCTH, BbIOpascs B TeMHbIe ceHU. CKBO3b
PacKphITYIO JIBEph Ha CHEKHOM JIBOpe ObLT BUACH PpIOak, y ero HOr jekanaa Ha CHEry TeMHas
TYIIIKa OBI[bI, KOTOPYIO TOT, K&XKETCsI, COOMPAJICS MOTHSITH Ha TUICUH.

— Taxk. Tel unu, — poBHBIM, O€3 HEIaBHEW HEMPHUS3HH TOJIOCOM CKazan Peibak crapocte, —
Y IPUKpOM 1Bepb. Hedero misaeTs.

Crapocta, OX0Xe, XOTel YTO-TO CKa3arb, Ja, HABEPHO, pa3AyMall U MOJYa MOBEPHYNCS K
nomy. CeHHasi IBEph 3a HUM TUIOTHO 3aKPbUIACh, IOTOM CJIBIITHO OBLIO0, KaK CTYKHYJIA IBEPh B U30Y.

— Yo, ornyckaeub? — curio cupocusi COTHUKOB, KOTAA OHU BJIBOEM OCTAJIUCh MOCPEIU
JIBOpA.

— A, 4epT ¢ HUM.

Pr16ak cHIIBHBIM PBIBKOM 3a0pOCHIT Ha TICYO OBITY M IIATHYJ 3a YTOJI capas, OTTyJa CBEpHYII
IO [IEJIMHE K 3HAKOMOMY TYMHY, KOCOOOKHE TOCTPOIKH KOTOPOTO TEMHENN HEB/IANIEKe Ha CHETY.

COTHHMKOB ITOTAIUJIICS CIIEIOM.
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OHU UM MOJTYA IO TIPEKHUM CBOUM CJIeJ]aM — 4Yepe3 TYMHO, BIOJIb IPOBOJIOYHOM OTPaJibl,
BBIIIUTA Ha CKJIOH C KyCTapHUKOM. B epeBHe Bce ObLIO THXO, HUTE HE MPOTISIHYJIO HU TS THBIIIKA
CBETa U3 OKOH; B CyMEpKaX I0-HOYHOMY COHHO CEpelld 3aCHEKEHHBIC KPBIIIN, CTEHBI, OTPAJbI,
JepeBbsi B caiax. Peibak OBICTpO miaran BIEpEAM C OBIIOH Ha CIIUHE — OTKHHYTAas TOJIOBA €€ C
OenpiM mSITHOM Ha 710y Oe3ydacTHO Oonranach Ha ero Iiede. Bpems, HaBepHO, MEPEBAIUIO 3a
MOJTHOYB, MECSI] B300pajicsi B caMyl BBICH He0a W THUXO MepHal TaM B KpPyre CBETJIOBATO-
TyMaHHOTO MapeBa. 3Be3/bl Ha HeOe MCKPWIIKCH sIpUe, HEKEIIU BEYEPOM, TPOMYE CKPHUIIEN CHET O



HOTaMH — B CaMyl0 CHJIy BXOIWJI MOpo3. Ppibak c coxaneHueM IMoayMaj, YTO OHU BCEe-TaKH
3aJiep)KajJich y CTApOCThI, XOPOLIO €lle, YTO HEJapOM: OTIOXHYJIH, O00OTpenuch, a IJIaBHOE,
BO3BpAIIAJIUCh HE C MyCThIMU pyKaMmH. C OBILbI, KOHEUHO, HE MHOTO JTOCTaHETCS JJIsl CEMHaALaTH
YesoBeK, HO MO KycKy Msica OyneT. XoTs U JaleKoBaTro, HO BCe-TakU pa3o0blIu, ceiiuac ycneTb Obl
IIPUHECTH IO PaccBeTa.

OH criopo 1maraj 1noj HOUIeH, He CIMIIKOM YK€ U OCTeperasich Ha 3HAaKOMOM ITyTH B HOYHOM
nosie. Ecnu Op1 He COTHHKOB, KOTOPOTO HEJb3s ObUIO OCTaBIISATH OAHOTO, OH ObI, HABEPHOE, yIIel
nanexo. Ilokamyil, BmepBble 3a 3Ty HOYb Yy PpiOaka IIeBeNbHYIOCH JIETKOE HEIOBOJIBCTBO
HalapHUKOM, HO YTO IOJIeNIaelllb: pa3Be TOT BUHOBAT? BrpoueM, Mor Obl rae-HUOYIb pazkKUThCSA U
0oJsiee TETIoN OEKKOM M TOTna, HaBepHOE, ObLT OBl 3J0POB, a TEMEPh BOT €I U MOMOT ObI HECTH
oTy oBly. [loHauany Ta mokaszanach COBCEM HETSDKEIOW, HO KAaK-TO MOCTENEHHO CTajla HAJIMBAThCS
3aMETHBIM I'Py30M, KOTOPBIil Bce OOJbIIE 1aBUJI Ha €T0 MJIEYH, 3aCTaBlIsAsd IPUTUOaTh roJI0BY, OTYETO
ObUTO HEYOOHO CMOTpeTh Brepes. Pri0ak Havya mepeMeniaTh HOIY C IJjieya Ha IJIeHo: MOoKa Ipy3
ObUT Ha OJTHOM, JIPYTO€ HEJI0JITO OTABIXAJI0 — TaK CTaJjo Jerye.

Ha xomy oH XOpomio corpencs B TEIJIOM YEPHOM IONyIIyOKe, HEaBHO COBCEM €IIe HOBOM,
KOTOPBIM HETJIOXO MOCTYXKUJI €My B 3Ty CTyXKy. be3 monymryOka oH Obl, HaBepHO, mpomnaji. A Tak u
JIETKO, W TeIIo, U HAaJeTh, U YKPBITbCA IIe-HuOyabp Ha Howiere. Crnacubo asnpke AXpemy: He
MoXkanesn, OThaan. XoTsd, KOHEYHO, y AXxpeMma ObUIM CBOM HAa 3TO NPUYMHBI, W IJaBHAs U3 HHUX,
0e3yCIIOBHO, 3aKiI04asiach B 30ce, Cep/lle KOTOPO — 3TO OH 3HAJ TOYHO — OUYCHb YK MPUKUIIEIIO
K HEMY, 3aBUJIHOMY, HO TAaKOMY HEJI0JITOMY 110 BOIHE MPUMaKy.

Hy uto %, ecnu Obl He BoitHa! Brpouem, ecnu Obl He BOIfHa, rje ObI OH BCTPETUI €€, 3Ty
3octo? Kakum 00pa3om crapiimHa CTpeaKoBOM poThl Pribak Mor okaszarhcs B ToM nmx KopueBke —
MaJIeHbKOH, TITyXOBaToOl JiepeBeHbke y Jieca? HaBepHo, 1 He 3amisiHya Obl HUKOT/Ia B JKU3HU, Pa3Be
4TO TIpoexaj HeBjaajeke OONBIIAKOM BO BPEMsI OCEHHHUX YUY€HHUH, M TOJIbKO. A TyT BOT IPUILIOCH
MPUTAIIUTBCS ¢ PAHEHOW HOTOMH, TOJICTO 0OMOTAHHOM TPSI3HONW COPOYKOM, MOMPOCUTHCA B U30y —
0osICs, THEM HAuHYT €3[UTh HEMIIbl U 3a 3J0POBO JKUBELIb MOA0epyT ero Ha nopore. C paccBeToM
OHHU U B CaMOM JieJie Ha MOTOLMKJIaX U BEPXOM Hayasld 00be3KaTh 3aBAJICHHOE TpyNamu moje 6os,
HO B TO BpeMs OH YK€ ObLII Ha/Ie’KHO MPUIIPSITaH MO Ky4uel TOPOXOBHH B ITyHbKe. AXpeM U 30ChKa
KapayJIWIK ero THEM U HOYbI0 — CcOeperiy, He BhIJaU. A MOTOM... A TIOTOM BOKPYT BCE yTHXJIO,
BOJIBOpUJIACh HOBAsi, HEMEILIKasl, BIAacTh, HE CTaJO CIBIIIHO JIaXke apTUJUIEPUICKOTO Tyja HOYbIO;
ObUTO0 O4YeHb TOCKIMBO. Ka3zanoch, Bce mpexHee, JUIsl Yero OH XKHJI M CTapalics, PyXHYJIO HaBceraa.
OueHb ropbko eMy ObLIO B TO BpeMs, U TOTIa €MHCTBEHHON yTEXOM B €ro MOTalHOM JepeBEeHCKON
JKU3HU CTaJla ITyXJIeHbKas, JackoBas 3ocbka. I To HeHanouro.

310pOBbE HUKOIZIA HE MOABOAWIO €0, MOJIOKA M CMETaHbl XBATAJI0, paHAa HA HOTE 3a MECSI]
KO€-KakK 3akKMJjia U JIMIIb CJIeTKa HarloMuHasa o cede npu xoapoe. OH Bce O0siblie HAaYUHAT TyMaTh O
TOM, Kak ObITh Janbiie. OCOOEHHO KOTZa y3Haj, 4TO MOCJe JETHUX YCIIEXOB HeMeEll HEOXKUIAHHO
3acTps Mol MOCKBOM, U, HECMOTPS HAa TO, YTO TPYOMIH, OyATO OOJBIIEBUCTCKASI CTOJIUIA CO JHS
Ha JIeHb majaeT, Peibak gyman: HaBepHO, emie mojepkutcs. MockBa He KopueBka, 3amuTuTth ee,
MIOYKaJIyH, CHIIIETCA CUIIA.

A TYT OOBSIBWIINCH APYKKH, TaKUE ke, KaK OH, OKPYKEHIIbI — KTO BBI3JIOPOBEB OT PaH, KTO
IIPOCTO OINpPABUBIINCH 110 XyTOpaM M Ce€JaM OT MEPBOIO IIOKa pa3rpoMa, — Hadajdd CXOAUTHCH,
JIOTOBApUBAThCSl, MOBBITACKUBAIM TMPUIPSITAaHHOE oOpykue. Pemmnu: Hajgo mopaBaThcsi B Jiec,
CKOJIbKO MOXHO CHJETh IO KPECThIHCKUM 3aKyTKaM BO3J€ J0O0pOCEpIECYHBIX MOJOIOK,
HEpACMHUCaHHBIX M HEBEHYAHHBIX JIEPEBEHCKUX KeH. W momuiu.

HeecenbiM 66110 ero npomanue ¢ Kopueskoii. [1paBaa, on He cTal, Kak Apyrue, 0OMaHbIBaTh
WIH, ellle XyXe, YXOAUTh TalKoM — OOBSCHUJ BCcE Kak ObUIO, U, K YAUBIEHUIO, €T0 TMOHSIU, HE
o0HIeNNCh M HE OTroBapMBajM. 30ChKa, MIPaB/a, BCIUIAKHYNA, a Jsabka AXpeM ckazan: «Pa3 Hamo
— Tak HaJo: Jieno BoeHHoe». U oH, u TeTka ['aHyns coOpanu ero Kak ChlHa, KOTOPOTO Yy HHUX HE
obu10. PpIOaKk mooberian gaBaTh 3HaTh O ceOe U HaBeIbIBAThCS NMpH ciaydae. OHaXKIbl U HaBenaC,
B KOHIIE OCEHH, a TOTOM CTajo JaJIeKo — a INIaBHOE, HE TAHYJI0: HAaBEPHO, OTBBIK, UTO JTU? A MOXKET,
HE OBIJIO TOTO, YTO MPUBOPAKUBAET BCEPHE3 U HAJIONTO, @ TAK — MOSBUIIOCH, IEPETOPEIIO U OTOIILIO.
W oH o ToM He xainen, coboi OblT JOBOJIEH — HE OOMaHbIBaj, HE Jraja, MOCTYNUI YECTHO U



OTKpBITO. [IyCTh MOAM CYAST Kak 3HAIOT, €T0 e COBECTh Nepes] 30ceit Obliia MOYTH YUCTOH.

OH He MO0WI MPUYHHSATE JIIOASM 3JI0 — OOMKaTh HEB3HAYal WM C YMBICIIOM, HE TEPIEI,
KOTJIa Ha HEro Taunu oduay. B apmum, npaBaa, TpyIHO ObLTIO 0OOHTHCH 0€3 TOTO — CIy4Yanoch, U
B3BICKMBAJ, HO CTapajcsi, YTOObI BCE BBHIMVIIICIO IMO-XOPOIIEMY, pajd IMOJb3bI CIyX)Obl. Temepnb
37101, U3MYy4EHHBbIN TPOCTy10i COTHUKOB YIPEKHYII €0 B TOM, YTO OTIYCTHJI, HE HaKa3all CTapoCTy,
HO Pri0aky cTano mpoOTHBHO HaKa3bIBaTh — YEPT C HUM, IIyCTh kuBeT. KOHEUHO, K Bpary cieoBaio
OTHOCHUTBCSI 0€3 BCSKOW JKalOCTH, HO TYT TMOIYYHJIOCh TaK, YTO OYEHb YK MHUPHBIM, IO-
KPECThSTHCKH 3HAKOMBIM TToKazasics eMmy AToT [letp. Ecnu 4to, mycTh €ro HakaxXyT ApyTHE.

B u36e, moka 1ien HempusITHBIN pa3roBop, y Pribaka ere ObIIO Kakoe-TO JKeTaHHe MPOYYHTh
CTapocCTy, MO TOTOM, KOTJIa 3aHSUIMCh OBIIOM, TO €ro jKeJaHWe TMOCTETNEeHHO ucue3no. B capae
MUPHO M OYIHHYHO TMaXJO CEHOM, HaBO30M, CKOTOM, TPH OBIIBI MCITyTaHHO KHJATUCh U3 YIJa B
YTOJI: OJTHY, C OCJIBIM MATHBIIIKOM Ha J10y, [leTp cioBumics yaepskath 3a MIEPCTh, U TOT/IA OH JIOBKO
U CHWJIBHO OOXBAaTWIJI €€ IIe0, MOYYyBCTBOBAB KaKyIO-TO MONY3a0bITYI0 pajocTh n0o0brau. [loTtom,
MOKa OH JIEpXaJl, a XO35MH pe3ajl €i TOpJiio M OBIa OWUJIach Ha COJIOME, B KOTOPYIO CTEKAaJl pydeek
MapHOM KPOBHM, B €r0 YyBCTBAaX BO3HMUKIJIO MAMSTHOE C JIETCTBA OIIyIICHUE MyIIMBOW pPaOCTH,
KOT/Ia B KOHIIE OCEHHU OTEI] BOT TakK K€ pe3asl OJHY WJIM JIBE OBIIBI Cpasy, U OH, OyIydd MOAPOCTKOM,
noMoran emy. Bece ObIT10 TakuM >ke: U 3allaXy B CKOTHOM capae, ¥ METaHHE B MPEICMEPTHOM HCITyTe
OBEIl, ¥ TepIKas MapHOCTh KPOBH HA MOPO3eE. ..

[Tone, Ha koTOpoe PpIOak CBEepHYNI OT KyCTapHHKA, OKa3ajJoCh HEOXKUIAHHO IIMPOKUM U
JUTMHHBIM: HaBEPHO, OKOJIO Yaca OHH IILIK MO €ro IejruHe. Phibak He 3HA TOYHO, HO YYBCTBOBAJI,
YTO T/Ie-TO HA UX MyTH JOJHKHA OBITH JOPOTa, Ta caMas, 0 KOTOPOi HEeIOJITO OHU MU CIO/Ia, TOTOM
HA4YHETCSI CKJIOH B CTOPOHY pedkd. OJHAKO MPOIUIO MHOTO BPEMEHU, OHM OTMEPUII KHUJIOMETpa
JIBa, €CIIi He OOoIbIIe, a JOPOTH BCE HE OBLIIO, M OH Hayasl OmacarbCs, YTO OHU MOTJIU TIEPEHTH ee, He
3ameTHB. Torma HETPYIHO OBLIO MOTEPATH HAINpaBICHUE, HE BOBPEMS MOBEPHYTHh BIICBO, B HU3UHY.
[110x0, 4TO 3Ta MECTHOCTH OBLJIa €My Majio 3HAKOMa U OH Ja)K€ HE PAcCIPOCHII O HEH Y MECTHBIX
napTu3aH B jecy. [IpaBna, Torna oH He qymall, YTO UM IIPHUAETCS 3a0pEeCTH TaK JajeKo.

Pribak ocranoBuics, momoxkaan COTHHUKOBA, KOTOpPBIM, OTCTaB, OOECCHUICHHO TAIIWICS B
cympake. Ha mecsi Harutbuta cu3as mioTHas MIjia, HOYb MOTEMHENA, BAAIM U BOBCE HUUETO HEIb3s
Obut0 pasznuuuTh. OH cOPOCHII Ha CHET OBILy, TOJOXHI Ha ee OOK KapaOWH U C oOJerdeHueM
pacmpaBuil HATPy>KEHHBIE TUIEYHM. MUHYTY CIyCTs 3aIUICTAIONIMMCS IIAroM K HEeMY MPHUTAIIHICS
COTHUKOB.

— Hy kax? Huuero?

— 3Haemib... Tol yx kak-HUOYAb. CerofHs st He TOMOIIIHUK.

— Jlagno, oGoiinercsi, — oTcamnbiBasich, cka3an Poibak u nepesen pa3roBop Ha apyroe: — Tbl
HE IPUMETHII, MBI IPABUIILHO UeM?

Tsxeno npima, COTHUKOB MOCMOTPEN B HOYb.

— Bpoze 651 npaBuibHO. Jlec Tam.

— A nopora?

— Tyt rne-to u nopora. Ecnu He cBepHyna Kyaa.

O06a Mo4a BIISAJEINCH B CYMEPEUHYIO CHEXKHYIO Jajlb, U B 9TO BpEeMs B IIIyMHOM IOPHIBE
BETpa MX HANPSIKEHHBIN CITyX YJIOBHWJI KaKOM-TO JaleKuid HEsICHBIN 3BYK. B cienytoiee MrHoBeHUe
CTaJ0 TMOHATHO, YTO 3TO YyTh CIBIIIHBIA TOMOT KOMBIT. O0a Bpa3 MOBEPHYJINUCh HABCTPEUY BETPY U
HE TaK yBHUJIETH, KaK yrajJalu B CyMEpKax eiBa 3aMeTHOe, HesicHoe elle JBmkeHune. CrepBa Peibaky
MOKa3aJI0Ch, YTO WX JIOTOHSIOT, HO TYT K€ OH TOHSUI, UTO €IyT HEe BJOTOH, a CKOpee Hamepepes,
HaBEpHO, MO TOW caMoW Jopore, KOTOPYI OHUM HE Hauuu. OILIyTHB, KaK JAPOTHYJIO CEepAle, OH
CKOPEHBKO 3aKHWHYyN 3a Iuiedo KapabwH. OmHaKo TYyT K€ 4YyThe IOACKA3aJi0 €My, YTO €IyT B
OTJAJICHUU U MUMO, MIpaB/Aa, OCTAHYTCS JTU OHUM HE3aMEUEHHBIMH, OH ONpeneauTh He MoOT. U oH,
HarHyBIIKCh, CHJIBHBIM PBIBKOM OIATh BCKUHYT Ha cebsd Kocmaryioo Tymry OBIEL [lome
MOJHUMAIIOCh Ha TPUTOPOK, HAT0 OBUIO KaKk MOXKHO ObICTpee mepedekaTh ero, u Torma Obl,
HaBEPHO, MX YK€ HE YBUJICIIH.

— JlaBaii, naBaii! berom! — HerpoMko kpukHyl oH COTHUKOBY, C MECTa MMyCKasCh B Oer.

Horwm ero cpasy oOpenu JIeTKOCTh, TEJIO, KaK BCETAa B MUHYTBI OMACHOCTH, CTAJO0 JIOBKUM H



CHJIBHBIM. U BIpYT B MATH 11arax oT ce0st OH YBHUJEI JOPOTY — Pa3be3KEHHbIE €€ KOJIeU HAauCKOCh
nepeceKany ux myTh. Teneps yke CTajlo MOHATHO, YTO 3TO Ta camasl JI0pora, 1o KOTOPOH exalu, OH
B3IJISSHYJI B CTOPOHY W OTYETIIMBO YBHJIEN MOOJalb TYCKIIbIE MOJABM)KHBIC IMATHA; OBUI CIBILIICH
HErpOMKHIl Mepe3BOH Yero-To W3 YIPsDKU, CaHU YBepeHHO mpuOmmkaiuch. CoBiasaB ¢ KOPOTKUM
3aMelIaTeabCTBOM, Ppibak, OyATO 3aMUHHMPOBAHHYIO MOJIOCY, Mepedekan 3Ty HPOKIATYIO JO0pOry,
TaK HEOXXUJIAHHO U HEe KO BPEMEHHU MOSBUBILYIOCS MEpea HUMH, U TYT K€ SICHO TIOYYBCTBOBAJ, UTO
cnenan He To. HaBepHO, Hamo OBl OAATHCS HA3al, MO Ty CTOPOHY, HO OBUIO YK€ TO3JHO O TOM H
nymath. [IponambiBas canoraMu HacT, OH Oekajl Ha MPUTOPOK U € 3aMUPAHHUEM CepJla >KJajl, YTo
BOT-BOT UX OKJIMKHYT.

Eie He 1OCTUTHYB BEpIIMHBI, 32 KOTOPOH HAauMHAJCS CIYCK, OH CHOBa omisiHyics. CaHu yxe
SIBCTBEHHO OBLTM BHJIHBI Ha JOPOTe: UX OKa3aJl0Ch JBOE€ — BTOPBIEC MOYTH BIPHUTHIK CIIEAOBAIN 32
nepBbIMU. Ho ceokoB moka eimie Heiab3s ObLIO pa3iuuMTh B CyMEpKax, KPUKY TaKke He ObLIo
CIIBIIIIHO, U OH C MaJICHbKOM, OYEHb JKEJIaHHOM Teneph HaAEKIOW MOIyMall, YTO, MOXKET €IIe, 3TO
KpecThbsiHe. Eciii He OKIIMKHYT, TO, HABEPHO, KPECThsIHE — MO KaKOM-TO MPUYKHE 321031 B HOUU
¥ BO3BpAIllAlOTCSl B CBOIO JepeBHIO. Torma HampaceH A3TOT ero ucmyr. OOHaieXeHHBIH 3TOM
HEOXKUIAHHOM MBICJIBIO, OH CIIOKOMHEE pa3a JiBa BbIIOXHYJ U Ha Oery oOepHyicsi k CotHukoBy. Tor,
KaK Ha3Jlo, IIAaTKO TOMaJl HeBAaJieKe, Oy/ITO He B COCTOSIHUHU YK€ MOJHAIPSIUBCS, YTOOBI MPOOEeKaTh
KaKHX-HUOY/Ib COTHIO IIAar0B /10 BEPIINHBI IPUTOPKA.

U Torna HOUHYIO THUILB BCKOJIBIXHYI 3JI0H, yTPOXKAIOIINN OKPHK:

— D-3it! A ny croi!

«UYepra c aBa tebe croit!» — momyman Peibak u ¢ HOBOH cuioif O6pocuicsa mo cHery. Emy
OCTaBaJIOCh yX€ HEMHOT0, 4TOOBI CKpBITHCS 3a IMOKAaTOM CIIMHOM TNPUTOpKa, Aajblile, Kaxercs,
HAYMHAJICS CITyCK — TaM Obl OHH, HaBEpHO, yIuIH: HO KIMEHHO B 3TOT MOMEHT CaHU OCTAHOBMJIHCb,
1 HECKOJIBKO TOJIOCOB OTTY/A SIPOCTHO 3aKpHUYaio BAOTOH:

— Croit! Croit! Crpensts Oynem! Croii!

B co3nannn Pribaka menbkHyna ckBepHeimias u3 Meicneit: «llomanucs!» — Bce crajno
IPOCTO M J0 JyUIeBHOH Oonu 3HakoMo. Peibak ycTano Oexan Mo IIMPOKOMY BEpXy IMPHUIOpKa,
MYUYUTEJIBHO CO3HABas, YTO INIABHOE celyac — KaK MOXHO Jajiblie yiuTH. HaBepHo, Ha Jomaasx
JIOTOHSATH HE Oy/IyT, a CTPENIATh MYCTh CTPENSAIOT: HOUBIO HE OueHb momajemib. OBILy, KoTopas Tak
HEKCTaTH OKasajlach Telephb Ha ero IJjiedax, OH, OJHaKo, He Opocui — Talui Ha cebe, He xKenas
paccraBarbes Co Cl1aboi HaJeKI0M Ha TO, UTO ellle Kak-JIMnOO MpOpBYTCS.

Bcxkope oH nepeberkan u NPpUropok 1 pa3MamIucTo MOMYaCcs 10 €ro 00paTHOMY CKJIOHY BHM3.
Horu Tak Hecnu ero, yro PeiGak omacancs, kak Obl He ynacTe ¢ Homled. Hemeukwuii kapabun 3a
CHHUHOMN O0JIBHO OUJ 0 6epy NPUKIIAA0M, THXOHBKO

— 3BSIKaJM B KapMaHax MarpoHsl. Eile u3ganm OH NpUMETHI 4TO-TO PacIUIbIBUATO-TEMHOE
BIIEpe/Id, HABEPHO, OMATh KyCTapHUK, M MOBEpHYNI K Hemy. KpuKH 1o3ajay yMOJIKIH, BHICTPEIOB
noka He Ob110. [Toxoxe 6bU10 Ha TO, 4TO OHU ¢ COTHUKOBBIM YK€ CKPBUIMCH U3 TOJIS 3peHHS TeX, Ha
Jopore.

Ho BOT CKJIOH NpHUropka OKOHYMJICS, CTal IIyOXke CHer, U PpiOak, OXBayeHHBIH HOBOU
3a00Toil, misHyn1 Haszaa. COTHHKOB OTCTall TaK JaJeKo, YTO IOKa3ajoCh: BOT-BOT €ro CXBAaTAT
*KUBbeM. BripoueM, TOT M Tenepp Kak Oy[ATO COBCEM HE CIeIIMI — He OeXkals, a e/(Ba TallWics B
CHETOBOM cyMmpake. M camoe ckBepHOe ObLIO TO, 4To PhiOak HWYeM HEe MOT TOCOOWUTH €My, OH
TOJIBKO 0€30CTaHOBOYHO CTPEMMIICS BIIEpE]], TEM CaMbIM yBIIeKas ToBapuina. Hago 6bu10 go6exars
JI0 KyCTapHHKa, KOTOPBIM BpoJie YK€ HeAalleKo YepHe BIEPEIH.

— Croit! bannurckoe oTponape, CTOM! — ONATH pasgaluch C3add  YIPOXKaloIue, ¢
pyrareiabCTBOM KPHKH.

3HauuT, Bce-Taku JOTOHsIOT. He omsapiBasch — HeynoOHO ObUIO OMISHYTBCS C OBLIOM, —
Ppibak mo Kpukam TMOHsUI, YTO T€ YK€ Ha IPUTOpPKE U, HaBEpHO, yBUAenu ux. Ciauiikom
HEBBITOJIHBIM OKa3aJIoCh MX MOJOKEHHE, 0c00eHHO COTHHMKOBA, KOTOPOMY 10 KyCTapHHUKOB €IIIe
Oexarp u 6exathb. Hy uro k... Kak Bcerga, B MUHYTY HauOoJbIIel OMacHOCTH KaXKblil 3a00THIICS
o cebe, Opast cBOO Cyb0y B cOOCTBeHHBIE pyku. UTo 10 PhiOaka, TO KOTOPBIH yXKe pa3 3a BOWHY €ro
BbIpyYasi HOTH.



Kycrapauk, oka3piBaeTcs, ObLI 3HAUMTENHHO JANbIie, YeM I0Ka3aJoch B HOYU. Pribak He
OJI0JIeJT elle U IMOJIOBUHBI MMyTH K HEMY, KaK C3aJy 3arpoxayu BbICTpesbl. CTpenku ObLIN, OJHAKO,
Oosiee YeM HUKYABIIIHBIE, OH, HE OIVISABIBASCH, TIOHSI 3TO MO TOMY, KaK Tyroi CTPYHOH HaJl HUM
npouuia myns. CIMIIKOM BBICOKO MPOIJIa, 3TO OH MOHsI ToyHO. M oH 3actaBui ceOs moa TeMu
myJsiME ToOexkKaTh 10 KyCTapHHUKA.

HaBepHo, TyT Ha4YMHAJIOCH JIyTOBOE OOJIOTIIE — Ha CHEXHOW paBHUHE OIICTUHMUJIICS TOJIBIMU
BETBSMU OJIBIIAHUK, B PBHIXJIOM CHETY MOJ] HOTaMH MSTKO OyrpHinch KOUKHU. PpiOak ymana B caMmom
Hayaje KycTapHHKa, CBAJIWJ cO crUHBI oBIly. [loxanyi, Hano ObUT0 GekaTh Aalblie, HO y HEro yxke
He ocTaBajoch cwil. C3aaM BOBCIO IILJIa MEPECTPESIKA, U OH MOHSI, YTO UX 3aaep:kaid COTHHKOB.
CHauana 310 o0panoBano Pribaka: 3HauuT, OTOpBAJICS, TENEPh B KyCTApHUKE MOYKHO 3aIlyTaTh CBOM
cien u yitu. Ho npexxne Hago 6bu10 oriseThes. C kapaOUHOM B pyKe OH MPHUBCTAN HA KOJICHSAX U
yBuzen Baanu COTHHUKOBA, KOTOPBIM €1a00 MIEBENMJICS MOA caMbIM NpuropkoM. OmHako oTcrona
CKBO3b CEpBIi CyMpaK HOYM HEBO3MOXKHO OBLIIO MOHSATH, KyJla OH JBUTAJICS WU, MOXKET, BOBCE CTOSI
Ha ofgHOM MecTe. [locne Tpex-ueThlpex BBICTPEIOB C IMPUrOpKa OAMH I'POXHYJI OJlMXKe — B HEM
Pribak otueTnuBo y3Han BeicTpen CoTHukoBa. Ho Bce-Taku Kakoil CMBICT B WX TOJIOKEHUU
HauMHaTh MEpecTperiKy c mnonuuuei, storo Pribak He 3Han. HaBepHo, Hajmo ObUIO Kak MOXKHO
CKOpee YXOIUTh — KYCTapHUK Ha MX MYyTH MO3BOIWI ObI OTOpBaThCs OT mIpeciepoBateneid. Ho
CoTHuKOB OyITO HE TTOHUMAJT 3TOTO, TIOXOXKE, 3aJIeT U TaXKe TepecTan meBenuThes. Eciu Ob1 He ero
BBICTpEJIbI, MOXKHO OBLIIO OBl IOAYMaTh, YTO OH yOUT.

A MoXeT, OH paHeH?

Ot a1o0it Mpiciu Pribaky ctano He mo cebe, HO 4eM-TruO0 moMoub COTHHKOBY OH HE MOT.
[Tonuuan cBepxy, ¢ MPUropka, HaBEPHOE, OTIIMYHO BUASAT OAMHOKOTO Ha CHETY YeJOBEKa, U, XOTA
MokKa He OeryT K HeMy — OHH, Oe3yCJIOBHO, PacCTPENsIIOT €ro M3 BUHTOBOK. Ecim ke Pribak
OpocHuTCs Ha MOMOIIIb, YOBIOT 000MX

— B OTOM OH ObLT yBepeH. Tak CIy4usioch BO BpeMsi (GUHCKOM, KOTJa MPOKISAThIC KYKYIIKH
HaOWBaJU 1O YETHIPE-TISATH YEJIOBEK 32 MUHYTY, U BCE TEM K€ CaMbIM IIPUMHUTHUBHBIM CIIOCOOOM: K
MIEPBOMY TOACTPEICHHOMY OpOcalcsi Ha BRIPYUKY COCE IO LIETH U TYT K€ JIOKHUIICS PSAIOM; TOTOM
K HAM TIOJI3 Ceayromuid. Y KaKaplii U3 3TUX CIEAYIOMMX MOHUMAJ, YTO €T0 JKJIET TaM, HO U HE MOT
yaepxKaTbcs, BUIS, KaK TOTHOAeT TOBAPHIIL.

3HAYUT, MOKA €CTh BO3MOXKHOCTh, HaJl0 yXoauTh: COTHUKOBA y)K€ HE crmacerib. PemuB Tak,
Pri6ak cKOpeHbKO 3a0pOCHII 32 CIIMHY KapaOWH, PeIIUTEeIbHBIM YCHUIIMEM B3BAIHII HA TUICYH OBILY H,
CHOTBIKAsICh O KOUKH, PUITYCTUIICS KpaeM 00i10Ta.

HaBepHo, OH Janexo yke yIIel ¢ TOTO MecTa U CHOBa BBIOWJICS U3 CHJ. BwICTpensl c3aau
CTUXJIH, U OH, MIPUCIYIINBASICh K TUIITUHE, C HESICHBIM OOJIETYCHUEM JyMaJl, YTO, IO-BUAUMOMY, TaM
BCE YK€ KOHYeHO. Ho crmycTst MUHYTY WM JBE BBICTPEINBI pa3laluch cHOBa. babaxHymno Tpu pasa,
OJTHA TIyJISl C 3aTyXarolUM BHU3TOM mpornuia Haj 6omotoM. 3HauuT, CoTHUKOB emie kwi. Y uMeHHo
9TH HEOXXUJAHHBIE BBICTPEINBI 0TO3BATNCh B Pribake HOBOW TpeBoroil. OHU clep:KUBaliu €ro Oer u
Oynopakuiau ero oOOCTpEHHBbIE OMAacHOCThIO 4yBcTBAa. OBIA Bce TsKenena, MOpPOil ee MSATKU,
MOJATIMBBIA TPy3 KazaliCsd YyXKUM U HENeNbIM, U OH MEXaHHMYECKH Tallui ee, TymMas COBCEM O
JIPYTOM.

Yepes MUHYTY BIiepend TOKas3alics HETTyOOKHMU OBpakKeK-MPOMOMHA, BO3MOXHO — Oeper
3aMepaiueil peuymiku. HaBepHo, ciemoBasio mepeTH Ha Jpyryl0 CTOpPOHY, HO Tosbko Prroax
CYHYJICSI Tyla, KakK, IMOCKOJIb3HYBIINCH, BBITYCTHJ HOIIY W HA CIOUHE CIOJN3 MO CHETY J0 HH3A.
Bripyrasimice, BCKo4mI, pasrpedasi pykaMu CHET, BEIOpAJICs HaBepX U BIPYT OTUETIIMBO TMOHSII, YTO
YXOIUTh HeNb3sl. Kak MOXKHO CTONBKO CHIIBI TPATUTh HA 3Ty MPOKIISATYIO OBILY, €CITU TaM OCTaBajCs
toBapui? Koneuno, COTHUKOB OBLI €111e KUB U HaroMuHal o cebe BeicTpenamu. [1o cymiecTBy, oH
npukpbiBan Peibaka, TeM cmacas ero oT rubenu, HO eMy caMoMy OBLIIO OueHb IUI0X0. EMy yxe He
BbIOparbes. A PriOaky Tak mpocTo OBLIO YUTH — BpSi/L JIM €T0 TeHepb JOTOHST.

Ho 4ro oH ckaxer B necy?

Bcest HempUIIIATHOCTE €ro MPEKHETr0 HaMEpEeHUsl CTaja CTOJNh OYEBHAHOW, 4TO Phribak THXO
BBIPYTAJICS M B CMATCHUHU OIYCTHIICS HA Kpail oBpakka. Brmamm, 3a KyCTapHHUKOM, TPOXHYI eIle
OJIUH BBICTpEII, U OOJIbIIIE BBICTPEJIOB C PUTOPKA YKe HE ObLI0. « MOXKET, TaM YTO U3MEHUIIOCHY, —



nogymali Pr10ak. HaCTyana Kakas-TO TATrydad Iiay3a, B TCUHCHUC KOTOpOﬁ Y HECro OKOHYATCJIBbHO
CO3pECJIO0 HOBOEC PCIHICHUE, U OH BCKOYMIJI.
CTapaSICL HC PACCYKIAaTb 60J'ILIJ_IC, OH 6LICTpLIM raromM ABUHYJICA IO CBOCMY CJICAY Ha3an.
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COTHMKOB HE MMEJ HaMEpeHHs] HauyMHaTh MEPEeCTPesKy — OH IMPOCTO yIMajl Ha CKJIOHE, B
TOJIOBE 3aKPY>KUJIOCh, BCE€ BOKPYT MOIUIBLIO, U OH UCITYTaJICs, UTO YKE HE MOAHUMETCSI.

Orcrona emy xopouio ObUTO BUIHO, Kak PpiOak BHU3Y M30 BCEX CHJI MUajcCs K KyCTapHHKY,
PYKH €T0 MOo-TpeKHeMY ObLIH 3aHATHI HOIIeH, 1 COTHHKOB HE TI03BAJ €T0, HE KPUKHYJ, IIOTOMY KaK
3HAJI: cracarbCs YK€ MO3AHO. 3a/IbIXasiCh OT YCTaJOCTH, OH HEMOJABUKHO JIeKaj B CHETY, IIOKa He
yCHBIIIAN C3a/IU TOJI0CA U HE MOHSJI, YTO €ro CKOPO CXBaTAT. Torja OH BBITAIIWI U3 CHEra BUHTOBKY
¥, 4ToObl Ha MUHYTY OTOJABUHYTH OT ce0s TO caMO€ CTpAIlHOE, YTO JIOJKHO OBLIO MPOU3O0MTH,
BBICTpENIWII B cyMepKu. [lycTh 3HAIOT, 4TO Tak MPOCTO OH UM HE JACTCS.

HaBepHo, ero BwICTpesn MOMEHCTBOBAN: OHU TaM, B TOJe, Bpoie Obl oCTaHOBWIHMCH. 1 OoH
MoJiyMaJl, 4TO HaJ0 BOCHOJIb30BAaThCS CIy4aeM M BCE K€ IMOMBITAaTbCsl YUTH. XOTS OH M 3HAJ, 4TO
IIaHCHI €T0 CIUIIKOM HUYTOXKHBI, OH BCE K€ COBJIaJall CO CBOEH c1ab0CThIO, HANPATCS U, ONEPIINChH
HAa BHWHTOBKY, BCTal. B 3T0 BpemMs OHHM MOSBWINCh HEOXKHJAHHO OJIM3KO OT HET0O — TP
HEMOJIBI)KHBIX CHUJTy3Ta Ha CepoM ropOy mpuropka. HaBepHo 3aMeTHB €ro, KpailHu# cripaBa 4To-TO
BCKpUKHYJ, 1 COTHHMKOB, MOYTH HE LEJSICh, BBICTPEIW BTOPOW pa3. bbulo BHIIHO, Kak OHU Tam
[IapaxHyJIUCh OT €ro MyJd, IPUCETH WM NPUTHYIHCh B OXKMJAHUM HOBBIX BbICTpenoB. OH xke,
3arpebas OypKaMmM CHET, IIaTKO M HEyBEpEeHHO IMo0eXaj BHU3, KaXKIYI0 CEKyHAYy PUCKYS CHOBa
pacmiacTaTbCsl Ha 3aCHEKEHHOM CKJIOHe. PpiOak yke ObLI JajeKko, MOoJ caMblM KyCTapHUKOM, U
CoTHHKOB TIOyMan: MoXkeT, yiaer? OH u caMm U3 MOCIEIHUX CHJI CTapajcs MOAAbIIe 0TOSKATh OT
ATOTO MPUTOPKA, HO HE CJIeJIajl U COTHU LIaroB, KaK c3ay MOYTH 3aJII0M yIapUIIA BBICTPEJIBL.

Heckonpko miaroB oH emie Oexai, y)ke 4yBCTBYS, YTO YIMaJeT, — B IpPaBOM Oeape BAPYT
3aIeKJI0, JIMMKAas ropsiyas MOKPSAIb MOMOJ3ja Mo KojieHy B Oypok. Eme yepe3 Heckoilbko IIaros
MOYTH TIEpecTall YyBCTBOBATh HOTY, KOTOpas OBICTPO TSKeNena M C TPYAOM MOTUHHSIIACH €MY.
UYepes MUHYTY OH pyxHyn Ha cHer. CuinbHOW 0OJM, OAHAKO, HE YYBCTBOBaJ, OBLIO TOJBKO
HECTEpPIIMMO JKapKO B TPyAUM U OYEHb JKIJIO BBIIIE KOJIEHA. B mTaHWHE BCE CTAl0 MOKPBIM.
Hexotopoe Bpems nexai, 1o 6omm 3akycuB ry0y. B co3Hanum yxe He ObLIO CTpaxa, KOTOPBIH OH
MIEPEKUIT paHbllle, He OBLIO Jake COXKAIEHUSI — IMPUIILIIO JIMIIL TPEe3BOE U OyATO HE €ro, a Ybe-TO
MMOCTOPOHHEE, YY)KOE€ U OTUETIIMBOC NMOHMMAaHUE BCEW HEOTBPAaTUMOCTU CKopou rubemu. Crerka
YOUBJISIO, YTO OHA HACTHUIVIA €r0 TaK BHE3ANHO, KOTZla MEHbIlE Bcero ee xjaaji. CKoIbKO pa3 B
camble O€3BBIXOJIHBIE MUHYTBI CMEPTh BCe-Taku o0xoimia ero cropoHod. Ho Tyt oboiitu yxe He
MorJIa.

C3anu omsTh MOCIHBIIIAIUCH T0JI0Ca — HABEPHO, 3TO MPUOIMKAIUCH MOIHIIAN, YTOObI B3ATh
€ro JKUBBIM WJIH MEPTBBIM. VICIIBITHIBasI OBICTPO yCUIUBAIOIIYOCS 0OJIb B HOTE U €Ba MPEBO3MOTast
cl1ab0CTh, OH MPUIIOAHAJICS Ha pyKax, cen. [lonsl mmuenu, Oypku, pykaBa U KOJIEHU OBLIU TYCTO
BBIBAJISIHBI B CHETY, Ha IITAHWHE BBILIE KOJIEHA PACIUIBIBAJIOCh MOKPOE MATHO KpoBU. Brpouem, oH

y)Ke TMepecTayn oOpauiatb Ha 3TO BHUMaHHE — JBUHYB 3aTBOPOM, BBIOPOCHII U3 BUHTOBKHU
CTPEJIIHYIO THJIb3Yy M I0CTaJl HOBBIM MAaTPOH.
OH cHOBa yBUJEN TPOUX Ha CKJIOHE — OJWH BIIEPEIH, JIBOE C3a]d, — HESCHbIE TEHU HE

OYEHb YBEPEHHO CITyCKaJIUCh ¢ MpHUropka. Cxas 3yObl, OH OCTOPOYKHO BBITSIHYJ HA CHETY PaHEHYIO
HOTY, JIET U TIIATeNbHee, YeM Mpexie, mpuuenmics. Kak Tolbko 3ByK BBICTpeNa OTIETEeN BAalb, OH
YBHJIENT; YTO TaM, Ha CKJIOHE, BCE pa30M yIajH, U cpa3y e B HOYHON THUIIMHE 3arpOXaii UX TYJIKHE
BUHTOBOYHBIE BBICTpenbl. OH TOHSI, YTO 3aJepXajl MX, 3aCTaBHJ CUHTATBCS C COOOH, M 3TO
BBI3BAJIO KOPOTKOE y/IOBIETBOpeHHE. Paccialissace mociae 00lIe3HEHHOTO HaNpspKEHUs!, OIyCTHIICS
n10oMm Ha mpukiang. OH CIUIIKOM yCTall, YT0OBI HEPEPHIBHO CIEIUTH 32 HUMU MM XOPOHHUTHCS OT
UX BBICTPEJIOB, U THUXO JIeXkaJl, Mpuleperas OCTaTKH CBOEH CIIOCOOHOCTH BBICTPENUTH ele. A Te, ¢
NpUTOpKa, APYKHO OWIIM TI0 HEMY M3 BHHTOBOK. Pa3a jBa OH ycibIan u MyJld — OJHA B3BU3THYJIA
HaJl TOJIOBOM, Jpyras yaapuia rjae-To MOA JIOKOTb, 001aB juio cHeroM. OH He MOIIEBETHICT —



nycTh ObioT. Eciin yOb10T, Tak uTo *k... Ho moka >kuB, OH UX K ce0e He MOIMyCTHT.

Cmeptn B 000 OH He Oosicsi — TepeOosuicsl y)Ke 3a JCCATOK CaMbIX OE3BBIXOIHBIX
MOJIOKEHUM, — CTpaIIHO ObLIO cTaTh JUI JPYyrux o0y30d, KaKk 3TO CIYYWIOCh C MX B3BOAHBIM
XKwmagenko. Ocenpto B KpbIKOBCKOM JIeCy TOT OBUT paHEH OCKOJIKOM B YKHBOT, U OHU COBEPIICHHO
U3MYUYWINCh, TOKa TAaIlWIM €ro Mo OOJOTYy MHMO Kaparesiel, Korja KakJoMy HEJerko ObLIo
yoepeub COOCTBEHHYIO TOJIOBY. A BeYepoM, KOTja BBIOpaMCh B Oe3omacHoe MecTo, KmadeHKo
CKOHYAJICA.

CoTHUKOB 0OJbIIE BCEro OOSIICS MMEHHO TaKOW Y4acTH, XOTS, KaKETCs, TaKas €ro MUHYET.
Cnactucs, pazymeercs, He npuaeTcs. Ho oH Obl1 B CO3HAHUM U MMEJN Opy»Kue — 3To riaBHoe. Hora
KaK-TO CTPaHHO MepTBeJia OT CTOIBI 0 Oelpa, OH y)Ke He UyBCTBOBAI M TEIUIOTHI KPOBH, KOTOPOH,
HaBepHO, HATeKJI0 HeMaulo. Te, Ha MpUTropKe, ocie HECKOIBKUX BBHICTPENIOB Terneph Bebkuaamu. Ho
BOT KTO-TO W3 HUX MOmHsuIcs. OcTajabHBIE OCTANNCH JIEKaTh, @ 3TOT OJMH YEPHOW TEHBIO OBICTPO
CKaTUJICs cO CKJIOHA U 3amep. COTHUKOB MOTSHYJCS pyKaMH K BUHTOBKE M TMOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK OH
ocnaben. K toMmy e cunbHel crana OoseTh Hora. boseno mouemy-To KOJIEHO M CYXOXKWJIHE IO
HUM, XOTs MyJId oMajia Bble, B 6eapo. OH cxkail 3yObl U cllerka MOBEpHYIICS Ha JIEBBIH OOK, YTOOBI
C TIPaBOTO CHATHh YacTh Harpy3Kd. B TOT ke MOMEHT Ha NMPHUTOPKE MEJIbKHYJIA eIle OJHA TeHb —
CHIaeTCsl, OHU TaM IO BCEM IpaBUJIaM apMEHCKOM TaKTHKH, MepedexKaMH, TPUOIIKAIUCE K HEMY.
OH moxnmancs, oKa MOAHUMETCSI TPETHI, M BBICTpENril. BeicTpenni Hayraj, MpuOIN3HTEIEHO —
MYIIIKa ¥ IPOpe3b ObUIN TUIOXO Pa3INuuMBbl B CyMpake. B 0TBeT omnsiTh 3arpoxajy BBICTPENbI OTTyAa
— Ha 3TOT pa3 OKOJIO JIecATKa, He MeHbIe. Korma BEICTpeIbl yTHXIIM, OH BBIHYJI H3 KapMaHa HOBYIO
o0oliMy M mepe3apsini BUHTOBKY. Bce-Taku maTpoHsl Hafo OblIo Oepedb, UX OCTAaBaJOCh BCETO
MSITHA/IATS.

HaBepHoe, MHOTO BpEMEHHU OH MpOJIeKal B 3TOM cHery. Teno Hayano Mep3HyTh, Hora Oosena
BCE OOJIBINE; OT CTY)KH W IOTEPH KPOBHU CTAJl IOHUMATh 03HOO. BBII0 OYeHh MyUUTENHHO XKAaTh. A
T€, MOCTPEJISAB, CMOJKIN, OyATO MpONagyd B HOYM — HUIJC HAa MPUTOPKE HE MOSIBHIOCH HU OJHOMN
TeHn. HO OH 94yBCTBOBaJ, YTO BPSI JIM OHU OCTaBAT €r0 TYT — IOCTAPAIOTCS B3ATH KUBBIM WIIH
MepTBBIM. W OH mogymait: a MoXeT, OHM mojnoi3atoT? Mnu on ctain mioxo Buaetb? OT ciabocTu B
I1a3ax HadaJld MENbTeHINTh TEMHBIC MATHA, clierka moTamHuBago. OH HCHyraicsi, YTO MOXET
MOTEPATh CO3HAHUE, U TOIJA CIYYUTCS TO caMmoe XyJIIee, Yero oH OoJblile BCero 0osyics Ha 3TOM
BOIfHE. 3HAYNT, TOCIIEIHEE, JUISI YEeTO OH JIOJDKEH cOepedh OCTAaTKH CBOMX MAaJIbIX CHJI, — HE CIAThCs
KHUBBIM.

COTHUKOB OCTOPOXKHO TIPUTIOAHSII TOJOBYy — B MOPO3HBIX CyMepKax BIEpEId YTO-TO
MmenbkHya0. Yenoek? Ho Bckope OoH ¢ oOiieryeHHMEM MOHSI, YTO OHIMOCS: Tepel CTBOJIOM
MenbTenmia OplTuHKa OypbsiHa. Torna, caepkuBasi CTOH, OH IMOIIEBEINI pAaHEHOW HOTOM, KOTOPYIO
TYT K€ TPOH3MJIa CKBO3HAas Cyjiopora 00Jiu, HEMHOTO TO/IBUTall KOJIeHOM. [lanbIieB CTYIHM OH yxKe
HE YyBCTBOBaJ BOBCE. Brpouem, 4epT ¢ HUMHU, C MajbllaMH, TyMaJl OH, TENEph OHHU HU K 4YeMy.
Bropas Hora Oblia BIOJHE 3710pPOBOH.

BpemeHu, HaBepHO, MPOIUIO HEMAJIO, 3 MOXET, M HE TaK MHOTO — OH Y€ YTPaTHjl BCSKOE
olIylIeHWe BpeMeHH. Ero TpeBoxuia Temepb camas IJIaBHAs MBICIb: HE JaTh ce0s 3aXBaTUTh
Bpacmiox. Ilogo3peBasi, UTO OHM MON3YT, U YTOOBI Kak-HUOYIb 3aJepkKaTh UX MPHUOIMKEHUE, OH
NPUIOKWICS K BUHTOBKE M ONATH BhICTpeswil. Ho monuuam mMemuiny 4To-To, ¥ OH MOIyMal, 4To,
MOXXET, OHM 3allOJI3JI B JIONIMHY W IOKa HE BHUIAT ero. Torma OH TakKe PEeIniI BOCIOIb30BaThCS
ATOI MaJeHbKOW MepeIbIIIKOA U MyYUTEIIbHO MepeBAIUIICS Ha OOK.

Cwmep3mmiicss Oypok BOOOIIE IMJI0XO CHUMAJCS ¢ HOTH, ceivac ero Hajao ObLIO coaparb, HE
BcTaBas. M1 COTHHKOB CKOPYMJICS, HAMPSICs, A0 CKPHUIIA CXKaJl YEIIOCTH U U30 BCEX CHII MOTSAHYI
Oypok. IlepBasi mombITKa HUYEro He naaia. Yepes MHUHYTY OH YK€ HM3HEMOT, XKapKO JIbIIIa,
o0NMuBasiChb XOJOAHBIM TOTOM. Ho, mepenoxHyB HEMHOIO M OIVISJIEBIINCH, C emle OosblIei
PEIIMMOCTBIO YXBaTHIICA 32 OypOK.

OH cTammI ero nocie MAToN WiK MECTON MOMBITKH U, BKOHEI] 00eCCUIeB, HECKOJIBKO MUHYT
HE MOT TIOIIEBETUThCS Ha cHery. [loTom, 0osick He ycreTh, OpPOCHI Ha CHET OypOK s MIPHITOTHSIT
ronoBy. Craercsi, mepes; HUM HUKOro He Oblio, Temeps mycTh O6eryT — OH ObIJI FOTOB NMPUKOHYUTH
ce0s1, CTOMJIO TOJBKO BIEPETHh B TIOMOOPOIOK CTBOJ BUHTOBKH M IajbIIeM HOTH HaXaThb cryck. U oH



MOpaJ0BaJICs TUXOW 370U PallOCThIO: BCE-TaKH JKUBBIM €ro He BO3bMYT. Ho y Hero erre ObLTH /B
000MMBI TATPOHOB — MMM OH JACT MOCEAHUN CBOW 00il. OH TMPHUBCTAJ BBIIIE — TAE-TO JTOJKHBI
K€ OHU OBITh, TU €T0 MPOTUBHUKHU, HE CKBO3b 3€MJIIO )K€ OHH MPOBATMIIUCE. . .

[Touemy-TO WX HE OKa3ajgoCch MOOMM30CTH. MM, MOXET, OH yXe TUIOXO BHJIET B HOYH?
Bnpouem, HOYB Kak OyITO MOTEMHENA, MECSI] BBEpXy OMNATh Kyda-TO HCYe3. 3HAYUT, KHU3Hb BCeE-
TaKu OKOHYHUTCS HOUBIO, MOAYMaJl OH, B MPa4YHOM, ITPOMEP3IIEM I10JIe, MPU MOJHOM OJUHOYECTBE,
6e3 mozeii. [Torom ero, HaBepHOE, OTBE3YT B MOJUIUIO, PA3IEHYT U 3apPOIOT IJe-HUOYIb HA KOHCKOM
MOTHJIBHHUKE. 3apol0T, 1 HUKTO HHUKOIJA HE y3HAeT, Y€l TaM MOKOWUTCS Mpax. bparckas morwia,
KOTOpasi KOTAa-TO CTpalluia €ro, celuac crajna HEJOCTHKMMOW MEUTOH, IMOYTH POCKOUIBIO.
Bnpodewm, Bce 310 Menoun. Y HETo yke He 0CTaBaJIOCh HUYETO TAKOTO, O YeM ObI CTOUJIO TIOXKAJIETh
nepeq KoHIoM. Pa3Be 4TO 3Ta BUHTOBKA, O€30TKa3HO MPOCITYKUBIIAs eMy Ha BoWHe. Hu pa3y oHa
HE 3aejia, HU eJUHBIM MEXaHW3MOM He TOBelIa MpH cTpeibde, 60 ee ObLT YIUBUTEIBHO CIIPaBeH U
MeTOoK. Jlpyrue uMenu cKopoCTpenbHble HEMEIIKME aBTOMAThI, HeKoTopble Hocuiin CBT — oH ke He
paccTtaBajics co cBoel TpexiauHenkoi. [lom3uMel oHa OblIa €ro MaJeKHON 3aIUTHUIICH, a Tereph
BOT, HABEPHO, JIOCTAHETCSl KAKOMY-HHUOY/Ib TIOTUIIALO. . .

Hauama mep3HyTh ero 6ocas Hora. He xBartano emie OoTMOPO3UTh €€ — KaK TOT/Aa HaXaTh
ciyck? IIpeBo3morasi c1abocTh U 00Jb, OH TMOMIEBEIUIICS B CHETY M BAPYT 3aMETHJI Ha MPUTOPKE
nBwkeHre. Toapko HE OTTyda K HeMy, a Tyda. JIBe enBa 3aMeTHBIC, pa3MBITHIE B CyMEpKax TEHU
MEJICHHO JIBUTAIHCh TIO0 CKJIOHY BBepX. CKOpPO OHU OBLIU YK€ HAa CaMOM BEpXy MPHUTOpPKA, U OH HE
MOT TIOHSITh, YTO TaM CIy4nsioch. OHM HaBEpHsKA Ky/la-TO OTIPAaBISUTMCh — BO3MOXHO, K CaHIM
WJIM 32 TIOMOIIIbIO, OH HE CMEJN JaKe U MOAYMaTh, YTO OHU OCTABJSUIM €ro. Ho OH SIBCTBEHHO BUJEN:
OHH BO3BpaIIaINCh K JOPOTE.

3HauuT, OH ocTaBaycs oguH. Ho Beab OH BCe paBHO JOJITO HE BBIAEPKUT TaK Ha MOpO3eE,
mocpenu mojis U OyAeT JUIIh MEIJICHHO MOTHOATh OT CTYKH U TOTepU KpoBU. bynro 35s1ch Ha HUX
3a 3TO UX BEpOJIOMCTBO, COTHUKOB KO€-KaK MPULIETUIICS U BBICTPEIHUIL.

W TyT OH MOHs, 4TO OmMacajcs HampacHO: HEBIAJIEKe MO/l MPUTOPKOM MPO3BYYal BBHICTPEIN B
OTBET. 3HAYUT, KapayibIIUK BCE k€ OcTajics. Te, HABEpHOE, OTPABMWIIMCH 3a MOMOIIbIO, a OJJHOTO
OCTaBWJIM CIEAWTHh 32 HUM M JepXKaTh €ro moja ooctpenom. HaBepHo, oHM co00Opa3mim, 4To OH
paHEH U JaJieKo He yijeT. YTo ik, Bce MPaBUIILHO.

OpHako HOBBIM MOBOPOT JIeJa Take BOOAYIIEBHII €T0 — C OJJHUM MOXKHO OBLIO TOOOPOTHCHI.
[1n0x0, mpaBaa, 4TO OH HE BUJIEN CBOETO MPOTUBHUKA — HABEPHO, YAUHO 3aMacKUpoBacs, raa. A
M0 BBICTpEJIaM HOYBIO HE OYEHb yrajaelib, TAe ToT 3acei. [lomuiail ke, mo Bcell BEPOSTHOCTH,
JiepKall ero Ha mpuiene — cromio COTHUKOBY MPUIOIHATH TOJIOBY, KaK BJAJIU I'pOXall BBICTPE.
3HAYUT, IPUAETCS JISKATh U MEep3HYTh. O3HOO yke Tpsc ero HempephiBHO, 1 COTHHKOB MOAyMal,
YTO JIOJTO TaK HE MPOTSHET.

Ho oH TsHYN, HEM3BECTHO HA YTO HAJESCh, XOTSA TaK MPOCTO MOT OBl TOKOHYUTH CO BCEM.
Moxert, oH 3axoTen cnacTuch? [lo-BuamMomy, 3axoTen, 0COOEHHO Tereph, KOrja T€ CHSIIN OCay.
Tonbko kak? [lon3TH OH HE MOT, paHEHOU HOTrOW cTapajcs He ABUrath aaxe. Ho 3mopoBas ero Hora
yKe 3amep3aia

— 3HAYMUT, OH BOBCE OcTaBaJjcs 0e3 HOI. A 0e3 HOr Kakoe craceHue”?

OcTaBuB B CHETY BUHTOBKY, OH MTOBEPHYJICS Ha OOK M, HE TIOAHUMAsI TOJIOBBI, TOUCKAI OYpOK.
Tor newxan Omu3ko, roiseHumieM B cHery. OH [oTsHyJCsS O0 Oypka, BbICHIAN CHEr M Haydaj
HAIIy[bIBaTh €r0 OKOYEHEBIEH HOroi, 4ToObl HaaeTh. Haners, ofHako, HE yIaioch — 3TO
0Ka3aJIoCh TPyJIHEe, YeM CHATh. Hora ToNbKo BoIIa B TOJICHUIIE, KaK OMSATh 3aKPY>KHJIaCh TOJIOBA,
U OH CXKaJICs, CTapasich MepeTepreTh MPUCTYI ciadoctu u 6omu. B 310 Bpems GaxHyn U TYJIKUM
MOPO3HBIM 3XOM TOKATHJICS TIO TIOJIF0 BBICTPENT — OTTY/A K€, M3-ToJ] nmpuropka. [lorom GaxHymno B
JIpyroi pa3 u B Tpetuid. [lynb, onHako, OH HE ychabllaj, 1a OH U HE BCIYIIUBAJICS BOBCE. bokoM,
CKOPYMBIIIMCh B CBOEM CHEXHOM JIGKOHIIE, OH M30 BCEX CHUJI CTapajcs HaTsSIHyTh Oypok. 1 on
HATSHYJ €r0 XOTS M He J0 KOHIIA, KOe-Kak, U eMy cTaio jerde. OH Ja)ke MOBEPHYI JIUIIO, YTOOBI HE
TaK CHJIBHO XKIJIO Ha CHETY IIEKYy | JIOO.

W Bapyr oH ycunbliian HEMOHATHO OTKYZIa JOHECIIUIICS TOJIOC:

— CotHukoB, COTHUKOB. ..



DTO MOpa3uio ero, ¥ OH MOAYMall, YTO, HABEPHOE, EMYy YK€ MepeluTcs. TeM He MeHee OH
OTJISIHYJICSI — C3ad B TEMHOTE BOPOMIMJIOCH YTO-TO JKHMBOE, Bpojae OBl Ja)e MOoJ3 KTO-TO U
MOBTOPSJI C TUXOW HACTOMYMBOCTBIO:

— CotHukoB, COTHHUKOB!

Hy, pazymeercs, 310 Pri6ak! COTHUKOB OTYETIMBO PACCIBIIIANT €r0 HU3KUN BCTPEBOKECHHBIN
TOJIOC ¥ TOT/Ia pa3oM OOMSIK B CBO€M MYUYHUTEIHLHOM HANPsHKEHUH. XOTS €Iie ObIJI0 HESICHO, XOPOIIIO
9TO WIN HET, uTo Ph1b6ak BepHyCs (MOXKET, MyTh K OTXOAY ObLIT TaK)Ke OTpe3aH), HO OH BAPYT MOHSIT:
ruOeIb OTKIAAbIBAETCS.

7

OHM TOMON31IM K KyCTapHUKY — Brepeau Pridak, 3a HUM COTHHKOB. DTO OBLT TOJITHUi,
U3HYpUTEIbHBIN MyTh. COTHUKOB HE yCIIE€BaJl 32 TOBApUIIEM, @ MHOIZIA U BOBCE 3aMHUpall B CHEXKHOM
6opo3ze, u torga Pribak, pa3BepHYBLIMCH, XBaTal €ro 3a BOPOT LIMHENIM M Taului 3a coboil. OH
TaKXe BBIOMJICSI U3 CUJI — MaJjlo Toro, yTo nomoran COTHHUKOBY, €11le BOJIOK, Ha cebe 00e BUHTOBKH,
KOTOpBIE BCE BpPEMs CBAJIMBAJIKMCh CO CIIMHBI U 3acTpeBasnd B cHery. Houb nmoTemHena, B cymMpauHoOn
JBIMKE COBCEM ITponall Mecsl — 3T0, BO3MOXKHO, U cnacio ux. [IpaBna, u3-nox npuropka jisa pasa
XJIOIIHYJIX BBICTPENbl — HABEPHO, TOT MOJIMULIAM BCE KE UTO-TO 3aMETHUII.

Koe-kak 1o6paBuivch 10 kpas KyCTapHHKa, OHH 3aJI€IVIM MEXAY MATKHX 3aCHEKEHHBIX KOUEK
— TEMHbBIE BETKM OJIbIIIAHMKA HEIUIOXO CKPHIBAIM MX B HOYHBIX CyMepkax. Peibak Obul Bech
MOKpBI — Tasiy1 CHET B pyKaBax U 3a BOPOTHUKOM IOJyIIyOKa, OT OOMJIBHOIO IOTa B3MOKJIA CIIMHA.
OH Tak ycTal, Kak He yCTaBajl, HaBepHOE, HUKOT/IA B KU3HH, U OSCIIOMOIIIHO JIeXKaJl HUYKOM, JIHIIb
HOIVIS/IbIBast B CTOPOHY IPUTOpKa: He OeryT ju 3a HUMU. Ho c3aau HuKoro He ObLIO, MOJMULANA XOTb
U 3aMETWJI YTO-TO, HO MpPEeCcie0BaTh, HABEPHO, HE OTBAXKWICA — TYT HENONITO OBLJIO U CAMOMY
CXJIOIOTATh IYJIIO.

— Hy, kak 11?7 — monan rojoc Peibak, Bce emie >kapKo AbIIa TyCThI-M, BUIUMBIM Jake B
CyMepKax MapoM.

— IInoxo, — enBa ciplHO npu3Haincst COTHUKOB.

OH nexan Ha OOKy, 3aIPOKHHYB TOJIOBY B IUIOTHO OOJIeTaBIIEH €€ CMEp3IIeics MUIIOTKE.
Panenas ero Hora ObUia Cllerka HMPUIOAHATA KOJIEHOM BBEPX WM MEJKO, HEPBHO Jpokana. Pwroax
THXO TIPO ce0s1 BBIPyTAJICS.

— JlaBaii Tporath. A TO... 00JI0XKYT — HE BBIPBEIIIBCS.

OH npunojHsIcs, HO, IPEXkAE YeM BCTATh, BBITALIMI M3-3a BOPOTHUKA Y COTHHKOBA CMATOE
CBOE IOJIOTEHIIE U APOKAIIMMH OT YCTAJIOCTH PyKaMHU TYrO IEpEeBs3all €ro HOIY BBIIIE KOJICHA.
CoTHUKOB pa3a JBa JAEpHYJICS OT OO U 3aJeprall AbIXaHue, MoJaBisas cToH. Pei0ak, mpuBcTaB Ha
KOJIEHH, ITOJICTABUJI EMY CIIMHY:

— Hy, nensiics.

— Ilomoxau, 1 caM, MOXKET. ..

Cnabo 3aBopomuBHIMCE Ha CHery, COTHMKOB KO€-KaK IOAHSUICA Ha OAHO KOJIEHO, C
0O0JIe3HEHHON OCTOPOXKHOCTBIO OTCTaBJSIi B CTOPOHY DAHEHYIO HOTY, MOMNBITAICS TOXHATHCS
COBCEM, HO 3TO €My HE yZIajocCh.

— Kyna te6e! A ny aepxucs!

Pr16ak moaxsaTui ero nop pyky, 1 COTHUKOB HAaKOHEI] BCTAJl; CUIIBHO IpUIa/ias Ha PAHEHYIO
HOTY, cefal JBa mara. 9to oboxpuino Pribaka — eciu yenoBek Ha HoOrax, TO, HABEpHO, HE BCE
HOTEPAHO. A TO, Kak npumnoi3 kK COTHUKOBY U y3HaJI, 4TO TOT PaHEH, CTAJI0 HE HO cebe: YTO OH MOT
clenarh ¢ HAM B TakoM mnojoxeHuu? Teneps Ppibak moHEMHOTY cTaj ycCIOKauBaThCs, MOAYyMaB,
4TO, MOXKET, €lle KaK-TM00 yaacTcs BBIBEPHYThCSL.

C nomourpto Pribaka COTHHKOB HEYKIIIOXKE IMEpecTynui pa3 U JaApyroi. OHHM MoOne3nu B
HETyCTOM 3[1€Ch, HU3KOPOCIBIA KyCTapHUK C €r0 PHIXJIBIM U JJOBOJBHO INTyOOKHUM cHeroM. COTHHUKOB
OflHOM pykol aepskaiics 3a. PpiGaka, a qpyroil xBarascst Ha XO4y 3a CTbUIbIE BETKU OJbLIAHUKA H,
CWJIBHO IIPUIIAJAs Ha PaHEHYIO HOT'Y, M30 BCEX CHJI CTapalicsl CTynarh ObicTpee. B rpynu y Hero Bce
XPHUIIENO ¢ KAKUM-TO HEXOPOILIUM IIPUCBUCTOM, MHOTJAa OH HAYMHAJ IIyX0 U MYYHUTEIbHO KalUIATh,



u Ppi0ak Bech CXKUMaJCSA: WX JIETKO MOIIHM yciblmarh u3ganun. Ho on momuan. OH yxke He
CHpalIBaJl O CAaMOYYBCTBHM — HE JlaBasi ce0e mepeblKy, HacToHunBO Tamui COTHHUKOBA CKBO3b
3apoCiIu.

3a KyCTapHHKOM I10CJIe JIOIIMHBI, OKa3aBIIEHCS TOBOJIBHO MPOCTOPHBIM 3aMeP3LINM 00JI0TOM,
OISATh HAYaJICSl KPYyTOBATHINA MOAbEM Ha MPUropok. OHM HaUCKOCh BCKapaOKalIuCh Ha Hero, U Peibak
MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO CUJIBI €ro Ha ucxone. OH yXe He B COCTOSIHUM ObLT nmoaaepxkuBatb COTHUKOBA,
KOTOpBIM BCE Ipy3HEe ocelan KHHU3Y, Ja U caM TaK M3HEMOI, YTO OHHM, HE CrOBapHBasCh, MOUYTH
OJTHOBPEMEHHO PYXHYIHU B cHer. IloToM, cocpeaoTOYeHHO M TPOMKO AbllIa, JOJIr0 JeXalu Ha
CKJIOHE C YIUBHUTEIbHBIM paBHOAyIIHEM KO BceMy. IlpaBma, Pribak moHMMan, 4ro ¢ MUHYTHI Ha
MUHYTY UX MOTYT HacCTUYb IOJIMIIAH, OH BCE BpeMs KJaJl KX POKOBOTO OKPHKA, HO BCE PaBHO TEJO
ero ObUI0 OECCUITBHO OJI0JIETh CKOBABILYIO YCTAIOCTb.

Mo:xet, 4eTBepTh 4aca CITyCTs, HECKOJIBKO CIPAaBACh C JIbIXaHHUEM, OH IMOBEPHYJCS Ha OOK.
COTHUKOB JIeXkall pJIOM M MEJIKO JpOKall B 03HOOE.

— Ilarpons! octanucey?

— OpnHa o6oiima, — iryxo npoxpuries COTHUKOB.

— Ecnu yto, Oynem oTOMBaTHCS.

— He ouenb oToObembes.

JleficTBUTENBbHO, C JBaJLIATBIO MATPOHAMHU HE JIOJT0 MpOAEpXHIbcs, ayman Psibak, HO
JIpyTroro BbIXOJa y HMX HE ocTaBajoch. He chaBaTbes K€ B KOHLIE KOHIIOB B IUIEH — IPUIETCS
JIpaThCsl.

— W otkyna ux yept npuHec? — Ppibak ¢ HOBOW CHIION Hayalsl MepexuBaTh CIyYUBIIEECs. —
Bor yx neiictButensHO: 6e1a ojHa HE XOIUT. ..

CoTHHMKOB MOJI4a JIEKaJl, C HEMaJIbIM YCHJIMEM NOJABIISAsl CTOHBI. Ero MoTeMHeBIIEE Ha CTYKE,
UCTEep3aHHOE OOJIbIO JIMIO C 3aWHEBEBIICH OT JbIXaHMS LIETHHOM BAPYT IMOKa3aloch Ppibaky
MOYTH HE3HAKOMBIM, YYXKMM, U 3TO BBI3BAJIO B HEM KaKHE-TO CKBEpHbIE NpeauyBCTBHA. PbiOak
MoJyMajl, 4yTo Jella HalapHUKa, Mo-BUAMMOMY, COBCEM IIJIOXH.

— Ouenp 6051UT?

— bonut, — 6ypkHyn COTHUKOB.

— Teprnu, — rpy6oBato mondoapun Peibak, momasisisi B cebe HEBOJIBHOE M COBEPIICHHO
HEYMECTHOE Teleph YYBCTBO JKaJIOCTU. 3aT€M OH Cell Ha CHEer W Hadyall 03a004eHHO OCMaTpUBaTh
MECTHOCTb, KOTOpPasl I0Ka3aJ1aCh COBCEM HE3HAKOMOM: KaKOe-TO XOJIMUCTOE I10JIE, HENAJIEKUH JIECOK
WIM pOUMIla, a rae Obul OONbIIOH, HYKHBIM UM Jiec, OH HE MMEJI O TOM HHKAKOTO IOHSTHS.
3akpyTUBIIMCH BO BpeMsi OerctBa B KyCTapHHMKE, OH BIApPYr IepecTaj IMOHHMMAaTh, IJie OHH
HAXOJWJINCh U B KAKOM HarpaBiIeHUH MOXKHO BBIUTH K CBOHM.

OTO 0TO3BANOCH B Jylle HOBOW TPEeBOrol — He xBarajio eme 3a0myautbcs. OH XoTen
3aroBOpUTh 00 3TOM ¢ COTHHKOBBIM, HO TOT JIeKaJl PSAOM, OyATO HE YYBCTBYS YK€ HU TPEBOTH, HU
CTYKH, KOTOpasi CTAHOBUJIACh BCE HECTEPNHMMEE HAa XOJOAHOM BETpY B moje. PasropsueHHoe mnpu
Xo/1p0€e Teo O4YeHb CKOpO Havalsl mpobupars Mopo3. Iloka, onHako, ycTanocTh MPUKOBBIBAJA X K
3emiie, U Ppibak BcMarpuBajCsi B CyMepeuHble OKPECTHOCTH, MYYMTENIBHO cooOpaxas, Kyda
MOJAThCSL.

OH nbITazncs ONpeaeNnThb 3TO, TIIETHO BOCCTAHABIMBAS B NIAMATH MX IyTaHbIA MyTh CIOZA, a
MHCTHUHKT CaMOCOXpPaHEHHMs] HAaCTOMYMBO TOJIKAJl €ro B HAlpaBiIeHUM, MPOTHUBOIOIOKHOM
KyCTapHHUKY, 32 KOTOPBIM MX HacTUIIa nonuuusd. Kazanoch, noauman omnsTh MOSBITCS MO UX CIELy
OTTY/Ia, CIIE0BATEIbHO, HAJI0 ObLIO YXOIUThH B MPOTUBOIOIOKHYIO CTOPOHY.

Korga 3T0 4yBCTBO OKOHUYATEIbHO OBIAAENO MM, Pbibak BcTan M moBecHs Ha IUiedo o0e
BUHTOBKH.

— [laBaii kak-HUOYHb. ..

CoTHMKOB HadajJ ¢ TPyIOM HOAHMMAThCs, PbiOak M Ha 3TOT pa3 mojajepkaji ero, HO TOT,
OKa3aBILIUCh HAa HOT'aX, BEICBOOOANI JIOKOTb.

— Jlaif BUHTOBKY.

— Yo, noiigenn?

— Ilompobyro.



«Yro x, mpoOyit», — moayman Pribak, ¢ obnerdyeHueM Bo3Bpallas eMy BUHTOBKY. Onupasich
Ha Hee, Kak Ha najky, COTHHMKOB KO€-KaK CTYNHJ HECKOJbKO IAaroB, U OHU OYEHb MEIJICHHO
noOpeH Mo CHEKHOMY IOJTIO.

Yac crmycTs OHU YK€ Jajieko OTOLUIM OT O0JIoTa W CIEeNO TAIIWIUCh IMOJIOTUM TMOJEBBIM
KOCOTOpoM. PpIGak uyBCTBOBAJI, UTO CKOPO HAYHET CBETATh, YTO HA MCXOJE MOCIEAHNE Yachl HOUHU U
YTO OHU TEHepb OYEHb MPOCTO MOTYT HE ycmeTh. Eciau yTpo HAaCTHUTHET MX B IOJie, TOTJa YXKe
HABEPHSIKa UM HE BBIKPYTHTHCSL.

[Toka ux cmacano TO, 4YTO CHET TyT ObUT HENTyOOKHH, HOTH MPOBAJIUBAINCH HE TaK 4acTo, KaK
Ha Oosore. Bokpyr Ha cHery cepenu BbICOXIIHE CT€OMM OypbsHAa, MECTaMH OHHU Ka3aJUCh YyThb
ryuie, u Poibak o6xoauin 3tu Mecrta, BblOUpasi, riae 010 moMensie. OH crapalics He CITycKaTrbes B
JIOUIMHY, 0OSCh 3alie3Th TaM B CYrpoObl, Ha MpHUropkax Obulo HajzexxHee. Ho ux cieln ciaumkom
OTYETIUBO 00O03HAYMJIICSA HA CHETY — pa3, ONISHYBIIKCH, PpiOak ucIyrasics: Tak IpocTo ObLIO UX
JIOTHATh J1aXke HOubl0. OMIAABIBAsICh BOKPYT, OH MOAyMaJl, 4TO Kakoi Obl OIacHOW Uil HUX HU Oblia
Jlopora, KoTopasi y’Ke e/iBa UX He MOryOusia Ceroits, Ho, BUIMMO, OISATh HAJ0 BbIOWpAThCs Ha Hee.
TonbKo Ha JOPOre MOXKHO CIPSTATh CPEI APYTHX J1BA CBOMX CII€Aa, YTOOBI HE MPUBECTH 3a COOO0M
ITOJINLIAEB B JIATEPb.

M3 crycTUBIIMXCS HOUHBIX CYMEPEK €jBa MPOCTYNaJI0 CHEXHOE IOJIE C PEAKUMHU ISATHAMM
KyCTapHHKa, OJAMHOKHMMH IOJIEBBIMU JIEPEBIIAMH: B OJHOM MECTE€ 4YTO-TO HESCHO 3a4epHEIo, H,
nozfoias onmuxke, Pridak yBuzen, uto 3To BanyH. Jloporu Hurne He 6b110. Toraa oH KpyTo MOBEpHYI
BBEpPX — MJITU TaK CTajo TpyAHEe, HO MOSBUJIACH HAJEXK/Ia, YTO HABEPXY, 32 IPUTOPKOM, BCE-TaKu
nosiIBUTCS Jiec. B necy ynanock Obl CKPBITHCS, TOTOMY YTO MOJIMIAKN BPS JIM CPpa3y CYHYTCS CIeIOM

— HaBEPHO, CHa4aJIa IOyMaroT ¥ TEM Ja1yT BO3MOKHOCTb OTOPBAThCS OT MPECIIEN0BATENCH.

PriOak He BrepBble MOMAAajl B TAKOE IMOJOXKEHUE, HO BCAKUN pa3 eMy KaK-TO yIaBasloCh
BBIBEPHYTHCS. B MOJOOHBIX Cilydasix BbIpydaju OBICTPOTa M HAXOAYUBOCTH, KOTJA €IUHCTBEHHO
NPaBUIbHOE PELICHNE MPUHUMANOCh 0e3 cekyH bl ono3nanus. M oH yxomwi. TyT Toxe Obliia Takas
BO3MOXKHOCTb, TI0 HEM3BECTHOM MpPUYMHE IPEIOCTaBICHHAs UM MOJULASMHU, U OH Obl OTIMYHO
BOCTOJIb30BaJIC €10, ecii Obl He CoTHHKOB. Ho ¢ COTHHMKOBBIM naneko He yihaems. OHU elle He
B300paJIUCh HA XOJIM, KaK HalapHUK B KOTOPBIN YK pa3 TPYAHO 3aKallIsA], HECKOJIBKO MUHYT TEJIO
€ro MYYMTEJIBHO COAPOrajoch, Kak OyITO B HAMpacHBIX MOTYrax BBIKAIUIATh 4YTO-TO. PhiOak
OCTaHOBMJICS, TOTOM BEPHYJICS K TOBapHIILy, OMpoOoBall noaaepxkath ero noj pyky. Ho Coraukon
C TPYZIOM CTOsUI Ha HOT'aX, U OH OITyCTHJI €70 Ha TBEP/bIN, BEUIN3aHHBIN BETPOM CHET.

— Yro, maoxo?

— BunHo, He BeIOparheA. . .

Ppibak mpoMomyanm — €My HE XOTeJIOChb 3aBOAMTH O TOM pas3roBOp, HEUCKPEHHE
oOHaJIe)KMBaTh WM yTellaTh, OH caM TOJKOM HE 3Hal, Kak BbIOparhcs. M Jake B KaKyl0 CTOPOHY
BbIOMpAThCS.

OH Henonro noctosul Haj CUTHUKOBBIM, KOTOPBIM HEMOIIHO CKOpUMiIcS Ha OOKY, mopoOpas
paHeHyto Hory. B co3nHanuu Pribaka Hauanau nepememinBaThCsl pa3iUYHbIe YYBCTBA K HEMY: U
HEBOJIbHASL KaJOCTh OTTOTO, YTO CTOJIBKO JOCTajOCh OJHOMY (Majio ObLIO OOJIe3HM, Tak eme M
MOJICTPEINIIN), U B TO K€ BpeMsl MMOSIBUJIACh HEONPEIeJICHHAs Jocala-IPequyBCTBUE — KaK Obl 3TOT
CoTHuKOB He HaBjek Oe/ibl Ha 000UX. B 3TOM U3MEHYMBOM M HEYJIOBUMOM ITOTOKE YYBCTB BCE Yallle
CTaJla HaIOMHHATE O ce0e, BpeMeHaMH1 3ariyliasi BCe OCTalbHOE, TPEBOTa 32 COOCTBEHHYIO JKU3Hb.
[IpaBaa, oH crapaics THaTh ee OT cedd M JepkKaThCsl KaK MOXHO cIlokoifHee. OH MOHUMAJ, 4TO
CTpax 3a CBOIO JKW3Hb — IEPBbIN IIar Ha MyTH K PACTEPSHHOCTH: CTOUT TOJIBKO MOAIATHCS UCIIYTY,
3aHEpBHUYATH, KaK OeJbl MOCHIILIIOTCS OfHa 3a Jpyroil. Torma yx HaBepHsKa Kpblika. Terneps ke
XOTSI U IPUIIIOCH TYTO, HO HE BCE €llle, BO3MOXXHO, MOTEPSHO.

— Tak. Tel nogoxau.

OctaBuB COTHHUKOBA, IJie TOT JIeXKall Ha CHETy, PbIOak moTammics mo CKJIOHY BBEpPX, UYTOOBI
ocMoTpeTbed. EMy Bce Kazanock, 4To 3a X0aMoM jec. OHM CTOJBKO YK€ IPOIUIM B ATOM HOYM, U
€CJIM LA MIPABUIBHO, TO JOJHKHBI OUYTUTHCS Iie-TO MOOINU30CTH OT JIeca.

[Tnox0, 4yTO COBCEM Mporman Mecsl M MOooJalb HUYEro He ObUIO BUJHO — HOYb TOHYJA B
MOPO3HOM TyMaHHOW MIVIe: IIIyXH€ NMpEeAyTpPeHHHE CyMEpKH OOBOJAKHMBAJIM BCE BOKPYL Tem He



MeHee Jieca MOOMM30CTH He ObUIO0. 3a MPUTOPKOM OISATh MPOCTUPATIOCh HEPOBHOE, C MOJOTUMU
XOJIMaMHU TI0JIe, Ha KOTOPOM YTO-TO CMYTHO CEpPeJio, HAaBEPHO POIIHUIA, OUYEHb YXK Kyllas pOIIria —
TpUBKa B 1oje, He Oofblie. Beiony BUIHENHCH HEONpeAeTIeHHbBIE MSATHA, TEMHbBIE OpBI3TU OypbhsHa,
Pa3MBIThIC, HEUETKHE CHITYIThI KyCTOB. [10 BOT M3 CHEXHOTO TOJyMpaKa BBHITJISTHYJIa KOPOTCHBKAs
npsiMasi 4eprta — oOO3HAuMWJIach Ha 3emiie M Hcuesna. Ppidak ¢ HEOXKHMIAHHOW JIETKOCTBHIO
3aTOPOMNMUJICS K HEH ONMKe W HE 3aMEeTHJI, KaK YepTOUYKa 9Ta KaK-TO BAPYT MPEBpaTHIIACh HA CHETY B
TEMHOBATYIO MOJIOCKY AOPOrH. JI0OBOIBHO HaKaTaHHAs, C YE3KCHHBIMU KOJIESIMH U CIIeJaMU KOHCKUX
KOTIBIT, OHA SIBUJIACh KaK HUKOTAA KCTaTu. PpiOak 3aBepHyN Ha3aj M JIETKO COEXall C MPUTOPKA K
CKpIOYeHHOMY Ha cHery COTHUKOBY.

— Jlopora Tyt! Ciplusb!

ToT BANO NPUNOTHSIT KpPYIJIOBaTyl, HEECTECTBEHHO MAaJCHbKYI0 B THIOTKE TOJIOBY,
3aBOPOIIMIICS, BPOJIC HAa4aJl BCTABATh.

— C nopor# rue-HuOyab COIMIMBITHEM — HE HalayT. ToNbKO ObI yCIIeTh — HE HAloOpOThCS Ha
KaKoTo 4epTa.

C momomipto Pribaka COTHMKOB MoOJYa TOAHSUICS, HEMOCITYIIHBIMH MalbllaMU yHnoOHee
OXBAaTUJI JIOKE BUHTOBKU.

Onu MemieHHO mobOpenu K mopore. PpiOak TPEeBOXKHO OMISAIBIBAICS B CyMEpKax — He
MOKAXYTCS JIK T/1e Jronu. Ero HampspKeHHBIN B3I MPUBBIYHO OOIIIapUBall 1Mojie, C HAauOOIBIITIM
YCUIIUEM CTpeMsCh MPOHUKHYTH Ty/a, TJe ucde3an NalbHUi KOHell Joporu. M BApyT COBEpIICHHO
HEOXXHUJIAHHO I ceOs OH 3aMeTHJI, 4TO He0O HaJ MojeM Kak OyATO MPOsICHUIIOCH, CAENIAIOCH
CBETJIO-CUHUM, 3BE3/bl MPUTYIIMIN CBOW OJIECK, TOJIBKO CaMmble KpPYMHBIE elle SPKO TOpeld Ha
HEOOCKJIOHE. DTOT SIBHBIN MPU3HAK paccBETa B3BOJHOBAJ €ro OOJbIle, YeM eclii Obl OH YBHIEI
moneil. UTo-To B HEM MepelepHyI0Ch, MOJANOCh BIEPEN, TOIBKO OBl MPOYb OT 3TOTO TOJIOTO,
MpeIaTeIbCKu CBETIICIoNIero nojisi. Ho HOru OBbUTH HAMWUTHI HEOMOJIUMOW YCTaJOCThIO, K TOMY JKe
c3amu enBa KoBBUISUT COTHUKOB. XO4Yellb WJIM HET, NPUXOAUIOCH MEJICHHO TaIlUThCS
MOJBEPHYBLIEICS TOPOTO — IPyroro BbIX0Ja HE OBLIO.

[ToHsIB 3TO, OH MPHUIITYIIKI B ce0e HEeTEpIIeHHe, TBepkKe Cxkan 3yObl. OH HH CJIOBa HE cKa3al
COTHUKOBY — TOT W Tak €/IBa OpeJ, BUAHO PAcCXOysl TIOCIEIHNE CBOU CUJIBI, U 'y Pribaka uTo-TO
CIBHHYIIOCh BHYTPU — OH YK€ 3HAJ: yaa4du He OyneT. Houb KOHUanmach M TeM CHHMala ¢ HUX CBOIO
OTIeKy, JeHb oOeman Mano xopoimero. M Peibak ¢ mMOHMKINEH Tymiod cMOTpes, KaKk MEIJICHHO U
HEYKJIOHHO 3aHUMAaJIOCh 3MMHEE yTPO: CBETIENIO HE0O, U3-TI0JI HOYHBIX CyMEpeK sSICHee MpOCTYIam
CHEXHBIA MPOCTOP, I0POTa BIEPEAr MOCTEIICHHO JUTMHHENIA U CTAHOBUJIACH BUIHOM JAJICKO.

I[To 370l JOpOre OHM MOTALIMINCH B CTOPOHY POILIH.
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CoTHHKOB He Xyxe PpiOaka BUjIEN, 4TO HOYb HA MCXOJE, U OTIIMIHO MTOHUMAJ, YeM JIJI HUX
MOKET 00EpPHYTHCS ITO MPEKICBPEMEHHOE YTPO.

Ho on men. On cobpan B cebe Bce, Ha YTO eI1e ObLIIO CIIOCOOHO €ro oOeccuieBIlee Temo, H,
noMorasi cebe BHUHTOBKOH, C OTPOMHBIM YCHJIHMEM IIepelBUTajl HOTH. beapo ero MyduTenbHO
00J1e710, CTOTIBI OH HE YyBCTBOBAJI BOBCE, MOKPBIA OT KPOBU OypOK CMep3Csl M 3aKOCTCHEN; IPYTOi,
HC 10 KOHIIa HaIIeTLIﬁ, HeyKJIIO)Ke 3aFHy.HCH Ha IIOJIOBUHC I'OJICHHUIIIA, TO U ACJIO 3arp66a51 CHCT.

[TokamecT oHM mOOpenu 10 Jiecka, paccBeno emie Oonbmie. CTajao BHJIHO TOJE OKPECT,
IIOKaThIC 1104 CHCI'OM XOJIMBI, CJICBA, I10O0JaJIb OT ,Z[OpOFI/I, B JIOIIUHEC THHyJII/ICB 3apocn1/1 MCJIKOJICChA,
KyCTapHHUK, HO, K&KETCs, 3TO OBLI TOT CaMblii KYCTApHHK, U3 KOTOPOTO OHH BBINLIH. BoJbIIoro ke
Jeca, KOTOPBIA celdyac Tak HYKEH ObUI MM, HE OKaszaloCh JaKe€ Ha TOPU30HTE — OYATO OH
MIPOBAJIMIICS 32 HOYb CKBO3b 3€MITIO.

Pri6ak, kak 0OBIYHO, HACTOHYHMBO CTPEMMUIICS BIEPE]], YTO, BIIPOYEM, OBLIO IOHATHO: OHU IILTU
KakK 10 JIC3BUIO OPHUTBBI, KAKIAYIO CEKYHJIy UX MOIJIM 3aMETUTh, JJOTHATh, ITepexBaTuTh. K cyacTeio,
,uopora BCC cCIIC JIeKajia HYCTaH, a XBOfIHBIfI KIIOYOK BHCpe[[I/I X0Td U MCAJICHHO, HO BCC-TaKu
npuommkancs. Onupasch Ha BAHTOBOYHBIN MPUKIIAT H CHIBHO XpoMasi, COTHHKOB CKBO3b 0OJIb TO U
Jeno Opocan Tyga HEeTepIeNuBbIe B3TISAIbI — OH KAXKIAN CKOpee TOWTH, U HE CTOJNBKO 3aTeM,



4TOOBI CKPBITHCS C JOPOTH, a 00JIbIIE YTOOBI OOPECTH MOKOH.

Ha Oemy, He ycmenn OHM ONOJIETh W TIOJOBUHBI MyTH K O3TOM pomwmie, Kak Pridak,
BBIPYTaBIIUCH, OYTO BKONAHHBIH, BCTAJl HAa JJOPOTeE.

— TBoe-moe! D10 x kiaadume!

COTHUKOB BCKHHYJ TOJIOBY — JI€HCTBUTENBHO, TEMEPh YXE CTajJ0 BHUAATh, YTO XBOMHBIH
KJIOYOK, MOKA3aBIIMNCA UM pPOIIMIIEH, Ha Jene ObUl CeIbCKUM KJIaJAO0UIIEeM: MOJA PacKUAUCTHIMU
BETBSIMM COCEH $ICHO BHUIHEIHCHh HECKOJIBKO JEPEBSHHBIX KpPECTOB, OrpajJka W KUPIUYHBIHA
NMaMsATHUK B ITyOuHe Ha npuropke. Ho camoe xyamee ObIJI0 B TOM, YTO M3-3a COCEH BBIIVISIBIBAIIN
COJIOMEHHBIE KpBIIIU OJIM3KOM JIepeBHU: BETep, BUAHO ObUIO, KOCO TAHYJ B HEOO XBOCT JbIMa U3
TPYOBL.

Pri0ak BeICMOpKAJICs, pacCEsIHHO BBITEP MATEPHEN HOC.

— Hy, kyna netbcs?

JleBarbcs 1eHCTBUTENBHO OBIIIO HEKYZA, HO M HE CTOATH )K€ Tak, nocpeau goporu. 1 onu, eme
OoJiee MPUYHBIBILKE U BCTPEBOXKEHHBIE, TOTALIMINCH K JIEPEBHE.

ITonagary UM BpoOzi€ BE3JIO: JEPEBHS, HABEPHO, TOJIBKO €Il€ MPOCHINAIach, 1 OHU, HUKOTO HE
BCTPETUB Ha CBOEM IyTH, OnaromnoiydHo noOpaiuchk a0 kinandouma. PasHbIx cienoB TyT ObUIO B
n30bITKE — Ha Jlopore W Bo3yie Hee B mose. Ilo ciabo 0003HaueHHON Ha CHETy TPOIMHKE OHH
MOCTEIIHO CBEPHYIM IO HHU3KO HaBHclIue BETBH coceH. OObrdyHO COTHHKOB C TPYIOM
npeojosieBal B cebe Kakoe-TO IMyrarolie-Ope3rMBOe YyBCTBO MNpPU BHJAE 3TOTO IEYAIHHOTO
MIpUCTaHHUIIIA, BCerna crapaics o0oiTu ero, He 3ajepuBasick. Ho Teneps 310 Kitagdwuiie, ka3anoch,
MocyIaHo OOTOM JIJISl UX CIIaceHHsI — UHave e Obl OHU YKPBUIMCh Ha BUY Y JICPEBHSI.

OHU TOPOIUIMBO MPOIUIH MUMO CBEXKET0, €Il HE MPUCHIITAHHOTO CHETOM INIMHUCTOTO Oyropka
JIETCKOM MOTHJIKH, U PACKHIUCTHIE CYKOBAaThIe COCHBI J]a HECKOJIBKO Orpajl Ha CHETY 3acIIOHHWIIN UX
OT JepeBeHCKUX OKoH. Martu Tyt cramo nerye — COTHHKOB, yCepAHO momorasi cebe pykami,
XBAaTaJICs TO 3a KPECT, TO 32 KOMEJb JIepeBa WIM ITaKeTHUK orpajsl. [lopsakoM oToiins ot nopory,
OH 1o100pascs K TOJNIIEHHOMY KOMJITIO COCHBI M TSXKEJIO pyXHYJ B CHET. 3a 3Ty MPOKJIATYIO HOYb BCE
B HEM HCCTPaAATIOCh, HAMEP3J0Ch, 3alUIOCh NTyOMHHON HEeyTHXarole 00bo.

OH cTpajgan OT cBOeW (PU3NUECKONW OECIOMOIIHOCTH W JieXkKas, MPHUCIOHSICh CIUHON K
IIEPIIAaBOMY KOMIIIO COCHBI, 3aKpBIB IJ1a3a, YTOOBI HE BCTPETUTHCA B3MIAI0M ¢ Ppibakom, He HauaTh
¢ HuM pasroBop. OH 3HaJ, 0 YeM OyJeT STOT pa3roBop, U u3deran ero. OH 4yBCTBOBAJ ceOs TOYTH
BUHOBATBIM OTTOTO, YTO, CTpajas cam, MOJBEprajl pUCKy TOBapuIlla, KOTOPHIH 0e3 Hero, KOHEYHO,
ObLT OBI yoke Janexo. Perdak ObuT 310poB, oOmanan Gonbmiel, ueM COTHUKOB, XKaXJI0W JKUTh, U 9TO
HaJIarajio Ha Hero ONpeJIelIeHHYI0 OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 3a 00oux. Tak gyman COTHUKOB, HUCKOJIBKO HE
VIOUBIISASCH 0€3KaNIO0CTHOM HacTOMYMBOCTH PhiOaka B MOMBITKAX BBIPYUYHTHh €M0 MUHYBIIEH HOYBIO.
OH OTHOCHJI 3TO K OOBIYHOM COJIATCKOM B3aMMOBBIPYUKE U HE UMeEI Obl HUYero npoTuB PribakoBoii
oMoy, Oynb oHa oOpaileHa K KoMy-HHOyb TpeTbeMy. Ho cam oH, XOTs ¥ OB paHeH, HU 3a 4TO
HE XOTeJ MpHU3HaTh ceOs clabbIM, HYXIAaBIIMMCSA B OCTOPOHHEH MOMOIIM — 3TO ObUIO JUISL HETO
HENPUBBIYHO M MPOTUBHO BCEMY €ro cyuecTBy. Kak mor, oH cTapaicsi cipaBUThCs ¢ coOO0M cam, a
Tam, IJe 3TO He MOIy4yalloCh, YMEPUTh CBOIO 3aBHCHMOCTH OT Koro Obl To HU Obli0. M or PhiOaka
TOXE.

Opnnako Pprbak, BUHO Maslo BHUKAs B MEPEKMBAHU TOBAPHUIIA, MPOAOIKAI 3a00TUTHCS O
HEM U, HEMHOTO MePeIOXHYB, CKa3all:

— IMonoxu TyT, a st moackouy. Bon xara Gnuzko. B ciydae uero B rymHe nepernpsiuemcs.

«ITopoxaare — 31O X0poI10, — nogyMan COTHUKOB, — JIUIIb Obl He UATH». JK/1aTh OH FOTOB
ObUT OJITO, TONBKO OBl JOXKAATHCS Yero-HuOyAb OOHaJeKMBaroliero. Pribak ycrano MmofHsuICcsS Ha
HOTH, B3sul KapabuH. YToOBl TOT He Opocwiics B Ivla3a, NEPEeXBaTUi €ro, CIOBHO MAaJIKy, 32 KOHEI]
CTBOJIA M INMPOKO 3amliarajl IO 3acHeKEHHbIM Oyrpam Morui. COTHHKOB pacKpbll IUIa3a,
MOBEPHYBIINCh HEMHOTO Ha OOK, mogoOpasl moOnuke BUHTOBKY. MeXIy CTBOJIOB COCEH COBCEM
Heslajeko Oblla BHIHA KpalHsAs n30a JepeBHH, pa3BaJIMBIIMICA capail mpu Heil; Ha cTapoM,
MOKOCHBIIEMCS ThIHE BETEp Tperaj KaKylo-TO 3a0bITYIO TPSIIKY.

Jlroneit Tam kak OyATO HE OBLIO.

Pribak Bckope mpomajn M3 ero Mojisi 3peHHsl, HO B JIepeBHE MO-IPeXKHEMY ObLIO THXO U



nycThIHHO. YTOOBI yo0HEe NPUCTPOUTH paHeHYI0 Hory, COTHHKOB yXBaTHJICS 3a IIEPOXOBATYIO, B
JUIIAsAX NaJKy Orpajbl, U Ta, THXO XPYCTHYB, OCTaNach B €ro pyke. Moruia Obliia ctapasi, HaBepHO,
JTaBHO 3a0pOlIeHHAas!, B €e Orpajie U3-Moj CHera Topyaji OJUHOKUN KaMeHb, He OBLIO J1aXe KpecTa.
CrpyxJeBiiasi orpajaka J0KHBajla CBOM BEK — BHJIHO, 3TO ObUIO IMOCJEIHEE, YTO OCTAJIOCh OT
gyenoBeka Ha 3emie. M Bapyr COTHHKOBY CTajlo HECTEPIHMMO TOCKIHMBO HAa ITOM JI€PEBEHCKOM
KJaa0uIie, cCpeaud MOTHIBHBIX OrpaJl M KaMHEW, THUJIBIX, MOKOCHBIIUXCS KPECTOB, IIANsA Ha
KOTOpBIE OH C MeYalbHOM MpoHMEH mogymain: «3adeM? 3ayeM BeCh 3TOT CTapOJaBHHM OObIYal C
aMsTHUKaMU, KOTOPBIH, 110 CYIIECTBY, HEe Oojiee YeM HauWBHas IMOMbITKA YeJIOBEKa MPOJUIUTh CBOE
IIPUCYTCTBHUE Ha 3emJie nociae cmeptu? Ho pa3se 310 Bo3MokHO? 1 3auem 310 Hano?

Her, u3Hb — BOT €IMHCTBEHHAs peajbHasl LIEHHOCTh IS BCEro CYIIETro U JJIsi YeJoBeKa
toxke. Korma-HuOyab B COBEpIIEHHOM YEJIOBEYECKOM OOIIECTBE OHAa CTAaHET KaTeropuei-
abconoToM, Mepoil u 1eHoro Becero. Kaxknas Takas )kKM3Hb, SBJISSCH [VIABHBIM CMBICIIOM KUBYIIETO,
OyZieT He MEHBUICIO LIEHHOCThIO /IS O0IIecTBa B 11E€J0M, CHJIa U TAPMOHHSI KOTOPOTO ONPEAETIATCS
CUaCThEM BCEX €ro WJIEHOB. A CMepTbh, YTO K — CMEpPTH He u30exarb. BakHO TONBKO YCTpaHUTH
HaCWIbCTBEHHBIE, NPEXKIEBPEMEHHBIE CMEPTH, JaTh YEJIOBEKY BO3MOKHOCTb Pa3yMHO U C TOJKOM
UCIOJIb30BaTh U 0€3 TOro He TaK YK MPOJODKUTEIbHBIA CBOM CpOK Ha 3emie. Benp uenoBek mnpu
BCEM €r0 HEBEPOSITHOM MOTYIIECTBE, HaBEPHO, JOJITO €IIe OCTAHETCS BCE TaKUM ke (PU3UYECKU
JIETKO YSI3BUMBIM, KOTJ]Ja CAMOI0 MaJieHBKOTO KycOuka MeTaiia 0ojiee 4eM JOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI
HaBcerja JMIIUTD €ro €IMHCTBEHHOW U TaKOM JOPOroi emMy KHU3HHU.

Ha, ¢usmueckue crnocoOHOCTH YEIOBEKa OrPAaHUYEHbI B CBOUX BO3MOXKHOCTSIX, HO KTO
OIpEEeNIUT BO3MOXHOCTH ero ayxa? Kro u3mepur creneHs oTBaru B 0010, GeccTpaiiue 1 TBEpA0CTh
nepes JUIOM Bpara, Korja 4eloBeK, HayMCTO JIMIICHHBIM BCAKMX BO3MOXKHOCTEH, OKa3bIBACTCS
CIOCOOHBIM Ha COKPYIIAIOIINI B3pBIB OeccTparms?y»

COTHHMKOB Ha BCIO HU3Hb 3allOMHIJI, KaK JIETOM B IOJIEBOM LITajlare HEMI[bl JOMpallIiBaIn
MOKHJIOTO CEI0T0 TMOJIKOBHHMKA, UCKAJIEUEHHOTO B 0010, C NEPEeOUTHIMU KHCTAMH PYK, €/1Ba KUBOTO.
OTOMY MOJIKOBHHKY, Ka3aJ10Ch, IPOCTO HEBEJOMO OBLIO YYBCTBO CTpaxa, U OH HE TOBOPHJI, a MeTajl
B I'€CTaNOBCKOTO o(uiiepa rHeBHbIE ci10Ba NpotuB ['utiepa, gammusma u Beeit ux I'epmanun. Hemen
MOr Obl TPUKOHYUTH €ro KyJakoM, MOT 3acTpelHTh, KaK 3a 4Yac JI0 TOrO 3acTpenui JBYX
MOJIUTPYKOB-IIEXOTHUHIIEB, HO ATOTO YEJIOBEKA OH JIaXKe HE YHM3WII pyraresnbcTBoM. [loxoxke, 4To oH
BIIEPBBIE YCIIBIIIAT Tako€ M IMPOCTO OINEUINJ, OTOM CXBAaTWiCS 3a Tele(OH, YTO-TO JIOJIOKUI
HayaJbCTBY, BUJIHO OKUJasl pELICHUs CBbIIIE. Pa3ymeercs, MOJIKOBHUKA 3aTEM PACCTPEISUIN, HO TE
HECKOJIbKO MUHYT IEpeJl pacCTpesioM ObLIM ero TpUyM(oM, ero MOCIeTHUM MOABUTOM, HAaBEPHO, HE
MEHee TPYIHBIM, YeM Ha moje 00s; Beib He ObUIO Ja)ke HaJeXJIbl, YTO €ro YCIBIIIHUT KTO-TO U3
CBOMX (OHH CIIy4aifHO OKa3aJIMCh PSJIOM, 3a CTEHKOU Oapaka).

MeieHHO U Bce m1yOxe npomep3asi, COTHUKOB TepHeNnBO MOIVISIBIBA HA Kpail kiaa0uina,
rJe cpasy ke, Kak TOJIbKO OH MosABWICS, yBuAen Poibaka. BMecTto TOro 4ytoObl MONTH HaNpsSMUK,
Pr10ak cTapaTrenbHO IpOILEN BAOIb OIpajibl K MO0, HABEPHOE, YTOObI HE OBIJIO BUIAHO U3 ACPEBHH,
Y TOJILKO ITOTOM HOBEPHYN K HeMYy. MUHYTY CITyCTs OH OBLIT YK€ PSIIOM M, 3albIXaBIINCh, YAl O]
COCHOM.

— Kaxwuce, mopsimok. [loHnmmaemb, Tam xarta, KisMka Ha mienodke. [locmyman, Oyaro
HUKOTO. ..

— Hy?

— Tak 310, MOHNMaeIb. .. MoxeT, s TeOs 3aBely, HorpeeMcsl, a IIOTOM. ..

Ppibak yMOJK B HEpEUIMTENBbHOCTH, 03a00YEHHO MO B YTPEHHUH NPOCTOp MO,
KOTOPBIHN yxe OblT BUACH Jasieko. [osoc ero caenancs KakuM-TO HEYBEPEHHBIM, OyATO BUHOBAThIM,
1 COTHHKOB JIOTaJIaJICs.

— Hy uro x! 4 ocranycs.

— Jla, 3Haemp, Tak aydine OyzeT, — 3aMeTHO oOpanoBaiics Pribak. — A MHe Hano... Tonbpko
I7Ie TOT YEPTOB JIeC, He MoiMy. 3a0IIyAUINCh MBI.

— CnopocuTts HaJo.

— CrpocuM... A Tl 3T0, moTepnu Mnoka. I[loroM, MOXeT, mepenpaBUM Kyna-HUOYIb.
ITonanexHee.



— JlagHo, MagHO, — HAPOUYUTO OOAPHIM TOHOM OTBETHII Ha 3T0 COTHUKOB.

— U 181 HE Oecniokolics, s TOTOBOPIOCh. Hakaxy, 4T00 cMOTpenu, 1 Bce Tpodee.

CotHukOB Mon4al. B o0miem, Bce ObLIIO TOTUYHO U, MTOKATYi, TPaBHIBLHO, TEM HE MEHEE YTO-
TO OOWMIHOE IIEBENIbHYJIOCH B ero aymie. [IpaBaa, oH TyT e MOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO 3TO OT CIA0OCTH U
KaK CIIe/ICTBHE MPOKIIATON HOur. Ha uto 6110 00mkaThes? OTHOIICHHS UX BIIOTHE paBHOIPABHEIE,
HUKTO HUKOMY He 00si3aH. U Tak, crnaBa Oory, Peibak /it Hero caenan Bce, 94TO ObUIO BOZMOXKHO.
MOXHO CcKa3aTh, CIac MPH CaMblX OE3HANEKHBIX OOCTOATENHCTBAX, U TEMEpPh MPUILIO BPEMS
pa3BsA3aTh EMY PYKH.

— Yro %k, Torna nouuiy. [Ioka HUKOTO HET.

COTHUKOB TIEPBBIM MOMBITAICS MOAHITHCS, HO TOJIBKO UyTh ABUHYJ PAaHEHOW HOTOM, KaK €ro
MIPOH3UJIA TaKas JI0Tast O0JIb, YTO OH BBITSHYJCS Ha CHETY. BBDKIaB MHHYTY, KOe-KaK COBJIaJeN C
co00¥ U, KPETKO CXKaB 3yObl, TTOTHSJICS.

[To xparo mpUropka Mexay MOJOJBIX COCCHOK OHU COILIH C Kianduia. Hepnaneke nmonanack
XOpOUIIO YTONTAHHAs CTEXKKa, KOTOpas MpHUBEJIa WX HA TOJIbIA, HUYEM HE OTOPOKECHHBIM IBOP.
Heckonpko Ha oTmmbe OT cena cTosyia JOBOJIBHO OOINbIIas, HO YK€ crapas, 3amylleHHas u30a c
3aMa3aHHbBIMU IVIMHOW YyIVIaMH, BBIOMTBIM M 3aTKHYTBIM KakoH-TO TpsSOKOW OKomkoM. B
MOYEPHEBIIIEM MMPO0Oe Ha JBEPH JACUCTBUTENHHO TOpYAsia HACIEX BOTKHYTas IENKa — HaBEPHO,
KTO-TO HEJAJICKO BBIMIEN, U JIOMa HUKOTO HE OCTanoch. COTHHUKOB MOIyMal, YTO TaK, MOXET, U
Jy4Iie: Mo KpaifHel Mepe Ha MEepBBIX Mopax o0oiayTcs 6e3 oObsSCHEHUH, He OYeHb MPUSTHHIX B
MOTIOOHBIX CITyJasiX.

Pr16ak BBIHYM WIETIKY, MPOMYCTWI B CCHH HAllApHUKA, TBEPHh THUXO MPHUKPHUT U3HYTPH. B ceHsix
ObL10 TeMHOBaTO. [lo7] cTeHaMK TPOMO3IMIINCH KaKUe-TO KaJKH, pa3Hasi XO35HUCKasi PYXJIsib, CTOSIT
IpOMaJHbIA, OKOBAHHBIN P>KABBIM KEJIE30M CYHJIYK; YIroJI 3aHUMAJH kepHOBa. COTHUKOB YK€ BUIEI
OJTHAXBI ATO HEXUTPOE JEPEBEHCKOE MPHUCTIOCOOICHHE VISl pa3MoJia 3epHa: JIBa KPYTIIbIX KaMHS B
HENTyOOKOM SIIIMKE M YKPEIUICHHAas TNe-TO BBEpPXy IMajKa-BepTylika. MaleHbKoe, 3aTSHYTOe
MAayTHHOMN OKOIITKO B CTEHE MO3BOJIMIIO UM OTHICKATh JBEPH B U30Y.

Omnupasick o cteny, COTHUKOB KOe-Kak A00pacs 0 3Toi 1BepH, ¢ moMoIIbio Pribaka mepenes
BBICOKHU TIOpOT. M30a BCTpeTmiia uX 3aTXJI0K0 CMEChIO 3amaxoB U TerioM. OH MPOTSHYN PYKY K
000paHHOMY OOKY IMeun — Ta ObLTa CBEKEHATOIICHA, M B €r0 TEeJO XJIBIHYJIO Takoe OIaKeHCTBO,
YTO OH HE CJepKaj CTOHA, HABEPHO, BIEPBBIC MPOPBABIIETOCA 3a BCIO 3Ty YKacHyk Ho4Yb. OH
OOECCUJICHHO OITyCTHUJICS Ha KOPOTCHBKYIO CKaMEWKy BO3JE ME4H, €Ba HE OMPOKUHYB KaKHe-TO
ropmku Ha mony. [loka ycrpauBan Hory, PeiOak 3armisiHys 3a MOJ0CaTrylo POTOXKKY, KOTOpPOW OBLIT
3aHaBeIlIeH MPOXOJ B JPYTYIO MOJOBUHY M30bI, — TaM pasa J[Ba TUXOHBKO MPOCKPHUIIENIa KPOBATh.
COTHUKOB HaMpST CIyX — Celvac JODKHO OBLJIO PEITUTHCS CaMOoe ISl HUX TJIaBHOE.

— Bo1 oYU TyT? — TBEpABIM roaocoM cripocui Peibak, cTos B mpoxoe.

— Hy.

— A oren rae?

— Tak Hery.

— A Mmarp?

— Mawmxka y aaapku EMenbsana monotut. Ha x71e6 3apabareiBaet. Bens Hac yeTBepo €10KOB, a
OHa OJIHA.

— Oro, kak ThI pa3oupaenibcs! A TaM 9T0 — e70Ku crsAT? JlaaHo, MyCTh CIIAT,

— THIIe cka3as Peibak. — Thbl yeM MOKOPMUTH HAC HaACHIh?

— A Oynp00YKy MaMKa yTpOM BapHiia, — OTO3BAJICS CJIOBOOXOTIUBBIN TE€TCKUN TOJIOC.

Tortyac Ha moxy Tam 3aTomaiu OOChIe MATKH, U W3-32 3aHABECKH BBIMVISTHYJIA JIEBOYKA JIET
JIECSATH CO BCKIIOKOYCHHBIMM BOJOCAMHM Ha TOJIOBE, B JUIMHHOBATOM W 3aHOIIEHHOM CHUTIIEBOM
miarbe. YepHbIMU [NIa3eHKaMU OHAa KOPOTKO B3MIsiHyna Ha COTHUKOBA, HO HE HUCIyrajach, a ¢
XO3SIMCKOW YBEPEHHOCTBIO MOJIONUIA K MEYM U Ha LBIIIOYKAX MOTSAHYJIACh K BHICOKOBATOM [IJIsi HEE
3arHeTke. UToObI He Memarh eif, COTHUKOB OCTOPOXKHO MOJIBUHYI B CTOPOHY CBOIO Oe1oNary HoOry.

[Tom OKHOM CTOSIT HEMTOKPBITHIN CTOJI, BO3JIE HETO ObLJIa CKaMbsl ¢ TNIMHSHOW MHUCKOM; JeBOYKa
NepecTaBuiia MUCKY Ha KOHEIl CTOJIa U BBITPSAXHYJAa B HEE W3 TOpIIKa KapTouiKy. JIBuxkeHus ee
MaJIeHBKHX PyK ObUIM YTJIOBATHl U HE OYEHB JIOBKH, HO JICBOYKA C OYEBUIHBIM YCEPIUEM CTapajach



YTOUTh TOCTSM — BbIHYJIA U3 TIOCYIHHKA HOX, MOBO3UBIIKNCH B TEMHOM YIJTy, TOCTAaBUJIA Ha CTOJ
TapeiaKy ¢ OoNbIIMMH CMOpPIICHHBIMH orypriamu. [loTOM oTonuia K TeYd W C MOJTYaTUBBIM
TOOOMBITCTBOM CTajla paccMaTpPHBATh 3TUX BOOPYKEHHBIX, 3apoclImx OopomaMu, HaBepHO,
CTpPAIIIHOBATHIX, HO, O€3yCIIOBHO, MHTEPECHBIX ISl HEE JIFOCH.

— Hy, naBait nonpybaem, — nozgancs k croiy Pribak.

COTHHKOB ellle HE OTOrpeJICs, HaMEP3LIeecs ero TeI0 COAPOrajoch B 03HOOE, HO OT KapTOIIKU
Ha CTOJIE CTPYWJICS JETKUH, yAMBUTEIBHO apoMaTHbIM mapok, 1 COTHUKOB BCTaJl CO CKaMEHKH.
Pribak momor emy mepeOpaThCsi K CTONY, YCTPOWII Ha CKaMbe paHeHyIo Hory. Tak Obutio ynoOHee.
COTHHKOB B3sUI TEIUTYIO, CJIETKA MOATOPEBIIYI0 KapTO(heTMHY U MPUBAIUIICS CIIMHON K TTOOENEeHHOM
OpeBeHUaToi cTeHe. /[eBouka ¢ MPEeXKHEW yBaKHUTEIBHOCTHIO CTOSUIA B MIPOXOJE M, KOIymas Kpai
3aHaBECKH, Opocalia Ha HUX OBICTphIC B3MVISIIBI CBOUX TEMHBIX TJ1a3.

— A xyeb6a 4urto, HeT? — crpocun Pribak.

— Tak Buepa Jlennk Bce chen. Kak MaMKy xaanu.

Pr16ak, momennuB, 1oCTal U3-3a Ma3yXy MPUXBAUYCHHYIO Y CTAPOCTHI TOPOYIIIKY ¥ OTIIOMUJ OT
Hee KyCOK. 3aTeM OTIIOMHJI APYTON U MOJTYa IpOTSHYI AeBouke. Ta B3siia xjied, HO eCTh He cTaina —
OTHECJIA 32 IIEPETOPOJIKY U CHOBA BEPHYJACh K IIE€YH.

— W naBHO MaTh MONOTUT? — cripocui Pridak.

— Ot nozaBuepa. OHa erie HeeIr0 MOJIOTUTH OyIeT.

— IlonsTHO. ThI cTapmasn?

— Ara, s 6onbias. Kars ¢ Jlenukom maiibie, a MHE YK€ JEBSTh.

— MHoro. A HEMIIEB Yy Bac HETY?

— Opnaxnapl npuesxanud. Kak Mbpl ¢ MaMkoi K TeTke [eneHe xomunu. Y HAc MOACBHUHKA
psiboro 3abpanu. Ha MammmHe yBesmu.

COTHUKOB KO€-KaK TPOIJIOTUI Tapy KapTodeauH U OIATh 3aIlesicS B CBOEM HEOTBS3HOM
Karie. MUHYT TISITh TOT OMJT €T0 TakK, YTO Ka3aJloCh — BOT-BOT YTO-TO 000pBeTcs B Tpynu. [lotom
HEMHOTO OTJIEIJIO, HO CTajio He 0 KapTodesi, OH TOIHKO BBITHJI MOJKPYKKHA BOJBI M 3aKPBLT TJ1a3a.
B omrymeHusx ero uTo-To IUIBLIO, Kayaloch, OOJE3HEHHO-CIAaJ0CTHAs MCTOMa yOaloKuBasa, OH
3achinaj. B 3aMyTHEHHOM CO3HAaHWM OBICTPO OTHAISIIUCH CMEIIMBAIOIIHMEcs rojoca Pribaka u
JIEBOYKH.

— A MaTb TBOIO KaK 3BaTh? — XpycCTs OTypLOM, cripamuBai Peioak.

— Jlemuuxa.

— Ara. 3nauuT, Bam nanka J{embsa?

— Hy. A eme ABruHbs MaMKy 30BYT.

beimo cmpimHO, kKak  Peibak  3ackpumen ckambed, HABEPHO TIOTSHYJCA 3a HOBOWM
KapToeIMHOH, O] CTOJIOM 3arpeMeH ero camord. Pa3roBop Ha Kakoe-TO BpeMs YMOJK, HO 3aTEM
MPO3BYyYasl BKPATIUBBIM, C TyKAaBBIM JIFOOOMBITCTBOM TOJIOC JCBOYKH:

— Jlsins1, a BBl mapTU3aHbI?

— A Tebe 3auem 3Hath? [lananka ere.

— A BOT U4 3HaI0, 4TO NapTU3aHBI.

— 3Haenb, TaK ITOMOJTYH.

— A TOTO A5/110, HABEPHO, PAHUIIH, Ja?

— Panwnm wnm Het, o ToM Hu ryTy. [loHsna?

JeBouka npomoinyana. Pa3roBop Ha MUHYTY 3aTHX.

— $1 3a mamKo# cOeraro, Xopomio?

— Cuau u He phInaicsa. A To elle HaKJIMYellb KaKylo XOJepy.

— Xonepa Ha HuX! JIronu Mbl Wi CKOTUHA?

— bbutu mrogu. ..

Ho sT0 ye He HacTosmee — 370 rosnoca u3 nponuioro. CosHanue COTHHKOBA €IE YCIIEBAET
OTMETHUTH 3TOT MOYTH HEYIOBUMBIN Mepexo]] B 3a0bIThe, U JANbIIE YXKE BHAUTCSA TOT, pAHEHHBIN B
HOTY JICTEHAHT, KOTOPBHIA €1Ba KOBBUISET B KOJIOHHE, OMHPAasCh Ha Iuiedo 0oyiee KPETKOro
ToBapuIa. Y JeilTeHaHTa 3a0MHTOBAaHA €Ille W TOJIOBa. BUHT cTaphlid, TpsI3HBINA, C 3amekieics
KOPKOHM KpoBU Ha JIOY; UCCOXINHME TYOBl U HEXOPOIIHMH JIMXOPAAOUHBIA OJECK TOKPACHEBIITNX TJIa3



INPUJAIOT €r0 HCXYAABIIEMY JIMIy KakKoOH-TO mnosycymacmeqmuuid Buj. OT €ro paHeHOW HOTH
pacmpocTpasseTcs Takoil cmpas, yto COTHHKOBA CIErKa MyTHUT: CJIAJIKOBAaThIM 3amax THUJIM Ha ISTh
I1aroB OTPaBIISIET BO3AyX. VX TOHAT KOJIOHHOW B JieC — PENEHBKUN COCHAYOK Ipu gopore. Ilox
HOTaMU TepechlnaeTcs Oemblid, ¢ XBOWHBIMH MTOJIKaMU MECOK, HEIIAHO KET MOIyICHHOE COJHIIE.
KoHHbIE U nenvie HeMIbl COIPOBOXKAAOT KOJIOHHY.

I'oBOpAT, TOHAT paccTpennBaTh.

3TO MOX0XKe Ha MPaBAy — TYT T€, KOT0 0TOOpai U3 BCeil MHOTOTHICSYHOM MAaccChl B IIITajNare:
MOJUTPAOOTHUKHU, KOMMYHHCTBI, €BpEeH U MPOYUE, YeM-JINOO BHI3BABIIWE MOAO3PEHUE Y HEMIIEB.
CoTHUKOBa IOCTABWIIM CIO/Ia 3a HEylauHbli moder. HaBepHo, TaMm, Ha MECYaHBIX XOJIMax B COCHSIKE,
ux paccrpersator. OHM yK€ YyBCTBYIOT 3TO IIO TOMY, KakK, CBEpPHYB C JIOPOTHM, HAaCTOPOKEHHO
NoA00paNInCh, CTaJIM TPOMUE MPUKPUKUBATh UX KOHBOUPHI — HayaJld TeCHee COMBATH B OAMH T'ypT
KoJoHHY. Ha mpuropke, BUIHO ObUIO, CTOSUIM M €MI€ COJJaThl, HAaBEPHO, JKJAJIHU, YTOOBI
OpPraHM30BaHHO cAenarb cBoe zAeno. Ho, cyas mo BceMy, cilydaroTcs HakIaJKHM My HEMIEB.
KonoHHa emie He TOCTHINIa NPUTOpKa, KaK KOHBOMUPBI YTO-TO 3arepreTaiu ¢ TeMH, 4TO ObLIHM Ha
Kparo COCHsYKa, 3aTeM IpO3Bydaja KOMaH/a BCEM CECTh — Kak OOBIYHO JEeIalioch, KOTAa Halo
ObUIO OCTAHOBUTH JBHKEHHE. [IIeHHBIE OIyCTUIIUCH Ha COJHIIETIEKE M O] CTBOJIAMU aBTOMATOB
CTaJIA YETO-TO XK IATh.

Bce nocnennue nun COTHUKOB ObLT CIOBHO B MpocTpauuu. YyBCcTBOBaJl OH ce0si CKBEpHO —
obeccusien 6e3 Bozbl M UK. M 0OH Moiua, B 1oy3a0bIThH CUAET CPEIH TECHOM TOMIIBI JII0AeH Ha
KOJIIouel Cyxol TpaBe 0e3 0COOBIX MBICIEH B rojoBE W, HABEPHO, TOTOMY HE Cpa3y MOHSJ CMBICIT
JUXOPaJ0YHOIO IIENOTa psAAoM: «XOTh OJHOrO, a NpukoH4y. Bce paBHO...» — «llorogm TbI
[TocMoTpum, uto nanbumie». — «Pa3Be HesicHO 4TO». COTHHUKOB OCTOPOKHO IIOBEJI B CTOPOHY
B3IJIIIOM — TOT CaMblil €r0 COCEA-JIEUTEHAHT HE3aMETHO AJIs APYTUX A0CTaBajl M3-MOJ IPSA3HBIX
OMHTOB Ha HOTe€ OOBIKHOBEHHBIN MEPOUYMHHBIM HOXKHUK, U B IVIa3aX €ro Taujiach Takas PEelIUMOCTb,
4y10 COTHHMKOB MOAYMaJl: TAKOTO HE YIEPKHUIIb. A TOT, K KOMY OH 0Opariancs, — MOKUIOHN YeIoBeK
B KOMCOCTaBCKOM, 0e3 MemInll TMMHAacTepKe — OMAcIMBO IMOIVISIbIBAJ HA KOHBOMPOB. /[Boe mux,
COMIsSICH BMECTE, MPUKYPUBAIH OT 3a)KUTAJIKH, OMH Ha KOHE UyTh IM0OAab OAUTEIBHO OCMaTpUBall
KOJIOHHY.

OHu ellle NOCHIENH HA COJHIIE, MOXKET, MUHYT IISITHA/ILIATh, I0KA C XOJIMa HE MOCIbIIIAIACh
Kakas-TO KOMaHJa, ¥ HEMIIbl Ha4aJll NOJHUMATh KOJIOHHY. COTHHKOB y’K€ 3HaJ, Ha YTO PELINICS
cocell, KOTOpBIN cpa3y ke Hayalsl 3a0upaTh U3 KOJIOHHBI B CTOPOHY, MOOIMKe K KoHBoMpY. KoHBOMp
ATOT OBLI CWJIbHBIN, NPU3EMHCTBII HeMmel, Kak M BCe, C aBTOMAaTOM Ha TpyId, B TECHOM,
MIPOTOTEBILEM O] MBILIIKAMH KUTEJIE; U3-TI01 MOKPOBATOI ¢ KpaeB CYKOHHOM MHUJIOTKU BBIOMBAJICS
COBCEM HE€ apHMCKUIl — uepHbIN, MOYTH CMOJsIHOM uy0. Hemer TOporuiMBO AOKYypHJI CHUTapeTy,
CIUTIOHYJ CKBO3b 3YyObl U, TIO-BUJIMMOMY HaMepeBasCh IOJOTHATh KAaKOro-TO IUICHHOTO,
HETEpNENMBO CTYNWI JBa IIara K KOJOHHE. B TO K€ MrHOBEHHWE JIEUTEHAHT, CIOBHO KOPIIYH,
OpocuICcs Ha HETO C33/1M U 110 CaMblif Y4epeHOK BOH3MJI HOXK B €T0 3aropeiyo HIek0.

KopoTko KpsikHYB, HEMEIL OCel Ha3eMb, KTO-TO ITooAanb KpukHy: «llomynapal!»

— U HECKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK, OyATO MX MpPYKUHOH METHYJO M3 KOJOHHBI, OPOCHINMCH B MOJeE.
COTHHKOB TOXKE pBaHyJICs MTPpoub. JIeWTeHaHT, KOTOPbIN CHavyasia 6ekai, HO BAPYT CIIOTKHYJICS, yHal
Ha 00k moj camble HOTM COTHUKOBY M TYT K€ HOXKOM IITHMPOKO MOJOCHYN ce0e MOomepeKk >KUBOTA.
COTHHKOB NEPECKOYMII Yepe3 €ro Tejo, €/1Ba He HACTYIHB Ha CYJOPOXKHO CKPIOUEHHYIO PYKY, U3
KOTOpOM, KOPOTKO CBEPKHYB MOKPBIM JIE3BHEM, BBINIAJ B [IECOK MAJIEHBKHM, C yKa3aTeJIbHBIN Majell,
HOXHUK.

3aMenaTeNbCTBO HEMIIEB JUTMIIOCH CEKYH/I ISITh, HE OOJIbIIE, TOTYAC e B HECKOIBKHX MECTax
yIApWIA Ouepear — TIepBBIC Myau MPONUTH Haxa ero ronoBoid. Ho on Oexan. Kaxkercsi, Hukorma B
JKU3HU OH HE MYAJICSl C TaKOM OEIIeHOM MpPBIThIO, U B HECKOJIBKO HIMPOKHMX MPBDKKOB B30€Xaa Ha
oyrop c¢ cocenkamu. Ilynu yxxe rycto um OecrnopsgoyHO MPOHU3BIBAIM COCHOBYIO Yallly, CO BCEX
CTOPOH €r0 OCHINAJ0 XBOEH, a OH Bce Myall, He pa30upas MyTH, Kak MOXKHO JaJbllle, TO U JeJI0 C
PaZloCTHBIM U3yMIIEHHEM NOBTOPsAs Mpo cedst: «Kus! Kus!»

K coxaneHuto, COCHIYOK OKa3aJiCs COBCEM Y3E€HBKOW HEIUIMHHOM IOJOCKOHM, KOTOpas 4epes
COTHIO IIaroB HEOKUJAHHO OKOHYMWJIACh, BIEPENH PA3JIEINIOCh YCTaBICHHOE psAJaMU KPECTLOB



ckaroe moje. OnHAKo J1eBaTbCsi eMy ObUIO HEKyda, M OH PBaHYNCS Jajibllie — IO CTEpHE uepes
noJje, TyJa, TAe Kyp4YaBIINCh 3€JICHbIC KyCThI OJIBIIIAHUKA.

TyT ero ckopo 3aMeTHII, C3a]11 pa3Aalcs KPUK, TPECHYN HealeKHid BEICTpe

— TyJIsl, CJIOBHO KHYTOM, XJIECTKO CTETaHyla ero 1mo OprokaM, pa3pyOuB MmycToil mopTcurap B
kapMaHe. COTHUKOB SIBCTBEHHO MOYYBCTBOBAJI 3TOT yJap M OIVISHYJCS: HU3KO MPUTHYBIIUCH HAJ
IPUBOW JIOIIAIX M BCKHHYB IIPaBYy0, C MHCTOJIETOM PYKY, 332 HAM CKakal BcaaHMK. OT Jjomanau,
MIOHATHO, He yizenb, 1 COTHUKOB MOBEPHYJICS JIUIIOM K npeciienoBarento. Konb enpa He cmb ero
C HOT, B MOCJIEIHUII MOMEHT OH KaK-TO YBEpPHYJICSl OT €r0 KOIBIT, METHYBIINCH 3a Onukaiimuii B
psany kpecren. Hemel, pe3ko OTKMHYBIIHMCH B CeJyle, BBIOPOCHI PYKY — TPOXHYBIIHMH BBICTpEl
nepeOMJI Ha BEPXHEM CHOIE TEPeIsicio — COJIOMa, TYro HBIPCHYB B CTOPOHBI, OCHINAnach Ha
crepHio. Ho CoTHUKOB Bce ke yIenel M B OTYassHHOM IOPBIBE CXBATHJI M3-T0JI HOI' KaMEHb —
OOBIUHBIM, pa3MepoM B KyJak, MoieBoi OynbDKHUK. ONATh KaK-TO YKJIOHUBIIMCH OT JIOUIA/H, OH C
CHJION OpOCHIT KaMEeHb MPSIMO B JIMIIO BCAJHUKY, TOT MPEXKIECBPEMEHHO I'POXHYJI BBICTPEIIOM, HO U B
9TOT pa3 MHUMO. HO'-IYBCTBOBaB CITAaCUTCIIbHYIO CUJIY B OTUX KaMHAX, CoOTHHKOB Hadajl XBaTaTh UX
U3-TIOI HOT' M MIBBIPATH B HEMIIAa, KOTOPBIA BepTEJICS Ha PasTOpPslUEHHOM KOHE BOKPYI, HOPOBS
BBICTPENINTHh HaBepHsAKa. Eme JBa BBICTpena mporpeMeny B IOJIe, HO W OHHM He 3ajaenu Oerrerna,
KOTOPBIH, 00paIoBaBIIMCH CBOCH yaaue, C KAMHEM B pyke Opocuiics 3a APYroi psia KPeCcTIOB.

IToka HEMCEI YIIPaBIIAJICA CO B3HBI6I/IBIHI/IMC$[ KOHEM, COTHHUKOB Hp06e>1<aﬂ JCCATOK IIaroB K
CII/IyIOIIEMY Ay s CHOBa KPyTO 0OepHYyJICs, 4TOOBI yAapuTh HaBcTpedy. Ha 3ToT pa3 oH noman B
TOJIOBY JIOIIAH, U HEMEIl CHOBa mpomaszan. COTHHKOB IIBBIPHYJI B HETO €IIe TPH KaMHS OIS,
YBEpPTHIBASICh OT JIOLIAJMHBIX KONBIT W Bce Janblie mepederas oT KpecTma K kpectiy. Ho BOT
KpeCTbl KOHYMIINCH, B pAAYy OCTAJICA HOCJIC)IHI/Iﬁ. COTHHMKOB B H3HEMOXXEHHU ynaia 3a HUM Ha
KOJICHH, C)KaB B pyKe KaMeHb. B 3TOT pa3 HeMell pelMTeIbHO HalpaBui KOHA Ha KpecTell, BUAUMO
HaMEpPEBasiICh CIIHOUTE 661".]'[6[13 KombpITaMi. KOHB BBICOKO B3BHJICS Ha 3aIHHUX HOrax ", CKHYB
CeJIe3eHKOM, TSKEJIO IPBITHYI, 0OpyIIMBas KpecTell U 3aBayinBas cHoramu CotHukoBa. Ilanas, ToT,
OJTHaKO, PaJJOCTHO BCKPUKHYJ — MPOMEJIbKHYBILINI Mepes HUM napaleiiyM B pyKe HeMIa KpyTo
BBITHYJICSL BBEpX 3aTBOPOM: BbIIIIa 00oiiMa. [IOHSB CBOIO OIJIONIHOCTH, HEMEIl Cropsiya pe3Ko
ocaaui KoHs, ¥ Torna COTHUKOB, BCKOYHB, CO BCEX HOT OpOCHIICS, K HEAJIEKOMY YK€ KyCTapHUKY.

Ero mnpecnenoBarenb MOTEpsT HECKOJIBKO OUYEHb BAKHBIX CEKyHH, IOKa Iepe3apsikal
NUCTOJET — AJId 3TOr0 Haao OBLI0 NpuacCpKarb KOHA, — H COTHHKOB ycnen )IO6€)KaTI) 0
onblanuka. TyT yxe KoHb eMy Obul He cTpamieH. He oOpaijast BHUMaHHs Ha ONSTH pa3/iaBLIMECcs
BBICTpEJIbI, a TAKXKE BETKH, Pa3lHpaBIIMe €ro JHUIO, OH J0Jro Oexall, moka He 3a0paiics B 060JI0TO.
JleBaTbcsi ObUIO HEKyZa; U OH BJIe3 B KOUKOBATyI0, C OKHAMH CTOSYEH BOJIBI TPSICHHY, U3 KOTOPOM
YK€ HUKyda HEC MOT BI)I6paTI)C$I. Tam oH IMMOHAJI, YTO €CJIM HC€ YTOHCT, TO MOXCET CUHUTATh ceost
ciaceHHbIM. W OH 3arawmiics, 10 Mog00OpoKa MOrPy3UBIIMCH B BOIY M JIE€P)Kach 32 TOHEHBKYIO, C
MU3HHEIL, JIO30BYIO BETKY, BCE BpPeMs HANPsDKEHHO cooOpakas: BBIICPKUT OHA Wi HEeT. Ecim Obl
BETKa CIIOMaJlach, OH ObI YK€ HE YJepraJicsi, CUJIbl y HEro He ocTasoch. Ho BeTka He MO3BOJIMIIA
€My CKPBITHCSI C TOJIOBOW B MPOpPBE, MajO-TIOMay OH OTIBIIIAJICS W, KaK TOJBKO BIAJH 3aTHXJIa
cTpenbba, ¢ TPYIOM BBIOpAJICS Ha CyXoe.

beuta y)xe HOUb, OH OThICKaN B HeOe [lomspHyIO 1, IOYTH HE BEpsl B CBOE CIacEeHUE, oOpe
Ha BOCTOK.
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COTHUKOB HETOABMKHO JI&KaJ HAa CKaMbe 3a CTOJIOM, HaBEpHO yCHYN, a Pwibak mepecen
noONMmke K OKHY M M3-32 KOCsIKa cTaj HaOmopaTh 3a TponmuHKOW. OH HEMHOTO mepeOHiI ToJof
KapTOIIKOM, Ie7IaTh TYT €My OBLJIO HEYETO, HO U YHTH OBLJIO HEJIb3s1 — MPUXOIUIIOCH KAaTh. A KOMY
HE U3BECTHO, YTO JKJATh U IOTOHSATH XYK€ BCETO.

HaBepHo, 1o 3TOM wium emnie mo Kakou-Iu00 MpHYMHE B HEM HaJala pacTh J10Caja, Jaxe
37I0CTh, XOTS 3JUTHCS Bpone M He Obuto Ha Koro. PazBe Ha COTHHMKOBA, KOTOPOTO OH HE MOT
OCTaBUTh Ha 3TUX JeTel. X03s1iKa HEe BO3Bpallaiach, Mocjaarh 3a HEM OH HE pelancs: Kak B TAKOM
Jielie ToJiarathesi Ha pedsTeHKa?



U1 oH cuzaen y OKHa, HEU3BECTHO YETO OXMJas, IPUCIYIINBASICH K CIydyallHbIM 3ByKaM H3BHE.
[To Ty cTOpOHY NEperopoAKy MOBCTaBAJIN JETH, CIbIIIATACH UX MPUIITYIIEHHAs BO3HSI B KPOBATH —
MHOT/Ia Ha MPOXO0JIe OTOABHUIaNIach JCPIOKKA, U B IIEJIHU MOSBISIIOCH Myp3aToe, JII0OOIBITCTBYIOLIEE
anarko. Ho oHO TyT e ucuesaino. JleBouka TaM KpUKIMBO KOMaHA0Baja, HUKOTO HE BBITyCKas U3-
3a IEPETOPOIKH.

Ppibak 10 menpualimnx moApoOHOCTEM H3ydMsl CTEXKY 32 OKHOM, OCTaTKU pa3jiOMaHHOM
M3rOpOIM M Kpall HEOrOPOXKEHHOTO KJIaJ0MIa C KOJIOUYMM KYCTapHUKOM TO Mexe. Tpsrka,
3aThIKaBIlasg pa30UTOE CTEKJIO, HEIUIOXO CKpbiBajla €ro B OKHe. Ha celpoM TrHuiI0BaTOM
MOJIOKOHHHUKE CTOSI0O HECKOJBKO TI'PSA3HBIX Iy3BIPHKOB OT JIEKAPCTB, BASUTUCH KIYOOK JBHSHBIX
HUTOK M TpANUYHAs KyKjia, Ivla3a U POT KOTOpPOM OBbUIM HCKYCHO HApHCOBaHbl YEpHUIIAMHU.
HanpotuB 3a crtomom OecnokoifHo aplman Bo cHe COTHHMKOB, KOTOPOTO HaJl0 OBIJIO yCTPOUTH
HaJIe)KHEee, HO U1 TOrO Hy»KHa Obula xo3siika. ToMsch M HEpBHHYAs B HEONPEAEIECHHOM CBOEM
OXHMJaHUM, PpIOaK MOYTH C HEMPHUSA3HBIO CIyIIAJN HE3I0pOBOE JbIXaHHE TOBApHILA, Bce OOJbIIe
COKpYIIAsiCh OTTOTO, YTO UM TakK He moBe3io cerofaus. M Bce u3-3a CotHukoBa. Peibak ObuT HE3MOM
YeJIOBEK, HO, caM o00najas HeMJIOXUM 3710pPOBbEM, OTHOCHJICS K OOJBbHBIM 0€3 H3IHUIIHEro
COYYBCTBHUS, HE IMOHMMAas MHOT/AA, KaK ATO BO3MOXKHO MPOCTYIUTHCS, 3aHEMOYb, PACXBOPATHCS.
«/leiicTBUTENBHO, — JOyMall OH, — 3a00JeTh Ha BOWHE — caMoO€ Helleloe, YTO MOXKHO H
MIPUTyMATh.

3a BpeMs NpPOJODKUTENBHOH CioyxkObl B apMUM B HEM HOSBUIOCH HECKOJIBKO
MIPEeHEeOPEKUTENBHOE YYBCTBO K ClIa0bIM, OOJIE3HEHHBIM, Pa3HOT0O pojia HEyJJauHUKaM, KOTOpbIE IO
TEM WIH JPyT'MM INPUYMHAM 4ero-To He MoIu, He ymenu. OH-TO cTapajics yMeTb U MOYb BCE.
[IpaBna, 10 BOMHBI KO€ B 4eM ObUIO TPYIHOBATO, 0COOEHHO KOT/Ja JIeJ0 KacajaoCh I'PaMOTHOCTH,
o0pa3oBaHMs — OH HE JIOOWJI KHIDKHOW HAayKH, JUIsI KOTOPOM HYXXHBI OBLIM TepIeHHE U
YCUIYUBOCTh. PpiOaKky Oounbliie 1o ayiie ObLIO JKHBOE, PEaIbHOE JENI0 CO BCEMU €r0 XJIONOTaMH,
TPYIHOCTSIMM M HEyBsi3kamMu. HaBepHO, MO3TOMYy OH TpH roja MPOCIYKWJ CTApUIMHOM POTBHI —
XapaKTepoM ero O60r He 00/eIm1, SHeprun Takxke xBatano. Ha BoiiHe Pribaky B HEKOTOPOM CMBICTIE
0Ka3aJIoCh JIaXKe JIETKO, MO KpaifHel mMepe, MpocTo: 11edb 00pbObl OblIa OUEBUAHOM, a HaJl MPOYNMHU
00cTOATENLCTBAMHM OH HE OYEHb pa3AyMbIBall. B uX mapTu3aHCKOM KM3HU MPUXOIUIOCH OUYEHb HE
CIIQJIKO, HO BCE-TaKM Jierdye, YeM MPOILUIbIM JIETOM Ha (poHTe, U Pribak Obu1 oBONEeH. B 0bmem
eMy IOKa YTO Be3Ji0, HauOomplre Oeabl ero 00XOIWIIN, OH TMOHSJI, YTO INIABHOE B UX TaKTHUKE — HE
pacTepsThCs, HE MPO3eBaTh, BOBpEeMs NMPHUHATH perieHue. HaBepHoe, cMbICT mapTH3aHCKOH O0pbOBI
3aKJo4yalcs B TOM, YTOOBI, OTCTamBasi COOCTBEHHYIO »HW3Hb, YHHUTH BpEI Bpary, U TYyT OH
qyBCTBOBAJ €05l MOTHOLCHHBIM NMAapPTU3aHCKUM OOMIIOM.

— Mamxka, MaMKa uaeT! — BAPYT paJlOCTHO BCKpUYaja JETBOPA 3a MEPErOPOIKOI.

Ppi0ak METHYJ B3IVISIIOM B OKHO U YBHJIEJN HA CTEXKKE JKCHILUHY, KOTOpas MEJIKUMU IIaXKKaMH
TOPOIUIMBO ceMeHusa K u30e. /nmMHHOBaras TeMHas r00Ka, 3aMbI3TaHHBIN MONYHIYOOK U IUIATOK,
TOJICTO HAKPYYEHHBII Ha TOJIOBY, CBU/IETEILCTBOBAIN HE O MEPBOM MOJIOJOCTH XO3AWKH, XOTS, I0-
BHJIUMOMY, OHa ele He Obuta u ctapoi. Cremys 3a Hell B3MIAI0M, PhiOaKk 0OCTOPOKHO MOABUHYJICS
3a okHOM. OT JeTckoro Kpuka BcTpemneHyicst 3a croioM COTHHKOB, HO, yBHUIeB PriOaka
10OIM30CTH, OTATH BBITSHYJICSA HA CKaMbe.

Korga B ceHsX CTykHyjda ImieKosija, PpiOak OTOABMHYJICS Ha KOHEIl CKaMbH M IOCTapajcs
MPUHATH CHOKONHBINA, BHOJHE M00pomopsaouHblii BuJ. Hamo ObUIO Kak MOMKHO TPHUBETIUBEE
BCTPETHUTDH XO35HKY, HE HAIyTraTh U HE OOUETh €€: ¢ HEell MPEeACTOsI0 JOrOBOPUThCs 0 COTHUKOBE.

Omna eme He OTKpbLIa JBEPU, KaK M3-3a MEPErOpoOJKU BBICHINANIa JIETBOpAa — JBE JIEBOUKH,
MIPUTIOJHSB 3aHABECKY, OCTAIUCh HA BBIXOJIE, A JIET MATH MaJBYMK, OOCO, B pBaHBIX, Ha IUIEHKaX
HITAaHUILIKAX, OPOCUIICS K TIOPOTY HAaBCTPEUy:

— Mawmka, MaMKa, a y Hac MaJTU3aHbl!

Boiias, oHa cpa3sy monamach BIEpel, YTOOBI MOJIXBATUTh MajbdMKa Ha PYKH, HO BIPYT
BBIIPSAMUIIACH U C HEIOYMEHHBIM HUCITYTOM B3IVISIHYJIA HA HE3HAKOMOT'O €1 YEJIOBEKA.

— 3apaBCcTByiTE, XO035lKa, — CO BCEH T0OpPOKEIATEIbHOCTHhIO, Ha KOTOPYIO OH OBLI
CIoco0O¢H ceiuac, ckasan PriOak.

Ho xo3siika yxe cortana ¢ yCTajoro Jinia yauBICHHE, METbKOM B3[IAHYJA Ha CTOJ C ITyCTOM



MUCKOM, ¥ UTO-TO Ha €€ JIULIE NEPEAECPHYIIOCH.

— 31paBCTBYHTE, — XOJIOJHO OTBETHJIa OHA, OTCTpaHss OT cebsa pebenka. — Cuaure,
3HA4YUT?

— Jla BoT kak BuauTe. Bac xxaeM.

— DTo Kakas ke y BaC KO MHE HaJJoOOHOCTh?

Het, TyT He 3amaguyioch 4YTO-TO, KEHILIMHA SIBHO HE XOTela HACTpauBaThCsi Ha TOT TOH,
KOTOpBIH el mpeanaran Peibak, — 4To-TO CypoBOE, 3710€ U CBapJIMBOE MOCIBIIIAIOCH B €€ TOJI0Ce.

OH mnoka cMoi4ajg, a OHa TEM BPEMEHEM pAaCCTETHyJa CTAPEHbKUI JaTaHbld TYJIyIM4HK,
CTaluja C TOJOBBI IJaToK. PpiOak mpucTanbHO BINISAIBIBAICS B HEE — CBAJSTHHbBIC, HEUYECaHbIE
BOJIOCHI, 3aIIbBUICHHBIE MOUYKH YIIIEH, YTOMJIIEHHOE, KAKOE-TO CEPOE, HE OYEHB €IIE U MOXKHUIOE JIHUIIO €
CEThI0 PAaHHUX MOPUIMH BO3JI€ PTa KPACHOPEUMBO CBHJIETENBCTBOBAIM O HEIIPEXOAAIIEH ropeun ee
TPYAOBOM KHU3HH.

— Kakas eme HagoOHOCTE? — OHa Opocuia IMaToOK Ha IIECT BO3JE MEYM, OINATh IOBesa
B3IVIS,JIOM Ha KOHEII CToJIa ¢ MUckoi. — Xieb6a? Cana? Mim, MOXeT, sSIMIl Ha SUYHUITY 3aX0TEI0Ch?

— MBI He HeMIIbl, — CAep)KaHHO cka3an PriOak.

— A KT0 e BbI? MoxeT, kpacHble apmeiinbpl? Tak KpacHble apMeiIpl Ha (PPOHTE BOIOIOT, a
BbI TOJIBKO IO 3ayryiaM mracraete. Jla emie monaBail Bam OylbOOYKH, OTYPUYHKOB... I'31bKa, BO3bMHU
Jlennka! — KkpuKHyJa OHa CTapIleil, a caMa, He pa3/ieBasCh, HA CKOPYIO PyKy Hadaja MpuOMpaTh
BO3JI€ M1€YM: TOPIIKH — Ha 3arHETKY, BEIPO — K MOPOT'Y, BEHUK — B YTOJL.

3a cToIoM Havasl HaCTOMYMBO KauuisiTh COTHHUKOB, OHA MOKOCWJIACh HAa HEr0, HAaXMYypHUJach,
HO TpoMoJYaja; Mpojaoibkas yOuparbh, 3ajJepHysa IpA3HYIO 3aHABECKYy HaJ JIa30M B IOJIEYbE.
Pe1bak momHsuIics, cO3HaBas, YTO MOMYCTHJI OIIMOKY: BHIUMO, OOpamiartbcs ¢ HEW Hajao ObLIO
MOCTPOXKE, C ITOM CBApIUBOH, pa3apakeHHOH 06a0oi.

— HamnpacHo, TeTka. MbI K BaM 0-XOpOIIEMY, a BBl PyraThCs.

— 51 pasBe pyratocs? Ecnu Obl 51 pyranace, Bamei Obl M HOTH 37iech He Obuto. LlpI BbI,
xonepsl! Bac eme He xBarano! — NpUKpUKHYIa OHA Ha Jered. — ['ams, Bo3pMu JIeHnka, cka3anal
Jlenuk, mooObio!

— A 5, MaMKa, MajJTHU3al0B CMOTIIETh XOUY.

— 51 tebe mocMmoTpro! — ¢ yrpo3oil TOmHyJa OHAa K MEpPEeropoake, W JeTH HCUE3NTH. —
[TapTu3zansi!

Ppi0ak BHUMAaTENbHO HAOMIONAN 3a HEH, pa3MBILUIAA: OTYEro Obl el ObITh TakoW 370, 3TOM
JeMuuxe? B romoBe ero BO3HUKAIM CaMble pa3IMYHbIE HA 3TOT CYET IPEANOIOKEHUS: JKEHa
MoJMLas, Kakas-HUOyIb POAHS 3/CIIHEr0 CTapOCThl WM, MOXET, 4eM-TH00 OOWKeHHas NpHu
Coserckoit Bmactu? Ho, mopa3MbICiuB, OH OTOPOCHII BCE ATH JIOMBICIBI, SIBHO HE BSI3aBIIHECS C
HUIIIEHCKUM BHJIOM 3TOW KEHILIMHBI.

— A rne tBo#t Jlemka? — Bapyr cripocun Pribak.

OHa BBIIpSAMUIACH U KaK-TO HACTOPOXKEHHO, MIOYTH UCIYTaHHO B3MVIAHYJIA HAa HETO:

— A BBI OTKya 3Haete [leMky?

— 3Haem.

— Yero x Torna cnpamuBaete? Pa3e Teneps 6abbl 3HaIOT, rae ux Myxkuku? [lobpocanu, BOT
Y 5KMBH KaK XOYElllb.

Omna B3sJ1a ¢ MOpora BEHHK M Havajia 3aMeTarh Bo3ie neuu. Bece ee pazMammcTbie JBUKCHUS
CBHJICTEJILCTBOBAIM O KpaifHEM HEpacHOJIOKEHUH K 3TUM HENpOIIEHbIM rocTsaM. Peibak Bce pymant,
HE 3Has, KaK HaKOHEIl MOJACTYNUThCA K JleMunxe ¢ TeM INIaBHBIM Pa3roBOPOM, paJu KOTOPOrO OH
JIOXKUIATICS €€.

— TyT, BUAMILIB JIM, TETKA, TOBAPUL] TOTO. ..

Ona pasorsynachb, NOAO3pUTENBHO B3NIAHyJa Ha CorHukoBa B yniy. Tor nBuHYysnCH,
MOTBITAJICS. BCTaTh U 3aMETHO MOJABWJI CTOH. /lemMunxa Ha MHUHYTY 3amepiia C BEHUKOM B pyKax.
Pr16ak mOAHSICS CO CKaMbH.

— Bot Buauib, mioxo eMmy, — cKasaj OH.

COTHUKOB MHUHYTY KOPUYHJICS OT O0JIM B HOTe, 00EUMH pyKaMHM JIep’Kach 3a KOJICHO U CKUMast
3yObl, YTOOBI HE 3aCTOHATH.



— UYeprt, npucoxiia, HaBEPHO.

— A 161 He aepraiics. Jlexxu. Tebs ke He TOHST.

[Toxa Prpibak ycTpamBanm Ha ckaMmbe €ro Hory, Jlemumxa Bce XMypHJIach, HO MaJlO-IIOMay
pEe3KoBaToe BhIpaKEHUE Ha €€ JIUIIE CTajI0 CMATYaThCsl.

— IMom1oxkuTh 4T0-HUOYIB HAZ0, — CKa3aja OHa U IMOIUIA 3a NMEPEeropoaKy, OTKy/a BbIHECTa
CTapylo, C BBUIC3IIMMHU KJIOYbSIMU CEPOM BaThl, U3MATYIO Tesorpeiiky. — Ha, Bce msrye Oyner.

«Tak, — mbIcnenHO otMeTua Peibak. — D10 apyroe neno. Moxer, eme nogoOpeer aTa 31as
6a0a». COTHUKOB MPUIOAHSIICSA, OHA CyHYyJIa TEJIOTPEiKy MO/ €ro TOJIOBY, M OH, MOKAILIUBasi, TyT
e OIYCTHJICSI CHOBA. J[pIXaHHe ero Mo-npexHeMy ObIJIO YaCThIM U TPYIHBIM.

— bonbHOM, — YK€ ApyrMM TOHOM, CHOKOMHee ckazana Jlemuuxa. — JKap, BunHO. BoH Kak
ropur!

— Ilpoiinem — ormaxnyncs pykoit Peidak. — Hudero crpamisoro.

— Hy xoHeuHo, BaM Bce HE CTpalllHO, — Hayaja CepauThCs xo3diika. — U crpensror Bac —
He cTpamHo. M 4Tto marh rie-to youBaeTcss — HHMYEero. A HaM... 3esibsl HaJJ0 CBapUTh, HAIIUThCH,
BCIOTETh. A TO BOH KJIQA0UIIE PSAJIOM.

— Knangbume — He camoe xyamiee, — Kanuisisi, ckazaal COTHUKOB.

OH Kak-TO HEXOPOIIO OXKHUBHJIICS MOCIIE KOPOTKOTO 3a0bIThs, HABEPHO, OT TEMIEPaTyphbl Pe3KO
pacKpacHEIUCh LIEKH, B INa3ax MOSBUJICS JMXOPaJ0UHbIN OJECK, HEECTECTBEHHAs] MOPBIBUCTOCTh
CKBO3MJIa B €TO JABU)KECHUSX.

— Yo ke ere MOXXeT ObITh XyXe? — JOMbIThIBaJIach Jlemurxa, youpasi co CTojia MHUCKU. —
HagepHo k, B I1ekJ10 He BepuTe?

— M1 B pait Bepum, — myTiuBo Opocun Pridak.

— Joxnerecs pas, a Kak xe.

3a0psikaB 3acIOHKOM, XO3siiiKa IoJyie3sia B Iedb, 3aJBUrajga TaM dyryHamu. OJHaKo MOXoxe
ObUTO Ha TO, YTO OHA YK€ YCIOKOMJach, Jake mopooOpena. Ppibak 4yBCTBOBAN 3TO U JyMall, 4YTo,
MOJKET, KaK-JINOO BCE €I11e YCTPOUTCS.

— Hawm ObI Teryiolt BOAMYKN — paHy OOMBbITh. PaHWIu ero, TeTka.

— Jla yx Bmwxy. He cobaka ykycuna. Bon Bcto Houb mom CrapocenbeMm Oaxanu, — Kak Obl
HEeB3Hayail cooOIMIa OHa, ONEPIINCH Ha yXBaT. — [OBOPSIT, OJJHOTO MOJHUIIAst MOJCTPEIIUIIH.

— Tlomunas?

— Hy.

— A xTO ckazan?

— babsbI roBopuIH.

— Hy, ecniu 6a0b1, TO BepHO, — YIBIOHYJICS HA KOHIIE ckamelku Pribak. — OHU Bce 3HAIOT.

Jlemunxa cepauTo OIIsHYNACh OT MEYH.

— A 4ro, HeT? babbI-TO 3HAIOT. A BHI BOT He 3HaeTe. Eciu Obl 3HAIM — HE CIpaniuBaIm.

Ona nozgana uM BOAY B YyI'YHKE U HallpaBUJIach 3a 3aHABECKY K JETSM.

— Hy, BbI yx camu. A TO He XBaTaja0 MHE ellle BaM MOPTKU CHUMATh.

— JlagHo, nagHo, — cortacuics Peibak u ctynui k CoTHUKOBY. — JlaBaii Oypok CHUMEM.

CoTHHKOB cKaJ 3yObl, BUEHWICS pyKaMH B CKaMblo, U PpIOak ¢ ycuiamem CTaIiui ¢ ero HOru
MOKpBI, OKpOBaBJIeHHbIH Oypok. Jlamnbiie Ha/to OblI0 CHATH Oprokd, 1 COTHUKOB, TOMOPIIUBIIHCH,
BbDKAJ:

— S cam.

Bunats mo Bcemy, eMy ObIJIO MyYHTENbHO OOJILHO, U BCE K€, PACCTETHYB, OH CABHHYI JI0
KOJICHEH Tak)Ke OKpOBaBJICHHbIE IITaHbl. Cpenu MOJACOXIINX KPOBAaBBIX MOATEKOB Ha Tejie Pribax
yBUZeNl HakoHell paHy. OHa oka3zajach COBCEM HEOOJBIIOHN, MOAMYXIIEeH, ¢ CHHEBATbIM 000IKOM-
BOKPYI' U C BHJYy BOBCE HE CTpPAIIHOM — TUIMYHOHN IyJEBOM PAaHOM, KOTOpas €Ile 4yTb-uyTb
kpoBoToumsia. C npyroif ctopoHs! Oesipa BbIX0/a HE ObLIO, UTO 3HAYMIIO: TS 3aCTpsijia B HOTe. JTO
yKe OBIJIO IOXYKe.

— Jla, cnenoe, — o3abouenHo ckazan Pridak. — [Ipumercs mocraBats.

— JlagHo, THI )€ HE AOCTaHelb, — HavdaJl pazapaxarbcss CoTHuKOB. — Tak 3aBs3bIBail, 4ero
pas3IIsAbIBaATh.



— Huuero, 4to-To mpuayMaeM. X035I0MIKa, MOXKET, U IIepeBA3aTh ueM Haiaercs?

— rpomue crpocui Pribak, a caM MOKpBIM MOJIOTEHIIEM Hadajl OTUPATh C Tella MOJCOXIIYI0
KpOBb.

Hora CorHukoBa OO0JI€3HEHHO B3JparvBaja, TOT, OJHAKO, Hampsraics W Tepren, u PpiOak
MoAyMall, 4To, B OOIIEM, paHEHHUE HE CJIUIIKOM TSKEJI0e, €CIIM TOJBKO Myl He 3ajiena Koctu. Eciu
MyJII0 U3BJIeYb, TO 32 Mecdll Bce 3apacteT. Kyaa BakHee ObLIO ATOT MeCSI] I7ie-TO MepenpsATaThbCes,
4TOOBI HE MONACTh K HEMIIaM.

Bckope Jlemunxa mMoOsIBHJIAaCh B JIBEPSIX C YHCTBHIM IIOJIOTHSHBIM OOpPBIBKOM B pyKax, H
COTHHKOB CTECHUTEIBHO CHEKUIICS.

— He 6otitecs! Hare BOT, mepeBsi3pIBaiiTe, UeM HaIllja.

Bce Bpems, moka Pei6ak OunTOBan Genpo, COTHUKOB, C:kuMast 3yObl, MOABIIST CTOH M, KaK
TOJILKO BCE OBLJIO OKOHYEHO, IJIACTOM CBAJIWJICS HAa CKaMblo. PbIOAK CIIONOCHY B UyTYHKE PYKH.

— Hy BoT onepanus u 3akoH4eHa. X034r01Ka!

— Buky, He cienas, — ckazana JleMunxa, HOSBISSACH B ABEPSX.

— A 4TO manbllie — BOT 3arBo3zika. — PpiOak ¢ oueBWAHOM 3a00TOI CIBHHY Ha 3aTHUIOK
HIaNKy ¥ BOIIPOCUTEIBHO MTOCMOTPEIT Ha JKEHIIUHY.

— A s pa3Be 3Haro, 4TO y Bac Jajblie?

— Wnatu oH He MOXkeT — (DaKT.

— Crona xe npuuien.

HaBepHo, oOHa 4YTO-TO MOYYBCTBOBaJa B €ro JajJlbHEM HaMeKe, U OHHU MPUCTAIBHO HU
HACTOPOXXEHHO IMOCMOTPENH JPYT APYTy B ma3a. M 3TH ux Hemoarue B3MIsAbl CKa3aiu 0oJblle, YeM
uX cioBa. Ppibak cHOBa ONIyTHUJ B c€0€ HEYBEPEHHOCTh — YTO M TOBOPHUTH: CIUIIKOM TSIKEJ OBbLT
TOT Ipy3, KOTOPBII OH coOMpaJicsi MEepesoXKUTh Ha IJIeYM ATOM BOT >KEHIIUHBI. Brpouem, oHa,
BUJAaTh, HE Xy)X€ €ro MOHMMajia, KakoMy TMOJBeprajach pUCKy, eciu Obl coIllacuiach ¢ HUM, U
IIOTOMY PELINJIA CTOSATH Ha CBOEM.

B noBonmbHO OeroM, 10 CMX MOp HU K 4YeMy HE OOs3bIBalOIIEM pa3roBOpe HACTyMuWIIa
3aMuHKa. COTHUKOB BBDKUIATEILHO MIPUTUX Ha CKaMbe, a PpiGak 03a004€HHO B3MIISHYIM B OKHO.

— Hewmrpr!

Kak yxajeHHBII OH OTHPSHYI K TOPOTY, 3a KaKyl0-TO OO CEKYH/Ibl BCE XK€ YCIIEB CXBaTUTh
B3IJII/IOM HECKOJIBKUX BOOPY>KEHHBIX JIIOZIeH, CTOAMX Ha Kianbumie. OHM UMEHHO CTOSJIH, a He
MM, XOTSI OH Ja)ke He MOHsUI, KyAa OblIIM 0OpalleHbl UX JIMLA, — OH TOJBKO YBHUJEN UX CUIYITHI C
TOpPYALIUMH U3-3a CIIMH CTBOJIAMU BUHTOBOK.

COTHUKOB TOAHSJICS B YDy, 3alllapui BO3je ceds pyKOH, CTapasch CXBaTUTh OpYXKHE.
Xo3zdiika Kak CcTosla, TaKk M 3amepia, KPOBb pa3oM OTXJIbIHYJa OT €€ JIMIA, BAPYT CTaBIIETO
COBEPIIECHHO CcepbhIM. PpiOak cHauana OpoCHIICS K ABEPH, HO TYT K€ BEpHYJCs, YTOOBI emie pa3
B3MJIIHYTh B OKHO.

— Unyt! Tpoe crona nayt!

JleficTBUTENBHO, TPOE € KJIaA0UIIa HE CIellla IUIM BHU3 K CTEXKe, KaK pa3, HaBEpHO, M0 UX
HenaBHUM cienaM. Kak Tonmpko PwiGak yBuaen 3To, BHYTPH B HEM BCE CXKAJIOCh B LIEMAIIEM
npendyBcTBUM Oenbl. Hukorna oH He myraiics Tak, Jake CEroAHsIIHEN Houbio B moje. Kazamoch,
CaMbIM DPa3yMHBIM Tenepb ObUIO OeXaTh, HO OH OpOCHJI B3IJIAJ HAa CKOPYCHHOTO Ha CKaMbe
CoTHHKOBa, CX)KMMAaBIIEr0 B pyKe BUHTOBKY, M ocTaHOBWICA. bexarb Obuto Henmb3s. [lemunxa,
HaBEpPHO, TaK)Ke MOHSIIA 3TO U BAPYT 3aTBEP/IIIa MTAHUYECKUM IIETTOTOM:

— Ha wepnak! Ha uepnak! Jle3pre Ha yepnak!

Hy, pasymeercs, Ha 4eplak, IJe K€ €Ile MOXHO CIPATAThCs B KpecThsHCKOM m30e. OHM
CYHYJIMCh B TEMHOBAThI€ CE€HH, B YNNIy KOTOPHIX YEpHEN KBaJIpaTHBIN J1a3 Ha YepAakK, HO JIECTHUIIbI
1ol HUM He Obu1o, W PpiOak BCKOYMI HAa KaMEHHBIE KPYTH *KepHOBOB. Tam OH mepebpocui Ha
YyepAaK BUHTOBKY U OIVISTHYJICS.

— JlaBaii TBOMO!

CoTHMKOB, paccTaBUB pyKH, Iepebupaincs depes mopor, [lemunxa nmogaepxusana ero. OH
1ojiajl BUHTOBKY, U PBIOak Takke CyHYN ee B TEMHYIO JIBIpY 4epraka. 3areM, e/[Ba He OMPOKHHYB
KepHoBa, Bramui Ha HuX CoTHuKOBa. BepxHee OpeBHO OTCIOMa OBLIIO €IIe BBICOKO, HO Pribak Bce-



TaK{ JIOTSHYJICS IO HETO U, IpeMs [0 CTEHE caroraMmu, Kak-To B3oOpascs HaBepX. TyT e yxXBaTui
3a npoTaHyThle pyku CoTHHKOBA. JleMunxa Bce BpeMsl yCepJHO, XOTsI U He B JIaJl, TOMOTrajia CHU3Y;
CoTHuKOB ociabeno kapaOKascs, HaNpsrasich M3 MOCIEAHUX CHJI, U HAaKOHEIl IepeBallniIcs yepes
BepxHee OPEBHO CTEHBI.

— Tam naxuns! 3a nakiro jge3bTe! — NoJCKa3bIBajla CHU3Y XO3sHKa.

Peibak mpoOekan mo MArkoil depjaadHoi 3achinke. TyT, KaKk M B CEHSIX, TOCITOICTBOBAJ
MOJTYMpPAK, XOTs U3-TIOJ] KPBIIIK U CKBO3b MAJICHBKOE CIIyXOBOE OKOIIKO BO ()POHTOHE NMPOOHBATIOCH
HEMHOTO CBE€Ta, B KOTOPOM ObLT BHJIEH IIUPOKHUI CTONO KUPNUYHON TPYObI, KaKue-To OOHOCKU Ha
JUIMHHOM WIECTE, CIIOMaHHas Npsuika BHU3Y. Iloonans mox kpblmieid OH paccMOTpen MOpsSI0YHBIN
BOPOX MaKIH.

— Crona nasaii!

CoTHHKOB, 1MO/100paB BUHTOBKY, Ha YETBEPEHbKAX MOAAJCS MO CKOC KpBIIIM B yroj, Kyaa
yka3zan PeiOak, ¥ TOT, MOAJEB carloroM, HaBaJIMJ Ha HEro BOPOX Makiu. [IoToM u cam 3aTHUCHYJCS
MOJI KPBILITY 32 CIIUHY TOBapHIIA.

3aMepeB, OHU JIEKaIM, €][Ba CHPABISACh C JbIXaHUEM. B HOC mmbano pe3KuM MEeHbBKOBBIM
3armaxoM, KocTpa M3 MakJid oOChINaja JUI0 U KOJIoJack 3a BOpoTHUKOM. Hampsiras ciyx, Peibak
cTapa’scs MOHATh, IUIM HEMIIBI 110 UX CJElaM WIN TakK POCTO HAINPaBIISUIUCh B AepeBHIO. Ecin no
cienam, To, pazymeercs, OyayT uckarb. Torga Bpsa v UM TyT oTcuierbes. B rpyau CoTHuKoBa
I'POMKO XPHIIENO0, 3TO MEIIAJIO CIylIaTh, U BCE )K€ OHU CTApaJINCh HE NMPOIYCTUTh HU OJHOIO 3BYKa
cHapyxku. lomoca pasgaBanuch yxe Tak Onu3ko, uTo Ppibaka oxBaTwia OTOPOIb: HEMIIBI
3aroBOPUIIH C JleMUnXOu.

— Ilpuser, ¢pasa! Kak xucrs?

Okxka3sbiBaeTcsi, 3T0 ObuIM Monuuau, Peidak y3Ham ux ¢ mepBoro ciosa. He ocraHaBiMBasch,
OHM TpoILarajiy 1o ABOPY, KayKeTCsl HaNpaBisisiCh K IBepH. JleMunxa nmoueMy-to Moidaia, 1 Peibak
BECh HAIPSICs, CTPACTHO ejast, YT00bl OHU MPOILIH MUMO.

— Yrto Monmunib? 30BU B TOCTH, — IIIYXOBATO JOHECIOCH CHU3Y.

— IlycTs Bac Ha Ki1af0uIIe 30BYT, TAKUX TOCTEH, — ObUT UM OTBET.

«3, HE HAJ0 TaK, — C COXKaJICHUEM MPOHECIOCH B rojioBe y Pribaka. — 3aduem 3aaupathes!y
YyTKO BCIIYIIMBAsCh, OH IMOYTH CO CTPAXOM IEpEKUBaJ rpyOble CIOBA XO3SIMKH M OYEHb OIacalics,
YTO Ta KAKUM-HHUOY/Ib HEOCTOPOXKHBIM CIIOBOM Pa303JIUT UX, U TOTJa HE MUHOBAThH OEIbI.

— Oro! TsI uTO, HEMOBOIBHA?

— JloBosibHa. Panytoch, a kak xe!

— To-to! Boaxka ects!

— A y MeHs n1aBKa, 4to au??

— Torna ronu napy xosbac!

— Eme uvero 3axorenu! U3 xomku s ux Bam Hazaenaro? [logcBunka 3abpanu, a Tenepb Kojadac
um!

— Bor kak Thl Hac BcTpeuaenlb! — eXUIHO 3acKpumen apyrod ronoc. — IlapTuzan Tak,
HaBEpHO, CMETAHKOW KOpMUIIa ObI.

— Mowu neTtH nonroga cMeTaHbl He BUJEIIH.

— A MBI ceiuac 3To €510 IpoBeEpUM!

Hy xoHeuHO, Henb3s ObLIO TakK 3aJUPUCTO OOpaIaTbcs C HUMHU, BOT OHU M HE MPOLUIH MHUMO
— MX TsDKellble [Iard 3aTonaiu yxe B ceHsx. Ho, kaxercs, nBepb B U30y elle He OTKPbIBAIHU, U
Ppibak moxomnomen OoT HEOXKMJIAHHOTO M TaKOI'0 €CTECTBEHHOI'O Teleph MPEATNOJIOKEHUS: a BIPYT
1oJe3yT Ha yepaak 3a konbacamu? Ho HeT, moka 4To cTy4yaiu B CEHSX, HABEPHO, OTKHHYJIH KPBILIKY
CYHIyKa, YTO-TO TaM yMajo U C TPOMKHUM >KECTSHBIM CTYKOM TIOKaTHJIOCh Ha Tod. bosch
HIeBeIbHYThCS, PhIOak THXO Jiexall, BIIEPUB IJ1a3a B CyX0e, MOYEpHEBIEE CTPOIMIIO, U TyMall: HET,
MPUIUIM HE 3a HUMHU. MIyT mpomyKThl — OOBIYHBIN MONMIEHCKUI MPOMBICEN B JIEPEBHE, a Ha
KJIaI0MIIIE, IO BCEH BEPOATHOCTH, NMOCT-3acaga — OyAyT KapayiauThb JOPOTY.

OHu Bce elle mapuian B ceHsX, kak COTHMKOB pSZIOM HEECTECTBEHHO HAmpArcs, B rpyau y
HEro 4TO-TO Y>Kacarolle BCXJIUIHYNO, U PbiOak modtu oOMep B UCIyre — IMOKa3aJloCh, 3aKalllIseT.
Ho oH He 3akanuisii, Kak-To chaepsKajics, MPUTHX, a OHU TaM, BHHU3Y, YK€ CTYKHYJIH JBEPHIO, U



BCKOpE MX ToJIOCa MPUITYIIEHHO 3a3By4alu B U30e.

— I'me xo3sma? B MockoBmiuae?

— A MHe oTKyJa 3HaTb?

— He 3naems? Torma mbel 3HaeM. Ctach, I1e €€ My»XHUK?

— B MockBy, HaBepHO, IIOJAJICS.

— O, cyka, ckpbiBaeT! A Hy Bpexb el

— A-sit! T'agpl BeI! — mquko 3akpudana Jlemunxa. — UTto6 Bam okomneTh 10 Beuepa! UToO Bam
r71a3a BOPOH MOBBIKJIEBBIBa! UTOO BHI IeTel CBOUX HE YBHUACTH! ..

— Ax Bor kak! Cracs!

B wu30e ucnyranHo 3aBepelana JeTBOpa, BCKPUKHYJIa M yMOJKia nAeBouka. W Bapyr u3
HanpsokeHHOU Tpynu COTHHMKOBA MYIHIEYHBIM BBICTPEJIOM TPOXHYN Kamienb. Y Pwibaka xak Oyaro
000pBaIOCh YTO BHYTPH, PyKH IO/ MaKjel caMu pBaHyauch K COTHUKOBY, HO TOT KallUISTHYJT CHOBA.
B u3be Bce Bpa3z cMmonkiM, OyATO BBICKOYHMIN W3 Hee. PplOak ¢ HEBEpOSTHOW CHIION 3akuMai
COTHUKOBY POT, U TOT MYYHTEIbHO JAABWJICS B HEYEMHBIX MoTyrax. Ho, BuauMo, ObLJIO MO3THO —
UX YX€ YCIbIIIAIH.

— K0 TaM? — HakoHeIl Mpo3ByYalio BHU3Y.

— A nukto. Komika TaM y MeHsI IpOCTy>KeHHAs!, Hy U KalllIseT, — CIBIIIHO OBLJIO, epecTaB
IJIaKaTh, UCIIyTaHHO 3aroBopuiia /lemMunxa.

Ho ee He cnuikoM yBepeHHBIH TOJI0C, HABEPHO, HE YO TUIT MOMUIEHCKUX.

— Cracp! — BIacTHO CKOMaHI0BaJI TPOMKHI CBUPETBINA Oac.

Pribak Ha BBIOXE 3ajepkKall JbIXaHWE, C HEOOBIKHOBEHHOW SICHOCTBHIO CO3HABas, YTO BCE
nponano. HaBepHo, Hajo ObUIO 3alUIIATECS, CTPENAThH, MyCTh Obl MOTMOMU W 3TH HAEMHHUKH, HO
HEW3BECTHO OTKYJla SIBUJIACh MOCIEAHSS HAJSXK/Ia Ha Yy/10, OyMaJIOCh: a BIPYT IpoHeceT!

Ot ynapa nBepu O CTeHY 3aposkaia u30a, MOJUIa C TPOXOTOM IOTPEBOKEHHOIO CTajda
PUHYJIUCH B CEHU, Hapy>KHas JABEPhb paclaxHyjiach, Ha 4epJake MoJ KPbILIEH BAPYT CTalO0 CBETIEE.
HeBupsamumm B3misaom Peibak ycraBuiics B uepHOe peOpo CTpoInia, 3a KOTOPBIM TOpYal B COJIOME
CTapblii MOpPKaBJIEHHBIN cepn. Heckonbko MPOHUKIIKUX Ha YepAaK TeHEH, CKPELIUBasCh, 3aMETaIUCh
10 COJIOMEHHOUW M3HAHKE KPBIIIN.

— Jlectnuiy! JlectHuiy naBaiite! — rpoMKuUM 6acoM KOMaHOBaJl BHU3Y MOJIHIIAMN.

— Herty necTHHIIbI, HUKOTO TaM HETY, YE€TO BbI MPUIIEMUINCH? — CHOBA 3ariakaia Jlemuunxa.

CtyK, yaap B CTEHY, CKPEKET caror 1o OpeBHAM M COBCEM OJTM3KO — 33 IbIXAIOIIHIACS TOI0C:

— Tak TemHo TaMm. Hu yepra He BUAaTh.

— Yto He Buaars? Jlesp, s1 mpuKa3biBato, TYJbI-T TBOIO MaTh!

— Di1, kto TyT? BbUIa3zp, a TO rpaHatoil BIyIUIIO! — pa3nagoch MOYEMY-TO MOJA CaMOU
KPBILLIEH.

Ho maroB no notosky erie He ObUIO CIBIIIHO — HAaBEpPHO, MOJIMLAN BCE-TaKU HE periacs
[IepeJIe3Th CTEHY.

— Tak on Tebe u BpIIE3eT! — ryJeNn CHU3Y KOMaHIUPCKHi 6ac. — 3aHauka TaMm €CTh Kakasi?

— Ectsb. Ceno Oyaro.

— IIpIpHY BUHTOBKOM.

— Taxk He nocrany.

— Or, unput TBOtO MyTTEp! TOKe Bosika! Ha aBromar! ABromarom yecanu!

«3T0 yKe Bce, Toukay, — ckazan cebe Pribak, moutu pusmdecku omrymiasi, Kak ero TeJao BOT-
BOT pa3HECeT B KIOYbs TIopsdas aBTomarHas odepenp. Crapasch HCIONB30BaTh IMOCIIECIHUE
CEKYH/JIbI, OH MBICIICHHO METaJICsl B MOUCKAX BBIXOAA, HO a0COJIOTHO HUIJIE HE HAXOAWUJ €ro: Tak
JIOBKO TIOTTAJINCh OHM B 3Ty JIOBYIIKY. HaBepHO, Bce yxe OBLIO KOHUEHO, HAJ0 OBLJIO BCTaBaTh, U
BIPYT €My 3aX0TeN0Ch, YTOOBI MepBbIM moHsIcs COTHUKOB. Bee-Taku OH paHeH u 0OJeH, K TOMY
K€ UMEHHO OH KallllIeM BblJall 000uX, eMy KyJa ¢ OOJbIIMM OCHOBAaHUEM TOJMJIOCH C/IaBaThCs B
wieH. Ho CoTHukoB nexan OyaTO HEXHBOW, BBITHYJCS, HAINPSTCS BCEM TEJIOM, TOXOXKE Jayke
IepecTas v AbIaTh.

— AXx, He ae3emnsb!

[Ton kpblmen pasgaincs CyXOod METAUIMYECKUH MIETYOK — CIMIIKOM XOPOIIO 3HAaKOMBIN



Pribaky 3Byk aBTOMAarHOTO 3aTBOpa, CABHHYTOro Ha 00eBOi B3BoA. Jlamblile MOMKHO OBLIO
MOCJIEZIOBAaTh TO CaMo€ Xyalllee, 32 YeM HHYEero yxXX He cienyer. Toiapko Kakas-HMOYIb CEeKyHAa
OTAEJsAIa UX OT TOr0 MOCIEAHET0 MUTa MEXAY >KM3HBIO M CMEpThbIO, HO M Torna COTHHMKOB He
HIeBeJIbHYJICS, HEe KanulsiHyn naxe. W PeiOak, B mocienHuil pa3 y»KacHyBIIUCh, OTOPOCHII HOTaMU
MAKJIIO.

— Pyxn BBepx! — B3BONMII MTOJIMIIAM.

Pribak momHsCS, ¢ OmMackoil moaymaB, Kak ObI TOT CAypy HE BCaaui B Hero ouepens. Ha
YeTBepEHbKaX OH BBINOJ3 U3-T10J1 KpbIIK U BcTad. Hax GpeBHOM y Jla3a HACTOPOKEHHO U ONACIMBO
3acThllIa TOJIOBA B KyOaHKe, PsIIOM TOpYasl HAlpaBJICHHBIN Ha HETO CTBOJI aBTOMara. Temeph caMbIM
cTpamHbIM 111 Ppibaka OBIT 9TOT CTBOM — OH peman Bce. Mckoca, HO OYeHb TPHUCTAIBHO
MoTsAAbIBass Ha Hero, Peibak momHsn pyku. Odepenu moka 4to He ObLIO, THOETh Kak Oyaro
OTKJIaJ[bIBaJIaCh, 3TO OBLJIO IIaBHOE, @ OCTAJILHOE JUIsl HETO YK€ HE NMEJI0 3HAaYeHUS.

— A, momnanuch, TonyOuYHKH, B IyIIy Bally MaTh! — JIaCKOBOW OpaHbIO MPUBETCTBOBAI UX
TMOJIMIIAl, B30MPAasICh HAa YepIaK.
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OTkyna-T0 NpUTAIIMIM JIECTHHIlY, Ha 4YE€pJaK BIE3IM BCE TpOe, IEPEphIM B yIIax,
HepeTpaAciay Makiao, 3a0bpanu BUHTOBKH. Iloka 1Boe 3aHMManuch OOBICKOM, IUIEHHBIE O]
aBTOMAaTOM TPETBHErO CTOSAIU B CTOPOHE Y JBIMOXOA.

CoTHUKOB, NOKaB OOCYIO0 HOTY, IPUCIOHWICS K JABIMOXOJY M KallLsul. Tenepp yxe MOKHO
ObUTO HE CIEPKUBATHCS U HAKAIUIATHCS BAOBOJb. Kak HU CTpaHHO, HO OH HE UCIIyTaJCs MOJINIAEB,
HE 04YEHb 00AJICS, YTO MOTYT YOUTh, — €ro ONIYIIMIO CO3HAHNE HEBOJIBHOMN CBOEH OIUIOIIHOCTH, U
OH MYYMTEIIbHO NepeXHuBaJ OTTOro, 4Yro Tak mnoxaBend PeiGaka ma u Jlemuwmxy. [oroB Obun
IPOBAJIUTHCS CKBO3b 3€MIIIO, TOJIBKO ObI M30€XkaTh BCTpeuH ¢ JleMuuxoi, MMeBIIEH BCe OCHOBaHMS
BBIJIpaTh 000MM I71a3a 3a BCE TO, HA YTO OHHM oOpekaiu ee. Ml OH B OTYAsSHUM yMaJjl, YTO HAIpPacCHO
OHH OT3bIBAJIUCH, ITyCThb ObI MOJULAN CTPEIISIN — HOTHOIN Obl, HO TOJIBKO BIBOEM.

C rpyOBIMH OKpHKaMH MX TOJKHYJIH K JIECTHHUIIE BHM3, IJIe BO3JIE PACKPBITON JBepU B n30e
BCXJIMMBIBAJIa JleMunxa W 3a MeperopoaKor MCIYraHHO IIakajd Majoi. Peibak cie3 mo yiecTHHUIEe
cKopo, a COTHMKOB 3aMEILKaJjCs, CIoI3asi Ha OJHUX PyKax, U TOT CTApLIMH MOINULANl — MJIEUYUCTHIN

MY>KHK YTPIOMOTO OaHIWUTCKOTO BHJA, ONIETHI B UYEPHYIO KEJIC3HOMOPOKHYIO IIHHENb, — TaK
XBaTHJI €T0 3a IJIEY0, YTO OH BMECTE C JIECTHUIIEH MOJeTeN Yepe3 KEepHOBa HazeMb. [IpaBaa, oH He
OYEHb YIAPWICSA, TOJBKO CHJIBHO IMOTPEBOXKMI HOTY — B [Ja3ax IOTEMHENO, 3aXOJIOHYJIOCh
JbIXaHUC, U OH HC cpa3y, 0cna6eno Ha4daJl TIOJHUMATHhCA C I10J1Ia.

— Yro BBI genaere, 3moneu! OH ke paHeH, anu Bl ocneru! Jlromoensr Bel! — 3akpuyana
Jlemunxa.

Crapmmii mojuiai BaXHO MOBEPHYJICS K IPYTOMY, B KyOaHKe.

— Cracn!

ToT, BUIHO, YKe 3HAJ, YTO OT HEro TPeOOBAJIOCh, — BBIJECPHYJI M3 BUHTOBKH IIOMITON M CO
CBUCTOM HpOTSIHy.H UM I10 CIIMHEC XCHIIIUHBI.

— Omn!

— CBonoub! — Tepsist camooOaanue, cunaro BEIKpUKHYI COTHHKOB. — 3a uto? JKeHIuHy-
TO 32 4TO?

B3peIB THEBa, OHAKO, BEPHYJ YacTh €ro cuil, COTHUKOB KaK-TO BCKapaOKaycs Mo CTEHOH H,
BeChb TpsCACh, moBepHyscs k Cracto. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH He MoAyMai Ja)Ke, YTO ero KPUK MOXKET
OKa3aTbCs MOCIEAHUM, YTO IMOJIMLANH MOXKET MPUCTPenuTh ero. OH HE MOT HE BCTYIMTHCA 3a ITY
HecuacTHyro Jlemunxy, mepen kKo ropoil okaszayics Oe3mMepHO BWHOBAT caMm. OgHAKO JIOBKHM Ha
noaxsare Ctach, BUJHO, HE COOMPAICS MOKa CTPENATh, OH TOJIBKO YXMBUIbHYJICS B OTBET M TOYHBIM,
3ay4yeHHBIM JBUKEHHUEM BJIeJl IIIOMIION B BUHTOBKY.

— byzer 3Harth 3a uro!

COTHHMKOB MMOHEMHOT'Y COBJaJaj ¢ cOOOM, CIPaBUJICS C JbIXaHUEM W Hauaj yCIIOKauBaThCSl.
Bce Obu10 pocTO M caMIIKoM 00bIuHO. Eciu He mpHUCTpensT cpa3y, HAUHYTCS AONPOCH U MBITKH,



KOTOpBIE, KOHEUHO e, 3aKOHYaTcsi cMepThio. Ha kakoe-HuOy/Ib criaceHue OH y)Ke He pacCUMTHIBAII.

B censix ux oObICKajM: BBHITPEOIN U3 KApMaHOB CKYJIHBIE MOXXUTKH, NMAaTPOHBI, PEMEHHBIMHU
CYHOHSIMHU TYro CKpyTHJIM pyku — Pp10axy c3aiu, a COTHUKOBY criepeu

— U yCaJWIu Ha LIepLIaBbli MIMHSAHBIA mon. 3areM crapiuii momien B u3dy k [lemunxe, a
JpyTroii, koToporo 3Banu CraceM, OCTaJICs Ha MOPOTre UX KapayJnTh.

Mopo3Hblif BO3ayX ceHeil oOxuran OonbHyl0 rpyab COTHHKOBa, B TOJOBE y HEro
TOIIHOTBOPHO KPY>KHUJIOCh, TIOLUIBIBAJIO HAa CTYXE NPUMOPOKEHHBIE YIIIN — MWIOTKY OH HOTEPSLT
IJIe-TO, HABEPHOE Ha YepJakKe, U Telepb CUIEN ¢ BCKIIOKOYEHHOM HEMOKPHITOM ronoBor. Mep3na u
notomy eme Oojblue Oosena paHeHas Hora. KoieHo paciyxio, OH ¢ TpyAoM crubain ero, 6ocas
cTomna OTeKJa U cjaenanach 6arpoBo-cuHel. HaBepHo, Haj0 ObLIO MOMPOCUTH MPUHECTH OYpOK, HO
OH, MPEJICTaBUB, KaKk 00IBbHO OyJeT HaEeTh ero, pemni: yepT ¢ HuMm! Tenepp yx Bce paBHO — MyCTh
OTMep3aeT Hora, CKopo OHa OynaeT He HyxkHa. Cujasg Ha MOy M BCE KallUlsis, OH MOIIAbIBAl Ha
KOHBOMpa — MOJIOJIOTO, JIOBKOTO MapHs B YEPHOM (opcucToil KyOaHKe: Ha €ro KpacHUBOM, C
MOPOJUCTHIM HOCOM JIMIIE TIOPOM MelbKasla jKHBas, HEOKUJAHHO 4YeJloBeyeckas YiblOka. 3a 3Toi
YABIOKOHM YyAMIIOCH YTO-TO MO-MOJIOIOMY HPSMOJYIIHOE U Ja)Ke 3HAKOMOE, COJJIATCKOEe, YTO JIH, —
MOJKET, TOTOMY, YTO TOT ObUI B apMeCKOM OyIliaTe U CIIPaBHBIX XPOMOBBIX CaloXKaX, B KOTOpPbIE
ObUTH 3ampaBiieHbl YepHbIEe IITaTckue Oproku. Ha omHOM miieue OH Jepikajl Ha peMHE BHUHTOBKY,
JIPYTUM TPUCITOHSJICS K KOCSIKY U, TIOTIJIEBBIBasi OO IIeTyXoi THIKBEHHBIX CEMEUEK, MOTIISIbIBAI
KyAa-TO Ha yaully — >KAan TpaHcrnopT. Ho TtpaHcmopra moka He ObUIO, M OH, HEIOJITO
MOTONTABIINCH, YCEJICS Ha TIOPOre, 3aKaB MEKy HOT BUHTOBKY. C MaJIoro pacCTOSHUSI IPUCTAIBHO
U Kak OynTo 6e33100H0, CKOpee HaCMEIITUBO, OCMOTPENl 000UX.

— 3a nmaxumro 3ane3nu, xa! Kak tapakansi!

Pr10ak B3IVISIHYS Ha HETO U CHOBA OIYCTHJI TOJIOBY.

— A Temepp Bac MOMOIOT-NOOAHAT W TOro, Majo-Maio moxasecsTt. Ilocymmrees, xa-xa! —
3acMesuIcs TONMLAH Tak JOOpOMYIIHO M ecTecTBEHHO, 4TOo COTHHUKOB HEBOJBHO TMOAYyMA:
«Becenbili, ogHako, Manbiit!» Ho cmex 3Toro manoro kak-To Bpa3 00OpBaics, U yXKe COBEPILIEHHO
JPyTUM TOHOM MOJHIAN pa3pas3uiics mMatoM: — Takue-csikue HemaszaHnble! XomopoHka younu? 3a
Xo/I0poHKa MBI BaM pa3MOTaeM KHUIIKH!

— He 3HaeM MBI HUKaKoro X0/I0pOHKA, — YHBUIO cKa3al Pribak.

— AX He 3HaeTe? MOXeT, 3TO HE Bbl HOUBIO CTPEISITN?

— MBI He cTpensIn.

— Bo1 niu He BbI, a peOpa 1oMaTh Bam Oynem. [lonsaun?

Crace mocepbe3HelN, Ia3a €ro YrpokKarolle MOXOJOAENH, M BCE TO YEIOBEYECKOE, UTO
MOJIOION TOOPOTOIO JIEIKAJIO HA €0 JIWIIE, KaK-TO Cpa3y MCUEe3JIo, YCTYIHUB MECTO 3JI0H, Oe3yIHON
PEMINUMOCTH.

Pr16ak HerpomMKo cpocuit:

— B apmum ciyxunn?

— B kako#t apmun?

— KpacHoii xots O51.

— C... 1 XoTeJn Ha Bally apMHIO, MOHsUI? — BIPYT €lle MyIle BbI3BEpUJICS MONULIAN, TO-
CTpallHOMY OKpYyIJIsid CBOM BBIPA3UTENbHBIE IJIa3a. 3aTeéM €ro JUIO0 Kak-TO IOCTEINEHHO
peoOpa3uiioch, CMATYasch, 1 Ha HEM IMOSBUJIACh BCE Ta K€ MOJKymaromas yinblOka. OTCTaBUB B
CTOPOHY HOTY, OH IOAOLIBOM canora pa3MepeHHO MONUIENall 10 3eMJITHOMY IOy CEHEM.

— A Oymnar?
— Ax, Oymwutar! ¥V omHOro »uaka Komuccapa B3sul. ToMy He MOHamoOuUTCs, — cKazanl
MOJIUIIAA U, TIPOJOHKUTEIIBHO TTOCMOTpEB Ha Pribaka, criokoitHO mo06aBwmit: — TBo# momynrybodex

Toxe npudepem. bynuna Bo3pmer, ero ouepenb. Bot Tak. [Tonsn?
— A He MoJaBUTECh? — €Ba CAEPKUBASICh, TUXO cKa3asl COTHUKOB.
Cracp BCKHMHYJ TOJIOBY.
— Yro?
— He nonaButecs, roBopro? Ilomymry6oukamu, 1 BooO1e?
— OT0 3aueM HaMm JaBuTbcA? 3a Hac ['epmanus, MoHsI, Thl, YMyp? A BOT BaM TOYHO —



karyT! byapTe yBepeHsl, B 6ora aymry Math! — cBupeno 3akoH4ri CTach.

Uro 3, U 3TO0 OBLJIO MPOCTO U MOHSITHO, HA JPYyroe HEe4Yero ObLJIO W PACCUUTHIBATh. PhiOak
CHIeNaJICsl YHBUIBIM, OIyCTHJ TosioBy. COTHHMKOB, NONyJeka Ha OOKY, OCTOPOXKHO MOIPOOOBa
IIEBEJIbHYThCSI — JIEPEBEHENIO Oe/lpo, y3Kasi CIPOMSTHAS CYIIOHb pe3ajia KUCTH PYK.

Hakonen nonuuaid npurHan BO€ CaHEH, OHM OCTAJIUCh HA YIIHUIIE, a JPYTHE CO CKPUIIOM U
JIOLIAJIMHBIM TOMOTOM MOJbEXalIH MOJ caMoe Kpbulbllo. CTack moaHsuics ¢ mopora. IlepBbiM oH
BTOJIKHYJ B PO3BaJibHU Ppi0aka, 3aTeM CHIBHBIM PBIBKOM 3a BOPOT MOAHSUT ¢ 3eMiin COTHHKOBA.
Koe-xak CoTHUKOB 100pasics 10 CaHeW W yIaj Ha CEHO BO3JI€ TOBApHINA; C3aJH B PO3BAJILHU BIIE3
nonuuaii. Bo3unk — cTapoBaThlii, HamyraHHbBIM [AsSAbKa B PBAHOM TYyJIyH€ — OCTOPOXHO
MPUTKHYJICA B Tepenke. 3aMmepsiryio 6ocyro Hory COTHHUKOB, MpeoaosieBas 0o0Jb, MOATSIHYI MO
1oy IIMHENW. EMy OIITh CTaHOBMIIOCH CKBEPHO, Ka3aloCh, CO3HAHUE BOT-BOT OCTaBUT €rO,
OTPOMHBIM YCHJIMEM OH MPEBO3MOTrall HEMOIIb U 00JIb.

W3 u30bI MoueMy-TO HE BO3BpAIIAJCsl CTApIIUN MONUIAN, 32 HUM TOMIEeN TOT, YTO MpPUTHAI
croja caHd. Bckope orryma mocnblmanuchk rojsoca u miad Jlemunxu. COTHHKOB C TPEBOTrOM
BCITYLINBAJICS — OCTaBSAT €€ Wik HeT? MUHYTY, TOX0XKe OBLJIO, TaM YTO-TO MCKAJIU: MOCTYKUBAIA O
NepeKIauHy JeCTHHIIA, TUTaKalld JeTH, a 3aTeM OTYasHHO, 3arpuunTaia JJemunxa:

— Yro BBl Haxymanu, cBojgoun? Yto0 HaMm /10 BOCKpeceHbsl He JOXKHUTh! UTOO BRI CBOMX
Marepen He yBUAeu!

— Hy-ny! ’)Kuso, ckazano, xxuso!

— Ha koro 4 nereit octaBmto? ['agbl BBl HEMHJIOCEPIHBIE! ..

— Xuso!

CoTtHukoB B3mIsHYJ Ha Ppibaka, cumeBmiero Kk HeMy OOKOM; 3apocliee METHHOM JHII0 TOTO
CKPUBWJIOCH B CTpaJaibuecKkoil rpumace. beuio ot vero.

ITo Toi#t camoii TPONIMHKE, BO3JIE OTPaJibl, OHU BBICXAJIM Ha JIOPOTY W CBEPHYIIH 32 KIIATOHIIIE.
COTHUKOB BTSIHYJ TOJIOBY B MOAHSTHIM BOPOT IIMHENH, CJErKa MPUCIOHUIICS IJIEYOM K OBUYMHHOMN
cnuHe PpiOaka u 6ecrioMoITHO 3aKphll 1a3a. Po3BanbHU Aepraiuck 1Moja HUMH, IMOJI03bs TO U JIETI0
3aHOCHJIO B CTOpOHBI. CTach, CIBIIIHO ObUIO, BCE TPHI3 CBOM CEeMEUKU. Buammo, ux Bes3nu B
noiuio wid B CJ[. 3Ha4uMT, CIOKOMHOTO BPEMEHH OCTAJIOCh HEMHOTO, HAJ0 OBLIO COOpaThCs C
CWJIaMH M TOJATOTOBUTHCS K XyalieMy. PazymeeTcsi, OHM MM IpaBAbl HE CKAXYT, XOTS TOTO, YTO
MPUIIUTH U3 Jieca, I0-BUUMOMY, CKPbITh He yaacTcs. Ho Tombko Obl BeIropoauTts Jlemuuxy. bennas
terka! bexana oMol M He Aymana, He rajgana, 4ro ee kjaaino Ttam. Celyac oHa YTO-TO KpH4alia
c3aaM, pyrajach M TUIaKajia, CBUPETBIA TONHIAN BBI3BEPSICA HA Hee OTOOPHBIM, OECCTBIKUM
maroMm. Ho u [lemunxa crapanach He OCTarbCs B JONTY.

— 3Bepu! Hemenkue yomonku! Kyna Be1 mens Bezere? Tam aetu! JleTrouku Mo poTHEHBKHE,
3onoTeHbKue Mou! I'aredka Mosi, Kak ke Thl Oyjens?!

— Hano 6bu10 paHbIie 0 TOM JTyMaTh.

— Ax TbI moranb HecuacTHas! Tbl MEHs elle ympekaeulb, 3amnpojaHeln; Hemeukuit! Urto s
caenana Bam?

— baHauTOB yKpbIBaa.

— OT0 Bbl OAHIUTHI, @ T€ KaK JIOIU: 3alUIA U BhINUTK. OTKy/1a MHE 3HaTh, YTO OHU Ha YepAaK
3ane3nu? Yo 51, cBouM aetsam Bpar? ['agsl Bbl! DammcTsl NpoksThie!

— Momuats! A TO KIIATT BCaxky!

— YT06 Tebs caMoro Ha KoJ MOCaIWIH, Taj Th!

— Tak! Cracsk, cToi! — HOCIHBIIIANIOCH C 3aJHAX CaHEH, U OHW OCTAHOBHIIMCH, HE JTOE3Kas
JIBYX TOHKHX Oepe30K, CTHIBIIUX B KyCTe 3a KaHaBO.

Peibak u BoO3uuk o00epHynHch, a COTHMKOB BECh CBHEXWICS B OXUAAHUU YEro-TO
ycTpalaronie-3Bepckoro. M gerictBurensbHo, JleMunxa BCcKope 3akpuyaia, 3a0uiach B po3BaJbHSIX.
CKpuIHYT XOMYT, U Jlaxe Jouaab 0ecrokoiiHo nepectynuia Ha cHery. [lotom Bce ctuxio. Crach
OBLTO COCKOUMII C PO3BAJIbHEH, HO CKOPO OISAThH YOBJICTBOPEHHO 3aBAJIMIICS Ha CBOE MECTO.

— Xe! PykaBuily B IMIOTKy — He KpuuH, OeieHast 6ada.

COTHHKOB C YCHJIMEM MTOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY M OUYTHJICS JIMIIOM K JIUIY C KOHBOUPOM:

— IManauu! Uctazarenu!



— T, 3actynHuk! OTBEpHU HIOXAJIKY, a TO KpacHyIo Knxy crymty! — 3aopan Crace, cienas
CTpaIIHOE BBIpA)KEHHUE JTUIIA.

Ho CoTHuKOB yXe 3Hal, C KeM MMEeT JeJI0, ¥ C TOJHBIM 0e3pa3inyueM OTHECCS K 3TOH ero
yrpose.

— IlonpoOyii, ran!

— Xa, npo6osars! Jla 3Haemnb, s Te0s celyac MIMOKHY M OTBEYaTh HE Oymay. DTo TeOe He
Cosertsl!

— IlInokHu, noxanyicra!

— A 10 cna6o? — Ilonuiail B MOKa3HOW PEIIMMOCTH CXBATHIICS 32 BUHTOBKY, HO JIUIIb TKHYJ
€r0 CTBOJIOM B TPYy/Ib U BBIPYTaJICS.

COTHUKOB HE MOPTrHYNI Jakeé — OH He Oosuics 3Toro BbIpogka. OH 3HAN, YTO Ha €ro
BBI3BIBAIONIECE XaMCTBO HA/I0 OTBEYATh TOYHO TAKUM K€ XaMCTBOM — JTH JIIOIU MOHUMAIH TOJIBKO
Takoe 0OXOXKICHHUE.

— XeHmmHa HU TIpH YeM, 3aTIOMHH, — CKa3all OH C pacdyeToM Ha Ppibaka, Hamekas TeM, Kak
HAJI0 OTBEYATh Ha J0Npocax. — MbI 6e3 Hee 3aje3/11 Ha YepAaK.

— bynemp 6a0ke Cka3ku CKa3bIiBaTh, — 3aKuBaJl rojoBor CTach M OMYCTHJ BHHTOBKY. —
He6ocw bynuna u3 teds aypb BbiObeT. [lomoxan!

— [lnmeBarp MBI X0TEH Ha TBOEero bynuiy!

— Cxkopo nomnroenis! KpoBbro noxapxaens!

«Kaxkoro depra oH 3aaupaetcsa?» — pazIpakeHHO ayman Peibak, crmymias 3myro nepedpaHkKy
COTHHKOBA C IOJINIIAEM.

Wx Be3nu m0poroil, KOTOpod YTpPOM OHHU TAIIWJIUCh B JEPEBHIO, TOJIBKO TENEPh MOJE HE
Ka3aJ0Ch €My TaKWM JJIMHHBIM M YHBUIO PaBHUHHBIM, JIOIIaJKa OOIpo mepedupana HOTaMmH,
MOCTETUBAs 110 CaHSIM KXECTKUM Ha MOPO3€ XBOCTOM. Pribak ¢ pactymieit qocanoit gymani, uTo eayT
OHM CJIMIIIKOM YK OBICTPO, €My M30 BCEX CHJI XOTEJIOCh 3aMeUINTh e€371y. UyBCTBOBaJIa €ro JyIia,
YTO ATO TMOCTEIHME Yackl Ha CBOOONE, ¢ KOTOPHIMU OBICTPO yOBIBasla BOSMOKHOCThH CIIACTUCh —
Oonbuie Takoil He OyneT. OH mpokiIUHaAN cedsd 32 HEOCMOTPUTENBHOCTh, 3a TO, YTO TaK IIIYIO
3a0pa’lics Ha TOT MPOKIATHIA Yepiak, yTo 3a KUJIOMETP HE 00O0IIeN TO KpailHel u30b1 — Majio eMy
OBLJIO HAYKU HE COBATHCS B KPAMHIOO, Ky/Ia BCera je3nu u HemIlbl. OH He MOT MPOCTUTH cede, 9To
Tak HeoOAyMaHHO 3a0pesl B 3Ty 3JI0CYACTHYIO JIEPEBHIO — IIydllle Obl MEpeIHEBATH TIe-TH00 B
KyctapHuke. J[a u BooOIe ¢ caMoro Hadajga 3TOTO 3aJlaHWs BCE TMOIUIO HE TaK, BCE HANEPEKOC,
KOTJla YyXX€ TPYAHO OBUIO HAAEAIThCcd Ha yAadHbId KoHell. Ho Toro, 4ro ciyduioch, MPOCTO
HEBO3MOXHO OBLJIO MPEICTaBUTh.

U Bce u3-3a CotHukoBa. Jlocaga Ha ToBapuIla, KOTopas Bce BpeMs nmpobuBanach B Pribake u
KOTOPYIO OH YCHUJIMEM BOJIH JIO CHX IO 3ariymiai B cebe, Bce OobIie 3aBiajeBaia ero 4YyBCTBaMHU.
Pribak yxe oT4eTIMBO CO3HABaN, 4To, eciau Obl He COTHHUKOB, HE €T0 MPOCTY/a, a 3aTeM U paHEHHE,
OHM HaBepHsKa Jo0Opaiuch ObI 10 Jeca. Bo BcskoM cityuae, monuiian Obl UX HE B3sJIU. Y HUX ObUIH
BUHTOBKH — MOXHO OBLJIO MOCTOATH 32 ce0s1. Ho ecnu yx ThI 1an 3arHath ceds Ha 4epAak, a B u3oe
KydJa JICTUIIEK, TOT/Ia U ¢ BAHTOBKOHW HE MMOKO pa3BEepPHEIIHCS.

Pr16ak KOpOTKO Tpo ceOst BRIPYTAJCS C I0CAIbI, )KUBO MPEICTABUB, KaK HETEPIEIUBO UX KIAYT
B JIeCy, HABEPHO, JJABHO YK€ MOI00paliv MOCIETHIE KPOXH U3 KAPMaHOB U TETEPh TyMArOT, YTO OHU
TOHST KOPOBY M MOTOMY TaK 3ajJiep>KuBatoTcsi. KoHeUHO, MOXHO ObI M KOpOBY. MOKHO OBI JJake JBE.
Pa3Be oH mpuxomua Korjga-imOo ¢ MyCTBIMH PyKaMH — BCETAa HaXOAWJI, JOCTaBaJl, BHIMEHHBAIL.
Jlocran Obl u ceiiuac. Eciu 061 He COTHHKOB.

C COTHUKOBBIM OH COMIEJICS CIIy4ailHO HECNI0 WU JTHEW JECATh Ha3al, KOT/Ia, BEIPBABIINCH
13 BOpKOBCKOTO Jieca, OTpsii MEepexoAuil mocce. TaMm OHM TOXKE 3aro3/1ajiy, BBIIUIA K JOpOTe IMOo-
CBETJIOMY M CTOJIKHYJIWCHh C HEMEIIKOW aBTOKOJOHHOW. HemIibl OTKpBUIM OTOHb W, CIEIIMBIIWCH,
Haualdu WX mpecienoBarb. YToObl OTOpBaThCS OT (alIUCTOB, KOMAaHIUP OCTaBWIJI 3aCIIOH — €To,
CoTHuUKOBa U eI1e 0JHOTO MapTu3ana mo Gamuiuu ['actnHoBUY. HO OO T MOTYT YCTOSITH TpOE
nepel HECKOJIbKUMHU JECATKAMH BOOPY)KEHHBIX IylieMeTamMu HemieB? OueHb CKOpPO OHU CTajlu
MATUTHCS, CNIa00 OTCTPEIWBAsCh M3 BHUHTOBOK, a HEMEIKH OTOHb BCE yCWIMBaJCs, W Pribak



nogymain: xaHa! Kak Ha Oemny, NpUAOPOXKHBIA JIECOK KOHYAICS, C33JM PACKUHYJIOCH OTPOMHOE
CHEXKHOE T0JIe C KYAPSBBIM COCHSIKOM BJaJIM, Ky/la TOPOIUIMBO BTSATHBAJIUCH MOTPEMAHHBIE OCTATKU
uX HeOONBIIOro oTpsiaa. MyapeHo ObUIO YIesIeTh Ha TOM I0JIe TIO OTHEM JIBYX JIECATKOB HEMIIEB, U
Peibak ¢ l'acTuHOBMYEM, HEPACTOPONMHBIM MOXKWIJIBIM MapTU3aHOM W3 MECTHBIX, KOPOTKUMH
nepedexKaMH MPUITYCTWIM TO Toit0. COTHUKOB e OTKPBLI TAaKOW YacTbIi M MEJIKUHA OrOHb I10
HEMI[aM, YTO T€ IO OJHOMY Hayalu 3ajerarb B cHery. HaBepHO, OH MOACTpENNI HECKOJIBKHX
¢puneB. Onu xe ¢ ['acTHHOBHUYEM TeM BpeMeHeM J00eKaiu 10 Kyuyd KaMHEeH B 10JI€ U, YKPBIBIIUCH
3a HUMHU, TOKE€ HayaJld CTPENATh M0 KyCTapHUKY.

MUHYT [T OHM TOPOIUIMBO OWJIM Ty/la M3 BHHTOBOK, TEM CaMbIM JlaBask BO3MOXHOCTh
oroexxatb M CorHukoBy. [lon aBTOMarHBIM OrHEM TOMY Kak-TO YAQJIOCh MPOCKOYUTH CaMbId
OIAcCHBIN y4YacToK, J0OekaTh A0 KaMHEH, M, TOJBKO yNaB, OH MOTHAJI MX Jajiblie. XOpoIlo, YTo
NaTpoHOB Torna XxBarano, COTHHKOB BCKOpE MOJCTPENWI €lle OJHOIO HE B Mepy HPBITKOTO
aBTOMAaT4yMKa, BBICKOYMBILEIO BIEPEAM APYTMX M TYCTO CBINABIIETO IO MO TPACCUPYIOLUIMMHU
ouyepeqsiMHU; Y OCTaJIbHBIX, HABEPHO, MOYO0aBMWIIOCH MPBITU, U OHU CTajM cAepxuBarb Oer. Tem He
MEHEE Kakas-TO ITyJsl BCE-TaKU HacTUIIA |'acCTUHOBHYA, KOTOPBIN KaK-TO CTPAHHO CEJ Ha CHETY U
noBasiwics Ha 6ok. K Hemy Opocusncss COTHUKOB, HO TIOMOIIb TOMY YK€ Obuta 6e3 HaJl00HOCTH, U
COTHUKOB C BUHTOBKOM yOUTOro MmycTUiIcs JOroHATh PriOaka.

OcTraBmmch BABOEM, OHHM 3ajielIM 3a HEOONBIIMM XOJIMHUKOM, TyT ObLJIO Oe3omacHee,
OT/IBIILIABIINCH, MOKHO ObUTO Oexath nanbiie. Ho Bapyr Peibak BcrmomHmi, uto y I'acTuHOBHYA B
CYMKe ocTajach ropOymika xjeda, KOTOpOH TOT pazkuicsi Buepa Ha XyTope. Bcio Henmento oHHM
roJjioflalid, U 3Ta ropOyIIKa Tak 3aBjajesia ero BHUMaHueM, uyTo PriOak, HEJ0Nro MOKoIe0aBIINCH,
nornon3 K youromy. COTHUKOB BBIABUHYJICS TIOBBIIIE W OMNATH B3sUI MO OOCTpeN HEMIEB,
npUKpbiBass TeM Prpibaka, OnaromoiyyHo NPOMOJ3IIET0 COTHIO METPOB, OTACSBINYIO HX OT
['actunoBrua. OHM TYT *Ke pazjaoMaiy ropOyIIKy U, TOKa IOTOHSUIN CBOMX, ChEJH €€.

Torna Bce obomwtock, orpsa ocen B [openom 6onore, u oHu ¢ COTHUKOBBIM, XOTS €Ie MaJIo
YTO 3HAJIU JAPYT O JIpyre, CTalld JEPKAThCA-BMECTE — PSIIOM CIAIM, €U U3 OJAHOTIO KOTENKa M,
MOJKET, IOTOMY BMECTE IOTIaIy Ha 3TO 3aJlaHueE.

Ho teneps koHery, 3To TouHO. He BaXkHO, UTO OHM HE OTCTPEIUBAIINCH — BCE-TaKU UX B3SUIH C
OpY’KHEM, M 3TOro ObUIO JIOCTaTOYHO, YTOOBI paccTpensaTh oboux. KoHeyHO, HM Ha 4TO Jpyroe
Pri0ak 1 He paccuMThIBaI, KOTJIa BCTaBaJ M3-3a MaKJIK, HO BCE XKe...

On xoren xuth! OH emie U Tenepb HE TEPAJ HAACKIbl, KAKIYIO CEKYyHIy KJIaj ciydas,
qT0Obl 000UTH CcyAbOy M cnacTuch. COTHHKOB YK€ HE MM JUIsi Hero OOJbIIOro 3HAYEHHMS.
OxkazaBIIKCh B IUIEHY, ObIBIINI KOMOAT 0CBOOOXAaJl €ro OT BCEeX MPEKHUX 10 OTHOIIEHUIO K cede
o0si3arenbeTB. Tenepp numib Obl OBE3J10, U coBecTh PriOaka mepen HUM ObLia OBl YUCTONW — HE
MOT € OH B TaKUX OOCTOSITEIbCTBAX CIACTH €Ille U paHeHoro. 11 oH Bce mapui ria3amMu BOKPYT €
TOM caMOil MUHYTBI, KaK MOAHSAJ PyKH: HAa 4yepAake, MOTOM B CEHSX, BCE JIOBUJI MOMEHT, 4TOObI
yoexxatb. Ho Tam y0Oexxath He ObIJIO HUKAKOH BO3MOXKHOCTH, a TIOTOM MM CBSI3aJIU PYKH, — CKOJIBKO
OH HE3aMETHO HHU BBIKpYYMBAJ MX W3 METIHM, HUYEro He moiydanock. M oH myman: mpokisTtas
CYIOHB, HEYXEH U3-3a Hee MPUJIETCS TOTUOHYTH?

A MOXET, CTOWJIO TMOMBITaTh CYACThsl CO CBsI3aHHBIMM pykamu? Ho mist aToro Hamo ObuIO
Oosee MOAXOAAIIEE MECTO, HE POBHSA/b, & KaKOH-HUOYAb TTOBOPOT, OBPAXEK C KyCTapHUKOM, KaKOM-
160 oOpwIB U, pazymeercs, Jiec. TyT ke, Ha Oemxy, OBIJIO YHCTOE TOJIe, MMPUTOPOK, 3aTeM J0opora
nouuia HU3WHOW. OfHaXIbl MONAJICs MOCTHK, HO OBpPaXKEK IPU HEM ObUI COBCEM HEIIYyOOKHH,
OTKPBITHIH, B TaKOM He ckpoenibcs. CTapasch HE OYeHb BEpTETh TOJIOBOW B CaHAX, Ppi0ak TeM He
MeHee Bce MpUMedall BOKPYT, BBICMaTpUBasi XOTh CKOJIBKO-HUOYAb MOAXOAsIIEe I odera MecTo, U
HE HaxXoJWJ1 HU4ero. Tak U0 BpeMsi, U UeM OHH OJMKe MOIbEe3KaIN K MECTEUKY, TeM Bce OoJbIIas
TPEBOra, OYTH PAaCTEPSHHOCTh OBJajieBasia PribakoM. CTaHOBUIOCH COBEPIICHHO OYEBHUIHBIM: OHU
MpOMaH.
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B ToMm, uTO OHuM mnpomnanu, COTHHKOB HE COMHEBAJCS HU Ha MUHYTY. I OH HampsskeHHO



MoOJTJall, MPUIABICHHBIN TSHXKECTHIO BUHBI, JIKABIIEH HA HEM JBOWHBIM rpy3oM — U 3a PriOaka u 3a
Hemunxy. Ocobenno ero 6ecniokomna Jlemunxa. OH myman TakKe U O CBOCH HOYHOU MEePEeCTperKe C
MOJIULIMEH, B KOTOPOM JTI0CTaIOCh KaKOMY-TO XOJOpoHKY. Pazymeercs, noactpenui ero COTHUKOB.

Brezkamu B mecreuko. Jlopora nura MexIy MOCaoK — JBa psjga KPUBBIX BepO ¢ obenx
CTOPOH TECHWJIH OOJNbIIAaK, MOTOM KakK-TO Cpa3y Havanach yiuia. belIo yke He paHO, HO Koe-Tae
eIIe TSHYJIHNCHh U3 TPYO JBIMBI, B MOPO3HOM JBIMKE HaJ| 3aWH]ICBEJILIMU KPBIIIIAMH HEBBICOKO BHCEIIO
XOJIOIHOE CcONHIlE. Briepeau yepes yauily TOPOIIIMBO MPOILIA KEHITUHA ¢ KOPOMBICIIOM Ha IJIeYax.
OToiias mo Tpomnke K oMy, 00epHYyJach, ¢ 3aTa€HHOM TPEBOTrOM BIVISABIBASCH B CAaHU C MOJUIASMHU.
B cocemnem naBOope BBICKOUMJIA M3 HM30BI MPOCTOBOJNIOCAs, B TalolIax HAa OOCYy HOTY JEBYIIKA,
IJIECHYJIAa HA CHET MTOMOSIMH U, TIPEXK/IC YeM IYTIIMBO UCUYE3HYTh B JIBEPAX, TAKKE C JIFOOOMBITCTBOM
OTJISIHYTach Ha Jopory. I7e-To 3ammBanach JlaeM cobaka; OECIPUIOTHO BO3HIMCH HAXOXTHBIIHECS
BOpPOOBHU B TOJBIX BETBAX, BepO. 37MeCh MuIa CBOs, HECIIOKOWHAS, TPyAHAs, HO BCE-TaKu OyTHUYIHAS
JKU3Hb, OT KOTOPO JaBHO YK€ OTBBIKIN 1 COTHUKOB U PhiOak.

Canm mepeexaqu MOCTHK M BO3JIe JICPEBSIHHOTO C ME30HMHOM JIOMa CBEPHYJIM Ha OOKOBYIO
ynouky. Kaxercs, nogbexanu. Kak Hu ctpanHo, HO COTHMKOBY XOTEJIOCh CKOpee Mpuexarb, OH
MYYHTEJIBHO 0350 Ha BETPY B MOJIE; CEICHHUE, KaK BCET/Ia, CYJIUIO KPOB U MMPUCTAHUIIE, XOTS Ha STOT
pa3 mpucTaHWile, pa3dymeeTcs, Oyaer Oe3 pamoctu. Ho Bce paBHO TSAHYJIO B KakKoe-HUOYIb
MMOMEIIEHHE, YTOO XOTh HEMHOTO COTPETHCSI.

Eme n3nanu COTHUKOB yBHUZEN BIEpPEAM LIMPOKHWE HOBBIE BOPOTA M BO3JIE€ HHUX IOJIALAS B
JUTMHHOM KapayJbHOM TYJIyTNeE, C BUHTOBKOM MOJ MBIIIKON. PS0M BBICWIJICS TPOYHBIA KaMEHHBIN
JIOM, HaBEpHO OBbIBIIAs JIaBKa WJIM KaKOe-HUOYIb YUPEKICHHE, C YETHIPbMs 3apEIICYCHHBIMU I10
dacany oxknamu. [lomumait, HaBepHOE, KT UX M, KOT/JA CAHH MOAbEXaH OIKe, B3I HA PEMEHB
BUHTOBKY U IIMPOKO paclaxHyj BOpoTa. J[Boe caHell BbeXxallld B MPOCTOPHBIN, OYMIIICHHBIA OT CHETa
JIBOP, CO CTapoi, 0OIIOIaHHON KOHOBS3BIO Yy 3a00pa, KAKUM-TO CapaldrKoM, JOMaTol yOOpHOU B
yrny. Ha xpbuiblie cpa3y ke NOSBWIJICS MOATSHYTHIM Majblii B HEMEIKOM KHWTEJE, Ha pyKaBe
KOTOPOTO OeJenia akKypaTHO pasTiiayKeHHas MOJIUIICHCKas TTOBs3KA.

— Ilpusesnu?

— A 10 Kak xe! — xBacTiuBO oro3Baiica Crack. — Mpbl na kabOel He mpuBesnu. Bor,
MpUHUMAN KPOJIMKOB!

OH JIeTKO COCKOYHJI C CaHel, HeOPeKHO 3aKMHYI 3a TUIEY0 BUHTOBKY. BOKpyr ObLT 3200p —
oTciofa yxe He yOexuinb. [loka Bo3unk u Peibak BeIOMpanucek u3 caHeil, COTHUKOB OCMaTpUBaI
JIOM, TJ€, TI0 BCEH BEPOSTHOCTH, UM TPEICTOSIIO y3HATh, modeM (yHT nuxa. [IpouHbie cTeHBI,
BBICOKOE€, TOKPBITOE KECTbIO KpPBUIbLIO, CTYINEHH, BEAyIME K ABEpH B MoaBal. B omHom wu3
3apeIIeYCHHBIX OKOH BMECTO BBIOMTBIX CTEKOJ JKEITENH KYCKH (paHEphl C OOPBHIBKOM KaKOMH-TO
roTHYeCKo Haamucu. Bce 3mech ObUIO MpUOpaHO-yOpaHO M ABISIO OOPA3IOBBIN MOPSIIOK 3TOTO
MOJIMIEHCKOTO THE3/la — CEJIbCKOrO OIUIOTa HEMEIKON BIAacTU. TeM BpeMEHEM MOJUIAi B KUTENe
BBIHYJI U3 KapMaHa KJII0Y U 1O CTyNeHbKaM HampaBWJICS BHH3, I7le Ha MOTPEOHON BEpH BUIHEICS
OTPOMHBIN aMOAPHBIA 3aMOK C TIEPEKIATMHOM.

— JlaBaii ux crona!

VYxe Bce moBcTtaBanu w3 caHeil — Crach, PriOak ¢ BO3HHIICH, — MOOAANb OTPSIXHBAIHCH
nonuIan U oOpedeHHo crosuia Jlemunxa, mpu Bujae kotopoil y COTHUKOBa OOJIE3HEHHO CKajIoCh
cepate. Co CBI3aHHBIMHU 32 CIIMHOM pyKaMH Ta CrOpOWJIach, COTHYJACh, CIIOJIBIIMKM TUIATOK CMSTO
Jexain Ha ee 3aTbuike. V30 pra Heneno Topyana CyKOHHasi pyKaBulla, U MOJIULIAN, CYIs IO BCEMY, HE
CTEIIMIIA 0CBOOOXKIATh €€ OT ATOTO KJIATIA.

COTHHMKOBY CTOMJIO HEMAJIOTO Tpyla 0e3 MOCTOPOHHEW MOMOIIU BhIOpaThes M3 CaHel — Kak
HU TTIOBEPHUCH, O0JIBIO 3axoauiack Hora. [IpeBo3morast 601b, OH BCe-TaKH BbLJIE3 HA CHET U J[Ba pa3a
MPBITHYA Bo3jie caHeil. OH HaMepeHHO nofoxaan JleMunxy u, Kak TOJbKO Ta MOPABHSIACH C HUM,
OTUYXKJICHHO M30erass ero B3MIsANa, MOAHSUI O0¢ CBA3aHHBIE BMECTE€ PyKH W JCPHYJ 3a KOHEI]
PYKaBHIIBI.

— Te1 ur0? Tl 4yTO, UMyp?! — B3BONWIM C33J{, U B CJIEIYIOIIEE MTHOBEHHE OH TOPYMS
MOJIETEIT B CHET, COUTHIH KECTKUM yIapOoM MOIUIIEHCKOTO carora.

Anickast 607b B HOTE pazberxarnach 1Mo ero Tely, TOTEMHENO B TIa3aX, OH MOJI4a CIIEIUI 3yOHl,



HO HE YIMBWICSA U He o0uaeics — MPUHSUIT yiap Kak 3acinykeHHbl. [loka oH, 3aiiiice B AaBsIeM
Kallle, MEJUICHHO IOJHUMAJICSI Ha OJHO KOJIEHO, TJE-TO PAIOM 3J00HO MaTepuics CTaplIuil
MIOJIMLIAM:

— AX TbI, BIpoJIoK komuccapckuit! b 3actynHuk Hamenca. Cracs! A Hy B mtyOy ero! K
bynuie!

Bce Tot ke 50BKMiA, HCTIOMHUTENBbHBIN CTack moackounia K COTHUKOBY, CHJIBHBIM PBIBKOM
cXBaTuiI ero 1nox pyky. COTHUKOB CHOBA yMaJl CBSI3aHHBIMH PyKaMH Ha CHET, HO Oe3yIIHasi MoJoJast
CHJIa 3TOr0 MOJdHIasi OeCliepEMOHHO IMO/IXBaTHja, MOBOJIOKIA €ro Jajbllle — Ha KpPbUIbLIO, Yepes
nopor, B aBepb. O6eperas 6onpHyt0 HOTy, COTHUKOB CHJIBHO yAapuJics IjiedoM o Kocsk. Crach
OJTHUM JyXOM TMpOTAIIWI €ro MO KOPUAOPY, IMHYJA HOTOM CTBOPKY KakoH-TO IBEPH U CHIIBHBIM
PBIBKOM OpOCHJI €ro Ha 3aTONTAaHHBIA, B MOKPBIX ciienax noj. Cam jke Ha MpOoIIaHue pa3psauics
TPEXATAXKHBIM MAaTOM U C CUJION 3aXJIOMHY JIBEPb.

Bapyr crano tuxo. ChblHbI OBLIM TOJNBKO LIATH B KOPHIOPE J1a M3-3a CTEHbI NMPHUIIYIICHHO
JIOHOCWJICSI pa3MEpeHHbIN, OyATO OTYMTHIBAIOIIMKA KOro-To rojioc. IlpeBo3moras motyto Oonb B
Hore, COTHUKOB IMOJHsJI OT TOJNa JHIO. B moMmemnieHnn HUKOro Oonbliie HE OBUIO, 3TO HEMHOIO
0331a41JI0, U OH C BHE3ANHOM HAAEKIOW MIAHYA Ha OKHO, KoTopoe, OgHako, ObLJIO MPOYHO
3arOpOXKEHO JKEJIE3HBIMU TNpPYThAMU pemieTku. Het, orctoma yxe He yipems! IloHsB 310, OH
OTMYCTUJICSA Ha TI0oJI, Oe3 MHTepeca OomsiaAbiBas nmomenieHne. KomHara nMena oOBIYHBIA Ka3eHHBIN
BUJ, Ka3aJlach HEYIOTHON M IyCTOBaTOM, HECMOTpS Ha 3aCTJIAHHBIN CepbiM OAaHKOBBIM O/ESIOM
CTOJI, 0071€3710€, MPOCHKEHHOE KPEeco 3a HUM M JIETOHbKHI CTYJIBYMK BO3JI€ MEYU-TOUIAHIKU, OT
YEepHBIX KPYIVIBIX OOKOB KOTOpPOH IO I'yCTOE, Takoe MpHsATHOe Teneps Temo. Ho c3amu mo momy
pactekayiach OoT JBepH cTyka. COTHHKOB COAPOTHYJCS B O3HOOE W, CAEpXUBasi CTOH, MEIJIEHHO
BBITSHYJICS Ha OOKY.

«Hy BOT, TYyT Bce u koHuMTCs! — moxyman oH. — locmonu, Tonbko Obl BeIAEpkaTh!» OH
MOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO BIUIOTHYIO NPHONM3MICS K CBOEMY pyOexy, CBOEH IJIaBHOM YepTe, BO3Je
KOTOPOU CTOJBKO XOJWJI Ha BOWHE, a CHJ y Hero OblI0 HeMHOTO. W OH omacaics, 9To MOXKET He
BBIJIEpKaTh (PU3NYECKH, MOJIaThCs, CIIOMUTHCSI HAallepeKop CBOEH BOJie — JIPYroro oH He Oosuics.
BnoxHyB Termioro Bo3ayxa, OH Ha4yajl KalUIsATh, KaK BCETAa, A0 CYIOPOKHBIX CHa3MOB B IPYIH, 10
KOJIOThbSI B MO3T'Y — CaMbIM IPUBS3YUBBIM, «COOAUbMUM» KallLIEM, KECTOKO Tep3aBIIMM €ro BTOPOM
JneHb. Tak CKBEpHO OH JaBHO YK€ HE KallUIsUl, HaBEpHO, C JIETCTBAa, KOIJa CBOEH MpOCTyAon
NPUYMHAT CTOJBKO OECIOKOHMCTBA MarepH, OECKOHEUHO MEepekXHBaBIIeH 3a ero ciadble nerkue. Ho
TOT/Ia HUYETO HE CIyYMII0Ch, OH MEPEPOC XBOPh U Oojiee UIu MEeHee OaronoiIyyHo JOXKHII A0 CBOMX
JBa/IATH IIECTH JIeT. A Temnepb YTO K — Telepb 3/0POBbE YXKE HE MMEJO JJs HEero OOJbINOi
1eHHOCTH. [110X0 TONMBKO, YTO €ro XBOph OTHHUMAasa CHJIBI B MOMEHT, KOTJla OHU ObUIM €My Tak
HY)KHBI. 3a KallIeM OH HE pacclblliall, KaK B MOMEIIEHUE KTO-TO BOILUIEJN, MEPE]l HUM Ha IOy
MOSIBUJIMCH CaIlOTH, HE OYeHb HOBBIE, HO JOCMOTPEHHBIE, C aKKypaTHO MOAOUTHIMH HOCKAMU H
HAYUIICHHBIMU rojeHuIaMu. COTHUKOB MOAHSII TOJIOBY.

HanpoTuB crosinm ye HEeMOJOJOW YeOBeK B TEMHOM LMBUJIBHOM MHJXKAaKe, NMPHU TaJlCTyKe,
MOBSI3aHHOM Ha HECBEXYI0, C OJIEKJIOH MOJOCKOW COPOUYKY, B BOEHHOIO MOKpOS JMArOHaJIEBBIX
Opumkax. Bo B3misige ero MajeHbKUX, OYEHb MPHUCTAIBHBIX IJIa3 OBLJIO 4YTO-TO XO3SHCKOE,
CIIOKOMHOE, B MEpPY PacCyAUTEIBHOE; TI0J HOCOM TONOPIIMIACH IIETOYKA KOPOTKO MOJACTPHUKEHHBIX
ycukoB — Kak y ['utnepa. «bynuna, 9yto mu?» — HemoyMeHHO nogyman COTHUKOB, XOTS HUYETO U3
TOTO YTpOXKAOILE 3BEPCKOT0, YTO MPUIHUCHIBAJIOCH MOJUIAsMU 3TOMY YEJIOBEKY, B HEM BpOJE HE
Obut0. OJHAKO YYBCTBOBAJOCh, YTO 3TO HadalbCTBO, U COTHUKOB Ce€Jl HEMHOIO pOBHeEe, Kak
MO3BOJIMJIA €70 BCE €I1e 3aXOUBILAsCS OT OOJIH HOTa.

— K10 3710 Bac? ["'amaHIOK? — CIPOCHIT YEJIOBEK CIEPKAHHBIM XO35HCKHUM TOHOM.

— Cracp Ball, — ¢ HEOXKUJAAHHO MPOPBaBLICHC HOTKOM kano0bl cka3an COTHHKOB, TYT K€,
OJTHAKO, MOKAJIEB, YTO HE BbIAEpKaJl HE3aBUCUMOTI'O TOHA.

HauanpHUK pelIUTENBHO paCTBOPUII IBEPH B KOPUIOP:

— 'amaHroKa ko MHe!

Karmrens cran yTuxarb, 0CTaBaJIMCh JIMIIb CIa00CTh U 00JIb, OUCHb HEYTOOHO OBLIO OMUPATHCS
0 TOJI CBA3aHHBIMU pykamMHu. COTHHUKOB MYYMJICS, HO MOJ4Yaj, HE COBCEM MOHUMAs CMBICI SIBHO



3aCTYITHUYECKOTO HAMEPEHMS 3TOT0 YEJIOBEKA.

B xomHaty BBammics TOT cambiii CTach W C MOAYEPKHYTHIM IMOA000OCTpAcTHEM ILEIKHYI
KaOJyKaMHU CBOMX IIETOJIbCKUX CaTOT.

— Cnymaro Bac!

XO035IMH KOMHAarbl HAaXMYypWJ HECKOJIBKO BEJIMKOBAaTbIM MJII €r0 CMOpIICHHOIO JINYMKA
BBIIYKJIBIH, C 3aJIbICHHAMHU JI00.

— Yro Takoe? Ilouemy omnsats rpydocts? [louemy Ha non? Ilouemy Oe3 meHs?

— Bunosar! — nBuHYN JOKTSIMHU U enie 6osbiie BhITSHYINCS CTack.

Ho mo Toit 6e3mymMHOI cTapareabHOCTH, C KOTOPOH OH Jenaj 3TO, TaKk K€ KaK U IO
OeccTpacTHOM CTPOTOCTH €ro HadyajdbHUKa, COTHUKOB cpa3y MOHSII, YTO Mepea HUM Pa3bIrpbIBACTCS
0e31apHbIi, paCCUMTAHHBINA Ha ypaka Qapc.

— Pa3Be Bac Tak mMHCTpyKkTHpoBann? Pa3Be 3TOMy y4HUT HEMEUKOE KOMaHJOBAaHHME? — HE
JOKHUJAsICh OTBETA, JAOJIOMI HAYaJIbHHUK TOJIMIAsi CBOMMH BOIIPOCAMH, a TOT B JIEJIAaHHOM HUCITyTe BCE
Kpyue BBITUOAJ Tpy/b.

— Bunosar! bonbiie ve Oyny! Bunosar!

— Hemeukne  Brmactu  oOecrieuMBarOT  IUIEHHBIM ~ COOTBETCTBYIOIIEE  OTHOIICHHE.
CrpaBennmBoe, T'yMaHHOE OTHOIIIEHHE. . .

Her, xBatut! Kak Hemenkwe BIacTH OTHOCATCS K IUIEHHbIM, COTHUKOB YK€ 3HaJl M HeE
creprkacs, 4ToObl He 000pBaTh BCIO ATY UX HEJEMYI0 CAMOJCSTEIbHOCTb.

— Hamnpacno crapaerecs!

[Tonuueickuii pe3ko o0epHYICsS B €r0 CTOPOHY, BUJHO HEAOCIHBIIIAB, 03a004€HHO HAXMYPHI
100.

— Uro BBI cKazanu?

— Yo capimanu. Pa3ssokute pyku. SI He MOTY Tak CHJIETb.

[Tonuueckuii eme HEMHOIO IOMEUIMII, CBEPJIS €r0 HAaCYIUIEHHBIM B3INIJIOM, HO, KaKeTcs,
MOHSUI, YTO OIAacaThCsl HE ObLIO OCHOBAHMM, W CYHYN PyKy B KapMmaHd. [lonlenuB KOHUMKOM HOXa
PEMEIIOK CYNOHH, OH OJHUM MaxoM Iepepe3ai €€ U cupsrtail HoK. COTHHKOB pa3HsUl OTEKILIUE, C
pyOllaMH Ha 3aIsCThAX PYKH.

— Yro eme?

— Ilnth, — cka3an COTHHKOB.

OH perni, Toka 6bUIa BO3MOXKHOCTb, XOTSI ObI YTOJIHUTD KaXKAy, YTOOBI IOTOM YK€ TE€PIIETh.

[Tonuuaii kuBHyN ['amMaHIOKY.

— Jlait BojbI!

ToT BBICKOUMJI B KOPUAOD, a MOJULAN 00OIIeN CTOI U HETOPOIUIMBO YCEJCs B CBOEM Kpeclie.
Bce Bpemst oH aeprkan cebst MOJUEpPKHYTO CAEpPKaHHO, HACTOPOXKEHHO, OY/ITO TaujI YTO-TO BaKHOE U
MHoOroob6emaromiee s apectanta. B3misg cBOMX OCTpbIX, YEM-TO 03a00YEHHBIX IJIa3 MOYTH HE
cBoau ¢ COTHHUKOBA.

— MoskeTe cecTh Ha CTYIL.

COTHHUKOB KO€-KaK MOJHSJICS C Mojla U OOKOM OIYCTHJICS Ha CTYJ, OTCTaBUB B CTOPOHY HOTY.
Tak crtasno ynobHee, MokHO OblTO TepneTb. OH B3A0XHYJ, MOBET B3MISAOM MO CTEHAM, INISHYJ 3a
MUKy, B YIOJl Y OKHA, HE cpa3y MOHAB, YTO UILET OPYIUs MBITOK — JOJDKHBI K€ OHU TYT ObITh. Ho,
K €r0 yAUBJIEHHIO, HUYEro, YeM OOBIYHO MBITAIOT, B MOMEUIEHUH He ObUIO BUAHO. Mexay TeM OH
YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO OTHOILIEHUs €ro ¢ HTUM IIOJULAEM YK€ IEpelUId TI'PAHMIYy YCIOBHOCTH H,
MOCKOJIBKY WIpa HE y/aajach, MPEACTOSsUT Pa3roBOp MO CYIIECTBY, KOTOPBIM, pazymeercs, oOerasn
MaJio IPUATHOTO.

Tem Bpemenem Crach ['amaHIOK mNpuHEC OOJBIIYI0 SMaJUPOBAHHYIO KPYXKKY BOJBI, U
COTHUKOB KaJJHO BBINWII ee 10 AHa. [lonumail 3a cTosoM TeprenuBo *Aaj, HaOIroaast 3a KaxIbIM
€ro JIBMKEHHEM, O YEM-TO BCE PA3MBIIUISI WIH, MOXKET, CTAPAJICS YTO-TO MOHSATH.

— Hy, no3HakoMuMcst, — J0BOJIBHO MUPOIIOOMBO cKazaj oH, korjga Crack BbIIEd.

— @ammnus mos [loptaoB. CiieroBaresnp MOJIULNH.

— Mos BaM HUYEro He CKaXeT.

— A Bce-Taku?



— Hy, WBanoB, nonyctum, — ckazaia COTHHKOB CKBO3b 3yObl: Ooesa Hora.

— He Bozpaxaro. [lycts Oymer MBanoB. Tak u 3anuiemM, — COTIACHIICS CJIEIOBATENb, XOTS
HUYEro He 3anucbiBai. — W3 kakoro orpsina?

Oro, Tak cpasy u npo otpsna! I[lpexne uyem uTo-n1O0 oTBeTUTH, COTHHUKOB IMOMOIYAI.
CnenoBatenb, HO-TIpeXHEMY OypaBsi €ro B3IVISIOM, B3SUI CO CTOJNA BBIMAUYKAHHBIH YepHHIAMH
JIEPEBSIHHBIN TIpecc, HEONpeesieHHO MoBepTen B pykax. COTHHKOB HEBUASIIE CMOTpEN Ha €ro
nanblbl M HE 3HAJ, KaK JIydlle: HayaTh UIPY B MOJAABKM WM Cpa3y OTKAa3aTbCs OT IOKAa3aHM,
9TOOBI HE JITaTh U HE MyTaTbcs. TeM Oosee YTo B €ro JI0kKb 3TOT, HABEPHO, HE OUEHb TTOBEPUT.

— A BBI IyMaeTe, 5 BaM CKaxy NpaBay?

— Ckaxellb! — HErpoMKO M C TaKUM BHYTPEHHHMM YyOE€XJEHUEM cKa3ajl CjeloBareib, YTO
COTHUKOBY Ha MHUHYTY CTaJo He MO cebe, ¥ OH HUCIOAIO00bs BOIPOCUTENBHO IMOCMOTpEN Ha
MTOUIIENCKOTO.

— Ckaxenip!

Hauano ne obGemano Huuero xopoiero. Ha Bonpoc 00 oTpsige oH, paymeercs, OTBE4aTh He
CTaHEeT, HO M JApYrue, HaBepHO, OynyT He yerye. CienoBarenb >KAall, PACCESTHHO UIpasi MPECCOM.
JIBuKEeHHs €ro XynabIX, TOHKHUX MaJblieB OBLIM CIIOKOWHO YBEPEHHBIMH, HETOPOIUTUBBIMH, ITON
CBOEM HETOPOIUIMBOCTBIO, OJIHAKO, W BbIAABABIIME THIATEJIBHO CKPBIBAEMYIO JI0 IIOpBI
HanpsokeHHOCTh. CTpaHHO, YTO € BUJLY Ol OBLI Tak Majio MOXOXK Ha Iajlaya-clieZioBaTelis, HaBEepHO
MMEBILIET0 Ha CBOEM CUETy HE OJHY 3aryOJeHHYIO JKU3Hb, a CKOpee HAllOMHHAJ CKPOMHOTO, JaXe
3aTpare3Horo CelbCKoro ciysxaiero. M B To ke Bpemsi OblJIO 3aMETHO, KaK APEMJIET B HEM YTO-TO
KOBAapHO-BEPOJIOMHOE, €XKEMUHYTHO yrposkarolee apecTaHTy. COTHHKOB ka1, KOIJja OHO HaKOHEI]
MIPOPBETCS, XOTS U HE 3HAJI, KaK KPEIKU HEPBBI ATOTO YEJIOBEKA U 3a KAKUM BOIIPOCOM CJIEIOBATEINb
CKHHET HaKoHell ¢ ce0sl MackKy.

— Kakoe nmemn 3aganne? Kyna mum? Kak 7aBHO MOCOOHUKOM y Bac ATa >KeHIUHA?

— Huxkaxkoit oHa He mocoOHUK. MBI cily4aiiHO 3alllIM K HEell B u30y, 3a0panuch Ha uepaak. Ee
¥ JIoMa B TO BpeMsl He ObLII0, — CITOKOMHO 00BsCHUI COTHUKOB.

— Hy, xoHeuHo, ciyuaiiHo. Tak Bce TOBOpAT. A K JIECHHOBCKOMY CTapOCTE BbI TAKXKE 3alllJIN
CIIy4aiftHO?

Bot kak! 3HauuT, y’K€ U3BECTHO U MPO CTApOCTy. XOTs JOHEC, HABEPHO, B TOT CaMbIil BeUep.
«[loxxanenu, Ha3pIBaeTCs, HE 3aXOTEM CBSI3BIBATHCA», — Moayman COTHHKOB. Brixoauso, ogHaxo,
YTO TOJHLAU 3HAIM O HUX KyJaa Oonblie, yeM OHU mpennonaranud, ¥ COTHUKOB Ha MUHYTY
cmemnazics. HaBepHo, 3To ObL1 paccurTaHHbIi X0/ B fonpoce. CrnenoBaTenb OTMETUI JOCTUTHYThIH
uM >¢dext, Opocun cBoil mpecc u 3akypui. Ilotom akkypaTHo mpuOpan co crojia MmopTcurap,
3a)KUTAJIKY, KPOIIKHM Tabaka CIyJ Ha MOJI U CKBO3b JIbIM YCTABHIICS HA HETO, 0XKU/1ast OTBETA.

— [a, cimyuaiino, — nociie nay3bl TBepo cka3zaia COTHHKOB.

— He opuruHaneHO. BBl e yMHBIM 4Y€JIOBEK, a XOTUTE BbIEXaTb HAa TAKOWM NPUMHUTHUBHOMN
mxu! Hamo 6bu10 npuyMaTh 9To-HUOYAb OXUTPEE. ITO y HAC HE MPOHUJET.

He npoiiner — Bugumo, tak. Ho uept ¢ auMm! Bynro on Hamesics, uto mpoiiget. OH BooOIe
HU Ha 4TO HE HaJesUICs, TOJIBKO XKaJlell HeCYaCTHYI0 JleMUHXy, KOTOpYI0 HEM3BECTHO KaK HaJ0 ObLIO
BBIPYUHUTb.

— BbI MOXXeTe moCTyNUTh ¢ HAMH Kak BaM 3alnaropaccyaurcs, — cka3an CorHukoB. — Ho
He NMpUMeIIMBaiTe crofa keHmMHy. OHa Hu nipu yeM. [Ipocto ee u3ba okazanach KpaiiHeH, a s He
MOT UATH JaJIblIe.

— I'ne panen?

— B Hory.

— 1 ne o Tom. I'ne, B kakoM parione?

— B necy. /Ia nus Ha3an.

— He npoiiner, — misas B ymop, oObsBUI cienoBareib. — 3anuBaere. He B secy, a Ha
OoJbIIaKe ATOI HOYBIO.

«YepT, 3HAET TOYHO WJIU, MOXET, JIOBUT?» — noayMasl CoTHUKOB. OH HE 3HaJI, KaK CJIEI0BAJIO
JIEp’KaThCsl Jajbllle: HEYIauHO COBpEIIb B MEJIO4aX — HE MOBEPUT U B MpaBay. A IpaBry O
Jemunxe eMy O4eHb BaXKHO OBLIO BHYIIUTH 3TOMY MPHUCITYKHUKY, XOTS OH U UYyBCTBOBaJ, YTO



BHYIIUTH ee OyJIeT TpyJHee, 4YeM KaKyto-HUOY/Ib SBHYIO JOXb.

— A ecnu s1, HapUMep, Bce 00BSACHIO, BbI OTIYCTUTE KEHIIUHY? Bl MoXkeTe 3T0 06emars?

['ma3a cnenoBaresis, BAPYT BCIOBIXHYBIIHE 371000H, KaXKeTcs, TPOH3WIN €0 HACKBO3b.

— 51 He 00s13aH BaM HUYEro oOBACHATH! S cTaBIIO0 BONPOCHI, @ BbI JOJKHBI HA HUX OTBEYaTh!

«3HauuT, HE yAacTca», — yHbUIO ogyMan CoTHHKOB. Pasymeercs, U3 CBOMX PyK OHHU HUKOTO
YK€ He BBINTYCTAT. 3HaKoMbIi oObruaii! Toraa, HaBepHO, nponana Jlemunxa.

— Hu 3a yT0 noryoure XeHIUHY. A y Hee Tpoe peosT.

— I'ybum He Mbl. ['yOute Bbl! Bbl ee B Ganay Brsanynau! Iloyemy Torma He momymanu o
pebsTax? — OLIETHHWICA ClleoBaTelb. — A Temepb MO31HO. Bbl 3HaeTe 3aKOHBI BEIUKON
I'epmannn?

«3akonsbl! JIaBHO M THI caM y3HaJl MX, MPOKIATHIA yOmogok? — moxyman COTHHKOB. —
HenaBHo emie, HaBepHoe, 3yOpmi coBceM Japyrue 3akoHbl!» OJHAKO TOCIEIHHA BOMPOC
MOJIMIIEHCKOTO TPO3BYYall HECKOJIBKO JABYCMBICIIEHHO — IOX0Ke, 4To IIopTHOB HE Mpoyb ObUT YTO-
TO MEPENIOKUTH ¢ ce0s Ha IyIeun Belnukoil [ epmanun.

COTHHMKOB NOMOJYAJ, a CJIEJOBATENb MOJHSIICS, OTOABHUHYJ KPECIO U TPOILIENCS K OKHY,
CKBO3b PELIETKY PAaCCEIHHO OCMOTPEI BO JBOP, TAE CIBIIIAIUCEH T0JI0CA NOMULIEHCKUX. OnATh OH
HOCHJI B ce0e 4TO-TO 3aTacHHOE, 0COOEHHO HE HAlupaj ¢ JOMPOCOM U TO JIM TyMaJ, KaK MOXHUTpee
MTOJIJIOBUTH €T0, TO JIM PAa3MBbILIUILI O YEM-TO CBOEM, [IOCTOPOHHEM.

B xopuzmope TsKeno 3aTonanu, MOCBILIAINCH Tojloca, pyranb. I1o Bcell BEpOSITHOCTH, TaM
KOTO-TO BeIM WIM Jaxe yHocwid. Korma Tomues mnepeMecTwiach Ha KpPbUIBLO, CIIEIOBATElb
SHEPTrUYHO OTYEKAHWII:

— Tak, xBatut wurpare B nparku! Hazosute orpsaa! Ero xomanampa! CBA3HBIX.
KonnuectBennslii coctaB. Mecrto 6a3upoBanusi. Tonpko He nmbITaiiTech nrath. HanmpacHoe nerno.

— He mHOrO0 1111 BBI OT MeHsA XoTuTe? — cKa3an COTHHUKOB.

HezameTHo 17151 ce0st OH 00paTUiICs K MPOHUU, KaK OOBIYHO MOCTYIAJ B MUHYThI HEIPUSATHBIX
o0bsicHeHMi ¢ aypakamu U Haxanamu. Koneuno, ans Cracsi wnM emie KOro-HMOyJIb M3 STHX
npeaarenieil ero MpoHus Obla 3a MpeleiaMd MX MOHMMaHMsS — Ha JTOr0 K€ HadallbHUKa OHa,
Ka)keTcsl, IEHCTBOBAJIa CaMbIM HaJyIeKalIuM 00pa3oM. J[o OpsI TOT, O/THAKO, CAEPKUBAJICS, TOJIBKO
OIHAX/Ibl KPUBO MEpeACpHYI TyOamHu.

— Kyna num?

— MBI 3a0TyIUITHCE.

— He nporiger. Jloxs! Jlato 1Be MUHYTBI Ha pa3MBbIILICHUE.

— He yrpyxnaiitecs. HaBepHo, y Bac MHOTO paboThI.

Tyt oH yramanm TO4HO. MOpPHIMHUCTOE JMYMKO CIIEIOBATENsl OISATh IMEPENepHYJIOCh, HO,
Ka)XeTCsl, OH yMell BlIaieTh co00i. OH /1a)ke He MOBBICKII TOJIoca.

— JKutp x0uenn?

— A uro? Moxert, nomunyere?

Cy31B MaJICHbKHE IT1a3KH, CIEA0BATEIb IOCMOTPEN B OKHO.

— Her, He noMuiyem. baHAUTOB MBI HE MUJTyeM, — CKa3aJl OH U BJIPYT KPyTO ITOBEPHYJICS OT
OKHA; Teresl ¢ KOHYMKa CUTapeThl yraa U pa30uics 0 HOCOK €ro carora, KaXeTcsl, ero BbIIEpiKKa
KoH4YMIachk. — PaccTpensieM, 3To 6e3ycnoBHo. Ho mepen TeM Mbl U3 TeOs caenaem komiety, Papi
cellaeM U3 TBoero moioznoro tena. [loBeiTssHeM Bee uibl. [locnenoBaTenbHO neperoMaemM KOCTH.
A TOTOM O0BSIBUM, YTO ThI BbIIAJ IpyruX. YToOBI 0 TeOe TaM, B JieCy, He IMHUOKO O€CIIOKOUIIHCE.

— He noxnaerech, HE BEIIAM.

— He Bbimams o1 — Apyro# BeiaacT. A cruiiem Bee Ha TeOs. [Tonsn? Hy kak?

COTHHMKOB MOJIYaJl, EMy CTaHOBWJIOCH IJI0XO0. JINIIO OBICTPO MOKPHIBAIOCH UCTIAPUHOM, Pa3oM
IIponajia BCS €ro CKIIOHHOCTh K UpOHUU. OH MOHSIL, YTO 3TO HE ITyCTasl yrpo3a, He MAaHTaX — OHU
CrocoOHBI Ha Bce. [Wmiep WX OCBOOOIMJI OT COBECTH, UYEIOBEYHOCTU U Ja)ke 3JIeMEHTApHOU
JKUTEMCKON MOpaM, UX 3BEpPHUHAs CHUJa OTTOTO, KOHEYHO, yBeInymiIack. OH ke nepes HUMH TOJIbKO
yenoBeK. OH oOpeMeHeH MHOTMMHU OOS3aHHOCTSIMHU TMepel JIOIbMU U CTPAaHOW, BO3MOXKHOCTH
CKpbIBaTh 1 OOMaHBIBATh y HETO HE CIUIIKOM OoJbIIMe. BbIIo SICHO, YTO MX Cpe/icTBa B 3TOM O0proOe
OKa3ajJiCh HE pPaBHBIMH, MPEUMYIIECTBO OBUIO HAa CTOPOHE MPOTHBHMKA: BCE, YTO BBICTABIISII



COTHHKOB, ¢ HEOOBIYAWHO JIETKOCTHIO OMPOKUIBIBAT CIICAOBATENb.

PaccraBuB HOTH B 00BHCIINX Ha KOJIEHAX Opumkax, [IopTHOB BIiepws1 B TIEr0 OCTPHIMA, TETIEPh
YK€ OTKPBITO HEMpPHs3HEHHBIH B3I U >kaan. COTHHUKOBY OBUIO YEPTOBCKH TPYIHO, Ka3alocCh,
OTSITh YXOAWT CO3HAHWE, OH OOJMBAJICS XOJOMHBIM IMOTOM M MYYHMTEIBHO IMOAOWpai CIOBa JJIS
OTBETa, YYBCTBOBAN: 3TO OyayT mocleAHue ero ciosa. [IpaBas pyka cremoBatels MeAIeHHO
MOTSAHYJAach K Mpecc-Nanbe Ha CTOJE.

— Hy?

— CBonoun! — He Haas HUYETo JPYroro, BeIIaBmI U3 cedss COTHUKOB.

CrnenoBarenb HECKONBKO TMOCIIEITHEE, YeM HaJ0 ObLIO, CXBATHJ MPECC-TMANbe U MPUCTYKHYI
UM TIO CTOJTy, OYATO CTaBWJI TOCJICTHIOI0 TOYKY B 3TOM OECKPOBHOM M TEM HE MEHEEe CTPAITHOM
JI0TIpOCE.

— bynuiy ko MHe!

B xopunope 3b14HO paznanock: «bynuny kK rocnoauHy ciegoBarento!y, mocie yero [lopTHoB,
000 cTo, CrioKoHO ycencs B kpecie. Ha CoTHHKOBa OH yke He cMOoTped, OyATO ero u He ObLIOo
TyT. OH 3akypui. Caaercs, ero Mruccus Obliia 3aKOHYEHA, HAUMHAIOCh BTOPOE OT/IEICHHE JOMPOca.

Bremrne crapasch ocTaBaTrbesi CIOKOWHBIM, COTHHKOB BECh HAIPSATCS, KaK TOJIBKO OTBOPHIIACH
JIBEpb U Ha mopore nosiBuics byauna.

BeposaTHo, 370 ObL1 3A€IIHUI MOMUIEHCKUH Manady — MOTy4uid, OyHBOIOMOAOOHBIN JETHHA C
KOCTJISIBBIM, OYy[ATO JOMIAAWHAS MOpIa, JHUIOM. HempusiTHO mopakan BeCh €ro KPeTUHUYECKU-
CBUPENBIN BUJ, HO OCOOCHHO MyTraju BBUIC3IINE W3 PyKaBOB OOJIBIINE KOCMAThie€ KHUCTU PYK,
KOTOPBIMH BIOPY OBLIO pa3rudarh moakoBbl. HaBepHO, M0 YCTaHOBIIGHHOW 3€Ch TPaTUINH, BOUIS,
OH C IOpora MPUIIEIHIICS B )KEPTBY XMYPBIM B3TJISIOM HEMHOTO KOCHBIIIHX TJIa3.

— A ny!

OO0bsaTHIN c1ab0cThio, COTHUKOB MPOIOJKAT CHIETh, OTOABHUTAsI OT CeOS YTO-TO OE3yCIOBHO
yxxacHoe. Torma bynuna ¢ MHOTO3HAUMTENbHOM HETOPOIUIMBOCTBIO MIATHYA K cTyny. OrpomMHas
pyuHIIa MUAPOKo crpedia Ha 3amapiiei Tpyan COTHUKOBA CYKOHHBIE OOpTa IIWHEH, HAMPATIAch U
OTOpBAJIa €r0 OT CTYJBYUKA.

— A Hy, 6osbIIeBHCTCKAs THUAA!
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«Jloctykancs!» — moutu 310 nmomyman Peidak, korna Crack Ha nBope cxBaTii COTHHUKOBA U
MIOBOJIOK €ro B nomenieHue. OH AyMaj, 4TO CJEIOM IOrOHAT M HX C JleMuuxoi, HO s HHUX
MOJILIAU OTKPBUIM JBepH B mojaBai. [Ipexiae dem 3aroiikarb UX TyAa, €My pasBsi3alid pPYyKH,
BBITSIHYJIM peMenIoK U3 Opiok. JleMunxy >ke OCTaBWIM CO CBSA3aHHBIMU PyKaMH U KJISIIOM BO PTY.

— JlaBait Buu3! beictpo!

B monBane mapuna ThMma, WM, MOXeT, PbiOaky Tak mokazanoch Mocie JHEBHOIO CBETa Ha
ynuie. CHadana OHM OYYTWIHMCh B KAaKOM-TO CHIPOM KOPUAOPYMKE, HISAIIMN BHEpeau MOoauian
3arpemMer KeJIe3HbIM 3anopoM, U Pbibak, HATKHYBIIMCH HA CIIUHY JleMYuXH, OCTaHOBUJICS, IOTUPAS
HaOpSIKIINE 3yI0M KHUCTH.

— Mapu, mapur! Yero ctan? — HOATONKHYJ €r0 TOT, YTO IIEN C3aJd: OKa3bIBAETCA, MEPE
HUM YK€ OTBOPUJIACh HOBAs ABEPh B TEMHOTY.

Henarp Ob110 Heuero, PeiOak mpoTUCHYIICS MEXKIy ToJuIaeM U JleM4rnxoid, OracaiuBO BOTHYI
TOJIOBYy M OYYTWICA 3a IIOPOrOM KakOW-TO 3aTXJOW KaMOpKH. MUHYTYy OH HHYEr0 HE MOT
pPaccMOTpPeTh TYT, MaJI€HHKOE OKOIIIKO BBEPXY CJIEMO CBETUJIO Ha MOTOJOK, BHU3Y ke ObLI0 TeMHO. B
HOC YJIapWJIO Y€M-TO MPOKHUCIIMM, HECBEKHUM, COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MOXHBIM JUISl JbIXaHUS, U OH
OCTaHOBWJICS, HE 3HAsA, Ky[la CTYIIUTb JajblIe.

Czaau TeM BpeMeHeM JIS3THYI 3acoB, JleMunxa ocranach ¢ MOJULASIMHU, KOTOPBIE MOBENHU €€
nanpiie. M3-3a 1Bepu JOHOCWICS UX YIAISIONMIMICS, JEJT0BOM pa3roBop.

— A 6a0y kyna? B yrioByro?

— JlaBaii B yIJIOBYIO.

— Yro-10 mycTo ceronHa?



— Hewm1pl Buepa pazrpys3unu. OnHa )KuJ0BKa Ie-TO CUIUT.

Heckonbko mooOBBIKHYB B TEMHOTE, PbriOak paccMoTpen B yIily yesioBeKa. 3aHSTHIA 4eM-TO
CBOUM, TOT COCPEIOTOYCHHO BO3WIICS TaM, TO JIM Pa3/ieBasiCh, TO JH MOJCTUIAS MOJ] ceOs OIeKITy —
HaBEpPHO, TOTOBUJICS Jieub. ['yCTOM Mpak moJi CTEHOM COBEPIIEHHO CKPBIBAJI €T0, JUIIb CEAas TOJI0BA
4eJI0OBEKA J1a €r0 IUIEYd BPEMEHAMH IOSIBIISIIUCH B CKYTIO OCBEILIEHHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE.

— Capauce. Yero ctoars? CTosTh yKe HEUEro.

Pribak ynuBumics U gaxke Bpoae oOpagoBajics — rojoc CTapuka MoKa3ajcs 3HAKOMBIM, U OH
TyT K€ BCHOMHWI: crapocta!l Hy Tak m ecTb, B ymly yCTpauBaJICsl UX HEIABHUU 3HAKOMBIM —
JIECUHOBCKUH cTapocra [letp.

— W TB1 TyT? — HEoyMeHHO BbIpBasioch y PriOaka.

— /la Bot nomnazn. OBIy-TO ONO3HAJH, HY H...

«Tak-Tak», — cTy4yama B rojioBe y PriOaka OmHOCIOXHAsT MBICTB: BCE OBUIO TOHSTHO.
CrpaHHO, HO OH TOJBKO CE€WYac BCIIOMHWJI O TOW 3JIONOJIYYHOW OBLIE M TOJBKO ceiyac ¢
HEIPOCTUTENIbHBIM OIMO03/IaHUEM MOJyMaJl, YeM OHA MOXKET OOEpPHYTHCS JJIs €€ XO3sIMHA.

— A miput yeM TyT ThI? MBI ke 3a0paii CHIION? — HECKOJIBKO JIeJTaHHO yIUBHICS PhriOak.

CrapocTa 4TO-TO paccTeNni Mol coO0M, HO He JIET, a Cell, MPUCIOHSICh K CTEHE U MOYTH BECh
norpy»asich Bo TbMy. Ha craboM cBETy M3 OKHA OCTaBAJIUCh JIMIIb COTHYThIE €10 KOJICHH.

— Kak ckazars? Exiu 3a0panu, Tak Hajmo ObLIO J0JM0XKUTE. A ... Jla Teneps uto!.. Teneps
y2Ke BCE PaBHO.

Tenepb, MO-BUIUMOMY, JEUCTBUTEIBHO YK€ BCE PaBHO, TeMephb IO3JHO BBIKPYYMBATHCS,
nogyman Pribak. HaBepHo, moaunum yxe Bce H3BECTHO.

He paccreruBas nonynryoxa, OH YHbUIO OIMYCTHJICS Ha CJIEXKaIyl0 COJIOMEHHYIO MOJCTHIIKY U
TOYKE TPUCIIOHWIICS CIIMHOW K CTEHE. BBIIo COBEPIIEHHO HEMOHATHO, YTO AENaTh Jajblle, HO, KpoMe
KaK JXJIaTh, TYyT BOOOIIIE, HABEPHO, HUYETO HEJIb3sl OBLIO Jenarh. ToIbKO ceiiuac OH MOYyBCTBOBAI,
KaK 370pOBO M3MOTAJICS 33 UCTEKIIYI0 HOYb, €0 HAuajo KJIOHUTh B COH, HO MBICIH TPEBOXKHO
CHOBaJIM B TOJIOBE, He JaBasi 3a0bIThcs. BApyr oH momyman, 4To HEIIOXO0 Obl CTOBOPHUTHCS CO
CTapOCTOM M OTpHUIATh UX 3axon B JlecuHbl — mycTh Obl IleTp ckazamn, 4TO MPUXOAWIM APYTHE.
Ecnu pazobparbesi, Tak cTapocTe yKe BCE paBHO, Ha KOTO yKa3bIBaTh, a UM, BO3MOXKHO, 3TO €Il
nomorio O0bl. Kakoii-mubo BUHBI WK J1a)ke HEJIOBKOCTH MO OTHOIICHHIO K [leTpy Pribak HUCKOIBKO
HE YyBCTBOBaJl — pPa3Be BIEPBbIE €My TaKUM CIOCOOOM MPUXOIUIOCH A0OBIBaTh MPOAYKTHI? [la u
B3sUTH BCETO TOJBKO OBIY, U HE y KaKOH-HMOYIb MHOTOJETHOWH CEMbH, a Y CAMOIO CTapOCThl —
Obut0 0 yeM 3a0oTuThcs. C ITONH CTOPOHBI OH OCTAaBAJICAd COBEPIIEHHO CIOKOWHBIM MU TOJBKO
YAMBIISUICS, KaK 3TO CTapoCTa He CyMeJl OINPaBaThCs Mepell MOJIUIKEeH U MO3BOIWII cebs 3acauTh B
ATOT BOHIOUMH MO/BAI.

[Tpomen yac nnm 6onpie, COTHUKOB HE BO3BpaInajics, U Peioak He 63 KOPOTKOTO COKaJIeHHUs
noayMaj, 4YTo, MOXET, ero Tam u yoOunu. PasroBapuBath emMy HU O 4yeM He xoTenock. OH
YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BOT-BOT JIOJKHBI IPUIMTH U 32 HUM, U TOTJIa HAYHETCs caMoe Xyauiee. Bee nymas u
NPUKUABIBAS U TaK M JITaK, OH CTapajcsi HaWTH Kakyl-HHOyIb BO3MOXXHOCTb IEPEXUTPHUTH
TIOJTUITNIO, BBIBEPHYTHCSI COBCEM WU XOTS OBl OTTSAHYTH HPUTOBOP. UTOOBI OTTSHYTH MPHUTOBOD,
BUJUMO, UMEJIOCH JIUIIb OHO CPEJICTBO — 3aTSIHYTh CJIEICTBUE (BCE-TAKH JOJKHO K€ OBITh KaKoe-
To cneactBue). Ho mis sToro Hajgo O6but0 HailTH Beckue (hakThl, YTOOBI 3aMHTEPECOBATH MOJUIIHIO,
100, eciu Ta MOPELIUT, YTO el BCe ACHO, TOTa yXK JIep:KaTh UX He cTaHeT. Torna UM onpeneaeHHO
KOHeELl.

B nozaBasie ObUI0 THXO U COHHO, JIUIIb OTKY/Ia-TO CBEPXY JOHOCHIJIMCH TOJIOCA, TOMOT Camor B
3MaHMd. BpemeHamMu TOMOT CTAHOBWICA JOBOJIBHO TPOMKHM, YTO-TO HPHUNIYHIEHHO CTy4alo,
SIBCTBEHHO BPBIBAJICS YE€W-TO KPUKIIMBBIN rosnoc. Bes ata cymaTomiHas BO3HsA HaBepXy HE MOIVIA He
HarnoMHUTH eMy 0 COTHHKOBE, U y PriOaka My4HUTEIbHO CKUMAIIOCh CepAlle — OeHbIH HeBe3yuuil
CotnuxoB! Ho, mo-BugumoMy, Ta *xe ydacTh *Aaja u ero... [IpaBna, oH He XoTen aymarb 00 3ToM
— OH CcTapalics MOHATh, KaK YUTH OT paclpaBbl U, MOXET, emie u mocoouts CoraukoBy. Ho, BuHO,
Bce 3TO ObUIO HampacHo. CKBO3b MaJICHbKOE, YE€M-TO 3aCTaBICHHOE CHAapy>KU OKOIIKO B Kamepy
pOoOUBAINCH TYCKJIbIE CYMEPKH, B KOTOPBIX c1a00 Ope3 M0 CBETIOBATOE IATHO Ha 3aTONTAHHOM
cojoMe Ja Oefenia 1Mo OKHOM IOHHMKINAs rojoBa cTapocTbl. TOT HEMOABMKHO CHUIEN Y CTEHBI,



MOTPY3UBIIKCh B CBOU TOXE, pa3yMeEeTCs, HEBECEIbIe MBICIH, — TENepb KKl MepeKuBall 3a
ce0s.

— l'oBOpHIIH, KTO-TO MOJUIAsl HOUBIO MOPAHUI, HEU3BECTHO, BBKUBET JIU, — MOCIIE JI0JITOTO
MOJTYaHUS CKa3ajl CTapuK.

st Ppibaka 310 cooOrieHne He ObLIO HOBOCTHIO, OH TOJBKO 3a0bUT 00 3TOM paHEHUU U
TeTeph BCTPEBOXMIICA e1rie OosbIne. OIHaKo pa3roBOp MepeBes Ha APYyTroe.

— Tebs1 yxxe Opanu HaBepx? — CIPOCHII OH C POOKOW HANEXKIOH, 4TO odepeap Ha JOMpOocC,
BO3MOJKHO, €IIIe HE €TO0.

Ho crapocra TyT ke pa3pyLni 3Ty €ero HaJexIy.

— Ha nmonert? A kak xe! Cam [lopTHOB gonpammsai.

— Kakoii [TopTHOB?

— CnenoBarenb HX.

— Hy u xax? 3nopoBo 6unu?

— MeHns-1o He Owmn. 3a uTo MeHs OUTEH?

Pribak 3arauB AbIXaHWE CIYIIAT: XOTEJIOCh MO BO3MOXHOCTU MPEAyraiaTh, YTO JKIAIO €ro
caMoro.

— DOtot IlopTHOB, ckaxy Tebe, XUTpBIM Kak 4yepT. Bce 3HAET, — COKPYIICHHO 3aMeTHII
CTapHK.

— Ho TbI 5x€ BBIBEpHYJICS.

— A 4to MHe BeIBOpaunBathcs! BuHBI 32 MHOUM HUKakoil HEeT. UTo mepen 6oroM, TO U mepen
JIFOOBMU.

— Taxkoli 6e3rpemHbIii?

— A B ueM moi rpex? Uto He moOer nokiaabiBath mpo oBily? Tak s cTap yxke MO HOYaM
Oerath. lllecThaecsaT ceMb JIET UMEIO.

— Ja-a, — B3moxHyn Peibak. — 3HAYUT, KOKHYT. JTO Yy HHUX MPOCTO: MOCOOHUYECTBO
nmapTU3aHaM.

Bce Tem ke 6ecctpacTHbIM TonocoM [letp ckazan:

— Hy uTo x, 3Ha4nT, cyap6a. Kyna nenemnbcs. ..

«Kaxkas mokopHoCTh!» — moayman PeiGak. Brmpouewm, miecThAecsaT ceMb JIET — CBOE YkKe
MPOXMUJI. A TYT BCEro JBAAIATH MIECTh, XOTEJIOCH OBbI €11e HEMHOTO MOXKHUTh Ha 3emiie. He crombko
CTpAILIHO, CKOJIBKO MPOTUBHO JIOKUTHCSI 3MMOM B IPOMEP3IIYIO MY ...

Her, nago 6opotscs!

A 4T0, eciu Ko BCei 3TOM McTOpuu MpUIyTaTh cTapocty? B camom perne, ecinu npeacTaBUTh
€ro MapTU3aHCKUM areéHTOM HJIA XOTSI OBl TOCOOHMKOM, CKa3aTh, YTO OH Y)K€ HE BIIEPBBIC OKA3bIBACT
YCIIYTH OTpsiy, HAIPaBUTh CJIEJICTBUE MO JIOXKHOMY IyTHU? HauHyT JOMOJHUTENBHO pacciaeoBaTh,
MOHAA00SATCS HOBBIE CBHJICTENM W TMOKa3aHUs, mpoiner Bpems. HasepHo, Iletpy 3To He ciumikoM
npuOaBUT €T0 BUHBI TIEpE] HEMIIAMH, & UM JIBOMM, BO3MOXHO, U TIOMOYKET.

[IpenaBmmch CBOMM pPa3MBIIIUICHHUSAM, OH BIAPYT BCTPETICHYJICS OT HEOXKHIAHHOCTH — PSJIOM
THUXOHBKO 3alllypIliajia cojioMa, U 4TO-TO KUBOE U MSTKOE MEepPEeKaTUIIOCh yepe3 ero canor. Crapocra
B yIi1y Ope3miuBo ABUHYN Horoi: «Kbimi, Xonepa Ha Bac!», U B TOT ke MOMEHT PriOak yBuaen mosu
cteHoi kpbicy. LlycTpblii ee KOMOK € JUIMHHBIM XBOCTOM MPOIIMBITHYJI KpaeMm Iojla U HCYe3 B
TEMHOM YTITy.

— PazBenoch ux TyT, — ckaszan lletp. — U Ha mrozneit He CMOTPST — HOCSTCS, KaK XOJIEpbI
kakue. HaBepno, eme MikoBel. Korga-to Tyt naBka Obuta. Mika konders! mpogasai. [lotom cenbrio
OTKpbUTH. CKOJIBKO TIOMEHSIIOCH MOPSIIKOB, @ KPBICHI BCE LITHBIPSIOT.

— Kpsicam Teneppb TOJIBKO U IITHBIPSTH.

— Hy. Komy ke ux BoIBOIUTH? UenoBeK 3a YETOBEKOM OXOTHTCS — HE JI0 KPbIC. AX ThI O0Ke
MOH. ..

Tonbko OH ycmeln cKa3aTh 3TO, KaK I7Ie-TO 3a JBEPBHIO MOCIBIMIAJICS TOMOT IIAroB, 3HAKOMO
OpSIKHYJT 3aCOB, U CKOPO B IJIa3a SIPKO yAapujl CBET 3UMHETO JHS. B CHSHHM 3TOrO CBETa Ha MOpOore
nosiBUIIachk mojpkapas purypa Cracs B MOAMNOSICAHHOM apMeHCKOM OyIiaTe, ¢ 3aKUHYTHIM 32 I1JIeU0
KapaOUHOM.



— Hy, rne nBaii 6anaut? K cienosarento!

[Tonuaii XOXOTHYJ KOPOTKO M MPOTHBHO, a B Pbibake YTO-TO MyYHTEIHHO IMEPEBEPHYIIOCH
BHYyTpU. HaBepHO, C M3IMIIHEH NOCIHEMIHOCTHIO OH BCKOYWJI Ha HOTM M IIOLIEN Ha BbI30B. B
CO3HAHWHU €r0 HEJEeNoi TpeBOroi mpomenbkHynl Borpoc: rae CorHukoB? CHavana ke, HaBEpHO,
JOJDKHBI OblTH npuBecTH COTHHUKOBA, a TIOTOM YK€ B3sTh Ha gomnpoc ero. Mium, moxet, CoTHHKOBa
yxxe younu?

OH NOKOpHO MOJOIIeN K CTyMEeHbKaM, 000xk/ai, nmoka Crach 3aKpbUl 32 HUM JABEPh, IIOTOM
BIIepeld KOHBOMpa ObICTpO B30ekan HaBepxX. J[BUrajics OH MOYTH MEXaHHUYECKH, 0e3 BCIKOTO
y4acTHs CO3HAHMs, HE 3aMedas HU4ero BOKpyr. UyBcTBoBasl cedst oTBpaTtuTeabHo. Het, 310 He 66110
CTpaxoM: €ro JOHUMaJlo Oeccuine, HEBO3MO)KHOCTh NMPUOETHYTh K HCIBITAHHOMY CpEACTBY —
cHJie, YTOOBI MO-COJATCKU MOCTOATH 3a ce0s. OTCyTCTBHE BCAKOrO BIOOpA MPEAEIHHO CY3HIIO €To
BO3MOYKHOCTH, MBICIIb OTHOCHUTEIBHO CTAapOCThl OCTajach JIMIIb HAMEPEHHEM — OH He MpOoyMal
€€ KaK CJIEAYEeT, HUUYEro HE pEIIN KOHKPETHO U TENEpPh HEC K CIIENOBATENIO IOJHOE CMATEHHUE B
JTyTIIe.

— Bot nonymry6o4dek ¥ CKUHeIllb, — C CHJIOW XJIONHYN ero mno miedy Crack. — A HHUYEro
nonymryoouek, ei-6ory. U camoru! Hy, canmoxkum-to s 3a0epy. A TO >Xallb TakWe TpEMaTh,
npaaa? — cKa3ajl OH JOBEPUTENBbHO, B3MAXHYB II€pe]] apeCTaHTOM HOTOM B J0OPOTHOM XpOMOBOM
camore. — Y Te0s kakoii Homep?

— Tpunuarb JeBsTHIM, — conran Peibak, 3aMemnsss Imiar: mocie CMpagHOro IojBaja
XOTENIOCh XOTh Ha/IbIIIAThCS.

— Xonepa, manoBaTbsl! Dif, B poT TeOe 0rnodiro! — BAPYT BBI3BEPUIICS MOTUIIAMN.

— HlIwupe mar!

Ocrteperasich Tymaka, PpiOak He cTall yOpsSIMUTBHCS — OBICTPBIM IIArOM MPOCKOYMIT KPBUIBIIO,
JIBEpH, HEJTMHHBIN MOIyTEMHBIH KOPUIOP C MOPAATHIM JHEBAJIBHBIM y TyMOOUYKU. CTach BEXKIIUBO
MOCTYy4aJl COTHYTBIM HaJIbILIEM B (PUIICHKY KaKOH-TO JBEpH:

— Moxno?

byaro Bo cHe, NmpenuyyBCTBYsl, KaK CE€Yac OKOHYATEIbHO PYXHET M PACCHIIIETCS BCA €r0
KHU3HB, PpI0aK MmepecTynuiI Mopor U BIepcs B3MIAI0M B MOTYUYIO I€4b-TOJUIaHKY, KOTOpas KaKHUM-
TO HelOoOpBHIM TpeA3HAMEHOBAHHWEM BCTajla Ha ero myTH. Ee kpyTble yepHOro 1Bera Ooka BceM
CBOMM TpaypHBbIM BUJIOM HAallOMUHAJIHM HeEJETbIil 00eNucK Ha Ybei-TO MOTuje. 3a CTOJIOM y OKHa
CTOSUT IIYIUIOBATBIA YEJIOBEK B MHJIKAKe, OH XKAajl. PpIOak ocTaHOBMIICS y Opora, mogyMan, He TOT
JIM 3TO TOJIMLAN-ClIeI0BaTelb, O KOTOPOM TOBOPUJI CTapOCTa.

— DamMunusi? — rapkHyJ 4eJlOBeEK.

OH ObLT SBHO paccep:keH YeM-TO, €r0 HEMOJIOJ0€ JIMYMKO HEeI00pO0 XMYpPHJIOCH, B3IV
UCTIOTIO0BS )KECTKO OIIYTbIBAJ apEeCTaHTA.

— Po10ak, — noxmymaB, ckaszas apecTaHT.

— T'on poxxnenust?

— JleBATHCOT IIeCTHAAIATHIN.

— I'ne ponuiica?

— Iloxg I'omenem.

CnenoBatenb OTOIIET OT OKHA, Cel B Kpecio. [lepxall oH cebs HaCTOPOKEHHO, YHEPTUYHO, HO
BpOJI€ HE TaK yrpoXkarollie, Kak 3To roka3ajaoch Pribaky BHauare.

— Canuce.

Ppibak cpenman Tpu mara M OCTOPOXKHO OIYCTHJICS Ha CKPUIYyYMH BEHCKUMN CTYIIBUUK
HaIpOTHUB CTOJIA.

— XKutb xouemb?

CTpaHHBI 3TOT BONPOC CBOEH HEOXHMJIAHHOCTHIO HECKOJIBKO CHSUI HampspkeHue, Ppibaky
JTaKe MOCIIBIIIAJIOCh B HEM YTO-TO OT IIYTKH, M OH HEJIOBKO IMOIIEBEIMIICS Ha CTYJIE.

— Hy xomy x xutb He xouercs. KoneuHo...

Opnako crefoBatelb, Kaxercs,, ObUT Jajlek OT TOro, YyTOObl IIYyTUTh, U B IPEKHEM TeMIIe
IIPOOJIKAJ ChIIIaTh BOIPOCAMHU:

— Tak. Kyna num?



OHepruyHas MOCTaHOBKAa BOMNPOCOB, HAaBEpHOE, TpeboBasla TAKOrO K€ TeMIla B OTBETaX, HO
Pri0ak onacasncs rnpo3eBaTh KakoM-TH00 MOABOX B CJIOBaxX CJIEAOBATENs U HECKOIBKO MEIJTHIL.

— Ilnu 3a mpoxykTamu. Hazio ObII0 MOMOMHUTS MPUIIACKL, — CKa3al OH U nmogyMmait: «Hept ¢
HuM! Kto He 3HaeT, 4To mapTu3aHbl Toxe eaT. Kakas TyT MoxeT ObITh TaitHa?»

— Tak, xopomo. [Iposepum. Kyna mum?

bbuto BUIHO, Kak cliefoBaTeNb HAIpArcs 3a CTOJIOM, IPUCTaJIbHO BIVISBIBAsACh B Maleiliee
U3MEHEHUE B JIMIE TUIGHHUKa. Ppibak, oqHaKo, pasriajui Ha KOJEHE MOy Moyymry0oka, mockped
TaM KaKO€e-TO MATHBIIIKO — OH CcTapaJyics 0TBeYaTh 00 yMaHHO.

— Taxk a70... Ha XyTOp 1uu, a oH BAPYT OKa3ajcs cnajeHHbli. Hy, momm Kyzia masa DT

— Kakoi1 xyrop cox:keH?

— Hy Tot, Kynbraes nnu xak ero? Koropslii nox jgecom.

— Bepno. Kynbraes coxoken. Hemipl coxmmu. A Kynbraii v Bce KyJbransita pacCTpeIsHbI.

«CrnaBa 0ory, He pHUJETCs B3SATh I'peX Ha JyIlIy», — ¢ o0JieryeHueM noaymai Peidak.

— Kak okaszanucs B Jlecunax?

— OO6bIkHOBEeHHO. Habpenu HOUBIO, HY H... 33K K CTapoCTe.

— Tak, Tak, MOHATHO, — coOOpa)xasi YTO-TO, NMPUKHUHYI CJIEOBATENb. — 3HAYHUT, LIUIA K
crapocte?

— Her, nouemy? Illnn Ha XyTOp, 5 *Ke cKazal...

— Ha xytop. IloHsaTHO. A KTO KOMaHIup GaHbI? — BAPYT CHPOCHII CIEI0BATENb U, OITHBIN
BHUMAaHUs, 3aMep, BIIEPUB B HETO KECTKUH, BCE 3aMeUarOLINil B3I,

Pr10ak mogymai, 4To TyT y>K MOXKHO COJTaTh — MyCTh MpoBepsT. PazBe uro COTHUKOB. ..

— Komanaup orpsiga? Hy stort... JlyboBoii.

— Jly6oBO#? — 1oyemMy-TO YIUBHIICS CIIEI0BATEIb.

Pr16ak mpomoKUTENbHBIM B3IISAIOM yCTaBWics B ero miaza. Ho He 3arem, 4ToObl yBEpUTH
clieIoBaTelIs B MPaBAMBOCTH CBOCH JKU, BaYKHO OBUIO MOHSTH: BEPAT €My WM HET?

— IIpoxBoct! Ve c JlyOoBeiM cHioxancsi! Tak s u 3Han! OceHbl0 HE B3sUIM, U BOT,
MOJKallyicCTa. ..

Pri6ak He moHsut: koro oH umeeT B Buay? Crapocty? Ho kak e toraa? BunHo, oH 31ech uTo-
TO HamyTall... OHaKO pa3MBIIUIATEH ObLIO HEKOra, IIOpTHOB CTPEMUTENBHO MPOIOIIKAI JOMIPOC:

— I'ne otpsan?

— B necy.

TyT yx OH oTBeTM] 6€3 Maneilien 3a1ep KU 1 IPsIMO M Oe3rpelIHo MOCMOTPEN B XOJIOIHO-
HACTOPOXKECHHBIE I1a3a CJIe0BaTeNsl — MYCTh YBEPUTCS B €ro aOCOIOTHOM MPaBIUBOCTH.

— B bopkoBckom?

— Hy.

(dypaku oHnu, 4to aH, cuaeTh B BOpKOBCKOM Jiecy, KOTOPBIM XOTS M OOJBILION, HO MOCIe
B3pbIBa MocTa Ha MciisiHke 00JI0KEeH ¢ YeThIpeX CTOPOH. XBAaTUT TOTO, YTO TaM OCTallach Tpymma
storo JlyboBoro, octaTku e uX oTpsna nepeOpajuch 3a IIeCTHAaTh KWIOMETPOB, Ha [opernoe
00710T0.)

— CKOJIbKO YeJOBEK B OTpsie?

— Tpuauars.

— Bpems! Y Hac ecTh cBeieHHs, UTO OOJIBIIIE.

Pribak cHUCXOIUTENbHO YABIOHYNCS. OH MOYYBCTBOBAJ HAJ00HOCTH MPOJAEMOHCTPHPOBATH
JIeTKoe NMpeHeOpekeHne K HEOCBEIOMIIEHHOCTH ClleI0BaTelsl.

— bbuio Gosbire. A ceifuac Tpuauars. 3Haete, 60H, MOTEPH. ..

CrnenoBarenb BIEpBbIE 32 BpeMsl I0IpOca J0BOJILHO MOep3ai B Kpece:

— Yro, nomunanu Hamu pedara? To-to xe! Ckopo myx-1epo MoJIeTUT OT BCEX Bac.

Pri6ak npomonuan. Ero HacTpoeHue 3aMeTHO TPOHYJIOCH B ropy; Kakuch, oT COTHUKOBA OHU
HEMHOTO Y3HaJIM, 3HAYUT, MO)KHO HAacKa3aTh CKa30K — IYCTh MPOBepsA0T. OMsATh ke ObUIO MOXO0XKE
Ha TO, YTO CJIeIoBaTeNb BpoJe Hayal JO0OpeTh B CBOEM OTHOILIEHUU K Hemy, U Pbibak momymar, 4to
3TO €r0 OTHOIICHHE HaJJOOHO KaK-TO YKPEIUTh, YTOObI, MOXKET, €Ille ¥ BOCIOIb30BaThCS UM.

— Tak! — CnenoBarenb OTKUHYJICS B Kpeciie. — A Tenepb Thl MHE CKaXH, KTO U3 BaC JIBOMX



cTpensut Houblo? Hamm Buenu, oquH modesxal, a Apyroi Hauai cTpensTh. To1?

— Her, He s1, — cka3an Pp16ak He CIHIIKOM, OHAKO, PEIIUTEIHHO.

TyT yke eMy MpOCTO HEIOBKO OBLIO OMPAaBABIBATHCS M TEM CaMbIM IMEPEKIaIbIBaTh BUHY Ha
CoraukoBa. Ho 4to xe — Opath ee Ha cebs?

— 3Hauur, Tot? Tak?

Otot Bompoc OblT ocTaBiieH UM 0e3 oTBeTta — Pribak Tonbko momyman: «Ytod Tl M3A0X,
cBosioub!» Tak xutpo noBut! Jla 1 Ha caMoOM felie, YTO OH MOT OTBETUTh eMy?

Bnpouewm, [IopTHOB HE O4YEHb U HacTauBall.

— Taxk, Tak, nonstHo. Kak ero hamumnms?

— Koro?

— HanapHxuxka.

damunus! 3aueM Obl OHa cTayia eMy HykHa, 3Ta pammmms? Ho ecnu CoTHUKOB HE Ha3Bal
cebs1, TO, BUIHO, HE CIeAyeT Ha3bIBaTh €ro u emy. HaBepHo, Hajmo ObLIO KaK-THOO COBpATh, Ja
Pr16ak He cpa3y coobpasui Kak.

— He 3Har0, — HakoHell cka3aji oH. — S He1laBHO B 3TOM OTpSIZE. ..

— He 3naems? — c¢ JjerkuMm ympekom mnepecnpocus [loptHOB. — A cTapocra 3TOT,
rooputllb, Cor4? Tak oH y Bac 3Ha4UTCS?
Ppibak Hampsr mamsiTh — KaXXeTcCsl, OH JaXe M He CcIblan (paMWINKA CTapoCThl WIH €r0

KIIMYKH.

— 4 "e 3Haro. Cnbllnan, B JepeBHE ero 30ByT [lerp.

— AXx, Iletp.

Emy mnoka3zanoce, 4to IlopTHOB 3TOT Kako-TO IMyTaHHUK, HO TOTYaC OH COOOpPA3MUIIL:
CJIEIOBATEIIb XO4ET 3aIyTaTh €ro.

— Tak, Tak. 3HauuT, ponom otkyna? M3 Moruiiesa?

— W3-nox I'omensi, — TepnienuBo nonpasuil Peibak. — Peuntkuii paiion.

— Qammns?

— Ups?

— Tros.

— Pri0ak.

— I'me ocraneHas Oanma?

— Ha... B bopkoBckoMm Jiecy.

— CKOJIBKO 710 HETO KHJIIOMETPOB?

— Orcrona?

— Ortkyna xe?

— He 3naro Toyno. KunomerpoB BoceMHaaLaTh Oy/eT.

— IIpaBunsHo. byner. Kakue nepeBuu psaom?

— [Hepeuu? [errapns, YassHoBka. Hy u oTa, kak ee... J{paryHsl.

[TopTHOB 3amIgHyA B JIEXKAIIYIO NIepe]] HUM OyMaxKy.

— A Kakue y Bac CBsI3U C 3TOH... OKyHb ABIMHbEW?

— Jemunxoii? Eii-6ory, Hukakux. IIpocTo 3anuim nepenpsararscs, Hy U MoecTb. A TyT Balllu
pebsrTa...

— A pebsta u HarpsiHynu! Mononis! pedsrta! Tak, roBopuIib, HUKaKUX?

— TouHO HUKAaKUX. ABrMHbBS TYT HH IIPH YEM.

CnenoBarenb 001p0 BCKOYMII U3-3a CTOJIA, JOKTSMHU MOJZIEPHYJI CIIOJI3aBIINE B MOSICE OPUIKH.

— He BunoBara? A Bac nmpunumana? Ha depaake npsarana? Yro, gymaenb, HE 3Hajia, KOTO
npstana? OtanuHo 3Hana! [lokpeiBana, 3HaYMT. A IO 3aKOHaM BOEHHOTO BPEMEHM 4YTO 3a 3TO
nojaraercs?

Pribak y>ke 3Haj, 4TO 3a 3TO IoOJaraercs Mo 3aKoHaM BOEHHOIO BPEMEHH, U MOIyMal, 4To,
MOYKaJTyH, IPUJIETCS OTKa3aThCsl OT HEMOCUIIBHOTO TENEPh HAMEPEHUS BBITOpoauTh [lemunxy. beuio
OYEBUHO, YTO HA KAXKIYIO TaKylO MOIBITKY ClieZioBaTellb Oy/IeT pearupoBaTrh, Kak ObIK Ha KpaCHBIH
JIOCKYT, M1 OH pemmi He Apa3HuTh. Jlo JleMuuxu U TYT, KOIJla HEM3BECTHO, KaK BhIKapaOKaThCs
camoMmy.



— Tak, xopomo! — CrenoBarens MOJONIET K OKHY U 00p0 MOBEPHYJICS Ha KaOlyKax; pyKd
ero ObUTM 3aCyHYThl B KapMaHbl OpIOK, MUIKaK Ha TPyIMd HIMPOKO pacmaxHyicsi. — Mel eme
MIOTOBOPUM. A BOOOIIE TOJDKEH MPU3HATh: MApeHb Thl C TOJI0BONW. BO3MOXXHO, MBI COXpaHUM Tebe
*u3Hb. Ut0, He Bepumb? — CretoBaTellb HPOHUYECKH YXMBUIbHYIICA. — MBI MOkeM. 910 COBETHI
HUYETO HE MOITIM. A Mbl MOJKEM Ka3HUTh, @ MOXKEM U MIII0BaTh. CMoTps Koro. ITons?

OH moyTH BIUIOTHYIO NpuOau3mwics Kk Peibaky, U TOT, MOYyBCTBOBAB, YTO JOMPOC Ha TOM,
HaBEpHO, KOHYAETCs, MOYTHTEIBHO MOJHSIICS co cTyaa. CienoBarens ObUT eMy IO Tuiedo, U Peibak
MoAyMaj, YTO C JIETKOCThIO MpHUAyIIKI Obl 3Toro Mmanomepka. Ho, momymaB Tak, OH IOUYTH
UCITyTaJICA CBOCH TAaKOW HEJICNION TYT MBICIH U C JEJIAHHON IIPENAaHHOCTBIO B3IVISIHYJ B XKUBBIE, C
Ha4aJIbCTBEHHBIM XOJIOZKOM IvIa3a MOJIMLEUCKOTO.

— Tak Bot! Tel Ham pacckaxemb Bce. Tonbko Mbl mpoBepuM, He aymaii! He HaBpemns —
COXpaHsH )KM3Hb, BCTYHILb B MOJUIHUIO, Oy/Ielb CITY>KUTh BeUKoil ['epmanum. ..

— 517 — He noBepun Pridak.

EMy nokazanoce, 4TO 1Moj HOraMy Ka4dHYJICS ITOJI U CTEHBI 3TOTO 3aIUIEBAHHOIO MOMEIIEHUS
pasnanuch BMpb. CKBO3b MHUHYTHOE 3aMELIaTeNbCTBO B ceOe OH BAPYT SCHO OLIYTHJI CBOOOY,
IIPOCTOP, J1aXKe JIETKOE TYHOBEHUE CBEKETr0 BETpa B IOJIE.

— [Ha, te1. UTO, HE comacen? Moxewb cpa3dy He orBeuars. Mau nogymai. Ho momuu: ninm
naH, win nponai. ['amanrok!

[Tpexne ueM OH, OLIETIOMJIEHHBIN, YCIIeN OHATh, YTO OyJIeT Jablile, IBeph pacKpbuIach, U Ha
IIOpore BeIPOC TOT caMblil CTack.

— B noagan!

Crach TypalllZIMBO YCTaBUJICS HA CIIEIOBATEIIS.

— Tak 3710... bynuna xaer.

— B noaBain! — B3BU3THYI clieioBarenb. — ThbI 4TO, TITyX0i1?

Crace BcTpenenyIcs.

— SBonb B moaBan! butta, nponry!

PriOak BbIIIEN, KaK M BXOIWI, B KpalHEHl pacTepsHHOCTH, Ha 3TOT pa3, OJHAKO, YK€ IO
JIpyroil mpuunHe. XOTS OH €Ul M HE OCO3HaJl BCEH CIIOKHOCTH IMEPEKUTOro W B elle Oonbluei
CTENEHH TPE/CTOAIIECT0, HO Y€ UYyBCTBOBAJ OCTPO M pajocTHO — Oyaer xwuth! IlosBunack
BO3MOKHOCTB JKHTh — 3TO INIaBHOE. Bce ocTanbHOE — MOTOM.

— I'pl, 3HAuMT, OTKJIAABIBaeTCA? — JAEpPHYN ero 3a pykaB mnomymyoka Crach, Korja OHHU
BBIIIUIA BO JIBOD.

— Ha, otknanapiBaercsi! — TBepao ckazan Ppibak M BHepBbIE C BBI30BOM IOCMOTpEN Ha
KpacuBO€, N3/I€BaTEIIbCKU-YIBIOYUBOE JTUIIO MOTUIIAS.

ToT XOXOTHYJ XpHUIIOBATHIM, BPOJI€ KO3JIIMHOTO OJIESHUS, TOTOCOM.

— Huxkyna ne nenembcs! Otnamnis! JJoOpoBobHO, HO 00s13aTeNbHO — Tpelyxa u3 TeOst BOH!

«/lypHoit mn npukuasiBaetcs?» — noxymai Peioak. Ho Crack Teneps Mano G€COKOWIT €ro:
Y HETO MOSBWICS 3aLIUTHUK.
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CoTHHKOBA CIlacaia ero HeMOITHOCTh: KaK TOJNBKO byawia HaunHa MBITKY, OH OBICTPO TEPSLUT
co3Hanue. Ero omiuBanu, HO HEHAI0JTO, MPaK OMATH 3aCTUJIA CO3HAHUE, TEJIO HE pearupoBajio HU
Ha pEMEHHBIEC YepeCcCeIeIbHUKY, HU Ha CIIEIUaJIbHbIE CTAJIbHbIE UM, KOTOpbIMU Bynuna caupan
C manpleB Hortu. HampacHo mnpoBO3MBHIMCH TaK C Mojdyaca, JBOE MOJULEHCKUX BBITALIMIN
CoTHUKOBA U3 MOMEUICHUsI U OPOCHIIN B Ty KaMepy, K CTapocCTe.

Hekoropoe Bpemss OH Moiya Jekajdl Ha COJIOME B MOKPOHM OT BOIbI OJEXKIe, C
OKpPOBABJICHHBIMH KUCTSIMH PyK U TUXO cTOHa1. CO3HaHME TO BO3BPALIAIOCh K HEMY, TO NPOIAJAIIo.
Korna 3a ABepbio yTHXJIM MIAry MOJUIEHCKUX, K HEMY Ha KOJIEHSIX Momnoin3 crapocta [letp.

— Aii-sii! A g u He y3Han. Bor 4yro Hajgenanu...

COTHUKOB yCIHBITIAN HOBBIM BO3JIE€ ce0s TOJ0C, KOTOPHIM IMOKa3ajcsi €My 3HAaKOMBIM, HO
UCTEP3aHHOE €r0 CO3HAHUE YK€ HE B COCTOSIHUU OBIJIO BOCCTAHOBUTH B MAMSTH, KTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK.



Bripouem, uenoBek Bpozae Obul pacrioioxkeH K Hemy, COTHHKOB MOYYBCTBOBAJ 3TO MO TOJIOCY U
MOTIPOCHII:

— Bonp!

YenoBek, CIABIIIHO ObLIO, MOTHSIICS, HE CUIIBHO, XOTSI © HACTOWYMBO MMOCTYYaJl B IBEPb.

— Yeptu! He cnpuut HUKTO.

[Tnoxo coobpaxas yxe, COTHUKOB BCE K€ TMOHSJI, YTO TIOMOITH 3/1eCh He Oynet. I oH Hudero
HE Mpocuil OoJbllIe, MOrpyXKasich B 3a0bIThe U OCTABasACh OJUH Ha OJMH CO CBOMMH MyKamu. Bce
BpeMs OYEHb XOTEJNOCh NHUTh. Kakoil-TO TyCTOW 3HOWHBIM TymMaH OOBOJIAKMBAal BCE BOKDPYT,
COTHUKOB JIOJITO TAIllMJICS B HEM Ha BaTHBIX HOTaX, OKa HE YBUJEN y 3a00pa KOJIOJEI ¢ BEAPOM Ha
uenu. TakuMu e BaTHbIMH, O€CCUIIBHBIMU PyKaMHU OH OITyCKaJl 3TO BEIPO B KOJOJEL], KaK BAPYT U3
ero 4epHOW Oe37HbI C TPEBOXKHBIM (BIPKAHBEM OpPOCHIICS BPACCHINMHYIO IIyCTPBIA KOIIaYMi
BbIBOJJOK. COTHHUKOB TepIEeTh HE MOTI KOLIEK M MOYTH B MCIIyre OTHPSHYI OT Cpyda, MEUIEHHO
npUxos B cebs. 3aTeM OH KaKUM-TO 00pa3oM OUyTHJICS Ha YIHUIIE UX JOBOCHHOTO TOPOJKA U BAPYT
yBUzen nepen codoit PenpknHa, JaBHUIIHETO CBOETO OpJUHApLa, KaK pa3 HEeCLIero CBSI3KY MOKPBIX,
HaroJIHEHHBIX BOAOH (usir. COTHUKOB CXBaTUJICS 3a OAHY M3 HHUX, HO (iAra B ero pykax cpasy ke
IpeBpaTHIach B MPOTHUBOTA3HYIO CYMKY, @ B CYMKe Kakas e BOJa. ..

CrycTs HEKOTOPOE BpEMs OH BCE-TAaKM A0XKJIAJICS KOTEJIKa C BOJOM M JOITO0 U MYYHUTEIBHO
mwi. Ho Boja Oblna Temiasi, HEBKYCHas, OHa HE YTOJsla KaX/bl, TOJBKO MPOTUBHO HAIOJHSIA
XKeNynoK. BoxieneHHoe 3To MuThe He MPUHECIIO eMy 00JIeryeHus, JIUIIb YCUINIO MyKH, €ro CTajio
TOIIHUTh. bBBIJIO OYeHBb KapKo OT MOJYAEHHOTO COJIHLIA, B OKOMYHUKE, I7I€ OH CTOSJI, BCIOLY
NIEPECHINIAJICS PACKAJICHHBIM MECOK C KJIOYKAMM CyXOM Koytoueil TpaBbl. OH HHYYTh €II€ He
HanWiICs, Kak pSJIOM TMOCIHBIIIANCS OKPUK PYKOBOAMTENS CTpenbOaMu MOIKOBHHKa JlornHOBa:
«Temn! Temn!» CoTHHKOBa 3TO YAMBHIO U 0OECHOKOUIO OJHOBPEMEHHO: MOKA3al0Ch CTPAaHHBIM,
KaK OH MOT OTBJIEYbCSI Ha 3TOT BOJOIOI BO BpeMs cTpenbObl? OH HCITyrajcs, YTO He YJIOXKUTCS B
TEMII TIOAAYM KOMAaHJ, KOTOPbIH BMECTO IIOJAraBIIMXCS IIECTM — JECATH CEKYH], HaBEpHO,
MePEeBaINIT 38 MUHYTY.

[ToroM ero BUIEHUS CTalIU TYCKHETb, CO3HAaHUE 3aBOJIOKJIO OECCMBICITHUIICH, 32 KOTOPO e/Ba
MPOOMBAINCH YCKOJIb3AIOIINE MPUUYUIUBbIE 00pa3bl, YCUIUBAIOIINE U O€3 TOr0 HECTEPIUMBIE €ro
CTpajaHusl. ..

Korna B kamepy BepHynu Pribaka, COTHUKOB, KaK TPYyI, THXO JieXKall Ha COJIOME, C TOJIOBHI J0
ST HAKPBITHIA MIMHENbI0. PhIOak cpasy ke OMmyCTHIICS PSIOM, OTKHHYI MOy HIMHENH, TOMPaBUII
emy pyky. CnomanHble nanbibl COTHUKOBA CIUIUIMCH B KPOBABBIX CI'YCTKaX, M OH YXAacHYJICS IpU
MBICJIH, YTO TO € caMOe€ MOIVIM cJliesiaTh M ¢ HUM. Ha mepBbIil pa3 pacrnpaBa KakuM-TO 00pazom
MuHOBaja ero. Ho uto Oyner 3aBrpa?

— XJonen, TyT 370... Boxel Hajo... — cka3an u3 ymia Iletp, noka Crach 3anupan aBepb.

— 51 TebOe He XJomel, a rOCIOANH noymiai! — 310080 3ameTri Crack.

— Ilyckay nonuuai. M3sunure. YenoBek moMupaer.

— Tyna u nopora 6annury. TeGe Toxe.

C rpoMOBBIM I'POXOTOM 3aXJIOIHYJAach JBEPh, CTAJI0 TEMHO; [leTp, B3NOXHYB, OMyCTHIICS HA
COJIOMY B YIIIY.

— 3Bepu!

— Tuxo Be1! — ckazan Pribak. — Ycmsimar.

— Ilycts capimar. Yero yx 0oaThes. ..

3akpbulach U Hapy’KHas JIBEpb, Ha CTyMEHbKaxX 3arioxJind mard nonunasg. Crenanoch O4eHb
THUXO, W CTAJIO CJIBIIIHO, KaK HENOJAJE€Ky, B MOABAJE, KTO-TO THUXOHBKO IUIAKal — KOPOTKHE
BCXJIMIIBIBAHUS, TAy3bl, — HABEPHO, peOCHOK WM, BO3MOXHO, >KeHIIMHa. Ha conome Bce eme B
3a0BITHH MPOMBIYAI 4TO-TO COTHUKOB.

— Ha-a, aToro u3yBeuwnn. Benkuser nmu? — ckaszan [lerp.

Pribak mogyman: «Bpsin mu oH BeDKUBET». M BAPYT €My OTKPBUIOCH YPE3BBIYANHO YETKO U
cuacTiuBo: ecinu COTHUKOB YMPET, TO €ro, PriGaka, maHchl 3HAYUTENbHO yinydmarcs. OH CMOXeT
CKa3aTh YTO B3yMaeTCsl, APYTUX 3/1€Ch CBUJIETENIECH HET.

KoHneyHo, oH moHuMan BCIO OeCuelIOBEYHOCTh 3TOrO OTKPBITHS, HO, CKOJIBKO HHU JyMal,



HEU3MEHHO BO3BpAIaJICA K MBICIIH, YTO Tak Oyaer mydiie emy, Peibaky, na u camomy COTHUKOBY,
KOTOpOMY IIOCJIE€ BCEro, YTO CIY4YHJIOCh, BCE€ PaBHO YK€ He XuTb. A PpiOak, MOXeT, emie H
BBIBEPHETCS 51 TOTNA YK HABEPHSIKA PACCUUTAETCA C STUMHU CBOJIOYAMM 3a €0 JKU3Hb U 32 CBOU
cTpaxu Toxke. OH BOBce He coOupalics BbIaBaTh UM MAapTH3aHCKHUX CEKPETOB, HU TeM Oolee
MOCTYMNAaTh B MOJHIIMIO, XOTS M TIOHUMAJ, YTO YKJIOHUTKCS OT Hee, BUIHO, OyAeT He mpocto. Ho emy
Ba)XHO ObUIO BBIUTPATh BPEMsSI — BCE 3aBUCENIO OT TOTO, CKOJILKO JHEW OH CyMeeT MpOojAepKaThCs B
3TOM MOABAJIE.

COTHHMKOB TSDKEJIO W XPHUIUIO JbllIaN, CJerka MocTaHbiBas, W Ppi0ak mogayman: HeT, He
BBITSHET. TyT U ¢ KpENKUM 3/I0pPOBHEM HEIOJITO 3aTHYThCS, ITIE YK eMy!

— A Tebe, mIsDKy, OONBINE MOBE3JI0, — PACCYAUTETHHO M BPOJE OBl CO CMBICIIOM HAMEKHYJ
CTapHK.

DTH ero cioBa HEMPUITHO 3a1enu Pribaka — kakoe emy neno? Ho oH CIOKOWHO OTBETHI:

— Moe Bce Briepenu.

— SlcHoe neno — Bnepenu. Tak OHU HE OCTaBST.

Pribak HENpHUS3HEHHO MOCMOTPEN B Yroll — CTaHOBHJIOCH HE MO cebe OT HEMpOIICHBIX
MIPOPOYECTB ITOTO YEJIOBEKA: OTKyJa €My 3HaTh, IPOCTAT UM HET? Y HEro Ies 3a4eT 1m0 0cobomMy
OT TIPOYUX CYETY, B OJIATOTBOPHYIO CHIy KOTOPOTO OH MOYTH YTO TOBEPWI U CTapalcs MoApoOHee
BCE 00/TymMarTh.

Ho, BumMo, 3T0 MecTO OBLITO MaJio MOAXOASIIUM IS JJTUTENBHBIX Pa3MBIIUICHUN: TOTBKO OH
COCpEOTOUMIICS HAa CBOMX 3a00Tax, Kak MO CTyNeHbKaM OMATh 3acTydyanu kabmyku. [llaru 3amepiaun
BO3JIE UX KaMephbl, TPOMBIXHYJI 3aCOB, U HA IOPOTe BBIPOC TOT caMblil CTack.

— Ha Bogsi! )Kuso! U uro0 3ToT 6anaiora k 3aBTpemMy ObUT Kak IITHIK! A Thl, CTapblid XpeH,
Mmapu k bynune!

Pr16ak mpuTym B cepiiie BCIBIXHYBIIYIO OBLIO TPEBOTY, B3I M3 PYK TMOJWIAS KPYTIIBIN
KOTEJIOK ¢ X0JIoAHOM BonoH. IleTp u3 yrmia HegoymeHHo yctaBuics Ha Cracs.

— A 3aueM, HE 3HaACIIb?

[Tonuiaii ¢ HEMOAIETBEHBIM BECEIIbEM 3apIKall:

— 3Haro: B MOAKUIHOTO chirpark. Hy, xuBo!

CrapuK TSHKETo MOAHSIICS, TO00pall ¢ mojia TyTyMYUK U, HAaTHYB TOJIOBY, BBIIIEN U3 KaMEpHI.
Bce ¢ Tem ke rpoxoToM 3aXJIONHYIaCh TSKENas IBEpPb.

BcraB Ha konenu, Pribak Hayan Topmoruth CoTHUKOBa. TOT, onHako, Tonbko croHanl. Toraa
OH OJIHOIO0 PYKOW HAKJIOHWMJI KOTEJIOK, a JAPYrod mpunoaHsia rojoBy COTHMKOBAa M HEMHOIO BIIWJ B
ero pot Boabl. COTHUKOB B3IPOTHYI, HO TYT € JXKaJHO MpUNaN Ty0amMH K MIEpIIaBOMY Kparo
KOTEJKa, HECKOJIBKO pa3 CAABIEHHO, TPYIHO ITIOTHY.

— K10 310?

— Oro 4. Hy kak 1617 Jlyume?

— Pri0ak? @y 1o1! Jlaii eme.

Pribak cHOBa mpuaepskaji ero rojioBy — cryda 3y0aMu o KoTenokK, COTHUKOB BBINMUJI €IlIe U
IUIACTOM CJIET Ha COJIOMY.

— Yro, Mmyuninu 310poBo? — crpocuil Peibak.

— [a, Opart, nocranoch, — BbIAOXHYI COTHHUKOB.

Ppibak 3a00TIMBO OMpaBM HA HEM IIHMHEIb U MPHUBAJIWICS CIHMHOM K CTEHE, pacCesHHO
BCJIYIINBASCh B IIIyMHOE JBIXaHKUE TOBAPHINA, KOTOPOE, OJHAKO, TIOMATy BHIPABHHUBAJIOCH.

— Hy, kak Teneps camouyBcTBUE?

— Tenepp xopomo. Jlyuie. A Te0s?

— Yro?

— bum?

OT1oT Bompoc 3actan Peibaka Bpacmiox. OH HE 3HaJ, KaK KOPOTKO OOBSICHUTH TOBApHIILY,
MOYEMY €T0 HE MbITAIIH.

— Jla HeT, He OYEHb.

CoTHHMKOB 3aKkppll Maza. Ero M3MOXIEHHOE, CEpoe, ¢ OTpOCLIEH MIETHHOW JIMLO €1Ba
BBIZICJISNIOCH B CyMEpKax Ha cepoi coimome. B rpyam Bce xpumerno. M torma Peibaky mpunuio B



rOJIOBY, UTO, ITOKa UMEETCs TaKas BO3MOXKHOCTh, HaJ0 OBl KO€ O YeM YCIOBUTHCS OTHOCUTEIHHO
MIPEACTOSIIMX JOIPOCOB.

— Caymaid, s Bposie X 0OOXUTPIO, — IIEMHYJ OH, CKIIOHMBIIUCH K TOBapHILy. TOT yIUBIEHHO
pacKpbLI I1a3a — MIUPOKHE OEJKU B IMNIa3HULIAX TYCKIIO OJECHYNIN OTPaXXE€HHBIM CBETOM. — TOJIBKO
HaM HaJ0 roBoputh oaHO. IIpexkne Bcero — mum 3a mpoaykraMu. XyTOp COXOKEH, IPUTONAIN K
Jlecunam, Hy H...

— Huuero s um He ckaxy, — nepedusn ero COTHUKOB.

Pr16ak mpuciymancsi, HeT JU KOTO TOOIH30CTH, HO, KaXETCs, BCIOAY ObUIO THUXO. TOJBKO
CBEPXY AOHOCHWINCH T0OJIOCA U LIAry, Kak pa3 Haja Ux kamepoil. Ho cBepxy ero He yciplmar.

— Tsr Opoch, He nypu. Hajmo koe-uto u ckazath. Tak ciaymail nanbimie. Mbl U3 TpyMIibI
Jly6oBoro, oH ceiiuac B bopkoBckoM secy. IlycTs npoBepsT.

COTHHUKOB 3a7€epKall JbIXaHUE:

— Ho Jly60Boii 1elCTBUTENBHO TaM.

— Hy n gyt0?

Ppi0ak HauMHaM 3IUTHCS: BOT K€ HECTOBOPUMBBIM YeIOBEK, pa3Be B 3ToM jeno! besycrnosHo,
Hy6oBoii ¢ rpynmoit B BopkoBckoM Jiecy, HO OTTOTO, YTO OHU HA30BYT MECTO €r0 PACTOJIOXKEHUS,
TOMY Xy’>K€ HE CTaHET — MOJIMLAsAM JI0 Hero He go0parbesi. OCTaTKy ke UX OTpsa Kak pas B Oosee
HEHAJIe’)KHOM MECTE.

— Caymait! Tel nocinymait mens! Ecan Mbl X He IPOBEJEM, HE CXUTPUM, TO YEPE3 JI€Hb-ABa
HaMm Karok. [Tonsn? Hago HemMHOTO M B ogAaBKu ceirpats. He pBare uepes cuiy.

COTHUKOB, CIBIIIHO ObLIO, OYATO HACTOPOXKUIICS, IPUTHX, JBIXaHUE €r0 3aMepIIO

— CJIaeTcsl, OH YTO-TO 0OTyMBIBAJL.

— Huuero He BbIiIET, — HaKOHEI CKa3aj OH.

— Kaxk He BoliineT? A 4to Toraa BoiieT? CMepTH JOCTYKAThCS JIETYe BCETO.

«Bot mypunay», — momyman Preibak. Yk Takoro HepasyMHOTO YIPSIMCTBA OH HE OXHIAJ.
Bnpouem, cam ogHOIO HOro B MOrmje, Tak €My Bce Humodem. He xouer pake IIEBEIbHYTh
MO3raMH, 4YTOObI He MOTAIUTh 3a cO00 U TOBapHILA.

— Twe1 mocnymiaif, — momoi4aB, ropsdo 3amentan Preidak. — Ham Hago wx MmoBaguTh.
3Haemb, Kak IIyKy Ha yaouke. MHaye mnepeTsHemb, MHopBellb — W Bce mnponaio. Hamo
MPUKUHYTHCS CMUPHBIMH. 3HACIIb, MHE MPEIJIOKWIA B MOJHUIIMIO, — KaK-TO caM HE ejas TOoro,

ckazan Pri0ak.

Bexu y CoTHHMKOBA B3pOTHYJIH, 3aTA€HHBIM TPEBOKHBIM BHUMAaHUEM CBEPKHYIIH I1a3a.

— Bort kak! Hy 1 4T0 3 — no6exuuIs?

— He noGery, He 60¥ich. Sl ¢ HUMH TOTOPTYIOCH.

— CmoTpH, IPOTOPryembes, — A3BUTENbHO Npocuren COTHHUKOB.

— Tak uTo e, mpomagatb? — BAPYTI O3MICh, €1Ba HE BCKpPHUKHYN PpiOak u 3amomyail,
BBIPYTaBIIUCH Mpo ceds. Bripouem, yept ¢ Hum! He xouetr — ero neno; Pribax xe Oynet 60poThes
3a ce0st 10 KOHIIA.

COTHUKOB 3afpllIaji TPyJHEEe — OT BOJHEHUS WM OT XBOPHU; MOIBITAJICS OTKALUIATHCS — B
rpyAM 3allluIesno, Kak Ha jkapoBHe, U Ppibak ucmyrancs: nmomupaet, uro Ju? Ho oH He ymupan u
BCKOpE, COBJIA/IaB C AbIXaHUEM, CKa3all:

— Hanpacno nesems... B aepsmo! Ilo3opunis kpacHoapMencKyro 4ecTb. JKUBBIMM OHH HAC
HE BBITYCTT.

— Kaxk ckazare. Ecniu mocraparscs. ..

— Jlns koro craparbes? — CpbIBasich, 3710 Opocun COTHUKOB M 3aJ0XHYNCA. MHUHYTY OH

MYUYUTCIIbHO KallJldj, IMOTOM IONYMHO JbIIIall, 3aTE€M CKasaJl BAPYr yHIaBIIMM TI'OJIOCOM: — He B
KapThl e UTpaTh OHU TE€OsI B MOJTUIIMIO 30BYT.
«HaBepHo, He B KapThl», — Ipo ceds cormacuics Poibak. Ho on mien Ha 3Ty urpy, 4ytoOsl

BBIMTPaTh ceOe KU3Hb — pa3Be ATOr0 HEJOCTATOYHO JJIsi CaMOM, MyCTh JaXke OTYATHHOM, UTpei? A
TaM OHO OyJeT BUJHO, TOJIbKO Obl HE YOWIIM, HE 3aMyUWIN Ha Jonpocax. Tonbko Obl BEIPBATHCS U3
ATOM KJIETKH, U HUYETO TJIOXOro OH ce0Oe He Mo3BoNUT. PazBe oH Bpar cBouM?

— He 6olich, — cka3zai oH. — I To)ke He JIBLIKOM IITUTHIH.



COTHHKOB 3acMesICSI HEECTECTBEHHO KOPOTEHBKUM CMEXOM.

— Yynaxk! C keM TbI B3lymMaJl TAraTbCs?

— A BOT yBUIUIIIb.

— Ot1o0 xe mamuHa! Mnu Tl Oynemb CIyXdTh €, WIK OHa COTpeT Teds B MOpOIIOK! —
3aIpIXasiCh, IPOCUIIEI OH.

— 5 M mocyxy!

— Tonbko HauHm!

«Her, BUIHO, C HUM HE CTOBOPHIIIBCS, C 3TUM YYyIaKOM YeJIOBEKOM», — mnoaymain Pridak. Kak
B JKU3HHU, TaK W TEpeJ CMEPThbI0O Yy HEro Ha MEepBOM MeCTe TBEpJ0Ji000e YNpsSMCTBO, KaKHe-TO
MIPUHIIMIIBI, @ BOOOIIE BCe JIEJI0 B XapakTepe, Tak noHuman Peidak. Ho Benb KoMy He M3BECTHO, UTO
B MIpe, KOTOpasi Ha3bIBAETCS JKU3HBIO, Yallle C BHIUTPHIIIEM OKa3bIBACTCS TOT, KTO OOJNbBIIE XUTPHT.
Ja u xak wHaue? JleWicTBUTENBHO, (alllu3M — MaIllWHA, TOAMSBINAS TI0J] CBOM KOjeca MOJIMHUpa,
pa3Be MOXKHO, CTOsI Iepel]] Hed, pa3MaxuBaTh TOJbIMH pykamu? MoxeT, Kyaa pasymHee Oyner
noao0parbCsi CO CTOPOHBI U CYHYTh € MeX KoJlec Kakyro-HUOyap poratuny. Ilycts Hamopercs aa
3a0yKCyeT, 1aB TeM BO3MOXKHOCTh ITOTUXOHBKY CMBITHCSI K CBOMM.

CoTHHMKOB 3aMoJTyall WM, MOXET, BIaj B 3a0bIThe, U Phibak mepectan HaOMBAaThCA K HEMY C
pasroBopoM. IlycTe mocTymaer Kak XoyeT — OH ke, PbiOak, OyaeT pyKOBOACTBOBATHCS
COOCTBEHHBIM Pa3yMOM.

OH ner Ha 60K, MO00Pa HOTH, TIOBBIIIE HATAHYJI BOPOTHUK nonyiryOka. [loka cyn na aerno,
OBLIIO OBI HETUIOXO B3APEMHYTh, UTOOBI MPOSICHUIOCH B TOJIOBE, IIOTOMY KaK CKOpPO, HaBEpHO, OyaeT
yke He 10 cHa. OJIHaKo OH BEpWJ B CBOIO CUACTIIMBYIO 3BE3/Y M MOCTENEHHO YOEXIajcs, 4TO ero
OTHOIIIEHHUS C MOJUIasiMU 00peNny MpaBUIIbHOE HalpaBiIeHHE, KOTOPOro U HYXHO Aepxkarbes. Ecnu
ToJbKO COTHMKOB CBOMM HEJIENBIM YIPSMCTBOM HE UCIIOPTUT Bee ero miansl. Ho, BugHO, COTHUKOB
Jonro He npoTsHeT. CTpaHHBIM 3TO OBLIO U MPOTUBHBIM — JIyMaTh O CKOPOM cMepTH ToBapuina. Ho
MHaYe He MoJTyyanock. B ero cMepTu oH BUE €MHCTBEHHBIHN [T ceOs BBIXO/ U3 3TOM 3amaiHu.

3anymaBinch, Peibak He cpasy ycibllial, KaK YTO-TO KMBO€ THXOHBKO KOpPSOHYNO IO €ro
carory, HoToM cHoBa. OH JBUHYJI HOTOM U BIPYT SICHO YBHUJIET KPBICY — CEPBIN €€ KOMOK METHYJICS
K CT€He W 3aTuX TaM: [JIMHHBIM W TOHKHHA XBOCT HACTOPOXKEHHO TMPOJIET TIO COJIOME.
Conpornysuuch, Peibak mHyI Tyja KaOJlyKoM — KpbICa, TOHEHBKO MUCKHYB, IPOBOPHO CKPBHLIACH B
TeMHOM yrny. [lo moHecmielics U3 coloMbl THXOW BO3HE PhiOak, oHaKo, MOHSII, YTO TaM OHa HE
onHa. HaBepHo, Hafio 6B YeM-TO OPOCUTH B HUX, HO O]l pyKaMH He ObLI0O HUYETO MOJIXOSIEro, 1
Pri0ak, copBaB ¢ TOJIOBBI LIAMNKY, IIBBIPHYJI €€ B YTOJI.

Korna TaM npuTuxio, OH Ha Y€TBEPEHbKAaX CIIOJI3aJl 3a LIANKON U ONAThH NPUBAIMIICS CIIMHOU
K creHe. OJJHaKO cHiaTh OH YK€ HE MOT, CHJI€T U C HESICHBIM Ope3INIMBBIM CTPAaXOM BIVISIBIBAJICS B
KPBICHHBIN yToJl.
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Ilerpa mpuBenu He CKOpO, YK€ Ha 3aKare COJHIA, KOIZla CyYMEpPKH B KaMepe COBCEM
CTYCTWJIUCh M OKOLIKO BBEPXY €/1Ba CBETWJIOCH CKYIHBIM OTCBETOM MOpO3HOro AHs. Jla u B 1Bepw,
KOTJIa Ta OTBOPHUJIAChH, YK€ HE ObLIO MpPEKHEH SIPKOCTH — HarHyB Oellylo TOJIOBY, CTapocTa Moiiya
NEPECTYINII IOPOT U CYHYJICSI Ha CBOE MECTO B YIUIY.

[Tonuirait He crienIvII 3aKpHITH ABEPH, U PhIOAaK y CTEHBI BeCh OOJIE3HEHHO CXKAJICA, CTapasiCh
Kak Obl MCYE3HYTh BO MpaKe 3TOW BOHIOUEH Kamepbl. BbIIO cTpaimrHo, YTO CIEAYIONIMM OMSThH
BBI3OBYT €r0, XOTSI OH ITIOHUMAJI, 4TO OT IOJIMLAs 3TO HUYYTh HEe 3aBHcesno. Ho He BhI3Banu HUKOTO,
JIBEpb HAKOHELl 3aTBOPHJIACh, HAJEKHO 3BSAKHYJ 3acoB. Ilonumaid, ogHako, — Ha 3TOT pa3 KTO-TO
npyroi, He CTach — HampaBWICS HE K CTYIIEHbKaM: €ro IIard B KOPUAOPE MOBEPHYIH a APYTYIO
cTopoHy. Bckope B miyOuHe mozBajia 3acTydaid JIpyTue 3aCOBbI, pa3falicCh INIyXOBAaThli OKPUK H
KEHCKUW KOPOTKUIA BCXJIUIL.

B sT0T pa3 Opanu KeHIUH.

Kak Tonbko B monBaje omaTh Bce 3aTHXJ0, K PpiOaky Hawyalio momMaiy BO3BpalaTbCs €ro
camooOnananue. Uro x, Oea moka MUHOBaIA €ro, HACTUTHYB JJPYroro, U 3TO, KaK BCerna Ha BOIHe,



BOIIPEKH BCEMY YCIIOKauBaJo. bylTo TeM caMbIM JjaBaJlo €My JOINOJHUTENIBHBIE IHAHCHI BBDKUTB.

Pribak He WMen HU MaJIeWIero >KelaHWs BCTyNaTh B Pa3roBOpP CO CTapOCTOM, KOTOPOTO,
MIOXO0Xe, MBITAJIM HE OYEeHb, BO BCAKOM CiIydae He Tak, kak CoTHukoBa. Ho To 00CTOSATENHCTBO, UTO
OH, HE TIPOPOHUB HU CJIOBA, OTUYXKIEHHO 3aTUX B CBOEM MPAuHOM YTy, obecrniokousio Pribaka.

— Hy kak? O6omnocs? — HapouuTo 6071po cripocui Pridak.

[TeTp mocie HEMPOAOIKUTENBHON May3bl 0TO3BAJICS HEBECEJBIM T0JI0COM:

— Her, yxe He oboiinercs. [noxu Hamm aena.

— Xyxe Hekyaa, — cornacuics Poioak.

CrapocTa BBICMOPKAJICS, BUJHO OBLJIO, MPUBBIYHO PA3IIAAMI YChI M COOOLIMI KaK Obl MEXTY
MIPOYMM, HU K KOMY He o0palasch:

— Iloarosapusanu, 4To0 5 BeIBeAAT OT Bac. [Ipo oTpsin Hy U ele Koe-4To.

— Bor kak! — HenpusitHO yauBwica Pribak, BcriomHHB CBOW HeZaBHHI pa3roBop ¢
CoraukoBeiM. — IIIIMOHKUTE, 3HAYUT?

— Bpone Toro. llectpaecsaT cempb JE€T NMPOXKWI, a MO CTapoCTh Ha Takoe Jeino... He-et, He
10 MHE 3TO.

Psom Ha conome, Kak-TO UCITyTaHHO B3APOTHYB, MPUBCTAT HA JOKTAX COTHUKOB.

— Kro 310?

— Jla ToT, TECUHOBCKUI CTapocTa, — MOJABICHHO cKa3aji Pribak.

PasroBop Ha »TOoM mpepBaiics, Poibak u Ilerp mputuxnm kaxaslii B cBoeM yriny. OKOIIKO,
MOTacHYB, €/1Ba CEPeJio MO IMOTOJKOM, YETKO pa3lelIeHHOE PEIIeTKOM Ha yeTblpe KBajpara. B
Kamepe Bolapuiachk TeMeHb. PasroBapuBaTh HUKOMY HE XOTEJIOCH, Kbl YITyOWJCcs B ceOs H
CBOM JJAJIEKO HE BECEJIbIE MBICIIH.

U Torja onsTh 3aTONANHU IIAryd Ha CTYMEHbKaX, CIBIIIHO ObUIO, paCKPbUIACh HApy>KHAas ABEPh
U HEOXHJaHHO TPOMKO 3BSKHYN 3acOB UX Kamepbl. OHH BCE€ HACTOPOXHMINCH, OJUHAKOBO
00eCIOKOEHHBIE €TUHCTBEHHBIM B TAaKHX CIIyyasX BOMpocoM: 3a keM? Tem He MeHee U Temnepb,
BUJIHO, HE 3aMHUPAJIU HUKOT'O — HAIIPOTUB, KOTO-TO MPUBEIH B 3Ty KaMepy.

— Hy! Mapm!

KT0-TO HEBUIUMBIN B TEMHOTE MOYTH HECIBIIIHO MPOCKOJIB3HYI B IBEPh U 3aTaujIcsl y mopora
BO3JIe caMbIX HOT' Pribaka. Korna aBepp co cTykoM 3aKpblUlach M MOJNULAMN, ITOCBUCTHIBAS, 3a/1BUHYI
3acoB, Pri0ak Opocwi1 B TEMHOTY:

— Kro tyt?

— .

T'onoc ObUT AETCKUM, 3TO CTAJO MOHSATHO cpasy, — MajeHbKas (Urypka HOBOI'O apecTaHTa
MIPUTKHYJIACh y CaMOM JIBEpU M MOJI4aia.

— K0 a? Kak 30ByT?

— bacs.
«bacsa? Yto 3a baca? bynro eBpelickoe MM, HO OTKyJa OHa TyT B3sjach? — YIHUBHICS
Pribak. — Bcex eBpeeB M3 MecTeuka JMKBUAWPOBAIU €II€ OCEHbIO, BPOAE HMINE HUKOTO HE

OCTaJIOCh — KakK 3Ta okazanach TyT?! Ml mouemy ee npuBenu B kKamepy K HUM, a He K JleMunxe?»
— Ortkypna 1617 — crnpocul Peibak.
JeBouka momyana. Torga oH cipocuil 0 Ipyrom:
— Cxonbko Tebe set?
— Tpunaauars.
B yriy, TpynHo B310XHYB, 3amieBenuics [lerp.
— Oto Meepa-canoxHuka gouka. JJonpammsanu te6s?
— Ara, — THXO NOJATBEPUIA JEBOYKA.
— Meepa Torna M3HMUYTOXWIN BMECTE cO BceMH. BOT... ogHa nouka u ynenena. Uro sk Mbl

Tenepsb Oyzem aenarsb ¢ To0oit, baca?.. — U [leTp BHOBB TSKKO B31OXHYI.
Pribak BApYT MOTEpsUT MHTEpEC K JEBOYKE, BCTPEBOKCHHBIN APYTUM: MOYEMY €€ MPHUBENU
ciona? B monBane ObuM, HaBEPHO, W €Il MeCTa — TJE-TO MOOJU30CTU CHACIN >KCHIIUHBI, —

MOYEMY K€ JIEBOUKY MOACaANIN K Myx)unHaMm? Kakoil B 3ToM cMmbIci?
— Yero x oHU 100OUBaIUCH OT TeOs1? — momoiyas, Tuxo cipocun [letp bacto.



— U006 ckazaina, y KOro erie npsaTanach.

— A-a, BoH Kak! Hy uTo ... OT0 Tak. A Thl He cka3zana’?

bacs 3araunace, Oynro oOMeprna, Moryana.

— U He roBopu, — 0100pua moroasi ctapocta. — Henb3st 0 Tom roBoputh. Moe neno Bce
pPaBHO KOHUEHOE, a Mpo Apyrux momyu. Ecinu u 6ute OynyTt. Vnu Tebs yxe ounu?

BwmecTto oTBeTa B yIily BApPYT TMOCHBIIIAJCS BCXJIWII, 32 KOTOPHIM IOCIEAOBANl CAABICHHBIN,
Oone3HeHHbIH TuTa4. OH OBUT KOPOTEHBKUM, HO CTOJNBKO HEMOAMAEIBHOTO JETCKOTO OTYASHUS
BBITJICCHYJIOCh C HHUM, YTO BCEM B ATOW Kamepe ciaenanoch He mo cebe. COTHHKOB Ha COJIOME,
CJIBIIIIHO OBLIO, OCTOPOXKHO 3aJIepiKall IbIXaHuUE.

— Pri6ax!

— A 1yt

— Tam Boga ObLIa.

— UYto, IUTH XOUEHIhH?

— Jaii evi Bogwl! Hy uTo ThI cuauiib?

HarmynaB oy cTeHo# KOTenok, PriOak moTsSHYICS K IEBOUKE.

— He naus! Ha BoT, mmonei.

bacst HemHOro OoTNMNA M, MPUCMUPEB, 3aTUXJIA Y TIOPOTA.

— Wnu crona, — mo3Ban Iletp. — Tyt Botr Mecto ecth. bynem cuaets. BoT mojye creHku
JIEP>KUCH.

[TocayniHO MOMHSBIINCH W HECIIBIIITHO CTyTasi B TEMHOTE OOCHIMU HOTaMu, bacs HarpaBuiiach
K cTapuky. ToT moABUHYICS, 0CBOOOXKIas €if MECTO PSIOM.

— Jla-a! ITonmanuce! Uto oHM emie caenarOT ¢ HaMu?

Pribak Momuan, He uMes KeNaHUs MOAJIEPKUBATh Pa3rOBOP, PSIIOM TUXOHBKO MOCTAHBIBAI
CotaukoB. Onm xaanmu. Bce nx BHUMaHue OBLJIO MPUKOBAHO K CTYNEHbKaM — OTTYJA SIBISUIACH
Oena.

N neiicTBUTENBHO, TOJITO K1aTh €€ HE MPUIILIOCH.

CnycTtss 4yeTBepTh yaca €O JBOpa JAoHecinoch 3noe: «Mau, unu, nmamial» — u He MeHee
00031eHHOe B 0TBET: «UTOO TEOS Tak M B MEKJIO THAJIHM, HETOJHUK!» — «A HY IIEBEIUCH, HE TO KaK
JIBUHY!» — MpopbIvall MyKCcKoil rojoc. Ha cTtynenpkax 3aTomnainu, 3aMaTepHInCh — COMHEHHUI He
OBLIO: ATO BO3BpAILlaJIM ¢ Jorpoca JJeMunxy.

Ho mouemy-To ee Takke HE MOBOJOKIM B MPEKHIOK KamMepy — IMOJHUIAad OCTaHOBUIIUCH
BO3JIE MX JIBEPH, 3arPEMEIIA 3aCOBOM, U TOT CAMBINA, XOPOIIO 3HAKOMBIA UM CTach CHIJIBHO TOJIKHYJ
Jemunxy dyepes mopor. JKeHIIMHA CIIOTKHYIIACh, yIajia Ha PEIOaKoBBI HOTHU U TPOMKO 3alpUYHTAaa B
TEMHOTE:!

— Kyna te1 Tonkaemb, Heronsii! TyT e MyX4UHBI, a, O0xKedKa MOH!..

— JlaBaii, naBaii! YUept Te0s1 He Bo3pbMeT! — mpukpukHya Ctack. — [[o yTpa nepeOymenib.

— A yTpom 4YT0? — BAPYr copocuia Ppibak, KOTOpOMY MOCIHBIIIANCS KaKOW-TO HaMeK B
CJIOBax MOJUIasl.

Crachk yxe NpUKpbLI ObLIO IBEPH, HO OMATH PACTBOPHII €€ M TapKHYII B KaMepy:

— A ytpom rpoc amnec kanyT! @apmriii?

«Kamyt? Kak kamyT?» — TpEeBOXHO MPOHECIOCh B CMSITEHHOM co3HaHuHM Pribaka. Ho
CTpPAIIIHBIA CMBICT 3TOTO KOPOTKOTO CJIOBA OBLI CIWIIKOM OTYETIWB, YTOOBI JIOJITO COMHEBATHCS B
HeM. M 9Ta ero oTUeTIMBOCTh yapuiia Kak Oro0eil mo rojaose.

3HA4YUT, yTPOM KOHen!

[Toutn He ourymias ceds, Ppibak MexaHMYeCcKU 1Momo0pan HOTH, aj MPUCTPOUTHCS Y MOpora
KEHIIIMHE, KOTOpas BCE BCXJIWIbIBAJA, CMOpKajlach, MOTOM Haudajia B3/IBIXaTh — YCIIOKAWBATHCA.
MuHyTy OHU BCce MOJIYaiy, 3atem lleTp B cBoeM yrily ckazall pacCyIUTENbHO:

— Yo e aenats, ecnu nonainuck. Hamo teprets. OTKyaa ke Thl OyeIib, JKeHIITHA?

— A? a u3 IoanyObs, ecau 3HaeTe.

— 3Haro, a kak xe. U abs ke TBI TaM?

— Jlemku OKyH$ JK€HKa.

Crapasicb Kak-TuOO OTHenaTbcsi OT HeAoOpbIX MNpeauyBCcTBHM, Ppibak mox creHoW cran



npuciymuBarbes K Jlemunxe. EMy He XoTenoch oOHapyxuBaTh ce0sl pa3roBOpoM, TeM Oolsee 4To
JleMunxa, BO3MOXHO, HE y3HajJa e€ro B TeMHOTe. OHM YK€ IO3HAKOMWIMCh C €€ CBapJINBBIM
XapaKTepoM, U Telepb, OKA3aBIIUCh B TAKOM IOJIOkKEHUH, PbiOak ayman, 4To 3Ta jKEHIMHA OYCHb
MIPOCTO MOXKET 3aKaTUTh UM CKaHJlaJd — ObLI0 3a uT0. Ho OHa Mano-nomany yCroKOWIach, €ie pa3s
BbICMOpKajach. [0l0C ee IMOHEeMHOry pOBHEN, CTAaHOBWJICSA OOBIYHBIM, TaKMM, KaKHMM OHa
pasroBapuBaia ¢ HUMH B JIEPEBHE.

— [Ma-a, — o3anadenHo B310xHYI [letp. — A JleMbsiH B BOJCKE. ..

— Hy. JleMka Tam T/1e-TO TOPIOIIKO MBIKAeT. A Hag0 MHOMW TYT M3MBIBarOTCs. 3abpanu BOT!
Jerok Ha koro nokunynu? 1 kak onu tam 6e3 meHst? Oi, 1eTOYKH MOU POJTHEHBKHE. . .

ToNbKO YTO CMOJIKHYB, OHA pAaCIUIaKaJlach CHOBA, M B ATOT pa3 HUKTO €€ HE yTellaj, He
ycrokanBajl — ObUIO He 10 Toro. B kamepe mpopomkaiu 3By4arh 3ioBemue cioBa Cracs, OHH
ITOJIaBJISIIIN, TPEBOXKWIIN, 3aCTABIIIN MYYHUTEIBHO INEPEXKUBATh BCEX, 3d MCKIFOUEHHWEM pa3Be 4TO
CTapOCThl, OCTABABLIETOCS IMO-NIPEKHEMY BHEIIHE CHOKOMHBIM M pPacCyIUTENbHBIM. MexXay Tem
Jlemunxa Kak-TO HEOXKHIaHHO, OyITO BCE BhIMJIaKaB, B3/IOXHYJA U CIIOKOIHEE yKe 3aMeTuIIa:

— Bor moqu! Kak 3Bepu! I'aau, kakum yeprom cran IlaBka »toT!

— IlopTHOB, uTO MM? — Moanepxkan pazrosop Ilerp.

— Hy. 41 xe ero kaBamepom noMHio — toraa [laBkoi 3Banu. A MOTOM Ha yUUTEINs BBIYUHIICS.
EBoHHas maTka Ha XyTope XKHJa, TaK KaXkJ0oe€ JIETO Ha MOJOYKO Ja Ha sIOJOYKH MpHe3Kall.
Harnsinenacy. Takoil jmackoBbI ObUI, «JIOOpPBIM J1eHB» BCe paszgaBall, C MYXKYMHAMHU 32 PyUYKy
3I0pOBAJICS.

— 3nato IloptHoBa, a kak ke, — ckazan Ilerp. — IlporuB Gora, OGbIBano, MO JAECPEBHIM
arutupoBali. Jla Tak ckiagHo...

— l'aguna on 6bu1. U ecth raguna. He Bce 3HatoT Tonbko. KynbrypHbiit!

— A TonuIaiIuK 3TOT TOXKE C Bamiero 00Ky oyaro?

— Cracp-10? Ham! ®ununnenok mmagmmid. Cuaen 3a MOHOXKOBLIVHY, Ja IIPUILET B IIEPBHIE
JIHU, KaK Hadasiock. M 4To BeIIENBIBaThH cTanm — cTpax! B mecreuke Bce Haja €BpesMH U3MBIBAJICS.
Yo6usan, roopuin. Jlo6pa Harackan — Ooxedka Moit! Bero xary 3aBanui. A temepb BOT U JI0 Hac,
XPHIIEHBIX, T00pacs.

— Ot0 yx Tak, — comtacuics [lerp. — C eBpeeB Hauany, a IsIAM, HAMHM KOHYAT.

— UTt06 1M Ha OCHHE BUCETh, BBIPOJKAM 3THUM.

— S BOT nymaio Bce, — OECHMOKOMHO 3aBOPOIIMIICS CTapocTa, — HY IYCTh HEMIIBI.
W3BecTHO, (hamucTsl, YyKue JOIU, Yero yxK oT HuX kjaaTth. Hy a Hamm, xkotopsle ¢ HuMu? Kak nx
BOT noHuMarb? JKwil, €1 KOTOpBIH, JIOASM B IVia3a IISAEN, a TENepb 3auMel BUHTOBKY M YXKe
3acTpenuTh HOpoBUT. U cTpemsitor! CkobKo iepeduiu yxe. ..

— Kak a70T, Kak ero... byauna Bam! — He caepkaBIIMCh, HATOMHMI PriOak.

— XBaraet. M bynuna, u Mano u eme Kakux. 3MeNTHUX M 4epT 3HaeT oTkynaa. Jlrooureneit
nopa3boitHuyare. YTo K, Temepb MM pa3lloibe, — IIYyXHUM 0acoM CTENEHHO paccyXaal
JIECUHOBCKHUH CTapOCTA.

YTo-TO BCTIOMHHMB, €r0 HETEpIEeNuBO nepeduina JJemunxa.

— DT0 camoe, TOBOPSAT, XOJOPOHOK MX, KOTOPOTO HOYBIO paHWIH, cIoX. YToO MM BceM
[IEPEJOXHYTh, IaJJOBbIO 3TOMY !

— Bce e nepenoxuyt, — B310xHYyM [leTp. — Pa3Be uTo Hamm nepeObioT.

Ha conome 3aaBuraincs, 3aasliial, OnsaTh NONbITaNC NOAHATHCS COTHUKOB.

— JIaBHO BBI TaK CTaJIM JyMaTb? — MPOCHUIIET OH.

— A 4TO0 X IymMaTh, CbIHOK? Bcem scHo.

— SlcHo, roBopute? Kak ke BbI TOIa B CTAPOCTHI MOUUIH?

HacTtynuna HenoBkas THIIMHA, BCE NPUMOJIKIM, HACTOPOXXEHHBIE 3THUM JAJIEKO WAYLIUM
BonpocoM. Hakoner Iletp, uro-To npeonosnes B cede, 3aroBOpUII BIPYT IPOTHYBIIUM T'OJIOCOM:

— S momen! Ecnm Obl 3Hamu... Heroxke TOBOpUTH 37eCh. XOTS 4YTO YK TEMEPhb...
OTtOprikuBaiics, Kak MoT. B paiion He siBisncs. PasBe s nypak, He moHMMaro, yTo Ju. J[a BOT 3Tak
HOYBIO OJTHAXABI — CTYK-CTYK B OKHO. OTKpbUI, ISDKY, Hall OBIBIIMK CeKpeTapb M3 paiioHa,
HAaUaJIbHUK MWJIMLWANA W €lle JBOE, IpPU OpYKHH. A CEKpeTapb MEHs 3Hal — Kak-TO B



KOJJISKTHUBH3AIMIO OTBO3MJ ero mocie codpanus. Hy, cioBo 3a cioBo, roBoput: «Criblianu, B
CTapocThl TeOs METAT, Tak commamaiics. He To bBynuny HasHagar — coBcem xyzmo Oymet». Bor u
cornacuics. Ha cBoto ronosy.

— Jla-a, — HeomnpeneneHHO cka3an Pridak.

— Ilonroga BeIKpyuMBasicss Mex IByX orHeil. Iloka He copBancs. A Tenepp 4TO Jenarb?
[Tpunercs nOruOHyTh.

— IlorubnyTh — JH€710 HEXuTpoe, — OypkHyn PpiOak, 3akpymisss HENPUATHBIA JUISL HETO
pasroBop.

To, uTo 0 cebe cooOIMI cTapocTa, He OBLIO AJIsi HETO HEOXKHUIAaHHOCThIO — IOCIIE JOIpoca y
[TopTHOBa PhIbak yxe ctan koe o 4yeMm jaorajsiBathesi. Ho Temepp OH ObUT LIETMKOM MOMIOIIEH
CBOMMH 3a00TaMHM M OOJbllIe BCEro omacajics, Kak Obl HEKOTOpPbIE M3 €ro BBICKAa3aHHBIX 3J]1€Ch
HaMEpPEeHU He JIOILIH /10 YUIeH MOoNUIUU U He 000pBaid MOCIEAHIO HUTOUKY €r0 HaJeXKIbl.

COTHHMKOB MEXJy TEM, pacKphlB Iila3a, Moyya Jiexkan Ha conome. Co3HaHME BEPHYJIOCH K
HEMY, HO YyBCTBOBaJl OH ceOs IJIOXO0: aJCKu Oojiesia Hora OT CTOIBI A0 Oeapa, *KIVIO MajbIbl Ha
pyKax, B Irpyau Bce ropeno. OH MOHMMAJ, 4TO CTapoCTa CKasall MpaBay, HO OT ATOM NpaBabl HE
CTaHOBMJIOCH Jierde. OmIylieHre Kakoi-TO HeJeNoi OIUIOUIHOCTH MO OTHOILIEHUIO K 3ToMy lletpy
BApyTr HaBamwioch Ha CorHukoBa. Ho kto B ToM noBuHeH? OnsATh moiydanoch Kak ¢ JlemMunxoi,
KOTOpasi sIBWJIACh Mepe] HUMH KUBBIM YKOPOM HUX HENpOCTHTeNbHOM OecrneuHoctu. C omackoit
IIPUCIYIINBAsACh TENEpPh K CIOBaM >KEHIIWHBI, COTHHUKOB OXHJAJI, YTO Ta HA4YHET pyrarb HX
nociaenHuMu ciioBamMu. OH He 3HaJ, yeM Obl Toraa Bo3pasui eil. Ho muio Bpemsi, a oHa BeCh CBOi
THEB BbIMEILlAJIa Ha MOJHUIMK U HEMIaX — UX ke ¢ Ppibakom gaxke ¥ He BCIIOMHMIIA, OyJTO OHU HE
AMENN HU MaJIEHIIEro KacareiabcTBa K ee Oeme. Ha 3moBemiee coobOmenne Cracsg oHa TakXe HeE
pearupoBajia — MOXET, He MMOHsIJIA €T0 CMbICIIA, @ MOXKET, IIPOCTO HE 00paTHiIa BHUMAaHHUS.

Brnpouem, moBepuTh B 3TO cOOOIIEHHE OBUIO CTPAIIHO Ja)xe s TOTOBOTO KO BCEMY
CotHuxoBa. OH TakXe HE MOT B3ATh B TOJIK: TO JIM MOJIMLAN MPOCTO IyTaJ, TO JIA AEUCTBUTEIBHO
OHM HaJlyMaJli MOKOHYHUTH B OJUH pa3 co BceMu. Ho Heykenu UM He XBaTuiio Obl IByX cMepTed —
ero ¢ Ppibakom, kakoil ObUT CMBICH JUIIATh KU3HU 3Ty HecyacTHyI0 JleMuHXxy, U He3aJawInBOrO
CTapoCTy, U J1eBouKy? HeBeposTHO, HO, BUANMO, OyneT Tak, AyMan CoTHUKOB. CKOPIHOH J0JIKEH
JKaJIUTh, MHA4Y€ KaKOW k€ OH CKOpIMOH? O4YeBHIHO, I TOTO M MO3aTAIKUBAJIA UX B OJHY KaMepy.
Kamepy cMepTHHKOB.
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Kak-to nHe3amerHo Pwibak, cmaercs, 3acHyn, Kak CHIET — CrOpOMBIIMCH TIOJ CTEHOM.
Bnpouewm, Bpsizt 111 3TO OBITT COH — CKOpee ycTanioe 3a0bIThe Ha Kakoi-HuOyabp yac. Bekope, ogHako,
TpeBora pazOynuna ero, U Ppibak OTKpBUI I71a3a, HE cpa3y IOHSB, rae OH. PigoM B TeMHOTE
TUXOHBKO 3BYy4YaJl Pa3roBOp, CIBIMIAJICA NETCKHI 3HAKOMBIN TOJIOC, Cpa3y K€ HAallOMHMBIIMN €My
npo bacro. M3penka ero nepeOuBa XpUILIOBATHIN CTApYECKUN MIETOT — 3TO BCTABJISUI CBOE CIIOBO
[Terp. Pribak mpucoymiaics K ©X TUXOW HOUYHOHM Oecese, HAIIOMUHABIIEH IIypIIaHUE COJTOMEHHOU
KPBIIIN HA BETPY.

— CnepBa xoTena OexaTb 3a HUMH, KaK MOBEIU. Bpickoumna W3 manmucajHHMKa, a TeTKa
[TpackoBbs Mmamier pykoil: «Hu 3a yto He Xoau, roBopuT, mpsubcs». Hy, mobexana Hazan, 3a
OTOpOJIBI, BII€3JIa B JIO30BBIA KyCT. MOXET, 3HaeTe, OOJBIION Takoi KyCT B KOHIIE OTOPOJIOB Y
peuku? I'yctoii-rycroil. 3a ABa 11ara CTeXeuka Ha KJIaJKy — KaK CHJMILb TUXO, HE IIEBEJIUIILCS,
HUCKoJeuko Te0st He BuaHO. Hy, s 1 3ane3na Tyaga, BeIrpeOia MECTEUKO B CYXUX JIUCTBAX U XKIY.
Jymana, kak MaMKa BEpHETCS — TI030BET, s YCIBINTY U BbIOeTY. JKnana-»kaana — He 30BET HHUKTO.
Vxe W CTeMHeno, CTajo cTpamHo. Bce ka3alioch, KTO-TO HIEBEIUTCS, KPAAETCs, a TO CTaHET,
ciymaet. Jlymana: Bonk! Tak BonmkoB Oosimack! U He 3acHyna Huckoleuko. Kak cTano CBETIETb,
TOTr/la HEMHOTO 3acHy/la. A Kak MPOCHYJAach, OUE€Hb €CTh 3aX0TEJI0Ch. A BbUIE3Th U3 KycTa 0O0IOCH.
CrplllIHO, HA YNHIIE TOMOH, KaKHE-TO MOABOJbI, U3 XaT MECTEUKOBBIX BCE BBITPYXKAIOT, Kyda-TO
Be3yT. Tak s cunena u cugena. Enie nenp, eme Houb. U enie He momHIO yke CKobko. Ha cTexeuke,
Korna 0abbl MOIOCKATh UAYT, TAK MHE UX HOTH CKBO3b JINCTBY BUAATh. Bce MUMO mpoxoasT. A MHE



TaK €CTh XOYETCS, 4TO YK€ M BbLIE3Th He MOry. CHxkKy J1a Iuiadyy TUXOHBKO. A OIHaXKIbl KTO-TO
BO3JI€ KyCTa OCTaHOBWICA. S| 3aTamyiach BCS, JIe)KY M He aply. W Torga ciblily, TUXOHBKO Tak:
«bacs, a baca!» I'sixy, TeTka IIpackoBbsl HarHynacsk. ..

— A TBI HE TOBOpH KTO. 3a4eM HaM PO BCe 3HaTh, — CIOKOMHO nepedu ee [letp.

— Hy, TeTka ogHa naeT MHeE y3eJ0K, a TaM XJieO U HEMHOXKKO cana. S Kak B3sia ero, Tak u
chella Bce cpasy. ToNbKO Xjeba KOpodyKa OCTajach. A MOTOM KaK CXBAaTHJI JKHBOT... Tak OOJbHO
ObL10, 4TO MOMepeTh XoTesna. [Ipocusna u MmaMmy 1 60ra — cMepTH IpocHIa.

Pr16ak 1o cTeHKo# 310K0 MOEKUIICS — TaK 3TO MPO3BYUYAJIO MO-KXKUTEHCKH 3HAKOMO, OyITO
nepe]; HUM KCIIOBEIOBANIACh Kakas-HUOyIb CTapyllika, a He TPUHAAIATWICTHsA neBouka. M cpasy
e DTOT €€ paccka3 BhI3BaJl B HEM BOCIIOMHHAHWE 00 OIHOM JEBSIHOCTOJETHEH 0abKe M3 KaKo-TO
JIECHOW JIEPEBYIIKHU IO Ty CTOPOHY JKeJIe3HOW Joporu. OHM Torja BBILUIM M3 JIECY CIPOCUTH IIPO
HEMIIEB, YaCOK OTAOXHYTh B TEIJIE, HY M NEPEeKyCuTh, KOHeUHO. B u30e, uto crosuia Ha ormmoe,
HUKOTO HE OKa3aJIoCh, JIUIIb OfHA 3a0bITas OoroM riyxas 0aOka cujena Ha Me4YH, CBECUB Ha TOJIOK
6oceie Horu. [loka oM Kypuiu, 0a0ka ycTaysio ceToBajia Ha rocrmoja Oora, KOTOpBIA HE JaeT ei
CMEpPTHU U TaK MYyYUTEIHHO PACTSIHYJ €€ HUKYEMHYIO CTapylIedbio Ku3Hb. OKa3aBIINCh OHA U 0e3
POICTBEHHHMKOB, OHa €Ile TOcje TOW BOMHBI MPIKUIACh BO3JIE MAJO3HAKOMBIX, UY)KHUX JIHONEH,
KOTOPBIM HaJI0 OBLIIO PaCTUTh ACTEH, TOCMOTPETh BO3JIE XaThl. BHIIHO, X0351€Ba PacCYMTHIBAIIH, YTO
JIET MATh CTapyIlIKa enle MpoIepPKUTCS, TEM BPEMEHEM MOAPACTYT JETH, a TaM, IVISAU, IPUIET CPOK
— u Ha knaadbume. Ho cpok 3TOT He mpulien HU 4Yepe3 NATh, HU uYepe3 MATHAIIATh JIET,
3aziepKanach CTapylika y 4yKux JIoed. 3a 3TO BpeMs TIOBBIpACTaau Majble, MOrud Ha (UHCKOM
BOITHE XO3S5IMH, XO3siiKa cama e[Ba CBOJWJIA KOHIIbl C KOHIIAMH — 4YTO €d OBLIO O HEMOIIHOM
gyxkoi ctapyxu? A cMmepTb Bce He muia... IIpomasce Torga, Peibak B mIyTKy mokenan el Kak
MOXHO CKOpee OKOHUMTH CBOE NMpeOBbIBaHME Ha TOM CBETE, M OHA HCKpeHHe Onarojnapuia ero,
MOJISICh BC€ 00 OJTHOM. A TeTrephb BOT OISATH TO ke camoe. Ho Beas 310 pebeHoK.

Uro genaercs Ha cete!

— A mocne MHe nydiie crano. OgHaXIpl OYEHb HaIyrajgach yTpoM. TONbKO 3aapemarna,
CHIaJoCh, KaKOW-TO 3Bephb Kpajercs Mo Oepery moj KycToM. A 3To KOT. OrpOMHBINA Takoi cepsblii
KOTHUIIIE U3 MECTeUKa, HaBEpPHO, OCTAJICS OJIMH, HY U UIIET ceOe nmpokopMmy. PriOy noBut. 3Haete, Ha
Oepery Tak 3aMpeT, YCTaBUTCS B BOAY, a MOTOM Kak MpbirHeT! Bhuie3er Bech MOKpBIH, a B 3y0ax
pbiOka. Bot, qymaro, ecinu Obl MHE Tak HaJoOBUMThCA! XoTena sl OTHATH phIOMHY, J]a HE ycrena:
yapasl KOT U MOA JIPYrMM KyCTOM CbheNl BCIO, M XBOCTHKAa HE OCTajoch. Ho moTtoM MbI ¢ HUM
noapyxuiuck. Ilpuner xorga nHeM, 3abepercs B KYCT, JISDKET PSABIIIKOM M MypIIbIdeT. S miaxy ero
¥ HEMHOJKEUKO CIUTIO. A OH UyTKH Takoi. Kak TOJIbKO KTO-IMO0 MOOGIU30CTH 0OBSIBUTCS, OH Cpa3y
HATONBIPUTCS, M 5 YK€ 3HAI0: HAJO0 OOAThbCA. A KOrJa O4eHb TOJIoJ| JOHSJ, BhIOpasiach HOUbIO Ha
oropon no6auzoctu. Y Kpuporo 3anMaHa orypisl €mie oCTajaich, CEMEHHbIE KOTOPbIE, MOPKOBKA.
Ho kot ke He ecT MOpKkOBKH. Tak MHE €ro >kajib CTaHET. ..

— IlycTh OBI MBIIIEH TOBUI, — OTO3Bajach U3 TeMHOTHI Jlemunxa. — VY Hac, B [logayone, y
OHMX OBlJa KOIKa, TaK 3aivar Tackayia nomoi. Ei-Oory, He nry. A Kak-TO NMPUBOJIOKIIA 3aifra
OTrpOMAJIHOTO, J1a Ha YEpJIaK HE BCTAIIMJIa — BUIHO, HE OCHIIMJIA. Y TPEUKOM BBILLIET 3MUTED, TIISI/Ib:
31l MOJI YIJIOM JIEKHUT.

— A, Tak TO, HaBEpHO, Y Hee KOoTATa ObLIN, — mgoragancs [letp.

— Hy, xotarku.

— Tak 310 nonsitHo. TyT yx nns kotat crapanack. Kak mMate Bce paBHo... Hy, a morom kak
e ThI?

— Hy tak u cunena, — TUXOHBKO M AoBepunBo menrtana bacs. — Terka... Hy ta, koTopas...
elle HEeCKOJbKO pa3 xjeba AaBasia. A MOTOM OYEHb XOJIOJHO CTajo, AOXK]b IMOIIeN, Hayana JUCTBa
oceimarbea. OAHaXIbl MEHS KTO-TO YTPEYKOM YyBUJIEN, AsAbka Kakoil-to. Huuero He ckazai,
mpouies MUMO. A s TaK Hamyrajiach, 4yTh JO HOYM JojApoXkana. BeuepoM, Kak JoXkab MOCHIAN,
BbIIIE371a, Opoania, Opoania Mo 3ayroniplo, a Mo yTpo 3adpanach B yeil-ro oBuH. TaMm mepecusena
Tpu AHs. Tam Xopomio ObUIO, Cyx0, Aa OOBICK Hayaics. Vckanu kakyro-To poXb M MEHS €Ba He
Hanutu. Tak s mepenuia B capaii — CBHHbH TaM ObUTH. Hy U 51 BO371e HUX. 3aTHCHYCh HOYBIO MEXKIY
CBUHBEH U MOJICBUHKOM U CcIUTI0. CBUHbS CIIOKOWHas Obljia, a KabaH, Xxoliepa Ha Hero, KycaJycs. ..



— A, rocnioqu! Bot Hamyywainace, 6eqHast! — B3moxHyna Jemunxa.

— Hert. Tam temno Obu10.

— A xak xe ¢ enoi? Mnm Hocuit KTo?

— Taxk 5 ke He ToKa3bIBajach HUKOMY. A ena... Hy Tam B kopbiTe BbIOMpasa 4ro-To. ..

— Oii, mo yero Jaronei gosenn, Ooxe, 6oxke!.. A X03s€Ba YTO, TaK U HE 3aMETHIIN?

— 3aMeTniv, KOHEUHO. 3acmajia OJHaXKIbl — YyXe CHeT Obul. Brickoumma, 4To0 mepebexarh
qyepes3 yIuIly — TaM J0M ObUI ITyCTOH, Hy 5 U npsiTanack. TonpKo yAUILy nepedeskana, orsaHylIach, a
JIITbKA CTOUT B ABEPSIX, CMOTPHT. S 3a KJIeH, mpUTamiIach. TOJCTHIN TaKOW KJICH TaM...

— OM, HaBepHO, YTO MPOTHUB anTeku? — poraganack [lemumxa. — Tak Tam xe Wrnansa
CynpoH XKuil...

— A T1ebe uro? — HenackoBo nepebun ee [letp. — Kro Hu xwui, He Bce nu paBHO? 3auemM
CIIpalIMBATh.

Jlemuuxa, moxoxe, 00uenach.

— Jla s Tak. Ecniu m cka3zana, Tak 9to?

— A Huuero! A uyro motoMm... Hu x yemy Temeps u TauTbcs — Bce paBHO... CBeT He 6e3
noOpbIx mrozieit: bacio ko MHe mepenpaBuin, B I€peBHIO. Paccymim BepHO — y CTapOCThI UCKATh
He OynyT. Uepe3 Ty pacmpoKJIATYI0 OBEYKY 00a MONaluch: MEHs C MEeYKU CTSAHYNIH, bacio u3-noa
I10J1a BBIBOJIOKJIH. ..

Pri0ak coBceM He yAMBMIICS U ATOMY, MOJyMall TOJIBKO: IUIOXO HpsATai, 3Ha4uT. CripsTan Obl
xopouo — He Hanuu Obl. Jla u BooOmie, 3aueM TyT paccka3biBaTh 000 Bcem 3ToM? Komy He
M3BECTHO, YTO MHOTZA M CTEHBI MMEIOT ymu? BrnpouewM, uept ¢ aumu! Yto onu, Bce emy? K Tomy
’Ke, HaBepHO, BCEM UM YK€ IMO3JHO YTO-TO CKphIBaTh, 4yero-to ocreperarbcs. Ecnu Crach ckazan
IIPaBJLy, TaK 3aBTPaA UX BCEX OKUIAET CMEPTb.

B kamepe HacTana raeTymas, CTOpokKas TUIIMHA, KOTOPYIO MOrojis Hapyiuia bacs.

— Ilox mosoM MHe OBIJIO XOPOIIO: TeTKa ApHHAa MHE CEHHHYEK MOJOKWIA. S ciplmana, Kak
T€ AN 3aXONUIH. A JSIIM YIIUIH, S TOJIBKO YCHYJIA U cpa3y CIBILITY

— pyratorcs. [lonunan!.. Oi-oit!

Ucnyranueiii kpuk bacu 3actaBuin mogxsatuthesi ¢ MecTa Ilerpa, u PpiOak MOHSII: KpPBICHL.
OOHareny MiM U3rojofajnch Tak, YTo nepectanu 00saTbes U moaeid. CTapuk caroroM HECKOIbKO
pa3 TonHyJ B yrily. bacs, BCkouMB, CTOsJIa Ha cepelluHe KaMepbl, 3aKpbIBasi CO00M CBET/IBIN KBaIpar
okHa. OHa Bcs TpsIciIach OT UCIyTa.

— Omnu xe Kycatorcsa. OHM ke HOXKKU MOU 00TrpbI3in. S e ux cTpax Kak 6orock. Jlsnenbkal..

— Huuero, He 6oiics. Kpbicol uto? KpbIchl He cTpamHbl. YKycsaT, Hy U 4yTto? Takoii Oempl!
Wnwm BoH B Moit yron, canuck. U 4 TyT... S ux, yepreit!..

OH mnortonai eme, NOBOPOUIMI B YIIy M cesl. bacs NMpUTKHynach Ha €ro HaCM)KEHHOM Ha
cosiiome Mecte. COTHHKOB Bpojie criajl. HanpoTus To B3zbIxaia, To cMopkanack Jlemuunxa.

— Tak 4dro k... UTo Teneps caenaenis? — crpamuBai B TeMHoTe [leTp u cam cebe oTBeya:
— Huuero yxe He caenaems. Tepnu. Hegonro ocranocs.

Cranio tuxo. Pribak cBoOO/IHEE BBITAHYI HOTH, XOTEN OBUIO B3APEMHYTh, HO COH OOJIbIlE HE
HIeI.

[Tepen HuUM ObLT OOPHIB.

OH OTYETIMBO MOHSJI 3TO, OCOOEHHO celdac, HOYbIO, B MUHYTY THUIIMHBI, U Jymall, 4YTO
HHUYETo yXe MCIPAaBUTh HeNb3sl. Beerna u BClomy OH yXUTpSJICS HAWTH KaKOW-HUOYb BBIXOJ, HO HE
tenepb. Teneps BbIxona He ObLI0. VcnoaBoiabs €ro Hayasl ooJeBaTh CTPax, Kak B TOM MaMSTHOM C
JIETCTBa CiIy4ae, Korja OH cmac JeBdaT M KoHsA. Ho Torma crpax mpuiuen nosxe, a B MUHYTY
onacHocTH Komst PriGak neiicTBoBast 00JbIlIe HHCTHHKTUBHO, O€3 Pa3MBITIUICHUH, B 3TO, BOZMOXKHO,
BCE€ M peunwyio. Brpodem, 3TO CIy4HMIoCh AABHO, €LIE IO KOJIX030B, B IOPY €ro JE€PEBEHCKOTO
JeTcTBa — 4To ObuI0 BcroMuHaTh 0 ToM? Ho mouemy-To BOT BCIOMHHAJIOCH, BOIPEKHU
JKEJIAHUI0, — BUAMMO, TOT JABHUM Cllydail MMEN KaKyl-TO €IIE€ HEIpPOSCHEHHYIO CBA3b C €ro
HBIHELTHUM T10JIOKEHUEM.

Kunu oHu B AepeBHe, HE XyK€ U HE Jy4Ile JPYI'HX, CUMTAIUCh CEepeAHsIKaMu. Y oTua Obul
JaaHbI OynaHbli KOHMK, MOJIOJIOM M cTapaTeNbHBIM, IpaBaa HEMHOTo ropsuuid, Ho Konst ¢ HUM



Janui Herioxo. B gepeBHe pedsTa paHO MPUHUMAIOTCS 32 KPECThSIHCKUN TPy, B CBOM HEIOJHbIC
nBeHaauars Jet Koms yxe mpo6oBasl TOHEMHOTY M KOCUTh, U MTaXaTh, © OOPOHOBATD.

B TOT n€Hb BO3UIIN C MOJISL CHOIIBI.

OTO CUMTANIOCH COBCEM YXe MaJb4MIlIeuybuM JaesioM. Jlopora Oblia 3HAKOMOW, H3yYEHHONH UM
70 Menpyamux nogapoOHocTel. [TouTH ¢ 3aKpBITBIMU IVIa3aMU OH MOMHUII, I7I€ HaJl0 B3STh YYyTh-
9yTh CTOPOHOM, IJIe IepKaTh MO KOJesiM, KaK JIydlle 00bexaTh INIyOO0KYI0, C BOJIOH, PHITBUHY B JIOTY.
CambIM OMacHbIM MECTOM Ha 3Toi Jopore Obina KymioBa ropa — Kocorop, MoBOpPOT M Y3KHM
OBpPaXEK TMOJ BBICOKMM OOpbIBOM. Tam Hamo Obuto cmoTperh B o0a. Ho Bce o0xommmock
6naronony4no. Otel| mogo0pai MocieaHue KPecTlbl B KOHIIE HUBBI M, BUJHO, Harpy3HuJl TEJery ¢
M30BITKOM — €7IBa XBAaTWJIO BEpeBKH, 4TOObI yBsizaTh B03. K Hemy HaBepx B300pajuch emie
CEeMMJICTHSIS CeCTpeHKa MaHs u coceJickas 1eBouka Jlroba.

Bcio nopory, nepeBanuBasich U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, OH THXO €XaJl Ha BBICOKOM BO3Y, Kak
BCErJla YBEpEHHO ynpasisisd koHeM. MunoBanu KymnuoBy ropy, gopora nouuia B jior. 1 Torga uro-to
CIIyYMJIOCH C YIPSDKbIO, KOHb HE CHEpKall, Tejlera BBICOKO 3aJipajiach JEBOW CTOPOHOM U cTalsa
KJIOHUTbCS HanpaBo. Ko Opocuit B3MIs BHU3 U CKaTHUJIICS € BO3a.

SICHO MOHSB, YTO OJKHO MPOM3OMTH 3aT€M, OH B KaKOM-TO O€3yMHOM MOpBIBE OpOCHIICS
MO/ KPEHSIIMNCS TSDKENbIM BO3, MOJCTABIIAS MO €ro Kpail cBoe erle caadoe MaTBIMIIEeCcKoe TUIeUO.
TspxecTs ObUTa HEMMOBEPHOM, B IPYrOM pa3 OH, HABEPHOE, HU 32 4TO Obl HE BBIAEPIKAJ, HO B ATOT
MOMEHT BBICTOSJI. JIEBOUKM CKaTHMIIMCh HA 3EMIIIO, €70 3aBAJIMJIO CHOIIAMH, HO JIOIIAJ(b BCE JKE KaK-
TO CIIpaBMJIACh C BO30OM U OTBEPHYJIa IEPEJOK B CTOPOHY OT yTpOXKarollel KpyTU3HbBI OBpara.

[TotoM ero XBalujM B JE€pPEBHE, J]a OH U caM ObLI JOBOJEH CBOMM MOCTYIIKOM — BCE-TaKH
criac oT Oenbl ceOs, KOHS M JIEBYOHOK — M Hadajl JAyMmarh TOTJa, YTO WHAye MOCTYyNHUTh He Mor. U
emte Konst moBepuit, uto oH yenoBek cMmenblid. CaMbIM BaXXKHBIM OBLIO, KOHEUHO, HE PAcTEpAThCS U
HE CTPYCHTb.

U BOT Tenepk nepe HUM OMSITh TOT CaMblii OOPHIB.

Tonpko 371€Ch HE pacTepATbCS Majlo, U HUKaKasi CMEJIOCTh 371eCh HE TIOMOXKET, 37€Ch HYXKHO
4TO-TO JIPYrO€, YEro €My sIBHO HelocTaBano. TyT OH CBA3aH IO pyKaM M HOTaM U, BUAHO, HUUETO
YK€ C/IeNIaTh HE CMOXKET.

Ho Heyxenu TOT ciieoBarenb Bpaj, KOTja YTo-To O0elall eMy, Jaxke Kak Oy/lTo yroBapusai?
HaBepHo, nHanpacHo Pribak Torga HEe commacuics cpasy — 3aBTpa Kak Obl HE OBLJIO TIO3IHO.
Brpouem, oHo u moHsTHO. CremoBarenb TYT, HaBEpHO, HE caMblii OOJNBINON HayaldbHUK, €CTh
HayaJbCTBO TIOBBIIIE, OHO IpPHUKA3ajlo, U Bce. A Temeph MONPABUTh YTO-JIN0O, MEPEHHAYUTH,
HABEPHO, YK€ MO3/HO.

Her, Ha ru6enb OH HE MOT COIVIACUTHLCS, HU 3@ YTO OH HE MIPUMET B IOKOPHOCTH CMEPTh — OH
pasHeceT B IIENKHU BCIO MX MOJMILHKIO, TOJIBIMU pykaMu 3aaymut [loprHoBa u Toro Cracs. Ilycts
TOJIBKO MOJCTYIISAT K HEMY...
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[Tocne KOPOTKOTO pa3roBopa CO CTAPOCTOM, KOTOPBI TEM HE MEHEEe COBEPIIEHHO 00ECCHINII
ero, COTHUKOB HEHa10JTO 3acHy. [IpocHyBIINCh, OH HEOXKHUIAaHHO TTOYYBCTBOBAN Ce0si MOKPBIM OT
MI0Ta; CTOJIbKO BPEMEHH MaJUBIIUN €ro >kap CMEHWICA MOTIMBOHM mpoxiyanoil, 1 COTHUKOB 3510k0
MOSKWIICST 1O/ CBOEHM BONMION ImmHENbo. Ho romoBe cramo Bpoae Obl Jjierde, ropsdas Omyphb,
TyMaHMBILIAs €ro CO3HaHWe, HcCYe3sa, oOllee CcamMOuyBCTBHE YiIydmmiochk. Eciu Obl  He
UCKaJeyeHHbIe, paclyXUIMe KUCTH PyK M He HaOpsKIias 3acTrapeBuieil Oojibl0 HOTa, TO OH,
BO3MO)KHO, TOCYHUTAJ OBl C€0s1 3M0POBBIM.

B nonBane ObUI0 TEMHO U TUXO, HO HUKTO, HABEPHO, HE CIaJl, 3TO OLIYIIAJI0Ch M0 YaCThIM,
HaIpsKEeHHBIM B3/10XaM, CKYIIBIM JABMKCHHSM, MPUTHUXIIE-HACTOPOXKEHHOMY JAbIXaHUIO Jroaei. U
torna COTHHMKOB BAPYT MOHSJ, YTO HCTEKAeT MX MOCJIETHSAS HOYb Ha cBeTe. YTpo yxke Oyner
MPUHAJIEKATh HE UM.

Uro x, Hamo ObUIO coOparh B ceOe MOCIEIHHME CHIIBI, YTOOBI C JOCTOMHCTBOM BCTPETHUTH
cMepThb. PasymeeTcs, ”HOTO OH M HE ’KZ1ajl OT 3TUX BBIPOJKOB: OCTABUTh €TI0 JKUBBIM OHU HE MOIVIH



— MOIVIM Pa3Be 4YTO 3aMy4HUTh B TOM JIbSIBOJIbCKOM 3aKyTKe bynuibl. A Tak, BO3MOXHO, U HEIUIOXO;
MyJsl MTHOBEHHO U 0e3 MyK OOOpBET >KM3Hb — HE CaMbIil XyALINil M3 BO3MOXHBIX, BO BCSIKOM
ciryyae, OObIYHBIN COJNIIATCKUN KOHEIl Ha BOMHE.

A OH, nypak, Bce Oosiucs moruOHyTh B Ooro. Temephb Takas rubeiib C Opy>KHEM B pyKax
Ka3ajlach €My HEJOCTHKMMOM PpOCKOIIbKO, M OH IOYTH 3aBUAOBAJ ThICAYaM TEX CUACTIUBLEB,
KOTOpBIE HAIILUIA CBOM YECTHBIN KOHELl Ha ()POHTE BETMKONU BOHHBI.

ITpaBna, B 3TH HECKOJIBKO MAPTU3AHCKUX MECALIEB OH BCE-TAKH YTO-TO C/EJIAJl, UCIIOIHSSA CBOU
JONT TpaxiaaHuHa u Ooima. [lycTh He Tak, Kak XOTel, — Kak IO3BOJIMIM OOCTOSATENbCTBA:
HECKOJIBKO BParoB BCE K€ HAILIJIO CMEPTH U OT €TI0 PYKH.

N BOT HacTynmi1 KOHEIl.

Bce cpenanock 4eTKMM M KareropudHsIM. M 3TO 1ajio BO3MOKHOCTB CTPOrO ONPENENINUTH
BbIOOp. Ecim 4uro-mubo eme u 3a00TWIIO €r0 B KU3HHM, TaK ATO TOCIETHHUE OOS3aHHOCTH I10
OTHOUICHHUIO K JIIOJSIM, BOJICIO CyAbOBI HITH ClIydasi OKa3aBLIMMCS Tenepb psaoM. OH MOHsI, YTO He
BIIpaBe NOTUOHYTH MPEXKAE, YEM ONPEAETUT CBOU C HUMHU OTHOILIEHUS, HOO ATH OTHOILLIEHUS, BUIHO,
CTaHyT IOCJIEAHUM IIPOSIBJIEHUEM €T0 «sD» IIEPE]] TEM, KAaK OHO HaBCErJa UCUE3HET.

Ha mepBbIii B3MIs1 3TO Ka3ajloCh CTPAHHBIM, HO, MPUMHUPUBILUCH C COOCTBEHHON CMEpPTHIO.
COTHUKOB Ha HECKOJIBKO KOPOTKHMX YacOB IMPHOOpeN KakKylo-TO 0c00yto, MOYTH aOCONIOTHYIO
HE3aBHCUMOCTb OT CHJIBI CBOMX BparoB. Tenepb OH MOT MOJIHOM Mepoi MO3BOJIUTH ce0e Takoe, 4To
B JIpyroe BpeMsl 3aTPyIHSIIOCH 00CTOSTEILCTBAMH, 3200TOM O COXpaHEHHH COOCTBEHHOM KHU3HU, —
Ternepb OH YyBCTBOBaJ B ceOe HOBYIO BO3MOXHOCTb, HE IOJBIACTHYIO YK€ HHM Bparam, HU
o0CTOsITebCTBAM M HUKOMY B Mupe. OH HUuYero He OOSJICS, M 3TO JaBajlo €My OIpeJeIeHHOE
MPEUMYIIECTBO MEepe]l APYTMMHU, paBHO Kak U mepen coOoil mpexxHuM Toxke. COTHUKOB JIETKO U
IIPOCTO, KaK YTO-TO JJIEMEHTApHOE M COBEPUICHHO JIOTUYECKOE B €r0 IOJO0KEHHUH, IPUHSII
MoCJIeJIHEEe TeNephb pelleHre: B3sITh Bce Ha ceOs. 3aBTpa OH CKaKeT CJIEJJOBATENI0, YTO XOJIWI B
pa3BeaKy, UMEJl 3alaHHe, B IEPECTPEIIKE paHWII MONIMLAsA, YTO OH — KoMmaHaup KpacHoit Apmun u
MPOTUBHUK (halin3ma, MycTh pacCTpessioT ero. OcTanbHbIE 31€Ch HU MIPH YEM.

I[To cymiecTBy, OH KepTBOBaJl COOOM pajy CHAceHUs APYTHX, HO HE MEHee, YeM JIPyTuM, 3TO
MOXKEPTBOBaHUE OBLJIO HEOOXOAUMO U eMy caMoMy. COTHHKOB HE MOT COIJIACUTHCS C MBICIBIO, YTO
€ro CMEpTh SBUTCS HEJENOM CIy4allHOCTBIO IO BOJIE 3TUX IbSHBIX MPHUCITYKHUKOB. Kak n kaxnas
cMepTh B 60pb0e, OHA JOKHA YTO-TO YTBEPKIaTh, YTO-TO OTPUIIATH U IO BO3MOYKHOCTH 3aBEPUINTh
TO, YTO HE yCIIesla OCYLIECTBUTH KM3Hb. MHave 3auem Torna xku3Hb? CIUIIKOM HEJETKO AAeTCsA OHa
YeJI0BeKY, YTOObI 6€33a00THO OTHOCUTHCS K €€ KOHILY.

Bbbuto xomoHOBaTo, BpeMs OT BPEMEHHU OH B3/IparuBasl U IIyOdke 3ane3ai moj muHenb. Kak
BCErJa, MPUHATOE pEIIeHWe MpPHUHECIO OO0JIerYeHne, camMoe W3HYpPUTEIbHOE Ha BOWHE —
HEOIPeeNICHHOCTh Oolblle He Jocaxaana emy. OH yke 3Hall, KOorja MPOU30HAET €ro MoCIeIHss
OuTBa c BparaMmu, 1 3HaJl, Ha Kakue cTaHeT no3uuuu. C HUX OH He OTCTYNUT. M XOTsS 3TOT MoeTnHOK
HE CYJIMJI eMy JIETKOHM moOe/ibl, OH ObUI CIIOKOeH. Y 000MKOB Opy’KHE, CHJIa, HO U y HEro TOXe eCTh
Ha 4YeM MOCTOATh B KoHIle. OH uX He O0sIcs.

HeMmHoro nmpurpeBmumch moJ MUHENIb0, OH CHOBA HE3aMETHO YCHYII.

[IpucHuics emy CTpaHHBIM, IyTaHBIN COH.

bbut0 nake yIuBUTENBHO, YTO UMEHHO TAaKOW COH MOT IPUCHUTBLCS B €T0 MOCJIETHIO HOYb.
OH yBHJEN YTO-TO U3 JETCTBA U CPEIu IPOUYEro HE3HAUUTENHHOIO M MAaJIOTMIOHSATHOTO KaKyIO-TO
HEJIEMYI0 CLIEHY C OTLOBCKUM May3epoM. bynro COTHHMKOB Hayall BBIHUMAaTh €r0 U3 KOOYpHI,
HEOCTOPOXKHO MOBEPHYJ B CTOPOHY M CJIOMaJl CTBOJI, KOTOPBIH, KaK OKa3aloch, ObLT HE CTAJIbHOM, a
OJIOBSHHBIN, Kak B myrade. COTHHKOBAa OXBAaTHJI UCIYT, XOTs B TO BpeMs OH ObUI YK€ COBCEM He
MaJBYUIIKONW, @ TOYTH YTO HBIHEIIHUM WM, BO3MOXHO, KYypCaHTOM — JEWCTBHE MOYEMY-TO
IIPOUCXOWIO B Py>KEHHOM mapke B yuwinie. OH CTOAI BO3JIE NMUPaMUbI C OPY>)KMEM U HE 3Hal,
Kak OBbITh: C MHUHYTHl Ha MHUHYTY 3/€Ch JOJKEH Obul mosBUTbCA oTell. COTHUKOB Opocumics K
IIMPaMUJIE, HO TaM HE OKa3aJIOCh HU OJJHOTO HE3aHITOI'0 MECTA, BO BCEX FHE3AaX CTOSJIN BUHTOBKHU.
Torna oH ApoKalMMHU pyKaMH PBAaHYJ KECTSHYIO JBEpIy MEYKU U CyHYJN MUCTOJET B YEPHYIO, C
OKYpKaMHU JIbIpy TOIKH.

B cnenyromee MrHOBEHHE TaM 3aCBETHJICS OTOHb — pacKajeHHbIE MBUIAIOLINE Yrojibsi, B



KOTOpPBIX Kak OyITO TJIAaBUJIOCH YTO-TO SIPKOE€, WU OH B COBEPIICHHON pPACTEPSIHHOCTH CTOSII
HaMpOTHUB, HE 3HAas, 4TO Aenarb. A psaoM crosul oren. Ho COTHUKOB-CTapIminii Jake HE BCIIOMHUI
PO May3ep, XOTsI Y ChIHA OBLJIO TaKOE OMIYIICHHE, YTO OH 3HAJI 000 BCEM MPOUCIIEIIIEM 32 MUHYTY
1o sroro. Ilorom otern omycTtwics mepex TONKOM Ha KOPTOYKH M BPOJE COXKAJCHOMIE CKa3al
IETIeTISIBBIM, CTAPUECKUM TOI0COM: «BbLUT OTOHB, 1 ObLTA BHICIIAS CIIPABEIIMBOCTD HA CBETE...»

COTHHMKOBY MOKa3aj0Ch, YTO 3TO M3 OMOIMM — TOJCTasi €€ KHUra B YEpPHOM THUCHEHOM
MeperuieTe Korua-To Jiekana Ha MaTePUHCKOM KOMOJIE, MAJIBUMIIKOM OH MHOT/IA JIUCTAJ €€ JKEeNThIe,
MCTOYABIINE OCOOEHHBIN, 0OBETIIAIO-KHKHBIN 3amax CTpaHUIlbl. Ternepb eMy ObUIO YIUBUTEIBHO
CIIBIIIATh, KaK OUONIHIO IUTUPOBAJ OTEIl, KOTOPBII HEe BEpHII B O0Ta U OTKPHITO HE JIFOOUIT MOTIOB.

HewnsBecTHO, Kak OJITO TOpEN TOT OTOHb B NeYKe, cO3HaHHe COTHHUKOBA OMSTh MOTPY3HIOCH
BO Mpak. HaBepHO, HE CKOPO ellle OH CcTall MPUXOAUTH B ce0s, HauaB pa3iuyarh MOOIM30CTH KaKue-
TO HEBHATHBIE 3BYKH: CTYK, IIOPOX COJOMBI M THUXHWH crapueckuid ronoc. Korma ke BEpHYIOCH
ollynieHre peanbHOCTH. COTHUKOB MOHSUI, YTO 3TO TOHSUIM Kpblc. OKOHYATENbHO OYHYBUIUCH, OH
JIOJITO, MYUYUTEIBHO OTKAIUTMBAJICS, BCE PA3MBIIUISS, YTO OBl MOT 3HAYUTh 3TOT €ro coH. U kak-To
MOCTENEHHO M €CTECTBEHHO €r0 MBICISMM 3aBIAJIEN0 HIEMSIIEEe BOCIOMHUHAHHME O €r0 JaBHEM,
JTaJIEKOM JIETCTBE. ..

May3sep He cTpaHHas NMpUYyaa 3TOr0 CHa, OH JEHCTBUTEIBHO XpaHUJcs y craporo COTHUKOBA,
OBIBIIIETO KPAacKoOMa, a JI0 TOT0 — KaBaJIEPUHCKOTO MOpy4YuKa ¢ AByMs «leoprusiMm» Ha TTUPOKOM
rpyin — oduiepckoe (HoTo oTia OH HE pa3 BHIET B KPacHBOW, 3aMBICIIOBATO PACIHCAHHON
MaBJIMHAMHA MaMHMHOMW IIKaTyike. MlHorna no npasgHukaM oTer JOCTaBajl U3 KOMOJa CBOM MUCTOJIET,
Y TOTZIa ChIHY OBLIO MO3BOJICHO MPHIEPIKAThH €T0 32 KENTYI0 JEPEeBIHHYIO KOOypy, UTOOBI OTEIl MOT
BBITSIHYTh U3 HEE May3ep — BBIHYTh €r0 CaMOMY OTITy OBLJIO HEJIOBKO, €r0 MCKajJeueHHas Ha BOWHE
pyKa MOCTENEHHO OTHUMAalach. JTO ObUIM CaMble CYACTIIMBBIC B )KH3HU MAJBYMIIKA MUHYTBI, HO
MIOTOM OH MOT JIMIIIb HAaOJI0/1aTh, KaK OTEll MPOTUPAET OPYKUE — HU pa3y eMy He ObUIO pa3pereHo
Jake mourparh ¢ muctoneroM. «C OpyKHeM W HarpajaMHu WUrpaTh BO3OpaHsEeTCs», — TOBOPHII
COTHHKOB-CTapIINi, 1 MaJIBUYUK HE YOPAMUIICS, He npocuil. CIIOBO OTIA B CEMbE OBLIIO 3aKOHOM, B
OOJIBIIIOM W B MaJIOM JIOMa IApUJI ero KynabT. Bpouem, 3T0 HUKOMY HE Ka3aJloCh CTPaHHBIM: OTEIl
€ro IMOJIb30BAJICSI B TOPOAKE M3BECTHOCTHIO M JIAKE CIIABOW Iepos TPa)KAAaHCKOW BOMHBI, KOTOPBII
JUIIb TI0 TMPUYMHE CBOETO YBEUbS W UPE3MEPHON TOPIOCTH, KaK OJHAXAbl OOBSCHWIA MarTh,
3apabaThIBaJl Ha XJIeO TOYMHKOM YacoB.

Boponenslii, B iepeBsHHOM K0Oype May3ep ObLT 3aTacHHON MeuToi COTHUKOBA-MIIA IIIETO, HO
HaIpacHO OBLIO MPOCHUTH €r0 TaKXKe U 'y MaTepHu.

W Torna ManpuuiIka pemmics B3sATh MUCTOJIET CaM.

Kaxk-to, mpocHyBIIUCH YTPOM, OH YCIBIIIAI DIYXYIO TUIIKMHY B AoMe. OTel, HaBEpHO, KyJaa-TO
ymiel U3 KaMOpKH, OTKyJa IO JOMYy pa3HOCWIACh MPUBBIYHAS PA3HOTOJOCHIA YaCOBBIX
MEXaHU3MOB; MaTb, OH YK€ 3Haj, OTIPAaBHJIACh pPAaHO B IEPKOBb — HAJ TOPOAOM ILIBLI
KOJIOKOJIbHBIN MEepPEe3BOH YTPEHHEH CITyKOBI.

ToporIMBO HATAHYB KOPOTEHBKHE, IO KOJICHEH, MTAHUIITKA, OCTABUB HA IOTOM YMBIBAHHE W
YHCTKY 3yOOB, OH CKOPEHBKO MPOIIMBITHYJ B MaMHUHY CHalbHIO. 3aBETHBINA SIIUK KOMOJA OBLI
IJIOTHO 3aJIBUHYT, HO B 3aMOYHOW CKBa)KMHE OECIIEYHO TOpYal MaJleHbKHUH METHBIN KITIOYHK,
KOTOPBIM MAalIbUUIIKa TYT K€ MOBEPHYJI HAa OIWH OOOPOT W BBIHYJ CKOJIB3KYIO, JTAKUPOBAHHYIO,
HEOXHUJIAHHO Tshkenyto koOypy. Ha ee nepeBsHHOoM Ooky Onectena 3HaKomasl IUIACTHHKA C
HAJIUChIO, KOTOPYIO OH 3Han Hau3ycTh: «KpacHomy komacky A.CotHukoBy OoT PeBBOeHcoBeTa
Kapapmum». IlepBoe k€ NPUKOCHOBEHHE K OIPABIEHHOW JEpEeBOM PYKOATKE B30YyIOpaXKUIIO
MajgpuuKka. Pykd ero yBepeHHO YNpaBWIKCh C 3allEIKOW, U BOT YK€ BEChb May3ep Tyro, HO
MOJIATJINBO BHIMIEN U3 KOOYPHI, CACPKAHHO M TAMHCTBEHHO 3aCHSB CBOMMH BOPOHEHBIMH YACTSIMHU.
Hukorga npexjie He UCHBITAHHOE TPEBOYKHO-BOJHYIOLIEE YYBCTBO OXBAaTHJIO MAJIBUUILIKY, MUHYTY
OH M3y4aJl MHCTOJIET — TOJABHHYJI INPHUIEN, MOMBITAJCA OTBECTH 3aTBOp, 3alNIAHYJ B cTBOJ. Ho
caMbIM OOJIBIIIUM HACTAXJIEHUEM, KOHEYHO, ObUIO MPUIEIUTHCS. TONBKO HE ycIed OH Kak CIeayeT
00XBaTUTh PYKOSTKY M MAJBIIEM HAIyNaTh CIyCK, KAaK COBEPIIEHHO HEOXKHUIAaHHO W HEMOHSITHO W3-
MOJT €r0 PYK KY/Aa-TO MO CTOJI ONTYLIUTEIBHO TPOXHYIIO BEICTPEIIOM.

MuHyTy OH CTOSJ MMOMEPTBEBUIMM, Ciiylias 00JI€3HEHHO-OCTPbIN 3BOH B yxe. OTCKOUMB OT



CTEHBI, 110 TIOJTy KaTWJIaCh TUJIb3a, IO CTOJIOM, IOSBUBIINCH HEU3BECTHO OTKYAA, Bajslach TOJICTAs,
MCTOYEHHAs KYYKOM IIETKa C TEMHBIM U KOCBHIM CJIE/IOM ITyJIH.

[ToHsIB HaKOHEIl, YTO CIYYHIIOCh, OH CYHYJ ITUCTOJIET B KOOypy, 3amep Bce B KOMOJ U HE MOT
cebe HaliTU MecTa, ToKa He BEpHyJach MaTh. Ta cpazy mo4yBCTBOBajla HEJ0OPOE, KMHYJIACh K ChIHY
C paccrpocaMy, U OH pacckasaj Bce Kak Obuto. Pasymeercs, cipaBUThCs ¢ Takoi Oeoi He MoIvia U
MaTb, KOTOpas OuY€Hb HUCIyrajach 3a HEro, Ja)ke 3alulakajia, 4ero HUKOrJa Npexae ¢ Hel He
CJIy4aJIOCh, U CKa3aJla, YTO OH JIOJIKEH BO BCEM IPU3HATHCS OTLLY.

Pemmtbes Ha 3T0 npusHaHue Ob110 He npocTo. [loka HaOupascs pemrMoCcTH, MUHYIT Yac WIN
Oonbllle, ¥ HAKOHEI] caM He CBOM OH OTKPBLI JIBEPh OTLIOBCKOM KaMOPKHU.

Oreny paboran. Kak Bcerma, HU3KO CKJIOHMBIIMCH HaJ MOJOKOHHUKOM, COCPEIOTOYEHHO
KOBBIpsIJICS B 4aCOBOM MexaHu3Me. [IpaBasi ero pyka B yepHOU mepuyarke OECCHIBHO MOKOWIACh Ha
KOJICHSIX, a JieBas JIOBKO KoJynajia, BHMHTWJIA, pa3Oupajia U CKJIaJblBaja pa3Hble MaJIeHbKHE
OrnecTsMe ITYYKH, U3 KOTOPBIX COCTOSUTM 4achl. Ha cTeHax He B jaja JIpyr JIpyry pa3MaxuBajiu
MasiTHUKaMHU, 3BsIKaJIM U THUKAJM JIBa JIecsSITKa JeIIEeBbIX, pa3MajeBaHHBIX M0 HudepOaaTy XOIUKOB,
HECKOJIbKO OyIAMJIBHUKOB, YTojJ 3aHMMall TPOMO3JKHMH, NPHUHECEHHBIH HakaHyHe W3 paikoMa
JIEPEBSIHHBIN QY TIIAp C TsOKENbIMU TUpsAMU. OTell He o0epHyJIcs Ha MOsBJICHHE ChIHA, HO, KaK BCEraa
0€3011O0YHO y3HAB €r0, COBEPLICHHO HEKCTATH TeIepb CIPOCHIT OOIPHIM TOJI0COM:

— Hy kak nena, monozaoii uenosek? Oponen MmapuHucTa?

ManbuuK IpomoTHII HEO)KUJAHHO MOACKOUMBIINKM K TOpJly KOMOK — HaKaHYHE OH IPUHSIICA
yutarh CraHiokoBrUYa. M3 qpyrux KHMKEK, JIeKaBIIUX B OTPOMHOM JIEZJOBCKOM CYHIYKE, YK€ Majio
YTO OCTAJOCh UM HENPOYUTAHHOTO, pa3Be 4YTO coOpaHHe coumHeHHUU I[IuceMcKoro M HECKOIbKO
pa3po3HeHHbIX TOMOB CTaHIOKOBHMYA, OJMH M3 KOTOPBIX TPEThEro NHSA W BbIOpan emy oten. Ho
Ternepb ObLIO HE 10 KHUT, U OH CKa3all:

— Ilana, st Opan TBOI May3ep.

Orer; Kak-TO CTPaHHO MOTHYJ TOJIOBOM, OTJIOKMJI IHUHIIET, INPUBBIYHBIM JBU)KEHHUEM PYKH
CHSUI OYKU U CTPOTO IMOCMOTpEI Ha ChIHA.

— Kro pazpemnn?

— Huxkro. U 310... OH BBICTpENNI, — yHaBUIMM T'OJIOCOM IPOU3HEC ChIH.

Huuero He roBopst 6osblile, OTEI] BCTAJ U BbIIIEN U3 KOMHATHI. OH e OCTaJICs CTOSATh Y IBEPH
C TaKUM YYBCTBOM, Oy/ITO €ro ceilyac JOJKHBI MOJIOKUTH O]l HOXK T'HMJIbOTUHBL. Ho OH 3Ham, 4To
BUHOBAT, U TOTOB OBLJI MPUHATH CaMyl0 OECIOIaIHYIO Kapy.

Bckope oren BepHyics.

— Te1, meHok! — cka3anm oH ¢ mopora. — Kakoe Thl uMen mpaBo 0e3 pa3peneHus
IpUTparuBarbcs kK 6oeBomy opy:xuto? Kak Tl mocMen no-BOpOBCKH J1€3Th B KOMOJ?

Orer; 70ATO0 M HEIAJHO OTYUTHIBAI €T0 — U 3a HEOCTOPOKHOCTH, U 32 BBICTPEI, KOTOPBII
MOT IPUYUHUTH HECUACThE, U OOJIbILIE BCETO 3a TailHOE ero CBOEBOJIHE.

— EnuHCTBeHHOE, YTO CMArdaeT TBOIO BHUHY, TaK 3TO TBOe Npu3HaHHE. Tonbko 3TO TeOs
cnacaet. [Tonsn?

— Jla.

— Ecnu cam, koHeuHo, Hagyman. Cam?

YyBCTBYs, YTO OKOHYATEIBHO THOHET, MaJBYMK KUBHYJ, U OTell YCIOKOEHHO, MPOTSHKHO
B3JIOXHYII.

— Hy u 3a to cnacu0o.

D10 OBUIO yXKE CIUIIKOM — JIOKBIO TOKyHaTh OTIIOBCKOE cracubo, B IVla3aX y HETro
IIOTEMHEJNO0, KPOBb MPHJINJIA K JIUILY, U OH CTOSJI, HE B CWJIaX CIIBUHYTHCS C MECTA.

— Wnu urpaii, — ckasai Torjaa oTell.

Tak, B 00111eM, JIeTKO 000ILIOCH MY TO OCITyIIaHHE — HaKa3aHHUEe PEMHEM €ro MHHOBAJIO, HO
€r0 MaJIOIYIIHBIH KUBOK 0OJIC3HEHHOU IapalmHOM OCTAJICS CAAHUTh B €T0 JyIie. ITO ObLT ypOK Ha
BCIO XM3Hb. VI OH HU pa3y Ooiblile HE CONTaja HHU OTILY, HU KOMY JIpyrOMY, 3a BCE JIepXaJl OTBET,
DA JIOAAM B a3a. BujgHo, M MaTh He cKaszana OTIly, MO Ybeld HHHMIIMATHUBE MPOU30LLIO TO
oObsicHeHHe. Tak, CO CUACTIMBON YBEPEHHOCTHIO B JTIOOPOMOPSIOYHOCTH ChIHA M OKOHYMJI CBOM
IIyTh HA 3€MJIE 3TOT KaBaJICPUUCKUM, KOMaHANP, MHBAIU/ I'Pa’KJaHCKON BOMHBI M 4aCOBOW MacTep,



TBEPJIO HAJEACH, YTO ChIHY JOCTAHETCS JIy4yluas JOJIsl.
U BoT nmocramace...
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B n1peMOTHON yTpeHHEW THILIMHE HAaBEpXy 3acTydalld LIard, ITIyXOBAaTO IOHECIUCH IoJoca,
3arpoxaju JIBepH. 37ech, B IMOJBaje, OCOOCHHO CIBIIIHBI OBLTM 3TH JIBEPH, BpEMEHaMH OT HX
TPOMKOTO CTyKa JaKe CBINMAIoCh C MOTONKA. PpiOak He cmall — MOJOTHYB HOTH, MOJTYa JIeKal Ha
00Ky 1of] cTeHoil U ciymai. Tenepb Bce €ro BHUMaHUE COCPEIOTOYMIIOCH B cayxe. OKOILKO BBEPXY
IIOHEMHOTY CBETJIENIO, Ha IBOPE, HABEPHO, YK€ PACCBEJIO, U B KAMEPE TaKkKe CTAaHOBUJIOCH BHJIHEE.
W3 HOYHBIX CyMepeK MENJIEHHO BBICTYNalu TYCKJble, U3MSThbIE, KaK Obl M3KEeBaHHbIE, (DUTYPHI
apecTaHTOB — MpUCMHpEBILIEH [[eMUnxu HanpoTHUB; B YNNIy HEMOABUKHOTO, C YTPIOMBIM BUJIOM
[lerpa; bacu, npaBaa, emie He ObLIO BUAHO B TeMHOTE 1MOJl OKHOM. COTHHMKOB, KaK U MPEXIE, JekKal
Ha CIIMHE PSAAOM M IIYMHO Jblmai. Eciu Obl HE 3TO €ro JbIXaHue, MOXKHO OBUTIO ObI IOJYMaTh, YTO
OH HeXuBOW. HacTyman TpynHblid, HABEPHO MOCIEIHUN, UX JI€Hb, OHU BCE MPEIUyBCTBOBAIMN 3TO U
MOJTYAITH, KQXK/IBIM B OT/IETHHOCTH TIEPEIKUBASI CBOIO Oejy.

Camorn HaBepxy 3aTonajlM yalle, HEMPEeCTaHHO rpoxajia ABepb. M BAPYr B moJBan BOpBAJICA
pasroBop co naBopa. Peibak TOAHSIT TONOBY, ClIeTKa NPUCIOHWICS 3aThUIKOM K cTeHe. ClioB
HEBO3MOXXHO ObLTO pa30o0paTh, HO OBUIO OYEBHIIHO, YTO TaM COOHMpAUCh, BUIUMO cTpowanuch. Ho
MoYeMy HUKTO eIlle He CITyCTUJICS B mojaBai? byaro 3a0butn 0 HUX.

Kro-To mpormen Bo3jie camMoOl CTEHBI, MOCIHBIMIAJICS ONM3KUA CKPHIM TOAOIIB Ha CHETY.
HeBnaneke oT OKHa 4TO-TO 3BSKHYJIO, 3aT€M T'POMKO pazfaics rpyOblii, C XpUIIOTON TOJI0C:

— Jla TyT TpH Bcero.

— A mry¢ns eme 6suta. Hlydimo nocmotpu.

— Yto mrydus! JlonaTsl HYXHBI.

CHOBa YTO-TO METAJUIMYECKHU 3a3BSKAJI0, IOTOM MTPOCKPHUIIEIH IIATH, ¥ OIATh MOOIU30CTH BCE
ctuxyio. Ho 3TOT KOpoTKHii pa3roBop BCKOJBIXHYIN Pribaka: 3auem somarel? Jlomarsl TOJNBKO 3aTeM,
9100 KOmMaTh. A 4YTO Temeph MOXKHO ObuTO Komath 1o 3ume? Oxon? KanaBy? Moruny? Hasepho,
Moruity. Ho mist koro?

W TyT OH BCIIOMHWII: BUAHO, JEUCTBUTEIBLHO YMEP TOT IOJIULAN.

OH DNOBEpHYN TOJIOBY, BOIIPOCUTENIBHO B3MISIHYJ IO CTOpPOHaM. Jlemunxa HU3-10J CMSTOrO
IJlaTka Tak)Ke TPEBOXKHO-TIOHMMAIOIIE CMOTpeia Ha HEro, B YNy B HaNpsyKEHHOM OXXKHUJIAaHUU
3actbll [lerp. HukTto He mpOpOHWII HU CIIOBA, BCE BCIYLIMBAJIUCh, CIEPKHUBas B Ayllax CTpax U
HEYBEPEHHOCTb.

OTa UX HEYBEPEHHOCTh MPOJ0JIKAIACH, OAHAKO, Heonro. CIyCcTss MUHYTY 3a TOM K€ CTEHOU
CHOBA 3aTOIAJH, /1a TaK PEIIUTEIBHO U OMPEEICHHO, YTO HU y KOTO YK€ HE BO3HUKIO COMHEHHUS
— UM K HUM, B noasai. Korja 3arpemena nepBas aABepb, PpiOak CKOpEHBKO cell, TOYyBCTBOBAB,
Kak BAPYr W HemoOpo 3aKOJOTWIIOCH B TPyAW cepaie. Pagom 3aBO3WIICS, MPUHSIICA KaILISTh
CotHukoB. «OTKpOIOT — pPBaHyTh, COUTh C HOT — W B JBEPh», — C 3aIM037AJI0H PEIIMMOCTBIO
noayman Pribak, HO TYT 'Ke MOHSUT: HET, TaK HE BBIMIET — 3a ABEPHIO CTYINICHBKH, HE YCIIETh.

A IIBepb B caMOM JIeJie YK€ OTBOPsUIach, B KaMepy MIMOAHYIO CTY)XEH, BETPEHOU CBEKECTHIO,
U HESPKHUI CBET CO JIBOpa Cpa3y BBICBETWJI IATHb CEPhIX BCTPEBOXKEHHBIX JUI. B nBepHOM mpoeme
MOSIBWJICS] pacTOpONHbIN CTack, 3a HUM MastdMII €111€ KTO-TO C BUHTOBKOM B pyKax.

—I'enyr cnarb! — BO Bce ropio 3apeBen mnonuieiickuil. — OTtocnanuch. Beixoau:
JIUKBUIaIus!

«3HauuT, HE OIMMOIUCH, IEUCTBUTEIHLHO KOHEIl, — MPOHECIOCh B cO3HaHuU Pribaka. — Ecnu
Obl KOrO OJHOTO, a TO BCE€X, 3HAUMT...» Ha MHHYTy OH Kak-TO OOMSK, BAPYT JHUIIMBIIMCH BCEX
CBOMX CWJI, BSUTO TOA0Opan HOTH, TOMPABWII MIANKY HA TOJIOBE U TOJIBKO 3aT€M OMEpCs O COJIOMY,
coOupasicb BCTaTh.

— A ny BbIckakuBaii! J106poBonbHO, HO 00s13aTeBbHO! — KPUKIMBO MOHYKad CTack.

Ilerp B ymiy mepBeIM BCTal Ha HOTM, 3a0XaB, Hadajga nogHuMmarbcs Jlemuuxa. IleiTasce
BCTaTh, 3ajamain pykamu mo creHe COTHUKOB. PpiOaKk HEBHIANIUM B3DISJIOM CKOJIB3HYN TIO €r0



OnenHoMy, emie Oonbllle OCYHYBIIEMYCS 3a HOYb JIMIly, Ha KOTOPOM TEMHEIH TIIyOOKO
MIpOBaJMBIINECS [V1a3a, ¥, HE JOAyMaB 4Yero-To, Yero-To He MPOYYBCTBOBAB, HAPABUJIICS K BBIXOJY.

— JlaBaii, napait! /[BaauaTe MUHYT OCTalOCh! — MOJATOHAJ IMOJIMIIANM, BXOJs B MX BOHIOUEE,
YCTJIaHHOE COJIOMOi Niexouie. — Hy TbI, 0HOHOTHIA, KUBO!

— Ilpous pyxu! A cam! — npoxpunen COTHUKOB.

— A TBI, XKUJ0BKa, 4TO XJemb? A Hy BeiMeTalick! He xorena mpusHaBaTbest — Oynenib Ha
BepeBke OontaTrbes, — cocTpui CTach U TYT ke BbI3BepHiIcs: — [9Th, roga napmmsas!

[To 3acHexeHHBIM OCTOHHBIM CTYIEHSM OHHM BblOpanuch BO ABOp. PriOak Bsio mepecTyman
HOTaMHM, HE 3acTeruBas NoiylryOka M He 3ameuas Oozpsmield Mopo3Hoi cexxecTd. Ilocie Houw,
MIPOBEJICHHON B CMpAaJHOM I0O/IBajie, B TOJIOBE 3aKPYXHJIOCh, OyATO OT XMenbHOro. Bo aBope
HalpOTHB CTOSJIO YEJIOBEK IIECTh IOJIMIAEB C OPYXUEM HAW3TOTOBKY — OHH JKJIAlIH. YTpPO
BBIIAJIOCh TAaCMYPHOE, OBbLIT HEOOBILION MOpO3ell, HaJl KpbIlIaMU U3 TPYO CTPEMUTEIHHO PBAIKCH B
IIPOCTPAHCTBO CU3bIE KJIOUbS JBIMOB.

Pp16ak HepemuTenbHO CTaN Mepesl KPhUIBLOM, PSIIOM OCTaHOBIIIACh JleMunxa U ¢ Heil BMecTe
bacsi, xoTopas, OyaTo K Marepu, NOTSAHYJIAch TeNepb K 3TON KEHIIMHE. 350Kk0 MprKuMas OJHY K
Jpyroil Gockle 3aKopeBIIME CTYIHH, OHAa CO CTpaxoM omisibiBaja nonuuaen. [lerp ¢ mpaunoit
OTPELICHHOCThIO BO BCEM CBOEM CEJOBJIACOM CTapyeCKOM OOJMKe CTall 4yTh IMOOAalb. Tem
BpemeHeM CTach, IpsS3HO pyrasich, BTallWI MO cTyneHbkaM COTHHUKOB a, KOTOPOTO TYT K€ yCTallo
Opocun Ha cHer. He naB cebe nepenpiiiky, COTHUKOB C YCHJIMEM TOAHSJICS Ha HOTH U BBITPSIMUIICS
B CBOEH M3MATOU, OKPOBABICHHOW IINHEIIH.

—I'ne cnenosarens? IlozoBute crnenoBarens! — TBITAICS OH KPUKHYTH DIIyXOBaThbIM,
CPBIBAIOIIMMCS TOJI0COM M 3aKalllIsIICs.

Pri0ak crioxBaTuics, 4TO M €My TOXKe HEOOXOIUM cieoBaTeNlb, HO B oTiauuue oT COTHUKOBA
OH MPOU3HEC CIIOKOMHO:

— [la, otBenute Hac k cinenoBarento. OH BUepa roBOpHUII. ..

— OtBeneMm, a Kak ke! — ¢ U37AeBKOM HaMEKHYJ Ha YTO-TO KOPEHACThIA MOPJIAThIN MOTUIIAM.
C BepeBKOI HArOTOBE OH PELIUTENIBHO IIArHyJl HaBCcTpeuy: — A Hy, pyku! Pyku!

[Jenare Obu1o Heuero, PeiOak MpoOTSAHYN PyKH, TOT JIOBKO MO OJHOW 3aJIOMWJI MX Ha3aa U ¢
MIOMOIIBIO IPYTOTo Havyall BA3aTh 3a CIMHON. Bee 310 Ob110 OecriepeMoHHO, Tpy00 U 00bHO. Prib6ak
MOMOPIIWIICS — HE TaK OT OOJIM B 3aIlICThE, KaK OT OXBAaTHBILETO €ro OTYasSHUS: BEIb ATO ObLI B
CaMOM JIeJIe KOHEll.

— HonoxwuTte cnenoBarento. Ham Hajo k ciiegoBaTelnto, — MPOTroBOPHII OH HE OYE€Hb, OJTHAKO,
PELIUTENHHO, IBCTBEHHO OLIyIIast, KaK 3eMJIsl, 3aK0JI€0aBIINCh, OBICTPO YXOIUT U3-TIOJ €r0 HOT.

Ho nonunaii ¢3aay TOJIBKO 3710 BBIPYTAJICS.

— Ilo3ano. OTcnenoBanuce yxe.

— Kak 310 orcnenoBanmch! — 3akpuyan Peibak u misHYT depe3 1iedo: HeOpuTas, B Oemoid
IIeTUHE MOpJa, y3Kue, Oeraroliue, COBCEM CBHHOBATHIC IVIa3KH, B KOTOPBHIX OBLIO aOCOIIOTHOE
Oe3pasznnyrie K HeMy, — TaKoro, HaBEpHO, HE HUCIyraenib. Torjga OH yXBaTHIICA 3a €IMHCTBEHHYIO
OCTaBILYIOCSI BO3MOYKHOCTB M cTaji npocuth: — Hy nozosute IloprHoBa. Uto Bam ctout? Jlroau Bul
WJIU HET?

Ho 1o IlopTtHoBa, HaBepHOE, ObLIO Aaiblile, 4eM /10 ero, Pribaka, cmeptu. Hukro emy naxe He
OTBETHUJL.

Mexay TeM pyKH ero ObUIM yMENO M TYro CBSi3aHbl TOHKOM BEpEeBKOH, KOTOpas OOJIbHO
Bpe3aJIach B KOXKY, ¥ €r0 OTTOJKHYJIM B CTOPOHY. B3sutncs 3a Jlemunxy.

— Tel, naBaif croma ciemoBarensi! — Kanuisis, HacTelpHO TpebGoBan CorHukoB ot Cracs,
KOTOPBIM ¢ BUHTOBKOM 3a CIIMHOM XJIOMOTAJ BO3Je JleMunxu.

Ho ToT nake He B3IIISIHYIN B €0 CTOPOHY, OH, KaK U BCE OHHU TYT, OyJITO OIIOX K MX MPOChOaM,
OynTo 3710 yxe Obuth He momau. M 31o emie 6ombinie yoenuino Perbaka B TOM, 9TO €710 UX KOHYEHO,
Oyner cmepth. Ho kak sxe Tak? W mouemy e OH HE PELIMJICS, KOTZa y Hero ObLTH CBOOOIHBIMH
pyku?

YTo-TO B HEM OTHYASHHO 3aTPENBIXAJIOCh BHYTPHU OT CO3HAHMSI COBEPLIEHHON OIUIOUIHOCTH, U
OH pacTepsIHHBIM B3MISAZ0M 3ameTtalcs Bokpyr. Ho cnacenus nurae He Obuto. Hampotus, cyns no



BCeMY, ObICTpO mpuOmMxkaincs kKoHelu. Ha Kpbulbllo W3 TOMEIIEHUS OIUH 3a APYTHMM Hayalo
BBIXOHUTHh HAYAJIbBCTBO — KAKHE-TO YHWHBI B CIIC HOBGHBKOﬁ, BUIHO TOJBKO 4YTO HaHHHeHHOﬁ,
MOJMLIEHCKON (hopMe: YepHBIX KOPOTKOBATHIX IIMHENSX C CEPbIMH BOPOTHHUKAMHM U TAaKUMHU XKe
oOluIaraMu Ha PyKaBax, IpH MUCTOJIETAX; ABOC, HABCPHO HEMIIBI, ObLLIH B JJIMHHBIX JXKaHJApPMCKHUX
MIMHENAX U (ypakkaX C BBICOKO MOAHSATHIM BepXoM. Heckolbko 4enoBeK, OfE€ThIX B LITATCKOE, C
maphaMu Ha IIesx, JAepKaUuCh 3aMETHO OTUYKIEHHO — OYIATO TOCTH, NMPUINIALICHHbIE HAa YY>KOU
npa3aHuk. llomumam Ha JABOpe YBaKUTENBHO NPUTHXJHM, MofoOpanuck. KTo-To TOpOIUMBO
MOCYMTAI C3a/U:

— Pas, nBa, Tpu, yeTeIpe, MATS. ..

— Hy, Bce rotoBo? — crpocui ¢ KpbUlblla TUIEYUCTHIN MOJUIAl ¢ MaJeHbKON KOOypoil Ha
JKUBOTE.

NmenHno »sta kobOypa, a Takke ¢Gurypa CHIBHOTO, BHJHOIO CpeOu JApPYTUX ueJoBeKa
nojckazanu Ppibaky, 4To 3TO HadanbHUK. Tolbko OH moayMan 00 3TOM, KaK C3aAM CHUILIO
BBIKpUKHYJI COTHHUKOB:

— HavanbHuk, s Xouy cienaTh OJJHO COOOIIEHHE.

OcTaHoOBHUCH Ha CTYIICHbKaX, HAYAJIbHUK BIICPHUII B ap€CTaHTa TSHKEIBINA B3IUIAO.

— Yro Takoe?
— 5] maptu3aH. DTO A paHWI Ballero IMOJWIas, — HE OYEHb IPOMKO cka3an COTHUKOB H
KUBHY1 B CTOpoHY Pribaka. — Tor 31ech okazancs ciiyyallHO — e€ciM HOHAJ00MUTCS, MOTY

00BsicHUTh. OcTanbHbIE HU NPU YeM. bepute o1HOro MeHsl.

HauanscTBO Ha KppUIbLlE NpUMONKIO. JlBoe, IueAmue BIEpenu, HENOyMEBAIOLIE
NEePEerISHYINCh MeXay coOol, u Ppibak omryTwia, kak B JyIIe €ro BCIbIXHYJa MajeHbKas
CracuTeNbHasi HCKOpKa, 3aKermias ClaOeHbKYIO eIle HaJexAy: a BIpYT MOBepsAT? DTO ero
00HAaIe)KUBIIIEE YYBCTBO TYT )K€ MOPOIWIO TUXYIO OiarogapHOCcTh COTHHUKOBY.

OpHako MUHYTHOE BHUMAHHE HA JIMIE HauaJbHUKA CMEHWIOCHh HETEPIEINBOM CTPOrOCThIO.

— DT0 Bce? — XOJOIHO CIIPOCHII OH Y IArHyJ CO CTYNIEHbKHU Ha CHET.

COTHHKOB 3aUKHYJICSI OT HEOXKHUIAHHOCTH.

— Mory 00BACHUTH OAPOOHEE.

KT0-TO HEOBOMBEHO OYpPKHYI, KTO-TO 3aTOBOPHII ITO-HEMEIIKH, U HAYaIbHUK MaXHYJ PYKOM.

— Benure!

«BoT Kkak, He XOYeT Jaxe W CIyllaTb», — OMATh BMaJas B OTYasHUE, moayman Prroak.
Hagepnoe, Bce yxe pemeno 3arogs. Ho kak ke Torna on? Heyxenu Tak HU4EM M HE TTOMOXET eMy
3TO TeponYeCKOoe 3acTynHuuecTBO COTHUKOBA?

OcCTOpOXHO cTymas Mo NpOruOarolUMCs ACPEBSHHBIM CTyINEHbKaM, MOJHIAW CXOJWIH C
KpbUTbIa. M BAPYT B OJHOM M3 HHUX, YTO Ha 3TOT pa3 Takke ObUI B monuienckoi ¢opme, Pribak
y3Han [loptHoBa. Hy, pazymeercsi, 3T0 ObUI TOT CaMblid BUEPAIIHHKA CJIEIOBATENIb, KOTOPBIM Tak
OOHaJIeKUJ €ro CBOMM IIPE/UIOKEHHEM M Temepb Kak Obl OTCTymwics. YBHIEB ero, Pribak
BCTpEIEHyJICS, BeCh MoAaJics Brepea. brina He Oblla — Tenepb eMy yKe HHUYTO He Ka3ajoCch HU
CTpAILIHBIM, HU Q)K€ HEJIOBKUM.

— J'ocrionuH cnenoBarens! ['ocniogun cienoBarens, oqHy MUHYTKY! Bbl 3TO Buepa roBopuim,
Tak, s cornaceH. S TyT, eli-0ory, HU pu yeM. Bot oH moaTBepauI. ..

HauanbscTBO, KOTOpOE YK€ HaNpaBiIsLIOCh CO JABOpa K YIUIE, ONSATh HEJOBOJIBHO, MO OJHOMY
ctano ocraHaBnuBathcs. OctanoBuics u [loprHoB. HoBast monuielickas IMHEIb HA HEM Ka3ajlach
SIBHO HE M0 pa3Mepy U HeOOMATO TOMOPIIMIIACh Ha €T0 MaJeHbKOH, Tomel ¢urype, yepHas MUIoTKa
MO-NEeTYyIIMHOMY TopyaJia B cTopoHy. Ho B o0nnke creoBaresis 3aMeTHO NMPUOBIIO HayaIbCTBEHHOM
BaKHOCTH, KAKOM-TO MOKA3HON CTPOTOCTH. BBICOKMI, TyT0O NEPETSHYTHI PEMHEM HEMEI] B IINHEIN
BOIIPOCUTEINIBHO B3MJISIHYJ Ha HETO, U CJIEA0BATENb YTO-TO OOHKO OOBSICHUII O-HEMELIKH.

— Ilomowinure croma!

[Tpu mpucTanbHOM BHUMAHUU C 00enX CTOPOH Pribak momomien K Kpeuibity. Kaxkasiii ero mar
MYUYHUTENbHBIM, YIapOM OT3bIBajICs B ero ayiie. Hurouka ero eme He OKpeniend HaJaeK bl ¢ Kaxa0i
CEeKyHI0M roToBa Obli1a HaBceraa 000pBaThCs.

— Bb&I comtacHbl BCTYNUTh B MOJTUINIO? — CHPOCHUII CI€I0BATENb.



— CormaceH, — €O BCEil HCKPEHHOCTbIO, Ha KOTOPYIO ObLT crtocoOeH, oTBeTr Pribak.

OH He CBOAWJI CBOETO IOYTH MPEAAHHOTO B3IVIAJAa C HECBEXKEro, HEMOJIONOIO, XOTI H
TIiatenbHo BbIOpUTOro numa I[loptHoBa. CriemoBaTtenbs M HeMel OOMEHSUIMCH elle HECKOJIbKUMU
dbpazaMu MO-HEMEIIKH.

— Tak. Pa3Bs3ats!

— CBoyloub! — Kak ygap, CTYKHYJ €ro Ho 3aThUIKy HETpOMKHU 3710M OKpuK COTHUKOBA,
KOTOPBIHA TYT e U BbIAAN ceOsi 3HAKOMBIM OO0JIe3HCHHBIM KaIILJIEM.

Ho mycts! Urto-TO rpo3HOE, HEOTBpATUMO IMOJACTYIABIIEE K HEMY, BAPYT CTajo OBICTPO
OTHANATHCSA, Pri0ak rmy0ike B3JOXHYN M MTOYYBCTBOBAJ, KaK €33y JIEPHYIHU ero 3a pyku. Ho oH He
omsHyscs Aaxke. OH MOIIHO MOYYBCTBOBAJ TOJIBKO OJHO: Oyzner »uTh! Pa3Bs3aHHBIE pyKH €ro
BOJIHO OMaJId BIOJb Tella, U OH €II€ HEOCO3HAHHO CJeJiaj Iiar B CTOPOHY, BCEM CYIIECTBOM
CTapasiCh CKOpee OTAETUTHCS OT MPOUYNX, — TEIEepPh EMY XOTEJIOCh ObITh KaK MOXKHO OT HUX JaJblIe.
OH oromien emie Ha TPU IIara, ¥ HUKTO HE OCTaHOBUJ ero. Kro-To u3 HauanbCcTBa MOBEPHYJICH,
HaMpaBJISAsACh K BOPOTaM, Kak c3au pazfaics Kpuk [lemunxu:

— Ara, nyckaete! Torna myctute u Mmens! Ilyctute! YV MeHs manble, a, O0keuka, Kak Ke
oHH!..

Ee WcmoONHEHHBI TUKOTO OTYasHHUS KPUK CHOBA 3aCTaBUJI BCEX OCTAHOBUTHCS, M OJIMKE
Ipyrux K Hed okaszancs [loptHoB. BbIcOkmMiI HeMen HEAOBOIBHO NPOKAPTABWI YTO-TO, H
CJIe/I0BaTellb B3MaxHYJ PyKOH.

— Benute! — cka3zan oH 1 noBepHyJics B cTopoHy PriGaka. — Bel mojcobute ToMy, — BIPYT
yka3an oH Ha COTHUKOBA.

Pribaky 310 Mano moHpaBuiaoch, oT COTHHKOBA TENeph OH XOTeN Obl JIep:KaThCsl MOJAJIbIIE.
Ho npukas ecTh npukas, 1 OH C TOTOBHOCTbBIO MOJICKOUMII K HEIaBHEMY CBOEMY TOBApHIILY, B3sJI €r0
IIOJT PYKY.

CKBO3b HaCTEXb PACKPBIThIE BOPOTA UX MOBENIX Ha yauly. [lonuiian ¢ BAHTOBKaMU HaroToBe
oM mo o0e cTopoHbl. HawanbcTBO, pacTSHYBIINCH, MPUOTCTANIO, MPOIMYyCKas MX Brepeau ceos.
[TepBoiM mien [leTp — BBICOKUI U CTapbIil, ¢ Oeor0, O€3 MIANKK TOJIOBOM U 3aJIOMIICHHBIMH Ha3al
pykamu. 3a HUM, JIaBsCh IutadeM, Tamuiack Jlemunxa. Pa1oM B KakOH-TO TEMHOM, C 4yKOTo Ijieda
OJIC’KKE C JNTMHHBIMU PyKaBaMU OBICTPEHBKO ceMeHMIIa 60ChIME HOTaMu bacs.

Pribak nmopaepxuBan noj pyky COTHHUKOBA, KOTOPBIM KakK-TO Ha IJla3ax CHUK, elle OoJblie
OCYHYJICA M, KallUlsisl, MEJICHHO TallWICid 3a BCEMH, CHIIBHO MpUIaJas Ha paHEHYK HOTY.
[TouepHeBmas ero crtoma, OyATO HEXHBasi, KOCTSHO KOBBIpsJa MajblaMU CHET, OCTaBIIAs HAa HEM
HEECTECTBEHHbIC 3UMOM oTnevyarku. OH Momyal, U Peibak He OTBaXKHUIICS 3arOBOPUTH ¢ HUM. Mast
BMECTE, OHH YK€ OKa3aJINCh IO pa3Hble CTOPOHBI YEPTHI, Pa3fessIBIICH JI0IEH HA APY3€H U Bparos.
Pribak XOTst ¥ 4yBCTBOBad, OyATO BMHOBAT B YEM-TO, HO cTapaicsi cebs yOemuTh, 4TO OOJBINOI
BHHBI 32 HUM HET. BUHOBAT TOT, KTO JI€JIa€T YTO-TO MO CBOEH 37101 BOJIE WIIM PaJu BRITOABI. A y HETO
Kakas ke Beiroga? IIpocTo oH uMen OombIle BO3MOXKHOCTEH M CXUTPHI, YTOOBI BBDKUTH. HO OH He
U3MEHHUK. Bo BCsKOM ciyyae, CTaHOBUTHCS HEMELUKHM MPUCTYKHHUKOM He coOupaiica. OH Bce
JKAall, 9TOOBI YIy4UTh YIOOHBI MOMEHT — MOXKET, ceiiuac, a MOXET, UyTh IMO3XKe, U TOJIBKO OHU €ro
YBUIAT. ..
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COTHHMKOB $ICHO TIOHSJI, YTO POBHBIM CUe€TOM HHYero He aoOwics. Ero HamepeHnue, Tak
€CTECTBECHHO TIpHUIIEANIce K HEMY HOYBIO W IOYTH MPHUHECIIEe €My YCIIOKOCHHE, JIOMHYJIO Kak
MBUTBHBIA My3bIpb. [lonuius Oblla MAPHOHETKON B pyKaX y HEMIIEB U COBEPIICHHO Oe3pa3indHO
OTHECJach K €ro IMOKa3aHWI0 — HaIlleBaTh €d Ha TO, KTO M3 HUX BHUHOBAT, €CJIM NPHOBLI
COOTBETCTBYIOIIHI MPUKA3 UM MOSBUIACH TOTPEOHOCTH B yOUICTBE.

EnBa neprxach Ha HOrax, OH OCJIa0eI0 TAIIMJICSA 33 BCEMH, CTapasCh HE CIUIIKOM OMHPATHCS
Ha Yy)XYIO0 Telepb W MPOTHBHYIO eMmy PpiOakoBy pyky. To, 4TO mMpoH30LUIO BO IBOpPE MOIHUIUH,
COBEPIICHHO COKPYIIWJIO €ro — TakKoro OH He mpeaBuiei. be3yciloBHO, OT cTpaxa WIH W3
HEHABUCTH JIIOJM CIIOCOOHBI Ha JII000€ MpeaareiabcTBO, HO Pribak, kaxercs, He ObLT mpenaresiem,



Kak He ObLT U TpycoM. CKOJBKO €My MPEeN0CTaBIsIOCh BOBMOKHOCTEH nepedekaTs B MOJTHUIIHIO, a
U CTPYCUTh OBUIO MPETOCTATOYHO CIIy4aeB, OJHAKO BCETJa OH Jaepxkaycs noctoiHo. [lo kpaiinei
Mepe, He XyXe Iapyrux. BuiHo, 31ech BCe €0 B KOPBICTHOM pacyeTe padu CIIAaCeHHUsl CBOEH
IIKYPBI, OT KOTOPOTO BCET/Ia OJIUH IIar JI0 MpeIaTe/IbCTRA.

CoTHHMKOBY OBLIO MYUYUTEIBHO OOHMIHO 32 CBOE HamWBHOE (PaHTa3epcTBO — caM TOTEpsB
HaJeX Iy U30aBUTHCSA OT CMEPTH, HaIyMmall crmacarh Apyrux. Ho Te, KTO TONBKO W kKaxAeT JII0OoH
[IEHOW BBIKUTH, 3aCITy>KUBAIOT JIU OHU XOTSI ObI OJTHOM OTHAaHHOM 3a HUX KU3HU? CKOJBKO yXkKe UX,
YeJl0oBeUeCKUX >KU3HeH, co BpemeH Mucyca Xpucrta ObUTIO NMPUHECEHO HAa KEPTBEHHBIM anTapb
YeJIOBEYECTBA, U MHOTOMY JIM OHM Hay4HJIU 3TO 4esoBedecTBO? Kak u ThicsuM jeT Ha3aj, yeloBeKa
CHellaeT B MEpByIO odepeab 3aboTa o camMoM cebe, U camblii O1aropoJHbI MOPBIB K A00py U
CIOPABEAJIMBOCTH TMOPOM KaXETCs CO CTOPOHBI IO MEHbBIIEH Mepe 4YydayeCTBOM, €CIIM He
COBEPIIICHHO JPEMYYEil TIIYIOCTHIO.

COTHHMKOB TTOHEMHOTY TPUXOIWI B ce0si, ero Hauaja JOHUMATh CTyxka. OT ciaboctu Ha 0y
BBICTYTIHJI TIOT, KOTOPBIM HE Cpa3y BHICHIXAJ HA MOPO3HOM BETPY, M TOJIOBA OTTOTO CTHUIA JIO JIOMOTHI
B M03ry. U BoOOIIIE, CTYyACHBIN BETEep, KAKETCS, HAYMCTO BBIAYBaJ U3 HETO OCTATKH HAKOIUICHHOTO
3a HOYb TEIUIA, TEJIO OMATh Hadam coTpsicath 03H00. Ho COTHUKOB cTapalics 1OTeprieTh 10 KOHIIA.

Ha nycroit MecTeukoBOM yiauIle OHU MEPEUUIM MOCTOK, JajbIlle C OHONH CTOPOHBI HAUMHAJICS
Y3€HBKUN OTOPOXKEHHBIN CKBEPUK C HECKOJIBKUMHU PsITAMH TOHKHX, CTHIBIIMX HAa MOPO3€ JIEPEBIIEB.
Briepenu Ha mpuropke BbICWIICS O€NBIN JABYXITAXKHBIN JOM; IIMPOKOE MOJOTHHINE (HaITHCTCKOTO
(mara pa3BeBaJioch Ha ero yniry. HaBepHoe, Tam pa3Memianach yrnpaBa WM KOMEHJATypa, BO3JIE
KOTOPOM KOTOIIUIIOCH Kakoe-To coopuiiie. COTHUKOB YAUBUIICS: Kakas HyXJla coOpana 3TUX Jroaei
B ogHo Mecto? [lotoM OH momgymal, 4YTO, BO3MOXKHO, CErofmHs Oazap. A MOXeET, 4To-TH00
ciyuaunochk? Wnm ckopee BCEro COTHAIM HacelieHHWe, 4TOOBI yCTpalmTh paccTpenoM. Ecnu Tak,
MyCTh PaCCTPEIIUBAIOT, UM €III¢ JIeT4de OyJeT MPUHATh CMEPTh Ha BHY. UTO ke KacaeTcs cTpaxa, TO
€ro Ha BOWHE W TaK XBaraeT ¢ M30BITKOM, U TeM He MeHee Oopnba pasropaercsa. Ha cmeny
Ka3HEHHBIM NpUAyT Apyrue. CMmenble Bceraa HalayTes.

OHu MenneHHo MpUOIIKaIUCh K AToMy qoMy. Ctenma COTHUKOBa, OyATO HETHYIIUNCS MIPOTE3,
BBIKOBBIPHBAJIa CTPAaHHBIC SIMKH B PBIXJIOM, PAacTEPTOM IOJIO3bSIMU U JIONMIAQAWHBIMH KOTIBITAMHU
CHETY, HOTa BCsI TOpelia HelpecTaHHOW TIyOWHHOM 0OJNBI0 M C YCHIIMEM MOAYMHSIAch eMy. BumaHo,
OH BCE € MPEyBEINYMBAI CBOU CHUJIBI, KOTJ[a B HadaJie MMy TH BO3HAMEPHUIICS UATH caM, — TeTreph OH
MOYTH BUCHYJ Ha TBeploi pyke Pribaka. OT MoCTHKa Hayascs MOJOTHH MOABEM, H €My CTalIO eIlle
Tpy/AHEe, HE XBaTajlo JAbIXaHUs, B IMla3aX TEMHEIO, JOpora TO M JEJO0 yCKoib3ala u3-moj Hor. OH
UCITyTaJICS, YTO HE JIOMIET, CBAIUTCS, U TOTJIa paHbIIE BPEMEHHU MPUCTPEIIAT, KaK MapIIMBOTO 1ca, B
KaHaBe. Het, 5Toro oH He MOT ITO3BOJINTH ceOe — JTa)Ke B €ro MOJIOKEHUN ITO Ka3aJ0Ch CIUIIKOM.
CBoI0 cMepTh, Kakol Obl OHAa HH ObLIA, OH JJOJKEH BCTPETUTH C CONIATCKUM JOCTOMHCTBOM — 3TO
CTaJI0 TIAaBHOIO IIEJTBI0 €T0 MOCIETHINX MUHYT.

OHH B301IM HAa IPUTOPOK U OCTAaHOBWINCH. C Tpy/ioM B3/10XHYB, COTHUKOB BIEPUJI B3IVISI] B
CIUHY TEpPeAHHUX, OXHUAAss, YTO OHHM ONATh JNBUHYT Aayblie. Ho KOHBOWHBIC TOJUIAN TaKKe
OCTaHOBWJIMChH, BIIEPEAM MOCIHBIIIAICS PAa3roBOP MO-HEMEIKA — HECKOJIBKO YEJIOBEK M3 HayajJbCTBa
KO TIOJ CTEHOW »dToro mM00poTHOro joma. HampoTuB, dYepe3 ynuily, y IITaKeTHUKA,
OTTOPKUBAIOIIETO CKBEP, U BO3JIE ABYX 00JE37BIX OYyIOK-IaPHKOB 3aCTHUIN MSATh-IIECTh JACCATKOB
JIOZICH, TaK)Ke SIBHO YEro-TO OkKuJaBmIMX. CTalio MOX0XKe, 9TO UX HEOONbIIas MPoIeccust mpuobLIa
K MECTy Ha3HAYCHHsI — JaJblile JOPOTH HE OBLIO.

U tornpa COTHUKOB yBUIET BEPEBKH.

[1aTh THOKMX TMEHHKOBBIX TETENh TUXO IMMOKAUYMBAIUCh HAJ YIUIEH, OyATO AEMOHCTPUPYS
nepea BCeMHU OTMEHHYIO HaJIe)KHOCTh CBOMX TOJICTBIX, CO 3HAHUEM JieJia 3aTSHYThIX y3710B. Bucenu
OHM Ha TNEpeKJaJruHE CTApOM, ellle JOBOCHHOW ynu4HOM apku. «l[lpuroamnace», — MEIbKHYJIO B
rosioBe y COTHMKOBa, Cpa3y Y3HABIIETO 3TO TPAIUIUOHHOE /IS PANIIEHTPa COOPYKEHHE — TOYHO
Takas e apka Oblja Korna-To u B ero ropoake. Ilepen mpazgHukom ee yOupamu aepe3oi U XBOEH,
MPWIAKUBAIA HABEPXy JIO3YHI, HAlMCAHHBIA YEpHWIAMH Ha Kycke o0oeB. Psamom mnepen
WCTIOJTKOMOM COOMpAany TMpa3IHUYHBbIE MUTHUHTH, W TIOJ HEBBICOKUM TPOJIETOM apKu MPOXOAUIH
KOJIOHHBI YUYEHHUKOB M3 JIByX IIIKOJI, paboumx JIbHO3aBOJa, MACTEPCKUX M TapHOro KomOmHaTta. Ha



KPECTOBHHE BBEpXy OOBIYHO Topena 3Be3la W3 (aHepbl WM pPa3BeBAICS Ha BeTPy (UIaXKOK,
MIpHJIaBaBIINE 0COO0 TOP)KECTBEHHYIO 3aBEPIICHHOCTh BCEMY COOpYKEeHHI0. Tenepp e TaM HUYero
He OBLJI0, TOJBKO Ha CTON0aX M3-TI0J] MOYEPHEBIINX PECK-IIYUUH BBITVISIIBIBAIN OyMaKHbIE OOPBIBKU
Jla TpembIXajcid Ha BETPY KAaKOM-TO BBUIMHABIIMK JIOCKYT pPa3MEpOM C YroOJIOK MHUOHEPCKOTO
rajictyka. OKKYNaHTbl NPUHECIM Ha apKy CBO€ YKpalleHHEe B BHJE ITUX HOBEHbKHX, HABEPHO
CIEIMATIBHO PaJy TAKOTO CIIy4das BBIMMCAHHBIX CO CKJIA/Ia, BEPEBOK.

A oH ayman, OyaeT paccTped. ..

JIBoe — monuuai u eme KTo-TO B CEpOM CYKOHHOM MOJJEBKE — HECIU Yepe3 YLy CTapylo,
KOJTYCHOTYIO CKaMbt0, 1 COTHHMKOB TOHSUI, YTO 3TO JUIsI HUX, YTOOBI JOCTATh JI0 METIH, MPEXKIC YeEM
3a00TaThCsl, CBEPHYB Ha IUIEYO rOJIOBY — OECIIOMOIIIHO, OTBPATUTENbHO U 6e3ronoco. EMy Bapyr
CTaJI0 MPOTHUBHO OT OJHOTO JIMIIL TPEACTABICHHS O ce0e TMOBEIICHHOM, Ja W OT BCell HToM
YHU3UTENIbHOM, OecueloBeYHOM pacrhpaBbl. 3a BpeMs BOWHBI OH W He IMOAyMall Jdaxe o
BO3MOXKHOCTH JIpyrod TWOENH, 4eM OT OCKOJKa WM IyJId, U Temepb BCE B HEM B3BHIOCH B
WHCTUHKTHUBHOM IIPOTECTE MPOTUB ATOTO aJCKOTO YAYIICHUS METIEH.

Ho oH HuUYeM yxe He MOT MoMO4Yb HU ceOe, Hu IpyruM. OH TOJBKO MBICIEHHO YroBapHBall
ce0si: Huuero, Huuero!.. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 3TO WX MPaBO, KX 3BEPUHBIN 00bIYal, UX BIACTh. Tenepn
MIOCJICHSS €T0 00S3aHHOCTh — TepIeTh 0e3 TeHU CTpaxa Ui coxaneHus. [IycTh Bemaror.

CkaMeiiky Tam, HaBepHOE, yxe ycraHoBWiW. [IpoBopHbii, Be3mecymmii Crtach, a Takke
3I0POBEHHBIN, HM)KE XJIICTHKA MOANOSICAHHBIA MO MIHWHENW byauna u Ipyrue nojviav noBEIu UX
nof apky. Hactymas Ha 3akocTeHeBIy10, 00JIe3HEHHYIO cTynHI0, COTHUKOB MPUKUHYI: OCTaBaJIOCh
[IaroB MSATHAALATh-BAIAaTh, U OH OTHsT y Pribaka pyky — xoten mgoiitu cam. OHH TPOILIH
MEXK]ly MOJIMIIA€B, BO3JI€ TPYNIbl HEMEUKOr0 M IITATCKOTO HA4YaJdbCTBA, KOTOPOE TEPIECIUBO
TONTAJIOCH NOJ CTEHOW 31aHusl. HaunHaucs crniekrakib, MECTHas MOJULEHCKas CaMOAEATEIbHOCTh
Ha HeMelkuil maHep. [lonuuan moTopamIvBainCh, CYETHWINCh, YTO-TO Y HUX HE MOMYyYaloCh Kak
cinenyeT. HekoTopble n3 HayanbCTBa XMYPHIIUCh, & APYTUE HE3JI0 U 0€33a00THO NE€PEeroBapUBaIlCh,
OyITO CONUIMCH MO OyTHUYHOW, HE OYEHb WHTEPECHON HAJTOOHOCTH M CKOPO BO3BPATATCS K CBOMM
npuBBIYHBIM JieTiaM. C UX CTOPOHBI JJOHOCHIICS 3allaX CUTapeT U OJCKOJIOHA, CIBIIIAINCE OOPBIBKU
CITy4alHBIX, HUUEro He 3Hadamux (pa3. COTHHKOB, OJHAKO, HE CMOTpPEN Ty/la — MPHUTAIIUBIINCH K
apke, 4TOOBI HE yIacTh, IPUCIOHIIICS TUIEYOM K CTOJIOY U B U3HEMOKEHUH MPUKPHLI II1a3a.

Her, HaBepHO, CMepTh HMYEro HE PENIAeT M HUYETO HE OMpaBAbIBAECT. TOJIBKO JKU3Hb J1a€T
JIIOISIM OIPEJETIEHHbIE BO3MOXKHOCTH, KOTOPBIE UMH OCYILECTBISIOTCS WIIM MPOIAJa0T HAIPaCHO,
TOJIBKO KU3Hb MOXET MPOTUBOCTOSTH 37y M Hacwiauio. CMepTh ke Jnmaer Bcero. M ecimu tomy
JEUTeHAaHTy B COCHSKE CBOEH THOENbI0 elle YIadoch 4Yero-To JOOUTHCS, TO BPSA JU OH HAa 3TO
paccuuthiBai. IIpocto Takas cMmepTh Obula HeoOXoauMa €My CaMOMY, TIOTOMY YTO OH HE XOTel
norudatk oBIOH. Ho uTO nenath, ecnu npu Bceld TBOEH CaMOOTBEP>KEHHOCTH ThI JIMIIEH MaJeHIeit
BO3MOKHOCTH? UTO MOKHO ceNarh 3a MATh MUHYT JI0 KOHIIA, KOTAA Thl Y€ €1Ba KUB M HE B
COCTOSIHHH JJa)Ke€ TPOMKO BBIPYTaThCs, YTOOBI 1OCATUTH 3TUM O00HHAM?

a, Harpaapl He OyJeT, Kak He OyJeT MPU3HATEILHOCTH, H00 HEJb3sl HAJEAThCS Ha TO, YTO HE
3acioyxkeHo. WM Bce ke commacuThecsi ¢ PpibakoM OH HE MOT, 3TO TPOTHBOPEUMIIO BCEH €ro
YEJIOBEYECKOM CYITHOCTH, €ro Bepe M ero Mopanu. M xXoTs um 6e3 TOro HEmUPOKUH KPYyT €ro
BO3MOKHOCTEN CTAHOBMIICS BCE YK€ U JaXXe CMEPTh HUYEM YK€ HE MOIVIAa PACIIUPUTH €r0, BCE KE
OJIHa BO3MOXKHOCTB y HETO eme octaBaiack. OT Hee yK OH He orcTynurca. OHa, eIMHCTBEHHAs, B
caMOM JIeTie 3aBHUCENIa TOJIBKO OT HETO M HUKOTO OOIbIIE, TOTHKO OH MOJTHOBIACTHO PACHOPSKAICS
€10, U0O0 TOJBKO B €r0 BIACTU ObUIO YHTH W3 3TOr0 MHpA 10 COBECTH, CO CBOMCTBEHHBIM YEJIOBEKY
JIOCTOMHCTBOM. DJTO ObLIa €r0 TOCIEAHSAS MHJIOCTh, CBATAs POCKOIb, KOTOPYIO Kak Harpamy
JlapoBaJIa €My KHU3Hb.

[Io onHOMY WX Hayanyd pa3BOAUTH BAOJb BUCENULBI. [lo1 KpaiiHIOIO OT HayalabCTBAa METIIO
ITOCTABWJIM MPUTHUXILETO B CBOEM MOKOpPHOU cocpenorodyeHHOCTH Ilerpa. COTHMKOB B3IISHYN Ha
HEro ¥ BUHOBATO nomopiuuiics. Emie Buepa oH 1ocaaoBail, 4TO OHM HE 3aCTPEIIUIIM 3TOIO CTapoCTy,
a Ternepb BOT BMECTE MPUJIETCS TOBUCHYTh Ha OJTHOM MEpeKIagnuHe.

IIerpa mepBbIM 3aCTaBWIM BJIE3Th Ha CKaMblO, KOTOpas YIpOKAIOLIE MOKOCWJIACh MOJ €ro
KOJICHSAMH M €7[Ba HE ONMPOKWHYJach. bymuia, HaBepHO, M 31€Ch 3aMpaBIISIOMUNA 00S3aHHOCTIMU



IIaBHOTO Tlajladya, BBIPYrajicsd, caM BCKOYMJ HaBepX W Brammi Tyaa crapuka. Crapocra ¢
OCTOPOKHOCTBIO BBINPSIMUIICS HA CKaMbe, HE MOJIHUMAs TOJIOBbI, CAEP)KAHHO U 3HAYUTENbHO, KakK B
LEPKBH, MOKIOHMWICS moasM. [lorom k ckambe moaTonkHyau bacto. Ta mpoBopHO B300panack Ha
CBOE MeECTO U, 350K0 TmepecTymas 3aMep3MIMMH, TMOTPECKaBUIMMUCS HOTaMH, C JETCKOM
HEMOCPECTBEHHOCThIO MPUHSIACh PA3IIAAbIBATh TONIY Y IITaKeTHHKAa — OyITO BhICMarpuBasia
TaM 3HaKOMBbIX.

CkamMbpu Ha BceX, O/lHaKo, He xBarwio. llox crnemyromeil meTneil cTosul KenThlid GaHepHbIH
AIIUK, @ Ha OCTAJIbHBIX JBYX MECTax TOpYald B CHETY IOJYyMETPOBbBIE, CBEKEOTIUJICHHBIE OT
OpeBHa yypOaHbl. COTHHUKOB MOIyMaJl, YTO €r0 ONPEIEAT Ha SIIMK, HO K SIIUKY 1MoBenu JeMuuxy,
a ero Ppibak ¢ monmuaeM noTamuiag Ha Kpai, K aypOaHam.

OH eme He AOLIEN 0 CBOEro MecTa, Kak C3aau OITh paszfaincs Kpuk Jemumxu. Ot
HEOXUJAaHHOCTH COTHHUKOB OIVISIHYJICS — JKEHIIMHA, YIUPAasCh HOraMH, BCSIYECKU OTOMBaiach OT
MIOJIULIAEB, HE XKeJIas JIE3Th MO METIIO.

— A, manouku, npocture! Ilpoctute nypHoit 6abe, 5 )k He XoTena, He Aymana!

Ee mnau 3amiymwin 37ble KpUKHM HayalbCTBA, YTO-TO CKOMaHJoBasl byauna, u momuuai,
Bemmnii CoTHUKOBa, ocTaBmi ero Ha Pribaka, a cam Opocwmics k Jlemunxe. Heckonmbko mosnuiiaes
MOTALWIIN €€ Ha ALIUK.

Pri6ak, octaBuinch ¢ COTHUKOBBIM, HE OYEHb YBEPEHHO MOJIBEI €T0 K MOCIeIHEMY 1101 apKOH
yypOaHy U ocTaHoBMIICs. Kak pa3 Ha/l HUIMU CBEIIMBANIach HOBEHbKAs, KaK U OCTaJbHbIE, IEHHKOBAS
yIaBKa C y3KOBAaTO 3aTSHYTOW METIEH, THXOHBKO pacKpy4duBarolencs BBepxy. «O/IHa Ha IBOUX», —
noyeMy-to noaymainoch COTHUKOBY, XOTsl ObLJIO OYEBHIHO, YTO 3Ta Mewid A Hero. Hamo Obuio
BJe3aTh Ha 4ypOaH. OH HEOOJT0 MOMEUINI B HEPEIIUTEIbHOCTH, [T0OKa B CO3HAHWU HE OJIECHYIO
OTYasHHOE, KaK pyraresibcTBO: «OX, Obuta He Obutal» bpocuB yHBIIO 3acThiBiIieMy PriOaky:
«/epxmu!», oH 370pOBBIM KOJIEHOM CTall Ha TOPELl, CBEXKE3ACIEKEHHBIN IPSA3HBIM OTIIEYaTKOM Ybei-
TO TONOWIBHL. PpIOak Tem BpeMeHeM oOeMMM pyKaMu OOXBaTHJI MojCTaBKy. [lis paBHOBecus
COTHHKOB clierKa orepcst IOKTEM O €ro CIIMHY, HalpArcs U, cxkaB 3yObl, Koe-Kak B300pasics HaBepX.

MuHYTy OH THXO CTOSUI, Y3KO COCTAaBUB CTYIIHM Ha KPYIJIOM HELIMPOKOM cpe3e. 3aTbUIOK €ro
YK€ OLIyTHJI LIepIIaBoe, JIEJCHsIee Aylly MPUKOCHOBEHHE Memid. BHHU3Y 3acTbuia IIMpOKas B
noiyuryoke cnuHa Pprbaka, 3acKopy3ible €ro pyKH IUIOTHO OOJNalWId COCHOBYIO KOpy dypOaHa.
«BbIkpyTHIICS, CBONOYB!» — HEA00pOo, Bpoe Obl C 3aBUCTHIO MOAyMall Mpo Hero COTHUKOB U TYT
K€ YCOMHMJICS: Hazlo Jiu Tak? Tenepp, B MOCIEAHUE MIHOBEHUS KU3HU, OH HEOXKHUJAHHO YTPaThI
MPEXXHIOID CBOIO YBEPEHHOCTH B MpaBe TpeOoBaTh OT APYTMX HapaBHE C c000i. Pribak ObuT
HEIUIOXUM MapTU3aHOM, HABEPHO, CUMTAJICA ONBITHBIM CTAPUIMHON B apMHM, HO KakK YEJIOBEK U
rpaxaaHuH, 6e3yCciI0BHO, HeqoOpal yero-to. Bripouem, oH pemni BBIKUTH JIF000H 1IeHOH — B 3TOM
BCE JIEIIO0.

Panom Bce mnakana, peajach U3 pykK nonuiaeB Jlemunxa, yTO-TO MPUHSUICS YUTaTh IO
OyMa)kke HeMell B XKENThIX MepyaTkax — MPUTOBOP WJIH, MOXET, NPHUKa3 /Ul COTHAHHBIX KUTEIeH
nepen 3toi ka3Hbto. Lllnu nmocnennue MUHYTHI KU3HU, 1 COTHUKOB, 3aCThIB Ha yypOaHe, >KaIHbIM
MPOINATBHBIM B3IVISIOM BOMpal B ce0sl BECh HEKa3UCThIM, HO TaKOH MPUBBIUYHBIA ¢ CAMOTO JIETCTBA
BHUJ MECTEUKOBOW VYAUIBI C TPUTOPIOHMBIIMMUCS (uUrypamu Jrofed, 4YaxJIbIMU JepeBLaMH,
MOJIOMAHHBIM IITAaKETHUKOM, OyrpoM Hamep3IlIero y »eJe3HOW KOJMOHKH Jibaa. CKBO3b TOHKHE
BETBU CKBepa BHJHENINCh OOIIApIaHHble CTEHbl HeNaJIeKol IEpKBYLIKH, €€ MpoprKaBeBlIas
JKeJle3Has Kpblia 6e3 KpecToB Ha JIBYX 00JIe3/IbIX 3eJIeHbIX KynonaxX. HecKolbko y3KHuX OKOIIEK TaM
ObUIM HacIeX 3aK0JI0UYEHbl HEOKOPEHHBIM CYKOBAaThIM FOPOBLIEM. . .

Ho BOT psiioM 3aTomnai KTO-TO U3 MOJIULAEB, MOTAHYJICS K €r0 BEpeBKe; OeCIliepeMOHHBIE PYKH
B CH3BIX OOIIIarax rnoimMaiu HaJ HUM METII0 U, 00aupas ero 601e3HeHHbIe, HAMOPOXKEHHBIE YIIIN,
Ha/IBUHYJIM €€ Ha ToJIoBYy 110 moabopoaka. «Hy BoT u Bcey», — ormeTns COTHUKOB M OIYCTHII B3I
BHM3, Ha jronei. [Ipupoga cama mo cede, oHa Bcerna 0e3 ycuiaus JOOpOM M MHUPOM JIOXKHKJIAch Ha
Jylly, HO TENEPb €My 3aXOTEN0Ch BUAETH JtoAeH. [leqanbHbIM B3MIA0M OH TUXOHBKO ITOBEII 110 UX
HEPOBHOMY HACTOPOXKEHHOMY psy, B KOTOpPOM MpeoOnajan >EHIIWHbI W TOJIBKO M3peaKa
MOTAAATTUCh HEMOJIOABIE MY>KUMHBI, MOJPOCTKH, JeBUara — OOBIYHBIH MECTEUKOBBIA JIIOA B
TYITynm4yuKaxX, BaTHMKaX, apMeWCKUX OOHOCKaX, IUIaTKax, CaMOTKaHbIX cBUTKax. Cpeanm ux



OE37TMKOr0 MHOXKECTBa €ro BHHMaHHME OCTAHOBHJIOCH HA TOHKOBAaTOW (UIypKe MallbdMKa JIeT
JIBEHA/IIIaTH B HU3KO HAJBUHYTOM Ha JI00 cTrapoil apmeiickoil OyneHoBke. TecHO 3amaxHyBIIMCH B
KaKyl0-TO OJICKIY, MaJbYOHKA ITyOOKO B pyKaBa BOMpai CBOM 0340IIKME PYKH M, BHJIHO OBLIO
0TCIO/Ia, JIpOXKall OT CTYKU WJIM, MOXET, OT CTpaxa, ¢ JETCKOM 3aBOPOKEHHOCTBHIO Ha OJIEHOM,
00JIe3HEHHOM JIMYMKE CIe/s 33 MPOUCXOIAIINM o] Bucenuiei. OTcrona TpyaHo ObLIO CyANUTh, KaK
OH OTHOCHUTCS K HUM, HO COTHUKOBY BJAPYT 3aXOTeNIOCh, YTOObI OH IJIOXO O HHUX He Ayman. U
JeMCTBUTENIFHO, BCKOPE MEpexXBaTUB €ro B3MisAd, COTHUKOB YIOBHJ B HEM CTOJIBKO O€3yTELIHOIo
ropsi U CTOJIBKO COYYBCTBHS K HUM, YTO HE yIAEp>Kajics U OJHUMH INIa3aMH YIABIOHYJICS MaJbIly —
HUYETo, OpaToK.

Bonbie oH He cTan BCcMaTpuBaThCS M OMYCTUJ B3MVISA, YTOOBI M30€KaTh HEHABUCTHOTO €My
BHJa HauaJbCTBa, HEMIEB, cienosarens [loptHoBa, Cracs, bynunsl. VIX 1bsSBOJIBCKOE TPUCYTCTBUE
OH omyman u Tak. O0bABIEHNE MPUTOBOPA, KAKETCS, YK€ 3aKOHUMIIOCH, Pa3/lajuCh KOMaH bl I0-
HEMELIKH U TIO-PYCCKH, U BIPYT OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJ, KakK, OyITO 0)KUB, HANPSHDKEHHO JACPHYJIACh HA €ro
miee BepeBka. KTo-To B TOM KOHIIE BHCENUIBI BCXpAmHYN pa3 M Ipyroil, U TOT4ac, COBEPIICHHO
o0e3ymeB, 3aBonuia Jlemunxa:

— A-a-a-aii! He xouy! He xouy!

Ho ee kpHk TyT ke U 000pBaJICsi, MOPO3HO XPACTHYJIA BBEpXY HOIMEPEUNHA apKH, CIAaBICHHO
3applana KeHllrHa B Tonmne. Ha mymie crano HectepnuMo TockiauBo. Kakas-To eie He 10 KOHIIA
M3pacxXofi0BaHHAs CHjla BHYTPH MOAMBIBAJIA €r0 PBAHYThCS, 3aBOIIUTH, Kak 3Ta Jlemunxa, — JUKO U
ctpamtHo. Ho oH 3acTtaBui ceOsi caepxarbes, JUIIb CepAlle ero OOJNIe3HEHHO CXKalloCh B
IIPEICMEPTHOM CyIopore: Mepei KOHIOM TaK 3aXOTENIOCh OTIYCTUTh BCE TOPMO3a M 3aIlIaKaTh.
Bwmecto Toro oH Bapyr ympIOHYJICS B MOCIEAHUN pa3 CBOCH, HABEPHOE, JKAJIKOW, BHIMyUYCHHOU
YIABIOKOM.

Co cTOpoHBI Ha4aJIbCTBA pa3jlajach KOMaHAa, BUJIHO, 3TO YK€ OTHOCHJIOCH K HEMY: uypOaH
10/l HOTaMH Ha MUT ocJiabed, nomarnyica. Ensa He cBanuBIIUCh ¢ Hero, COTHUKOB IVISIHYJT BHU3 —
C HCKPHUBIIEHHOTO, OOpOCIIero IIEeTHHOW JIMIa CMOTpEIM BBEPX pacTepsHHbIE IVa3a €ro
MapTU3aHCKOro apyra, 1 COTHUKOB €/1Ba pacCibllIall:

— Ilpoctu, 6par!

— Ilomen x yepty! — KopoTko O6pocusi COTHUKOB.

Bor u Bce xoHueHO. Harocienqok oH OTBICKaI B3IVISAA0OM 3aCTBIBIINKA CTEOEIEK MAJBYNIIKA B
OynenoBke. TOoT cTos, Kak M Mpekie, Ha IMOJIara BIEpeau APYTHX, C IMIUPOKO PACKPHITHIMH Ha
6nenHoM nuile miazaMu. [lomHbI 601K U cTpaxa ero B3I ClIe0Baj 3a KEM-TO O] BUCENULEH 1
BeJI Tak, Bce Ommke u Onmmke K HeMy. COTHHUKOB HE 3HaJI, KTO TaM ILeJN, HO IO JIUIY MaJbYUIIKH
MIOHSUT BCE 10 KOHIIA.

[ToncraBka ero omsATh MOIIATHYJACh B HEOXKHJIAHHO OclabeBIIMX pykax PpiGaka, KOTOpBIH
HEJIOBKO CKOpYMWJICS BHU3Y, 0OsSIChb M, HaBEpHOE, HE pPEeIIasiCh Ha IMOCJIEJHEE M CaMO€ CTpaIIHOE
tenepb g Hero aeno. Ho Bor c3agu MatepHo BbIpyraics bynwia, 1 COTHMKOB, BAPYT HOTEpPSIB
OTIOPY, 33/I0XHYBIIKCh, TSKEJIO MPOBATMIICS B YEPHYIO, YIYILIUBYIO OC3IHY.
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Pr16ak BBITyCTHIT TIOACTABKY U OTIIATHYJCS — HOTM COTHUKOBA 3aKayalllCh PsIoM, cOuTas
MMHU IIanKa yrnajia Ha cHer. Ppibak OTmpsiHyd, HO TYT K€ HArHyjcs M BBIXBaTHJI €€ HU3-IO0J
MIOBEILIEHHOI0, KOTOPBIH Y€ YCIIOKOEHHO pacKpy4dMBaJICSd Ha BEPEBKE, ONMUCHIBAas KPYr B OJHY, a
3aTeM U B APYTyl CTOpOHY. Pbibak He pemwics MISHYTh €My B JIMIO: OH BUAEN Mepe] coOoi
TOJIBKO 3aBHCIIME B BO3AyXe HOTHM — OJIHYy B PACTONTAaHHOM OypKe M PSIOM BBIBEPHYTYIO HAPYXKY
MATKOM, TPSA3HYI0, TOCUHEBIIYIO CTYITHIO C MTOJACOXIIEH MOJIOCKOM KPOBU Ha IIUKOJIOTKE.

Otoponb OT NpoucUIeNIEr0, OAHAKO, HEIOJTO I€PKajla €r0 B CBOEH BJIACTU — YCHUIIMEM BOJIH
Peibak mpeBo3MoOr pacTepsSsHHOCT, W ONIAHYJCA. PsjgoM, Mexay COTHUKOBBIM U JleMYMXOH,
OonTanace HaJleTKe IATast BEpeBKa — HE JTOXKIETCS JIM OHA €ro Meu?

OnHako HUYTO, KaXKeTCs, HE MOATBEP)KIAJIO €ro omnaceHus. byauna BbITaCKMBal H3-TIOA
JleMuuxu >kentThlii (haHepHBIN MUK, YOUpanu U3-110]] apKu CKaMblo. EMy M37anu 4To-TO KpUKHYII



Cracs, HO, BCe ellle HaXO/AsICh MO/ BIeYaTIeHneM Ka3HH, PpiOak He OHSIT WIIM HE PACCIIbIIIAT €ro u
CTOSUI, HE 3Hasl, Ky/a MmojaThbesl. [ pyrna HeMIeB U ITaTCKOTO HayaJlbCTBA BO3JIE JOMa CTasa peeTh
— TaM pacXOAWJIUCh, pasroBapuBasi, 3aKypuBas CHUTapeThl, BCE B OOAPOM, MPHUIIOAHATOM
HACTPOEHUH, KaK MOoCIe Y1a4yHO OKOHUYEHHOTO, B 00IIEM HE CKy4YHOT'O U JIa)Ke MHTEPECHOTO 3aHATHSI.
W Torna on HEcMeno ellle MOBEpPHII: BUAATD, TPOHECIO!

Ha, Bpoae OBl MPOHECIO, €r0 HE TMOBECIT, OH OydAeT XuTh. JIMKBUIAIMA 3aKOHYWIACH,
CHUMAJIU TOJULENUCKOE OIEIUICHHE, JIIOASM CKOMAHIOBaJIU Pa30HTUCh, U KEHIIHMHbBI, MOJIPOCTKH,
CTapyXxH, OIICJIOMJICHHBIC W MOJYAIHMBBIC, MOTAIIMINCH MO 00EUM CTOpOHaM yiuilbl. HexoTopbie
HEHAJI0JITO0 OCTAaHABJIMBAJIUCH, OMVISABIBAIIMCH HA YETHIPEX MOBEIICHHBIX, KEHIIMHBI YTUPAIU I1a3a
1 TOPOINUJIUCH YUTH mopanbine. [lomuian HaBOIWIM TOCIEIHUN TOPSAIOK Y BUCETHIBL. CTack co
CBOEH HEM3MEHHON BMHTOBKOI Ha miiede OTOpOCHII HOTOM uypOaK M3-MOA JHUIIHEH MATON MeTIu U
OTISITh UTO-TO MpoKpudas Peibaky. ToT He Tak MOHs, KaK J0Traaalcs, 9To OT HEro TpeOoBaIoCh, U,
noctaB u3-noj COTHUKOBA TMOACTaBKY, Opocui ee moja mrakeTHUK. Korga on mosepHyncs, Ctach
CTOSIJT HANPOTUB CO CBOEW OOBIYHOW Oeno3y0oil ynpiOKOM Ha Jmile-mMacke. [7asa ero mpu 3Tom
OCTaBaJIMCh HACTOPO’KEHHO-XOJIOITHBIMHU.

— I'vt-re1! Oguako momnoxerr! CrocoOHBIN, mamial — ¢ M3AEBKOW MOXBAJIMJI MOJHLANR U C
TaKOW CUJION yHapuII ero Mo Iiedy, 94To Peibak efBa yCcTosI Ha HOTax, MoayMaB Mpo ceds: «UToO T
oKoJies, cBoJioub!» Ho, B3MISIHYB B €ro ChITOE, BBITSIHYTOE ACPEBIHHOM YCMENIKON JIUI0, CaM TOXe
YCMEXHYJICSI — KPUBO, OJTHUMHU TYOaMH.

— A b1 gyman!

— IIpaBunbHo! A uto Tam? [lomymaenib: 6aHaUTA KaIETh!

«IToctoi, uto 3107 — He nousn Pridak. — O xom on? O CorHukoBe, uto ym?» He cpaszy, HO
BCE OTUETIIMBEE OH CTaJl NMOHMMAaTh, YTO TOT HMMEET B BHUJIY, U OISATh HEMPHUSATHBIM XOJIOJOK
BHHOBHOCTH KOCHYJICS €r0o co3HaHus. Ho OH emie He XOTel BEpUTh B CBOIO MPUYACTHOCTH K ITOU
pacnpaBe — mpu ueM TyT oH? Pa3Be 310 0oH? OH TONBKO BBIAEPHYI 3TOT 00pyOoK. 1 TO 1o mpukazy
TTOJIAIIAH.

YeTBepo MOBENICHHBIX T'PY3HO pACcCKauyMBAIMCh Ha JUIMHHBIX BEpeBKaX, CBEPHYB HAOOK
TOJIOBBI, C HEECTECTBEHHO TIIyOOKO TEPEXBaYCHHBIMM B TETIAX MmIesMH. KTo-To W3 monuiaes
HaBECWJI KXXIAOMY Ha TpyAb Mo GaHEepKe C HAAMKUCSIMH Ha PYCCKOM M HEMEIIKOM si3bIKax. Pribak He
CTaJ] YUTaTh TE€X HAAMKUCEH, OH BOOOIIE cTapalcs HEe ISACTh Tyda — TMATas, MyCcTas, MeTis myraia
ero. OH aymal, 4To, MOXET, €€ OTBSKYT Jia yOepYT C ATOW BHCENHUIIbI, HO HUKTO U3 MOJHUIAEB JaxKe
HE MOJOIIeNn K HEeH.

Kaxercsi, Bce ObUIO OKOHYEHO, BO3JI€ TTOBEIICHHBIX BCTAJ YACOBOW — MOJIOION JAJTMHHOIIEH I
MOJIMI[AHYMK B CEpOM CYKOHHOM MOJAEBKE, C HEMEIKOW BUHTOBKOW Ha 1uiede. OCTadbHBIX Hadyalld
cTpouTh. UTOOBI HEe MemiaTh, PriOak B30I ¢ MOCTOBOM Ha Y3€HBKHIA MOJI CHETOM TPOTYyapuUK H
CTaJ TaK, BECh B OKMUJAHWUHU TOTO, YTO MOCIEAYeT Aanbiie. B MBICIISIX ero Oblia MmyTaHUIla, TaK Ke
KaK U B UyBCTBAX, paJlOCTh CHACEHUsI YEM-TO OMpayanach, HO OH €Ill€ HE MOT TOJIKOM MOHATH YEM.
OmnsTh 3a8BUII0 0 ceOe MpUMOIIKIIee OblI0, HO yIpsAMOE KeJlaHUe AaTh JIepy, mpopBaThes B jgec. Ho
JUTSI 9TOTO HAJ0 OBUTO BBIOpaTh MOMEHT. Temneph ero y:ke HUUTO TYT HE YIep KUBAJIO.

[Tonuitan MpUBBIYHO CTPOMIIMCH B KOJIOHHY IO TPH, UX HAOPaJIOCh TYT YEJIOBEK IMSITHAAIATH
— pazHoro cOpofia B HOBEHBKHX (POPMEHHBIX IIMHEISAX M MHIOTKaX, a TakXKe B MONYIIyOKax,
bydaiikax, kpacHoapMmeiickux oOHockax. OnuH naxe ObUT B KOKaHKE C JO0 Tosca oO0pe3aHHOU
NoJIoN. JIronen Ha yIIMIEe IOUTH YKE HE OCTAIIOCh

— JINIIIb B CKBEPHUKE I100JIajlb CTOSJIO HECKOIBKO TOIPOCTKOB M C HUMH TOHEHBKUH,
OOJIE3HEHHOTO BHJa MallbuuIiKa B OyaeHoBke. [lomypackpblB poT, OH BCE€ IIMBITAT HOCOM H
BIVISAJIBIBAJICS] B BUCEIIHUILY, TIOXOKE, UTO-TO HA HEHM €ro 03aa4nBajio. MUHYTY CITyCTSI OH MaJIbIIEM W3
JUIMHHOTO pyKaBa yKasall 4yepe3 yiuily, U Pbibak, OT HEJIOBKOCTH MEPEAEPHYB IJICUOM, MIATHYI B
CTOpPOHY, YTOOBI CKpBIThCSl 3a MoNuUasMu. Bes rpymma yke 3acTelila B CTPOIO, C PaJOCTHOM
WCIIOJIHUTENIbHOCTBIO TMOJYUHSAACH 3bIYHOM KOMAaHJE CTaplIero, KOTOPbIM, CKOMaHAOBaB, U CaM
obMep B CIIaJOCTHOM KOMAaHIUPCKOM OOJaJaHWM BIACTHIO, HA HEMEIKWA MaHEp BBICTaBUB B
CTOPOHBI JIOKTH.

— CwmupHo!



[Tonuuan B KOJIOHHE BCTPENIEHYINCh U CHOBA 3amepiau. CTapluuil OBEI M0 psiiaM CBUPEIBIM
CTPOEBBIM B3IVISIIOM, [TIOKA HE HAaTKHYJICSI UM Ha OJUHOKYIO (DUTypy Ha TpOTyape.

— A 1861 yTO? Crath B cTpoii!

Pribak Ha MHHYTY cMmemancs. JTa KOMaHJIa OOHaJeXHBalla U 03a/1aulBajia OIHOBPEMEHHO.
OnHako pasMBIILIATH OBUTO HEKOTJa, OH OBICTPEHBKO COCKOYMJI C TpOTyapa M CTal B XBOCT
KOJIOHHBI, PSJIOM C KAakKMM-TO BBICOKMM, B YEPHOM YIIAHKE IIOJIMIAEM, HENPHUA3ZHEHHO
ITOKOCUBIINUMCS Ha HETO.

— larom mapm!

U 5710 Ob110 OOBIKHOBEHHO U MPHUBBIYHO. Phibak O6e31yMHO MIaTHYN B TaKT C IPYTHMH, U, €CIIH
Obl HE MyCTble PYKH, KOTOPbIE HEM3BECTHO Ky/ia ObLIO J€BaTh, MOKHO ObLIO OBl MOyMaTh, YTO OH
CHOBa B OTpsze, cpeau cBoux. M ecnam Obl mepen Ia3aMM He MeNbKalIM CBETJIbIE oOLuIara u
3aMycoJIeHHbIE 0e10-ToyOble MOBSA3KH Ha PyKaBax.

OHM mouuIM BHMU3 MO TOH caMOW ynuIle, O KOTOPOM HPHUIIIH CIO/Ia, OJHAKO 3TO YK€ ObLI
coBeplIeHHO MHON myTh. Ceiuac He OBUIO YHBIHMS W TOAABIEHHOCTH — pSAIOM CTpPyHJIach
KUBOCTh, CaMOJIOBOJIbCTBO, YTO, BIPOYEM, M HE YOUBISUIO: OH ObUl cpeau mobeaurteneid. Ha
MoJrosa, JeHb WJIM Yac, HO YyBCTBOBAJM OHM ceOid OueHb O0Jpo, MOJIOTpeThie CO3HAHUEM
COBEPIIECHHOI'O BO3ME3IMs WIH, MOXKET, 1O KOHI[A MCIIOJIHEHHOIO J0Jra; HEKOTOpPBIE BIIOJIIOJIOCA
MIEPErOBAPUBAIINCEH, CIBIIIAIUCH CMEIIKH, OCTPOTHI, U HUKTO HU Pa3y HE ONISIHYJICS Ha3aj, Ha apkKy.
3aTo Ha HUX TeNepb ONIAABIBAINCH Bee. Te, uTo Opesy ¢ 3TOM aKlMHU BJOJIb OOIIAPIaHHBIX CTEH U
3a00pOB, C YNPEKOM, CTPaxoM, a TO M HECKPHIBAEMOW HEHABHUCTHIO B IMOKPACHEBIIUX OT CIE3
JKEHCKUX IMIa3ax MPOBOJWIN MECTEUKOBYIO LIANKy npeaareneil. [lonmunaes, oqHako, BCE 3T0 HUMAJIO
HE Tporajio, HaBEpHOE, CKa3bIBaJlIach MPUBBIYKA, HA OCCIPABHbBIX, 3aIlyTaHHBIX JIOJIEH OHU MPOCTO
He oOpamranu BHUMaHMA. PpIbak ske co Bce BO3pacTarolleil TPeBOroi Jymal, 4To HaJ0 CMbIBAThCS.
MozkeT, BOH TaM, Ha IIOBOPOTE, MPBITHYTh 34 U3TOPOJb U IPOPBATHCA U3 MECTEUYKa. XOPOIIO, €CIU
OJIM3KO OKaXKeTCsl KaKOW-JIMOO OBpar Wi XoTsi Obl KyCTapHUK, a ele Jiyure Jiec. Wau ecnu Obl BO
JIBOPE IOMAIach MO PyKH JIOIIA/Ib.

[TockpumnbiBan CHer Ha JOpoOre, MOJUIAW CHPABHO IIarajiy Mo-apMENCKA B HOTY, PSIIOM IO
Y3KOMY TpOTyapy IIeJl CTaplIMii — KpyTOIUICYMI, MOPJAAThIii MYX4YHWHAa B TYro IOANOSCAHHON
nonuieiickoi muHenu. Ha 60ky y Hero 6ontasics HU3KOBAaTO MOABEIICHHBIN MITUIIEHCKUN HAaraH B
MOTEPTOIl KOoXkaHOM KoOype ¢ MeAHOW MPOTUPKOW B Mpope3six. 3a MOCTOM MepeAHHE B KOJOHHE,
MpUACPIKAB 1IAT, IPUHSIN B CTOPOHY

— KTO-TO TaM €XajJ HaBCTpedy, M CTApIIMH YTpO’Kaolle NMPUKPUKHYJI HAa HEro. 3areM |
OCTaJbHbIE MOTECHWINCh B pAdaX, Pa3MUHASICh, — KAKOM-TO [A]bKa B MYCTBIX PO3BAJIbHIX
HEpacCTOPOIHO ClIaBaJl MO/ caMmble OKHA Bpociield B 3emito m30ymku. M Peibak Bapyr co Bcero
PEaNTbHOCTHIO MPEACTaBIII: OPOCUTHCS B CAHH, BBIXBATUTH BOXOKH M BPE3aTh IO JIOMIAAU — MOXKET
Ob1, 1 BeIpBasicsa. Ho nsaapka! [IpuaepskuBas MOJIOIOTO, HETEPIIEITMBOTO KOHUKA, TOT OPOCHIT B3ITIS
Ha UX CTPOEBOrO HAYAJIbHMKA M BCIO UX KOJIOHHY, M B 3TOM B3IVIS[€ €r0 OTpa3Wjach Takas K HUM
HEHAaBHCTh, 4TO Ph10ak moHsu1: HEeT, ¢ 3TUM He BhIitaeT! Ho ¢ kem Torma BeiiiaeT? U TyT ero, CIIOBHO
00yXOM TIO TOJIOBE, OTVTYIIHMIIAa HEOXKUAAHHAS B TAKYI0 MUHYTY MBICIb: YAUpaTh Hekyaa. [locie sToi
JTUKBUAAIINN — Hekyaa. M3 aToro ctpost 1oporu k modery yxe He ObLIO.

OT omenoMISAONLIeH SCHOCTH 3TOTO OTKPBITHUS OH COWJICS C HOTH, MCIYyTaHHO MOICKOYHII,
IIPOITYCKasl [Iar, HO CHOBA MOIAJl HE B HOTY.

— TbI 4TO? — HpEeHEOPEIKUTENBHBIM 6aCOM OPOCHI COCEI.

— Huuero.

— MaoOyTs, 6e3 npuBbiuku? Hayuumscs!

Pri6ak mpomomyan, OT4eTIIMBO MOHUMAsI, YTO ¢ TOOEroM MOKOHYEHO, YTO 3TOW JIMKBUAALUEH
€ro CKpyTWJIM HaJEeXHEE, YEM PEMEHHOM CYNOHBIO. M XOTS OCTaBWIM B KHUBBIX, HO B HEKOTOPOM
OTHOILIEHUH TaK)K€ JTUKBUINPOBAIIH.

Ja, Bo3Bpara K mpexHeMy Tenepb yxe He OblI0 — OH Morudai Bcepbe3, HACOBCEM M CaMbIM
HEOXXHUIaHHbIM 00pa3oM. Tenepb oH BceM U noBcroy Bpar. U, BuiHo, camomy cebe Toxe.

PactepsiHHBIN U 033Ja4€HHBIN, OH HE MOT TOJIKOM MOHSTh, KaK 3TO MPOU30LUIO U KTO B TOM
noBuHeH. Hemiipl? Boiina? Ilonuuusa? O4yeHb HE XOTENIOCh OKa3aThCsl BUHOBAThIM caMoMy. Jla u B



caMoOM Jiene, B 4eM OH OblT BHHOBAr cam? Pa3sBe oH m3bpan cebe Takywo cyapOy? Wnm oH He
ooponcst 10 camoro koHmna? Jlaxke Oousplie W ymopHee, 4eM TOT 4YecToatoOuBhI COTHHKOB.
Bmpouem, B ero HecuacThe Oonbiie Apyrux ObL1 BUHOBAT MMeHHO CoTHukoB. Eciam Ob TOT He
3a0osen, He TOJIe3 MO/ IMYJII0, HE BBIHYIWI CTOJIBKO BO3HUTHCS ¢ co00H, Pribak, HaBepHOE, TaBHO
ObuT OBl B Jecy. A Temepb BOT TOMY YK€ Bce O€3pa3iMYHO B METJIe Ha apKe, a KaKoBO €MY-TO,
KUBOMY!..

B monHOM CcMSTeHHH, ¢ TyMaHHOH TeENeHOW B co3HaHWM PpiOak mpumiaran ¢ KOJIOHHOW K
3HAKOMBIM BOpOTaM mnojuiuu. Ha mpocTopHOM ABOpe WX OCTAHOBWIM, 1O KOMaHJIE BCEX Bpas
MOBEPHYJIM K KpbUIbIly. TaM yke CTOSUIM HavyallbHUK, cieaoBareiab [[IOpTHOB U Te JBOE B HEMEILKOM
xKaHgapMckor ¢opme. Crapmmii TOMUIAd TPOMOITIACHO JOJIOKUI O NPUOBITHH, W HAYaIbHUK
MPUAUPYUBBIM B3IJIAI0M OKUHYJ KOJIOHHY.

— BonpHo! JIBannare MUHYT TIepeKyp, — CKa3aj OH, HallymbiBas Tma3zamMu Peibaka. — Ter
3aiJenb KO MHE.
— EcTh! — CXaBIIMCh OT 4YEro-to HEW30€KHOTO, YTO BIUIOTHYIO TOACTYNHIO K HEMY,

npomonBui Peidak.

Cocen TONKHYJ €ro JJOKTEM B OOK.

— SBonb, a He ecTh! IIpuBBIKaTH HATO.

«ITomen T6I K uepTy!» — BIpyTasics npo cedst Pridak. M BooOIIE MyCcTh BCE JIETUT K JIbSIBOITY.
B taprapapsi! HaBexu!

Komanny pacmyctunu. Peibak meTan BOKpYT CMSTEHHBIE B3IISAIBI M HE 3HAJ, HA YTO MOXHO
pemmuthes. [lomuiian Bo JABOpe 3araijiend, 3aTONKAINUCh, 0€33700HO MOPYTHBAsiCh, MPUHSIUCH
3aKypuBaTh, B BO3AYyXE IMOTSIHYJIO CJIaJKUM JBIMKOM curapeT. HekoTopele HampaBUIWCh B
MOMEIIIEHNe, a OJWH TIOUIeNll B YTroJ JBOpa K Y3KOW Jomaroil Oyake ¢ IByMsi JBEpKaMu Ha
JIEpEBSIHHBIX 3aKpyTKaX. Pbibak O0KoM Takke mojaics Tyaa.

— OH, ThI Kyza?

C3aau ¢ 4yTKOM BCTPEBOKEHHOCTHIO B I1a3ax cTosu1 CTack.

— Ceituac. Ha MuHYTKY.

Kaxxercs, oH Ipou3HEC 3TO OBOJBHO CIIOKOMHO, 3aTaWB B ceO€ CBOM TeNeph €IUHCTBEHHO
BO3MOXHBINH BbIxoJ, u Crack OecriedHo oTBepHyncs. Jla, k yeptsm! Bcex u Bce! Pribak pBanyn
CKPHUITy4yIO JIBEpPb, 3amepcsi Ha MPOBOJIOYHBIA KPIOUOK, B3IVISTHYI BBepX. [10TONIOK OBLIT HEBBICOKO,
HO JUIsl €r0 HYXIbl BBICOTHI, BHJMMO, XBaTUT. MEXIy HEIJIOTHO HACTIAHHBIX JOCOK BBEPXY
YEpHENU TOJIOCH TOJIS, 34 TOMEPEYHHY JIETKO MOXXHO OBUIO MPOCYHYTh peMeHb. Co 3100HO#M
PEIIMMOCTBIO OH PacCTETHYI MONYIIYOOK W BAPYT 3aCThLI, MOPAKEHHBIH — Ha OproKax peMHs He
okazasiochk. M kak oH 3a0bUI, 4TO BUEpa Mepes] TeM, KaK UX MOCAIUTh B MOJBAJ, STOT PEMEHb CHSIITH
y Hero moyiuiau. Pyku ero 3ameTanuch 1o oJex/ie B MOMCKaX Yero-HUOyIb MOIXOSIIEeT0, HO HUTTIE
HHUYETO MOAXOISIIEr0 HE OBLIO0.

3a meperopoJkoll TONMHYIM TYJIKO IMOAOUIBBI, TATyYe MPOCKpHUIENa JBEph — yXOJauia
MOCJICTHSISI BO3MOXKHOCTB CBECTH CUETHI C Cynb0oi. X0oTh Opocaiics BHU3 rosoBoii! Hempeomonmumoe
OTYasiHHE OXBAaTHJIO €ro, OH 3aCTOHAJI, €IBa TOAABIsisi B ceOe BHE3AMHOE KelaHUE 3aBBITh, KaK
cobaxa.

Ho 3HaKoMblii TOJIOC CHapy>KU BEPHYI €My caMOOOIaaHue.

— Hy, Tb1 osiro Tam? — npokpryan usgann Cracs.

— Cuac, cuac...

— HavanscTBO 30BeT!

KoHe4yHo, HauaabCTBO HE TEPHUT MEATUTEILHOCTH, K HAUYaJIbCTBY HAJICKUT SBISITHCS OETOM.
Tewm Gonee ecnu pemieHo caenars Te0s monumaem. Eme Buepa oH meuran 00 3TOM Kak O CIIaCeHUH.
CeromHs e 0CyIIeCTBICHUE TOM MEUThl 000PaYUBAIOCH JUIS HErO KaracTpoQoi.

Pr1bak BBICMOpKaJICS, pacCEesTHHO HaIlylaB IyTOBHUILY, 3acTErHYN monynryook. HaBepho,
HUYETO YK€ He ToJieNiaellh — TakoBa cyab0a. KoBapHas cynp0a 3aruryTaBIero Ha BOMHE YeIOBeKa.
He B coctossHum 4t0o-M00 mpUayMaTh ceidac, OH OTOPOCHI KPIOYOK M, CTapasCh COBIAIATh C
paccesTHHOCTBIO, BHIMIET U3 YOOPHOM.

Ha mopore, HeTeprieTnBO BHITIIAIBIBAS €T0, CTOSIT HA4YaIbHUK TTOTHITHH.
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